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D‘ E B A T E^S.' 

My Lords and Gentkmfty 

In the profccHtlon of this great and important conteft 
in \v hich we are engaged, t retain a firm confidence in the 
protc£lion ojf Divine rrovidencc, and a p^rfcdt convi£lion 
of the julkce of my caufe ; and I liave no douht* but that}, 
by the concurrence and fupport of ipy FarbSmcnl:, by tticj 
valour of my fleets and aimies, and by a vigorous, anlr 
mated, and united exertion of the faculties and refourcc^ 
of my people, I fhall be enabled to reftore the bleffing of a 
£afc and'honourable peace to all my dominions*” 

As Tdon as the King was gone, ^nd prayers over, llord LorS Smiilf 
Southampton rofe, and began with apologizing that it flioulfl 
fall to his lot to be obliged to take the firft notite in that 
Houfc of the melancholy cataftrophe which had ha^ened 
to the gallant Eail and his army m Virginia. He'^paidthh 
highcft compliments to the Earl's braveijr, (pint, and good 
cOnduft, as well as for jiis having furrendered on capita^ 
lation, in a momeht fif great exigency, and thereby pre- 
\entcd ivs ainiy^frbm becoming afacniiceto the iword, 
wnich have been the inevitable consequence of his 

ftanding out longei againft a forqe every^way fo much his 
Aiperidr in point of nUmbers,jtfOkct»^if intrig; as to fitua- 
tion, aitillfcry, &c. Altj^dwelling a fhort time on this^ 
melancholy circumftano#j he tdbk occafion to obferve, thal^ 
h o\ not to* makortoo deep tin impieffiori on the minds 
of th Loi^ips, becaufe that their example would na*- 
turally w^cJ^lmTed up to by the left of the kingdom, and the 
moment of calamity the prdSi{jeofjpisfortune was by 
no means the moment for a great people to give way to 
defpondency. His Loi dihip then called the attention of * 

H )afe to the prefent profpeft of our affairs in India, 
i aigued, that it our aims had been lefs> ffitccefbful in 
y ^heiica than the juilice rfour caufe was entitled to, it was 
jme coiifolation to find#hat the cafe was different in ano- 
ther quarter of thp^ cflqSc. Hib Lordihip fummed up-^JtfU 
ipecth by carneftly exhorting the Houfc to recollcfl:, that 
the eyes of all the world were turned^upon their Lordflups, 
and that it depended on the proceedings of that day to 
ihew mankind in general, that the people of England would 
not tamely fubmit to the difmernberment of their empire ; 
but, like their Prince, profefling true magnanimity of mind, 
derived frefli ardour from affliaioa ; and that encrea^e 6f^ 
danger and difficulty only added to the energy of their ecc- 
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ertions. His Lordihip concluded with moving^ that an 
humble addrefs, &c. 

Xera ITtfA Lord Waljingham rofe, he faid, to fecond the motion 
made by the noble lord, and entered pi ctty fully into the 
ftateof the country, aid juftified themcafures which led to 

• it, fomewhat In detail.* In order to take a fair view of the 
queilion, he was ready to acknowledge, he faid^ that the 
political hemifphcrc feemed overcaft, and that public affairs 
wore the moft alarming alpcft. He was ready to admits 
that the moft fomidablc combination this country ever faw 
had, from different motives and uith different views, con- 
federated themfelvcs for the ultimate deftruftion of the 
empire^ But then, hou ever alarming this might appear, 
it would point out to thi ir lordlhips, the neeeflity of a moft 
vigorous and fpirited lefiftance, beeaufe it would clearly 
fliew that the whole was pointed to our deftruftion. He 
exposed the principles upon which the different parts of 
the confederacy were adling , vi/. your own fellov-lubje£ls 
fighting for independence under foieign afliftance. France 
protecting them againft the faith of ticacies and thj^declared 
larvof nations Spam without afliadow oi complanft throw- 
ing her weight rito the feale , and above all, he regretted 
with the moft xeal <?L ^le lofs of our ancient and natu- 
ral ally, (Hoilaiid,) that flie file Id forget her former policy 

.'and aCk fo inconhfttntly with ^nift mutual cpgagemcr 
which had fo long and fo nfepaiabij^ bpufld the two coiui- 
tiies. 

Such being the motives on vihieh thofe cfm'bjejfit powi 
had aCled, and fueh the Itimitc ohjeCls which they had 
contemplation, if Vv^uld, he prtfumed, be extremely 
jicceflary to trouble their Lordfliips with arguments caleu’ 
to exhort them to tb« moft fteady and vigorous meal 
in cndcavoaryig to defeat the joint attempts of lo dange 
a confederacy, which was diicQcd mfiniftftly to the i 
overthrow of this country. | 

Lordflnp having difcuffed f illy o n this part of his ful ' 
jedl, added, by way of commeiitaPy^ explanation, fever** 
auxiliary arguments in fupport of his general afltitions, 
and pointed out to the Houfe the abfolute iieccffity there 
was foi agreeing with the addrefs moved by the noble lord. 
Jf Paihameiit fhouJd hefitatc to co-operate with his Majefty, 
agreeably to the fentimehts delivered from the Throne, 
whtt would, in all piob^ihty, be the confequence ? Al- 

* ipwingi for argument fake, that it might be thought expedient 

to 
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t(P cifcontinue the war in America, 'and declare that countiy 
independent — would that anfwer any beneficial end ?-~No ^ 
but It might in his opinion be produ£live of the mod fatal 
and exteniive mifchiefs. The people of that country, at 
lead the govcArning power, would feel theoAfehres bound by 
recent obligations and the performance of fdleittn treaties )r 
they $(^ould give a trading preference to France, in the fale 
of all their valuable commodities ; fo that whatever we might 
jobtain through the medium of commerce, would probably 
be of an ijiferior quality/ and perhaps at an advanced price* 
Under fuch circumdances, we could expe^ to derive very 
little advantage, in the way of commercial intercouHe, with 
America, fo long as (he ihould continue under the obligation 
of treaties with France. Naval dores was the great ftapleof 
America. It would be in the power of France to obtains 
monopoly of that trade in her favour, which would give 
France fuch means of forming a naval power, and of cutting 
off our naval fupply of dgres, as mud, fooner or later, ter- 
minate in the aAual annihilation of the Britifh marineb 
He wifhcd their,ijorddiips*woulddire£I*their attention to 
the probable fate of the Wed India lllands, our mod ve* 
luable fiiheries, and to every one objeA wMch ferved to add 
^o our maritime drength aii4s<4:o€vc»4vrcial g^eatnefs. It 
r\i9 not only the immenfe ^turOs we received from thofc 
* ^*iids aunually ) it was^ntit merely the quantity of fidi that 
^as caught and lold^ bift it was the {hipping and vad number 
of manners ejaployed. Thofe proved the bed drength of 
natioiW'^lliat defeription of men would ceafe to exift 
* they no longer had embldt^p^t. und of courfe oitr 
-J 1 power and greatnefs would be'*'at an end, and "we 
be obliged to content ourfelves exafhly with that fitu- 
which the great powers of Europe Ihould think fit, 
i^gh intered or compaflion, to carve out*f<ftr us. He^ 
^^ild jud add a fingle o^rvation, that whatever nation 
^dtded the dominion of/the fea, would certainly give law 
*4 the Ead Indies; fo^tha/ thefe two illands would gradually. 

into a date of infignificance and national imbecilUty, 
tn'bre mortifying to a high fpirited pepple than adual fu^ 
jWgation, where perhaps they might have exerted t]^emfelves 
as more than men, and when they fell left it upon record, 
that they had fallen glorioufly in defence of their liberties 
and national independence. 

He reminded the Houfe, that, the King had fpoke Qf tbc 
trull that was repofed in him as the fovereign of a freto 

people^ 
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people;^ thatja lhafe of <iiat trull was alfo fepofed in theit 
Juordlhips, and that they could not, confiftcntly with their 
triilt, facrifice the iiiterells of the empire to a peace, which 
would be Ihort^.ei^en if attainable, and which would be im- 
politic, becauftfjt would go on the narrow grbund of facri- 
ncing th© fjrturp to th% prefent^ He faid, it could not be their 
intereft, even'if he could fuppofe it their inclination^to de- 
liver tbcmfelves up to a blind defpondency. He told the 
H'oufe, that whatever meafures the nccelTity of the times . 
would call for, whether peace or war, ftill the. hiyids of go- 
Tcrnment mull be llrengthencdby alTurance of fupport from 
that Hoiffc. He told them, that no nation ever rofe fuperior 
to her misfortunes by an abandonment of her fortitude and 
her cadfe : that no combination of powers ever in the hiftory 
of times cruihed one power* though ohc power had indeed 
often cruihed many countries in combination with each 
ether. 

He then took a view of the att^mptsof France in Europe. 
He held her up as a pi£lure of difgrMe there, rather than of 
triumph, for hating made fuch boofRngs of the invafions 
flic had projeflcd, and of their fruitlefs elFefts ; that with 
the combined fliJtts fhc,h>d* fo.rce enough at lead to attempt 
fomcthing,^nd heW^nisiintfa^ relle£lions on the probable 
want of harmony in their comh^s, ariling from a feparation 
of interefts, which .prompted thenti^ return home re infeSid ; 
and he fpoke in praife o^ our poli^, in Tceeping the force 
that was ftationed off the Texel always ben^mon its objefl 
of preventing the Dutch from making theirSarage to the 

He then took a view of the favourable appearances of things, 
to which the Ipeech alluded, in the Eaft Indies. He lamented, 
in llrong terms, the Mahratta war. Hedefcribed Hyder Ally 
.;as being flinder a necefiity of abandoning the Carnatic. He 
pictured the Mahrattas as betn^L completely invefted by our 
troops from breaking on the Company’s territories. He de^ 
.p^&cib'ed Bengal as in a ftate of pmc^iimind when fome noble 
Lords flaook their heads, he explained himfelf as meaning at 
• peace from foreign^ enemies, but not from, internal diffen- 
tionS, they meant to allude to the different Zemindars, 
in whofc ^hands the colleftion of the revenues was placed^ 
He faid, the -Nizam would not, he believed, forfake the 
company ; that the French had not a fettlement upon land 
y hafcver force they miglu have at fca, and that the Dutch 
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were defpncelefs, and had not fecured tht affe£lioh$ or thtf 
obedience of their fubje£ls. 

He then fpoke of the Eaft India Committee^ of which he 
-'had been a •member. He paid many compliments to th^ ^ 
gentlemen who compofed it for their candour^ thciorabilitiesf 
and their- determined perfeverance with which they hadpro*^ 
ceed«^. He advifed the Houfenotto prejudge any of the. 
left poilibly one day or other they might have fonia 
"'’TJfthem in judgment at their bar. 

Before he concluded, he made one piore eirclstmation 
againft France, and upon the urgencyThere was of Jirefling 
the whole Britifti force againft that marine— upon* which 
there was a great cry of Hear! hear! Yes, (faid he) 
hence fhould be your principal objeft. . She has been your ' 
principal objeft. You have been fighting France in Ame- 
rica, and if you could have haply gained a victory over her,' 
then you would have gained a greater point than if you had 
deftroyed her fleet off the harbour of Brcft. He conjured 
the miniftry, wb:ite//f:r they did with the troops in Ameri- 
ca, never to rccal the fleet from the American coaft, becaufe 
if they did, America had fo much -within herfelf the means 
of eftablifhing a marine, that tvii^tt^rhmerce •of all our 
iflands would be effectually 4 eftroyed. But, he faid, thefe 
matters wero properly t]^' confideration of the executive 
' government. He condemned the j^olicy which had prevailed 
of late years, talcing away the refponfibility of the . 

CLitive pow^ji^^^Dy throwing every thing into Parliament. 
He faid it was uncoriftitutsonal to Jife faid, all Par- 

liament had to do was to promife fnpport, as the addrefs 
propofed, in general terms, for the profecution of war, 
without pointing out the mode of carrying it on^ 

His Lordftiip, after making fevdral more obTervations, 
exhorted their Lordfhips to ;saM forth that vigour of fpirit ‘ 
which, be truftedy ftill remaned unabated in this country^ 
becaufe it had never been cicerted in vain. Difagrceablc 
as the profpeCls v/ere, there were inftances recorded in hif-^ 
tory, when public affairs wore a much worfc afped ; and how 
did we furmount them ? not by doubts and apprehenfioms ap- 
proaching to a fatal defpondency, but by the moft aSive ex- 
ertions and the moft confummatQ refolution. By fiich 
means we had hitherto triumphed, and defeatd^d the dcep«» • 
laid fchemes of 01^ enemies; and although, byveforting iq 
the fame means, and adopting a fimilar edndu^ on the pre«^ 
fent o'ceafion, ho- could not fiattcir himfcl# that* eve»% 

would 
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wt»uld pforc equally fuccefsful, yet he knew not in what 
ether manner it would be feafible for us to aft. The fate 
of Lord Cornwallis was to be lamented as a public lofs, and 
no nian who acquainted with his Lordfliip’s, eminent 
* abilities -and general cHamfter, but muft feel for him as an 
officer, and his gallapt army. ^ ^ 

He then concluded a fpeech of conCderable length, with 
hoping that their Lordfliips would agree to the* nH)*Yon 
made in anfwer to his Majefty V mqft gracious fpeech frbine 
the Thione. ^ 

Loid^Wycombe (Earl of Shelburne) began with faying, he 
was not furprized by the opinions and fentiments exprefled 
by the two noble Lords who had moved and feconded the 
motion for an addrefs, nor was he furprized at the language 
they had that day liftened to from the Throne. He could 
cafily account for a Prince, poflefled of a valorous and ge- 
nerous mind, gathering firmnefs^from misfortune, and af- 
luming an air of dignity and determination in the moment 
when calamity pVefled hard upon hi‘n(T\jnd his people. He 
could cafily account to himfelf, why his Majefty, who had 
fecn his empire^t its achme,,at a pitch of glory and fplen- 
dor, perfefl-ly aftofl Mting ^and dazzling, tumbled down to 
difgrace and ruin, with a degree of precipitation which no 
previous hiftory could parallel/^lhould rife ii\ greatnefs of 
mind fuperior to the dreiedful fituulion his affairs. As 
little was he furprized that minifters fliould take advantage 
of the noble fentiments of their monarch ,*S.:dcont rive and 
fabricate fuch ^^fpee^Jia^s Ihould j^eft fuit to ^ter his per- 
fqnal feelings ; butit was to be renaembered, that thofe mi- 
nifters liad never governed long for the people’s advantage 
in any country, who had not fortitude enough to refill and 
withftaifd *the mere impulfe of their matter’s fentiments, 
when the real ftate of an empire called for a plain, fincerc, 
undifguifed reprefentation o 4 its condition, and honeftly 
tfell him what really was or wJs not advifeable, or likely to 
retrieve his affairs, and bring th'enTback again in fome to- 
lerable degree tq the happy and profperous condition in 
whickthey fo lately ftood. It had been ufual, his Lord- 
ship obferved, to treat the fpeech from the throne as the 
fpeech of the minifterj but whether in faft, the fentiments 
they had juft heard were the genuine fentiments of his Ma- 

J *tfty, or the language which the minifter had put into the 
loy^ mouth, he (hould proceed to give his opinion upon 
it exadlly as it ftruck him. His Lordfiiip then proceeded 
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to examine the fpeech, arid 'declared it appeared unac-*' 
countable to him how the fituation of our affairs in India 
got into it. He liftencd with great attention to all that 
had fallen from the two noble Lords who had fupported 
the acUli efs,*to find if he could gather anjf iifw light upon 
the I'libject; but nothing they hud faid, and ho would’* 
he bold te fay, nothing that either of them ‘coul’cl advance,' 
w’ouhl ferve in the leaft to clear up the myftery. He 
take upon him to aflert, that government were in 
poflclTioc of no authentic information on the fubjeft, nor 
were they able to produce any account that could warrant 
that Houfc in fuppofing, that our affairs in India were in a* 
condition to be boaftecl of. The abominable peculations 
and abufes that had been pradifed there by thofe in power, 
were a fcandal and a difgrace to miuilters, who ought long 
Cncc to have applied a radical cure to the evil, and effeftu- 
ally prevented a coritiiiiiancc of praflices that -had loaded 
the Britirti charatler with infamy. The noble Lord who 
fpoke laft told the Houfe, that Hyder Ally was rcpulfcd, 
and that our armsdnder the'condudl of Sir Eyre Coote had 
been crowned with*conqueft. Suppofing thefe fails toibe 
true, exadlly as they were ftatod,. what dift’tl>ey amount to ? 
He was well affured, and he.4poke fix)m ^thority that 
might be depended upon, %hat fuch were the damages done^ 
to the Carnatic by the* irruption of Hyder Ally and his* 
enormous quantity of-tavalry, tt^at it could not be retrieved 
in a great nu?gh<-*r <jf years. The noble Ix>rd fpoke of the 
province ^^engal, and of the Eall-Indies, being a mine 
of refources to this country fome- 

thing of the Bengal treafury, but not'a fyllable ,'Upon the 
fiibjedl ! The fact w'as, there w'as not a fingle fliilHng there, 
.and the territorial revenues in the Eaft-Indies, for want of 
proper management and condudl, fo far from* Ifeing a mine 
of refourcc, would prove a heavy burthen to this country j 
the expences of the government, of the forces there, &C. 
being obliged to be fuftained at an immerifc coll to Grcat-% 
Britain. The noble Lords talked of our refources, and' 
both they and the minifter’s fpecch.had pointed out the 
Eaft-Indies as the proper place to draw thcm.from; he 
would take the liberty to excite the attention of.their Lord- 
fhips to facts, and places nearer home*, and firft, let then! 
recollccl the material events of the war- We had now 
been thirteen years engaged in k, for fo long ago it was (at 
VoL. yil. p I timfi 
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a time when -he had the. honour to be in office,) that a 
qu.cftion arofe on the fubjeft of fending two regiments to 
General Gage j he was perfectly in the rccollcdtion of fomc 
of his then colleagues in office, th.it he delivered it as his 
opinion, they ffiduld be fent with a diferetiona^y poM cr to 
<Scneral page, to keep’them, if occafion rendered it abfo- 
lately neceflary,‘btit otherwife to fend them back, • .His col- 
leagues in office were of opinion, that they ffiould at 
all events in America ; he was overpowered, and they we.ifc 
At that time he predifted the fa’tal events that. endued. It 
was now feven years fince blood was drawn in America, (for 
it was in •1775 that the affair of Lexington and BunkerVhill 
took place,) and let their Lordlhips paufc a little upon the 
events that marked the progrefs of the war 1 He mentioned 
the capture of Mr, fiurgoyne and his army, and imputed the 
public misfortunes to* a want of fyllcm, of combination, 
and intelligence, which, he faid, particularly charadterized 
it from beginning to the end, He declared, we had all 
through been following the French, and giving them the 
advantage by that nieans. That as foofl^^s wc hgard they 
wore failed with a large force on an expedition, welollow- 
cd them with a frtfall one, .and fcarcely ever arrived till the 
bufincfs theyjpvent upon w-ai;* executed, This, he afferted, 
the cafe in the Chefapeak.^Not that the Chefapeak 
• was merely where Lord Cornw^lis had beeiK ^:aptuicd, 
Wc lliould immediately alnfoft, if tJfe war was continued, 
with the fame want of fyftem and combinatjpn, as it had 
been, have another Chefapeak at Jamaica ! anb^^r Chefa-i 
peak at BarbadocsJ[anQjb<''r Chefapef k at all our We(t-India 
iflands ! nay, be to fee another Chefapeak at Ply- 

mouth, and ffipuld not wonder to find a Chefapeak in the 
River Thames ! He ftated the periods at which France and 
Spain had bxoLe with us, and faid, that laft year was mark^ 
cd by the phrenzy of our going to war with our old natu- 
ral friend and ally the Dutch, He called it a war of per- 
fitty and of breach of faith j he faid, as the mcafure was 
concealed till the moment of its taking place, he thought 
that minifters had determined in that cafe to do fomething 
great, fom^ething important, fomething to rccompence the 
lofs of reputation incurred by fo fuameful a fuiprize. For 
his part, if he had ever determined on being a rogue, he 
would at leaft have Ihewn himfelf an able rogue, and have 
done feme deed great enough to bear out his perfidy j when 
ipinil&rs, thcicforc, broke with the Dutch, he fuppofed at 

Jeaft 
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leaft, that they had fent to feize on foinc of theSpice-iflan'dS) 

Ceylon, or fome other important place. But what had they 
done ? Taken St. Euftatius ! He appealed to the Houfe whe- 
ther, when %hat matter was debated laft yCar^ he did not fay 
the capture of St. EuftatiUs would pVove the worllfjob of thd 
whole waf. His predifiion had been fully TeriftetTI It was faid 
by minifters, t^t the taking of St. Euftsitius would put an 
egffto 'thd rebellion ; that it was the fource of (lores .to 
"Americgi, and that the waf would be finidied by it. Was 
that the cafe ? On the contrary, was not the reverfe dirc&- 
ly the confequence ? Our Admiraf^nd General -who took 
the ifland, had ten times better have burnt the (lores they 
found tlfere than have done what they did with them. 

They fold them to go in neutral velTels, fo that they 
fell into the hands of the very people from whom it was 
pretended they were to be kept. Perhaps there was a ver- 
bal condition, that thofc who bought them (hould not fell 
them to the rebels j but let their Lordlhips conlider what 
reliance (ould be ^daced on a verbal condition, that a mer- 
chant (hould not fell the goods he had purchafed to the bled 
advantage ! When he faid . that the dipture of St. Eu- 
datius was a circumdance rather to be lamented than re- 
joiced at, he had fpoken from good mercantile authority^ 
acquired at the other end of the town, and the event (hew-- 
ed, that thofe ftien whom he Hbad talked with upon the 
fubjc£l, w'erej)erfc£lly right in their conje£lure$. For his 
part, he jjjldtnnly believed the capture of Lord Cornwallis 
was owing to the capt^fre of St.^jjtati^ 

The fpecch and the addrefs talked or^^ofecuting the war } 
how it was polTible ? Where were the refourtes ? With re- 
gard to men and money, to fay nothing of the condu£l of 
the Admiralty, and of the army and navy, wheffe were they 
to be had ? From living in the country, he knew that a 
(ingle recruit for any of the old regiments was fcarcely to 
be obtained on any terms. Our navy too, if we had the 
bed Fird Lord of the Admiralty, and the abled Board that 
ever fat, it was impolTible to provide,for all the didant fer- 
vices of fo extenfive a war ; and the reafon was obvious, 
the fine navy that belonged to Great-Britain atjthe conclu- 
fion of the lad war had been fu(Fered to rot and moulder 
away, while France and Spain lud been recruiting and re- 
pairing their navy during the whole of the peace, ^ith 
to money, the lad loan of twelve millions cod the country 

C 2 twenty- 
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twc.nty-onc, fo extravagant were the terms on which the 
money was borrowed ! The war had already adder! eighty 
millions to the'^ national debt, and before the next 
campaign was aver it would amount to one hundred, 
,fo that, in fafit, we fheuld have double the intcreft of tl)C 
national 3 ebl: to. pay without the fmalleft profppft of peace. 
With regard to allies, w'here were we to look ^6r them ? 
There was one ppwer indeed in Europe, the amiabfer^efs 
and greatnefs of chara£lcr of whole fovereign, as well 
his immenfe refources, added to his great prediletlion for 
this country, pointed him out as the only power that could 
interfere to our advantage, but to his certain knowledge, the 
Prince to whom he alluded, regarded the prefent war as 
a mad and a defperate war for Great Britain to have under- 
taken and engaged in. Before therefore their Lordfliips 
acceded to an addrefs that pledged them to profecute the 
war with vigour, he hoped and expefked that MiniRers 
would Hand up and declare that they had rcfolved on an 
entire change of fyftcm ; that they hack^refources to which 
tljeir Lordfliips were ftrangers 5 that they meant *to imitate 
the king of Pru<fa, by founding all their proceedings on 
llri£l juftice ; and that tKc war was to be conduced on a 
plan that hafl fomc thing more like wifdpm, combination, 
♦ and knowledge, for its bafis, than any thing that had 
hitherto appeared in their g 3 iidu£):. * 

His Lordfliip complained of that method of doing hufinefs 
in Parliament, which, he faid, minillcrs liatf^cl^ly adopted. 
He did not underftand Oj^ppiiing the meetin^fill jult be- 
fore Chrlftmas, nfbvJp^^TOnurry throfigh the money-bills, and 
then adjourn, any more than he approved poftponing the 
^onfidcration of all material national topics in Parliament 
after ChrUJmas, till juft upon the fummer recefs, when moll 
of the country gentlemen were out of town, and there wfias 
great difficulty in getting together a tolerable Iloufe to do 
the bufinefs. 

His Lordfliip here entered into explanatory obfervations 
in order to elucidate his general aflertions. He contrafted 
■ the money borrowed and funded with the eftedls of each 
fuccelfivtf campaign. 

This ill-sfated war, his Lordfhip obferved, commenced in 
1775: No money was borrowed that year, becaufe minifters 
wxre fearful of alarming Parliament and the nation with the 
proipeft of any additionarcxpcnce. Blows began, and the 
•fields of Lexington and BuukePs-hill were the lirft witnefles 
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to the deplorable fight of Englilhmen and fellow-fubjcfts 
fliedding each others blood. 

The campaign of 1776, commenced with the evacuation 
of Doftoii, and terminated with the affair at Trenton. 
That year we borrowed two millions. ThatW i J77 was 
diflinguifhed chiefly by the capture of Philadelphia, and 
defeating the Americans in two pitched battles ; but how 
was JF^ound up ? by the capture or lofs of five thoufand 
•<TMfur fineft veteran troops*, commanded by General Bur- 
goyne. That year we borrowed five millions. 

The campaign of 1778 opened a mew feene In^Europe 
and America: France declared againft us ; America was, 
by that means, for ever feparated from the parent ftate. 
Philadelphia and Rhode Jiland were abandoned or evacu- 
ated ; and the debt incurred that year was feven millions. 

The campaign of 1779, in America, was various and 
rather fuccefsful, but exhibited nothing decifive. Wc 
gained ground in the Ibutfiern provinces, but were unequal 
to the making any attempt in. the northern or middle colo- 
nics, where only the refiftance was or could be formidably;. 
This year produced another powerful enen^y in Spain, who 
declared againft us ; and this year we borrowed ten mil- 
lions. The campaign of 1780 was uflicred m with the 
capture of (^harles-town, and was followed by feme fignal 
advantages gained iij the interior.jcotintry ; but it ended un- 
favourably with the total lofs of a very valuable corps under 
Colonel Ferg^iiTonj and that year we borrowed twelve 
millions. 

It would be taking u^.too much oi Lordfliips time 
to particularize the tranfaftions of the year 1781. It was 
lullicient to obferve, that the campaigns ended with the 
capture of feven thoufand of the beft veteran® troops in 
Europe and their gallant commander ; that we had fcarcely 
a foot of ground in America which we could, with confi- 
dence, call our own ; and, that this year, as the laft, we 
added twelve millions more to the national debt. 

The queftion of continuing the American war, he 
ftated to be a moft weighty one, and a queftion which 
ought not, by any means, to be haftily decided , upon j in 
order, therefore, to give due tiqie for confidcrihg it with 
proper attention, he declared, h^^ had drawn up a motion, 
which lie would read, and which was as follows : To leave 
out ail the addrefs, after the fecond paragraph, and iflfert 
thefe words: And we will, without delay,- apply 0115#' 

fcWc$ 
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rfelves with united hearts to propofe and digeft fuch councih 
to be laid at his royal feet, as may excite the efFoits, point 
the arms, and command the confidence of all his fubjeds/' 
He faid he«ha 4 drawn up his motion in the moil mode- 
rate and inoffenfivc terms poilible, with the hope that it 
might mefet with their Lordihips unanimous cjoncurrencc j 
at the fame time a few words would be neceflary fo*r him to 
iay in apology to thofe noble Lords with whom he lia^^ been 
accullomed to ad, in order -to obviate any pbjedlion’TiTIat 
they might take at his offering fo cold and temperate an 
amendment ; and firil, he begged them not to confiderhim as 
meaning by any means whatever to compliment niinifters, 
or ihew the leaft approbation of their measures refpeding 
the American war, every one of which he had fo uniformly 
and fo decifively condemned. So far was he from having 
any fuch intention, that he declared^ if any one Lord would 
move a motion reprobating the condud erf Adminiftratfon 
in the ftrongeft manner, he would give it his hearty fup- 
port. IJis Lordihip quoted the faying of the Earl of Cha-- 
^ham in that Houfe fome years lince, when fpeaking of tl»e 
meafurcs whicl^were at that time purfuing ; the Earl faid, 
•‘that though he would not take ui>i)n him to declare, 
that if the'iyflem then adopted was perfevered in. Ins Ma- 
jefty M^ould lofc his crown; he would fay, ij would preci- 
pitate Ins aflaiis into fach a ftate of fufti, dillraction, and 
•’Calamity, that his crown would fcarccly be worth his wear- 
ing.” This fituation, his Lordfliip fai3,'^,was now ap- 
proaching with rapid ^idctf. 
fcukc of ^ The Duke (r i ^J^f t hmond rofe a Ad faid, that hr agreed in 

Rtcbmvud. cvtiy argument and pofition of his noble friend. 

The fccond paragraph of the propofed addiefs, his Grace 
thoiight jjvas exceedingly exceptionable. In that paragraph 
it was ftated, that the Houfe lamented that the “ reftlefs 
ambition of his Majefty’s enemies prolonged that war 
I W'liich. It had occafioned;” this aficrtion, his Grace faid, 
appeared to Iiim to be altogether unwarrantable and ill- 
foundtd, for he verUy believed that the King’s mmillers, 
and not the reftlefs ambition of his Majeftys enemies, were 
the cauVe, not only of the war, but of all tlic calamities 
that had followed one another fo fall, almoft from the com- 
mencement of the prefent reign. We owed the dreadful 
and difgraceful fituation of our affairs to what many a man 
ovKid his private misfortunes 5 to folly. It was to that 
wretched /)*ftcm of government whicli had been early 
" X adopted 
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adopted in the reign of his Majeftyj* and which'firft 
rife to that abominable title, odiOus dillmftion, called' 
<< a king’s friend,’^ as if a man coiild not aft in oppofition 
to the mcafures of Government without beyig a perfonal 
enemy to his Mujeftjr/ His Grace applauded"’ the prbpo-r 
fition of the noble Earl, and faid it was the duty of their 
Ijorclfhips to fuggeft falutary advice to the Crown, and to: 
ftand uft as aflertors of- the rights of the people, but that 
h e tbp ught there was little profpeft of giving that advice 
with any eftbft, unlefs the original principles of the confti- 
tution were reftored, . and, particularly, the people had a 
real reprefentation in the other HoUfe of Parliament. At 
prefent, his Grace faid, fcarcely a feventh part of the 
people were reprefented, while all the remainder had no 
concern whatever, either virtually or individually, in the 
management of their own affairs, wdiich their Lordfhipj> 
w'cll knew the conftitution of this country, as originally 
framed, gave them a right- to have. He appealed to the 
Houfc, whether many of their Lordfliips did not name the^ 
inembiTS forcfeveral boroughs, and whether the reprefenta-' 
tives v'crc not chofen only by the managenjent of two or 
three burgeffes? Was that the foft of reprefentation dc- 
figned by the conftitution ? Undoubtedly it Vas not. 
When this matter was reformed, his Grace declared he 
•fhould hope to'fee tjie country in a way to regain fomewhat 
of its former greatnefsi but there w^ere feveral things which 
he fliould advife as fteps to fuccefs equally neceffary ^ and 
firft he fliould' wifli minifters to cpnfider tt^emfelves as 
fomebody, and to have a flCpminuriicatioii^r^i?li each other; 
in ftiort, lb to aft together,' and in a manner which Ihould 
appear to arife from concerted judgment and comparative 
opinion. At prefent, he faid, the country w'-as governed 
by clerks, each miniftcr Handing upon his fingle footing, 
and confining bimfdlf to his own office ; the confequence 
was, there was no Tefponfibiliry, no union of opinion, no 
concerted pieafures, but, in the Head thereof, difunion, 
weaknefs, and corruption. The interior cabinet, lie de- 
clared, had been the ruin of this country. To prove itgf 
mifehievDus tendency, he inftanced the declaration oT the 
Earl of Chatham, who had faid in that Houfc, that on 
his laft coming into office, when he entered the King*s 
clofet, he found his ground rotten, a^d that he had been 
duped and deceived.” He next * obferved, that hi^ 
vifli -WQidd be to change the fyftepi of the war;''*to? 

CarrV 
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carry it on- defenfivcly, and not ofFenfivcly,. The great 
error was, we had aded upon the ofFenfive, without the 

i )ower to do fo with any efFeft ; by changing it to a defen- 
ive war we might recover, and by and by be able to aft 
upon the oflenTive, ^And he begged the Houfe to under- 
ftaUdj^that by a defenfive war, he meant to advife a w^ar by 
fea; to ftrejigthcn. our navy, the natural fecurity of the 
kingdom, and to leffen the army: His Grace dftdared, 

. though it was the middle of a war, he made no fcrup}g^|Q 
recommend it moft ftrenuoufly to Government immediately 
to fet about diminifhing the army v and that as much as 
poffibfc. Ireland, he thought, might be guarded fuf- 
ficiently by the volunteers, and this country by the militia, 
if put upon a proper footing. His idea w^as, that the 
country iliould be armed, and then they w^ould prove a more 
powerful defence than any army, howwer numerous. He 
advifed withdrawing the troops, and ftrengthening the 
Weft-India iflands ; aflerting, tlxit if the Americans were left 
to themfelves, there w'as the greateft probability that a recon- 
ciliation might'in time be effccled, and that they would by 
* and by fuc to us, and folicit our proteftion of them from 
the opprefliorfs of the^French, their prefent unnatural 
allies. By profecuing the war, we only encreafed their ani- 
mofity againft us, and rivetted the bonds of their alliance 
with the French more ftrongly. His Grace*fpoke likewdfe 
of the ftate of our forfifications at ^lomc, and faid that a- 
great deal of money had been moft ridiculoully wafted on new 
works, which, when finifhed, could be of Waife whatever. 
He particulafj^ i^artted *thc li^s at Chatham, which he 
declared, as a military man, w^ere the moft abfurd and in- 
effectual that could poffibly be devifed, and yet they were 
crefted at an immenfe cxpence. The thicknefs of the 
parape?, 'his Grace ftiid, was no more than feven feet, 
whereas every perfon at all ufed to fortification, knew that 
the proper thicknefs of a parapet, cannon proof, was cigli- 
teen feet. Such mere paper w^orks, his Grace declared, 
would be knocked all to pieces at the .firft fire, were guns 
brought to bear- on them ! After dwelling on thefe and a 
varieiy of other matters, the Duke declared, if the motion 
was unfuccefsful, he Ihould not tire the Houfe with the 
farce of debate this fcflion ; and at lengtii concluded with 
moving, that the fecOnd paragraph of the Addrefs,' as ori- 
ginally moved, be omitted, and that it ftand only the firft 
paragraph, in ofder ito make room for the jwitroduftion of 
Lord Shelburne's ameridmeiitfc 

f The 
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The Earl of Wcjimoreland fuppdrted the motion for the E«rl of 
Addrefs very warmly. His Lordfliip was as ready to ac- Weftmow 
knowledge he faid, as cither the noble Lord or the noble 
Duke who fpoke laft, that our alTairs wer^ unhappily in a 
very difagrecablc way; nay, he would gcPaltej^ farther. 

With the noble Lords, and confefs they .wete in a very 
alarming Situation, but he would never confent to go the 
full .]«ngth. of the conclufion which their Lorclftiips feemed 
deSrous to imprefs on the Jdoufe, tliat the aflairs of this 
country ♦were irretrievable. He was, for his part, led to 
think very differently upon the fubje^l:, and inllcad of hold- 
ing out gloomy ideas creative of defpondcncy, he ftiould 
rather recommend to his fellow fubjefls to (land forth like 
men, and in proportion to the dangers which aftually 
threatened or feemed to threaten them, to rife in their ex-. 
ertions and fupply what In fome refpcdls feem now wanted, 
by the utmoft vigour, accompanied by the moll unmixed 
and perfevering rcfolutioli. 

This country, hiftory informed us, ha^d often experienc- 
ed the nwfl; imminent national peril. Heu liberties h^id 
been frequently attempted, and in more jhan one inflance 
direclly violated. She had been ‘attacked from without and 
within ; (he had a powerful en^my, one of Ae moft pow- 
erful in Europe, threatening her on one fide, and a nume-* 
rolls party *at hpmc, friends to the exiled king, on the * 
other : yet, in a nioment fuch as he had deferibed, one of 
the moll perilous that could be pofiibly conceived, when 
pur laws, liberties, and confiitution were at Hake, the people 
of England did not defoair ; they di'l adopt the lan- 
guage of lamentation ana dcfpondency : no, theyftood forth 
like men, they a£led with the moll uncommon rcfolutioii, 
they made exertions unprecedented in modern ftory ; the 
means adopted were adequete to the great and ^orious ob- 
je£l they wiflied to obtain, and private ‘virtue and public 
fpirit at length happily prevailed over the machinations of 
wicked ambition, and a fyllem of tyranny and dcfpotifm, 
levelled at the very vitals of the conftitution, 

He could adduce innumerable examples of the principle 
wdiich he had been endeavouring to cflablifh from the hif- 
tory of thofe nations and Hates, which by the* extent of 
territories, natural or acquired power, feats inarms, knowv 
^ ledge of the arts and fciences, of public virtue, have been 
moH renowmed, and hiftory had 'held almoft one unifcrm 
language on the fubjeft, that national difappointments and* 
public defeats, however fatal in their immediate effecis, or 
Alarming .as to future confequences, inftead of depreffing 
, VfijL^VII. I) ^ the 
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the fpirits of the pcople^^ or urging them to enter into dif- 
graceful or precarious terms of accomodation, had a dire£k 
contrary operation, and never failed to fuggelt the moft 
probable means ®f either retaliating on the en<fmy immedi- 

• ately, or^ adopting thc'plan moft likely to enfure fuccefs 
and viftory at feme future and more feafonable period. 

Such was the coriduft of the little Grecian republics, 
when aflailed by the almoft invincible or ■ irfefiftable 
power of the Perfian empire, -and fuch was. afterwards 
the unalterable wifdom and policy of that glorious re- 
public, framed and ellablilhed by the antient Romans. 
To quote examples in order to demonftrate that this fpirit, 
fuch as he had deferibed, gave birth to a fixed principle of 
policy in the Roman people, and pervaded every part of 
their legiflative and executive fyftem, would, in fome mca- 
fure, amount to an hiftory of that republic, till flie attained 
to be the miftrefs of the world, yet out of a great number 
which then crouded on his mind, he could not avoid men- 
tioning one which particularly ftruck him at that inftant ; 
it^was the anfwer the Roman fenate gave to the ambafiadors 
of Phyrus, who same to Rome with offers of amity and ac- 
comodation, after having^aihed a complete viftory over 
the flower of* the Roman legions, a war too, in the courfc 
I of which they had loft three armies. What w^s the anfwer 
of the fenate ? ** Tell yoarmafter,” fjidpthey, “ that we 

will treat of peace with him, when he gives us back his :r^c- 
tory.” 

His Lordlhip here entered fliortly into his reafons for 
giving his negativ’d *to the amendmj^t moved by the noble 
Lord early in the day, obferving, that it would, if agreed 
to, fufpend all national exertion, or rather operate as a dif- 
couragem^nt to all rigorous meafures whatever. He ftiould 
not trouble their Lordfhips on the manifeft impropriety of 
the propolition, becaufe he expefted before the Houfe rofe 
to hear it difeuffed in a much abler manner than he could 
pretend to do. 

His Lordfliip concluded his fpeech with exhorting their 
Lordfhips by their cbndu£l and example, to infpire the na- 
tion at Idrge with thofe fentiments which *could only refeue 
us from oUr prefent fituation ; a preparation for a vigorous 
continuation of the war, -in order to balance our late fatal 
difafters, and that in the field, where only fuch difafters 
couM be repaired. His ‘Lordlhip fpoke to feveral other 

• points of lefs confequence, profelfing that he had no other 
motive for troubling their Lordfhips than the honour of hit 
forcreign and the g<)od of his country. 


The 
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The Duke of Dorfet exprefled his full approbation of the? 
Addrefsi as moved early in the day. He faid, matters had 
gone to fuch a length that it was now too late to recede* 
If we (topped or hefitated, we mull be Undo^ie ; it there- 
fore became, as well from fentiment as necelTity/our in- 
difpenfible.duty to proceed to call forth every power and 
ability^’refident in the (late ; to (train every nerve, and de- 
tcripine,' as men and Britons, to perfevere till we (hall be 
able to cfFe£l an honourable peace ; or if we mud fall, of 
which he entertained not the mod d^ant appreheniion, to 
fall charafteiidically, agreeably to the long ellablillred repu- 
tation of Englilhmen, with honour and glory. 

His Grace was followed by the Marquis of Rockingham 
in favour of the motion, and of courfe againd the Addrefs, 
as originally moved. He obferved, the calamities we now 
felt, though they had been many years approaching, were 
not produced by any fudden or tranfient caufe ; they were 
the fruits of fydem and pre-determination ; of a combina- 
tion of views and motives, long and fedulo*ufly weighed and 
confidered, but which could not be matured, nor carrieH 
into execution, till after a certain event. That event (the 
death of the late king) at length took place, and the fy(lem 
in a few months began to exhibit itfelf. It was a proferip* 
tive fydem, •a fydem of favouritifm and fecrct government. 

On the demife of that good sftid g*eat Prince our public 
affairs were in the mod profperous fituation. We triumphed 
over our enemies wherever we met them, and were fuc- 
cefsful in every quarter of the globe whithej our arms were 
borne. We had a PitO to direft our political machine* 
We had a Newcadlc at the head of our finances. We had 
a Legge at the Exchequer, and an Anfon at the head of our 
navy. They were not only able and upright but they 
were, what in this country, where the powers of govern- 
ment are divided .and parcelled out, will be at all times of 
the greated confequence, fo long as the fpirit and feheme of 
our conditution are faithfully adhered to. They formed a 
popular adminidration. They had the confidence and good 
will as well as the approbation of the people. , 

This formed one fide of the pifturc; turn for^a minute 
to the reverfe. The men he had been deferibing were ob- 
liged to refign one by one. They*.perceived they did not 
poffefs the confidence of their Sovereign, and with it t]^at 
fpecies of power fo neceffary for carrying on the affairs of 
government with fuccefs. They retreated with a mixture 
of forrow and difgud, as they could no Jonger retain their 
lituations with honour, which made way foi^ the appointing 
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a nobleman of great private worth, he prefumed, but whom 
from his birth to the time of his elevation to the part of firft 
commiflioncr of the Treafury-board, had no opportunity 
whatever of making himfelf acquainted with p^iblic bufinefs. 
He (ho^ld avoid detail^, and content himfelf with one general 
obfervation, that henceforward every thing was condufted 
through the ‘means of favouritifm and fccrct infllience; and 
the two or three fhort lived fucceflive adnjiniftrations, 
which were called by their Soyereign to condudt the aiffairs* 
of government, foon felt the weight of both, fend when 
the neceflary experiments had been made, and the ftrength 
of parties fully tried, then was the malk thrown afide, and 
the real fyftcm of 1760 fully developed in 1767, from 
which lad period to the moment he was fpeaking, it had 
continued in full vigjour, and was likely to do fo till the ef- 
fc6ls had fatally verified the fource whence they fprang, by, 
he feared, the total ruin of this country. 

His Lorcifliip obferved, that if he had no other objeftlon 
to the Addrefs as firft moved, the pafliige objedfed to by the 
noble Puke would have Infurcd it his moft hcarly negative j 
where it is propofed, to afl'ure his Majeity that they fee 
wdth concern that the war is prolonged by that reftlcfs am- 
bition whi( 5 h full excited our enemies to commence it.’^ 
t Here he would, in the language of Parliament, confidcr the 
* Speech from the I'hronc as the Miniltcj's, aiid as fuch he 
would, without referve, venture to pro^iounce this charge as 
Tirrant a falichood as ever was framed. The reftlefs ambition 
fo unjulUy imputed to others ought to be traced to its true 
origin ; to feo«ct influence j to^ lull of uncoiiftitutional 
power ; to an attempt to render America as fervile and 
devoted as England had already proved herfelf 5 and, under 
the high^ founding terms of unlimited rule and royal pa- 
tronage, idvite the Sovereign to the adopting thofe fatal 
pernicious counfels which had already deprived us of 
^America itfclf, and would probably end in the difmtmbcri- 
ment of ail the diftant pofleflions and dependencies of 
the Britifti empire. It was this fpecies of rcfllefs, 
unattainable ambition, which was the caufe of the war, ae 
it ftill continues to be of its prolongatjon. At the time 
thefe unhappy difturbances broke out at Bofton, we had 
not a fingle declared eryemy in the world, nor for nearly 
five years afterwards, except the refiftance made by our 
fubjccis again’ft the opprefTion and tyranny w^hich we 
c endeavoured to inflift upon them. At length, driven to the 
jbyink of dcfpair^ and preferring every other evil and in- 
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conveniencp to flavery, they fought aflifts^ncc fromaforciga 
power. When another enemy was added, and laftly, 
though Spain did not come in as an ally, Ihc threw a weight 
in the oppofite fcale, which anfwcred nearly the fame end. 

After confirmmg his general aflertions, by feycral ^rro, 
borative arguments, he concluded with declaring, tliat he 
would £ive 1 is hearty aflent tp the amendment- moved by 
the noble Lord, and fince amended by a noble Duke. 

Th^ Earl of Denbigh faid, he could not give a filent vote of 
on a queftion of fo much importance in the prefent critical . 

fituation of our affairs. The noble Earl, who moved the 
amendment, had cenfured the capture of St. Euftatius> and 
called it an inftance of perfidy, ^For his part, he faw the 
matter in a very different light 5 the war with Holland was 
a neceffary one, and fo far from being taken by furprize,. the 
Dutch knew that war with England mpft enfue if they did 
not comply with her juft and fair requifitions. As to taking 
the ifland before the declaration, and by furprize, as the 
noble Earl termed it, that was not the cafe \ but if it had, 
where would have been the criminality of thfe meafure ? He 
w'as old enough to remember, that at the begiiiningof laft* 
war, previous to any declaration, we feiz^d the French 
merchantmen, and it was then talked of as a moft laudable 
meafure, though we pnly got a little falt-fifli ajid a fpw of , 
the French fdamen, whereas the capture of St. Euftatius 
was worth at leaft a million and a half to Great-Britain. 

The Miniftry had been abufed for the difaftcr that had hap- 
pened to Lord Cornwallis when they were not to blame 
in the leaft. It was the executive, and notjthe minifterial 
branch of government, to w^hom alone any cenfure was 
imputable. The executive branch, he repeated his word?, 
and he would tell their Lordfhips why he refted the blame 
there. Information was fent to the Commanded m Chief 
of the army at New-York, of the intended expedition of 
the French in the Chefapeak, fo long ago as Maylalt; it 
w^as repeated again in June and in July, and he believed frefh 
information of it w^as fent fo late as Auguft laft, and 
nothing was done, in confcquence to avert the evil that was 
impending. That gallant Admiral, now at home, and who 
had performed more aftival fcrvice than any other fea 
ollicer this war, had fent word of ^he intended expedition 
from the Weft-Indies to New-York: And when he came 
away he ordered Sir Samuel Hood to proceed with his flt^t 
to the mouth of the Chefapeak, and wait there till ^ 
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Admiral Graves joined him, in order to prevent the French 
fleet from entering the Chefapeak, and eflcfting their dcfign, 
Sir Samuel Hood arrived at the mouth of the Chefapeak 
with his fqujvdron, and difpatched a frigaite to Admiral 
Gravies, toilet him know he waited for him ; he continued 
thcic nine days, but was not joined ; when^ tired with 
waiting, hc-looked into the Chcafapeak and into the Dcla- 
M'arc, but faw neither friend nor foe ; he then failed to 
New-York. His Lordlhip . faid farther, that Aflmiral 
Graves did not take all our fliips with him when he engaged 
MonCde GralTe, but left one behind him* He added, that 
by mentioning thefe paiticulars, he meant to impute blame 
to no man, oijly to clear Minifters, who had been unjuftly 
accufed. Probably the commanders in chief by fca and 
land, in America, had very good reafons for what they did. 
All he wiflicd for was an inquiry j a full, fair, and leiious 
inquiry into the real caufe of ^ the difafter. The public, 
and their Loidfliips had a right to have fo capital a lols 
accounted for, , that they might know where the blame lay. 
^llis Lordlhip declared he thought the Ameiic.fn war ought 
to be profecutc^l. The lofs of four, five, or even fix thou- 
fand men, did not weigh with him fufficiently to induce him 
to alter hi§ opinion upon the fubjeft ; he therefore ga\e the 

troubled their 
alloniflimciit, 

mixed with no Imall degree of indignation, at hearing a 
fpccch from the Throne, and an Addrefs moved upon it, 
without one Minifter or perfon 1/ rcfponfible office lifing to 
avow their fupport of the one or the other. The noble 
Lord (in place, indeed, but no Minifter) who fpoke Lift, 
had fpoic^out, and faid very material things, for ^vhich he 
returned him his finrere thanks ; but why Miniftry them- 
lelves chofc to be filent on fuch a day and on fueh a fub- 
jeft he was wholly at a lofs to determine. His liOrdfliip 
imputed it to fomething lying concealed under the woids of 
the Speech and the Addrefs, and faid it was a fign that our 
affairs were not merely in a bad ftatc abroad, but that there 
was fohfiething bad at home. He declared, his M ijelly was 
held in Heliifion, and that it was the cfpccial duty of that 
Houfe to take the handle from his eyes, and by hontft and 
wife counfels to affift in^cxtiicating him and his people from 
tlfcir prefent difficulties.* 


« original Addrels his hearty luppoit, f , 
Earl of Derby faid, he did not intend^tofhave 
Lordlhips that day, but he rofe to exprefs his 
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Lord Siorntont rofe In confequcnce of this call, and en- Lord 
deavoured to juftify the neceffity and expediency of con- *”®**^* 
tinuing the war. His liOrdfhip obferved, that the Addrefa 
was fo excellent In itfelf, and fo w’ell fupported by the noble 
Lord who introduced it, that he did not deem it neceflary 
to add his wfight (however fmall in^ his owij opinyn) to 
enforce the neceffity of it : but, as he was called upon, he 
would fay, Jthat as the eloquence of noble Lprds is of the 
moft wide extent, fo that their arguments on the prefent 
que{]^ion*toolw the moft ample range. They talked of mat-, 
ters quit^ foreign to the prelent queftion. To offer advice 
to the Sovereign in what manner the war was to be carried 
on, w’^ould be to open in Parliament The whole intention 
of the campaign j and that was a matter, he trufted, which 
the wifdom of the Houfc would never affent to. His Ma- 
jefty fpokc of peace as the wifli of his heart. There could 
not be any noble Lord to doubt it. His Majefty wilhed to 
fupport the dignity of his crown and to fecure happinefs to 
his people. Thcic was no Peer could think he meant other- 
wilc. AVhat then did the prefent amendment tend to? It 
could iKit be peace, becaufe it^mentioned Ihe fword ; and 
it fliould not be a difeuffion in the Houfe of iht plans of 
the \i,ar, becaufe that would, where debate^was open to all 
heareis, be attended with certain danger to all expeditions. 

Hib Loidfliip ther^ook up what was fald about the Dutch 
bufinefs, and •appeal A to the Houfe whether that had not 
already undergone thorough invSftigation. He faid, as to 
the views of France, they were certainly for years palt 
intirtly fwallowed up in different fchemes to ruin this 
countiy; and as their league ^ith America Was that Cpn- 
grefs fhould aflift them innaking our Well-India iflands, it 
would be flying in the face of common fenfe and common 
fafety to put It in the power of the rebels to fulfil their 
engagements. • • 

The prefent, his Lordffiip obferved, was not the time for 
defpondency; on the contiary, it called -for exertion and • 
ardour. When he returned home from his long, but honour- 
able banifliment, (his embaffy at the court of France) he 
found his country engaged in a moft dtWigerous war. He 
then f lid hat he would now confirm, that he thought 
Great-Bri tain fighting for her alU nay, for her very exif- 
tcnce as a fovereign ftate. It was not a war of choice, as 
had been hinted by a noble Lord who fpoke lately j it was 
a war of neceffity. Would any noble Lordj who he%rd 
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Iiimi trilh th»Houfe to tell <11 Europe that their Lordlhipe 
could no lonjfer co-operate whh tl^ir Sovereign, for the 
preferVadon, or indeed fatvadon of the ftate I 

As to the meafure fo frequently mentioned ivithin ahd 
vrhhout that Houle, of withdrawing the troops from Aflie-> 
ticay^t in his apprchenfion impracticable. The Ante-* 
ricans^ as he oMiervcd frequently, were bound by fecrel 
treaties, and.unlefs their Lordihips were contented to redder 
up into their hands Canada, New-York, Halifax,^ ^d our 
.filheries, they would vote for the Addrefs; and in all pro-< 
bability the mifchief would not ftop here ; but the Britilh 
Weft-India Iflands would foon follow, and form in futuic 
part of*the French empire in the wcftcrn world. 

His Lordlhip commented Ihortly on the nature and ten> 
dency of the amendment, and concluded with a few ob- 
fervations on the fudden favourable turn of our affairs in the 
Eaft-Indies. 

Dutcsof The Duke of Gra/tm entered into a comparative ftate of 
Vrafttat the nation with what it was even at the breaking out of the 
war with France. He pointed out the vaft fums which had 
been borrowed,* for the paySnent of which evcty fingle acre 
*ot land in Great-Britain flood mortgaged in perpetuity, or 
until the principal was refunded ; but what was a much 
more melancholy confideration, the toil, labour, and in- 
duftry of the lower orders of the pqpple were neccflarily 
refponfible, and for the payment of intereft of which 
they itiuft contribute out of their d&ily earnings and the 
fiiveat of their Imw. He faid the prefent Addrefs called 
for no commentary, it carried its import on the vfery face of 
it } nor could he explained *away^ one fide, or more fully 
confirmed on the other ; it meant precifely this : A conti- 
nuation of the American war, upon the fame fyftem, to be 
condtt&|d ^ the fame men. 

The amendment pro]fofed by his noble friend gave him 
great fatisfaflion, which was farther heightened by the pro- 
pofition of the noble Duke, to introduce it at the end of 
the firft, inftead of the fecond, paragraph. Had the fecond 
paragra^ Hood in the propofed amended Addrefs, he mull 
coufefa he fhould* not reft fo well contented, though* he 
iboold* accept of it with joy, in preference to the Addrefs 
originally moved. Such being the obvious meaning of the 
communication made th^t day from the Throne, and of 
thofe who wiflied tb approve of and adopt the contents, it 
Wi»< evident, that the *prefent meafures were exa^ly the 

fame 
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fame with thofc which wx had been purfuing for the lad 
fcven years, and which, it was needlcfs to obferve, had 
brought us into the prefent perilous and calamatious fitua- 
tion» The fame men were to direft ouj coimcilsb j thej^wcrc 
to be the dcvifers and executors of thofe pernicious futile 
fchemes of fubjugation and ideal dominion, by which they 
W'ere enabled along to millcad their infatuated fellow- 
/ubje^ls,^ lie would not compare the probability of fuccefa. 
during thuf next campaign with thofe of 1776, 1777, &c. 
down to the day Lord CoriiwalHs was^ captured at York- 
town ; but he would put this queftion fairly and dJftin£tly 
to the moft zealous fupporter of the prefent meafures, 
whether, in his confcience, he believed there was fo good a 
profpecl of making a fuccefsful campaign on the continent 
of America in the year 1782 as in anyone of the years he 
had mentioned ; though it were to be lingled out as that 
which held forth the moffunfavourable prpfpecl# 

If this argument was unanfwerable, he would fuhmit to 
their Lordih^^s, whether we wT>uld not court ri^in, or rather 
infure it, if wobihould, under the circumftances deferibed* 
•adopt the Addrcfe. His noble friend^s amendment might 
cffe< 9 : a great deal their Lordfliips might Iftve time to 
confider, and by in^iry and inveftigation, approach to a • 
clofcr view of our^re'J fituation. ^They might digeft whole^ 
fomc advice, and foggeft more moderate, yet more efFcc* 
tive meafurcs. They might be able to diftinguilh and fc-^ . 
parate the imprafticable from the expedient, and in the 
end, ftrike out an uniformity of fyftem, and a combination 
of all the leading parte v^icb muft form this vail political, 
profeffional, and official machine, fo as in the end to be able 
to meet in this rcrpe£t, as well as others, our eneipiics upon 
eqUfil terms^ * 

The original blunder, and the fource of all our fubfe* 
quent misfortunes, arofe merely from the obftinacy of Ad*t 
miniftration towards the conclufion of the year 1775. 

Though two warm rencounters had taken place in New 
England, nothing more had been contended for by the 
people of America than an exclufive right to talt them* 
felvcs. The people were in other refpeAs firmljr attached 
by fentiment and intereft to the Britilh government. Mr. 
Penn, who had lately prefided as governor of Pcnnfylvania, 
was called to that bar, and undertrent a very long pxamih^ 
ation, the refult of which was, that the people of America, ’ 
from one end to the other, as fat as he could leacnj and he 
Vo VU. E V had 
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laa hi6 information from thk Congrefs Delegatesi at the 
time aflemhkd at Philadelphia, where he was afbually 
informed by hjs own know ledge that ninety thoufand and 
a largf fraction out p{ an hundred 'were eager to fettle 
« miitters amicably with Great Britain, provided they had full 
fatisfaftion lipon the point of taxation : Indeed he might 
add, that he never heard of but two in all America w'ho 
•entertained a different opinion, and one of thofe was a 
madman, and the other an ideot. r 

Minillers treated this important information wdth dif- 
regard,* and proceeded to the enafting proxcriptive and 
prohibitory laws, which gave us the American vote of in- 
dependence the following Augull, and a treaty with France 
in about eighteen months after. 

He thought proper, now he v^'as up, to be as explicit as 
pnffible with miniftere ; and to give it as his opinion, that 
no mcafurcs, however w^ell conceived or digefted, could fuc- 
cecd in their hands.^Men mud be changed as wxll as 
mcafurc«‘. * * ^ 

* Ills Grace torched lightly upon a grt at ywety of mifcel- 
ianeous matter, and fat down with tedi^ng his hearty ap- 
probation of the amendment moved by has noble friend. 

• Lord Grt^venor* I love my king, I /or^ the conftitution 

fBjvsMn* countiy, and feci it^it to be mjGn^ifpeftfablc duty to 

both to agree with the amendment popofed by the noble 
Lord. This country never was in a moie awful fituation 
than, it is at prefent j nor in one that requires fo much the 
difpalGonatc, tl«e humble, the dutiful, yet firm opinions of 
the great hereditary council of thC nation, to be laid at the 
foot of the throne* 

The Earl of Earl o| Hiiyhorough faid, he hoped that the mdepen* 
Htilfiorougb of America would never be admitted in that Houfe, 
nor that a majority of their Lordihips would confent to a 
•meafure which, if it ihould be adopted,- mull prove the 
ruin of this country. This, he trufted, was the united 
fenlh of a coyliderable majority of that Houfe, and he hoped 
ho Ihould never live to fee the day when a contrary opinion 
fliDuU prevail. America lofl; or abandjqned-^very thin^ 
Valuable which W'e poffefied as a great trading and maritime 
nation muff Ihortly follow* 

Were noble Lorn ready to lay, make a foparate peace 
with America ? Was thatpn^icd)le f it would bo to the 

* Jail degree abfurd to fuppoto it fo'even for a minute. Were 
noble Lords pisepared to bumUUte theolelYeSj and beg for 

peaoQ 
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peace from France ? He was confident no true FngltikiVian 
would fo fitr degrade his charaAer, of forfeit, the qualitifS 
which were known to conftitute it, as to fubmit to fo di& 
graceful, bafe, and pufillanimous a condu£t. 

Was it to*be a defenfive war, or an ofienfire one ? Ho 
believed no man bad fo far made up'his mincf as to ^enturo 
to give hi^ opinion one way or the other. What then was 
to be done, under fuch a variety of difficulties, Whete nothing 
^ouW^th' propriety be decided upon without manifcft 
* danght. or more manifeft abfurdity ? In his opinjon, the 
Addrefs^ovedby the noble Lord early in the day, obviated 
for the prefent all thofe difficulties. Ifpromifcd f^upport to 
the Crown in the Warmed terms of zeal and fidelity, avoided 
any fpccification of meafures whatever, and left parliament 
at full liberty hereafter to interpofe* atid oflcr its humble 
ndvice if they' fiiould deem the famd necefiary. In this 
fenfe he underftood the Addrefs, and under our prefent cir- 
cumllances he couM not pejrceive how it was poffible to aft 
with greater prudence or wifdom. 

His Lordfhip obferved, that the favourable, turn our affairs 
had taken id tlj^e Ead-Indies had been treated with an air o£ 
ridicule, both di^ccount of their fuppofed infignificance-, 
and the prefumedVerit which had been taken the Speech 
on that account. |Ie begged leave to differ from thofe 
noble lords on both .hofe points t ajid concluded that their 
error had originater/in mifconeeption — the truth being 
fimply this, that our affairs in that country wore the moA 
' unpromifing appearance. General Baillie and four thoufUnd 
of our veteran troops had been out to pieces^or captured by 
Hyder Ally. Sir Heftor^Monro was obliged to make a 
precipitate retreat to Madras, and the whole Carnatic had 
been laid wafte by the enemy : but by the latefl: and molt 
authentic accounts from that country, Sir Eyre Cocffe was at 
the head of a numerous, wellrdifciplined army, and Col. 
Carnac had given Hyder Ally a moil complete defeat, killing 
eight thoufand of his men, which fignal viftory had been * 
followed by marry important advantages. This was the 
contraffed ftate of thft country at two.periods not' ve^ 
far diftant; and if as yet there wer^ no accountg from 
thence fufficient t<J balance our difafters jn ^he.^weftcrn 
part of the globe, he muft repeat ftgain, that ip his Ofunidu 
the turn out affairs had taken in ^ £ait>Indy$ was cir* 
cumllance of confiderable nattO]3^I iApOfttUiea 
fortune. 
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Lord Camden faid, when he attended in his place, he 
tamJtn * . really did not mean to rife that day to give his fentiments ; 

— hut there was fomething fo novel, and he might add io 
extraordinary in the language of minifters, and the other 
noble Lords wht) fupported the motion for an'Addrcfs, that 
he found himfelf in furh a predicament, that he could not 
content himfelf with gUing a filcnt vote. There was no- 
thing, in his apprchenfion, ambiguous in the Addrefs pro- 
pofed, but there was fomething dark, lurking, and concplecV 
tinder it. The fubllance was not* altered, but the arrpiigemcnt 
and lartguage was j for the noble Lords in refponfiblc fitua- 
lions, wtho fpoke, held a kind of double language. The Speech 
and Addrefs, faid they, do not contain a fyllablc relative to 
the American war*, but in the next fentence they prefent 
the Houfc ^vith a ferics of reafons and arguments to de- 
monllrate the ncceffiiy of profecuting itj fo that to do 
them jufticc, though he could perceive the u'^ar lurking in 
the Speech, two noble Lords in Ivigh office^ who fpoke lately, 
illuminated the fubjedt on one fide, if they endeavoured to 
render it obfcurt on the other. 

e In what light then was he to confidcr ihf^Speech ? Moft 
rcitainly as thaf of the miniller and his ^pdlegueS in office. 
Who then avere we to look to for the cji^fecution as Well as 
planning of future meafurcs ? The v^*y fame perfons who 
had direfled the affairs of this couiiUy for fhe laft feven 
years. This Speech camf from the vwy iTamc and vv'^as 

Gorged by the very fame men, who had hitherto deceived 
and difgraccd us. Were they fit to be longer trufted, and 
^nd the ufual^confidence placed in them ? — If there was 
a noble Lord who Would rife and fay fo, he would fit dow ii 
contented. 

The men who have had the direftion of public affairs 
moft clArly proved thcmfelves incapable of the talk. They 
aflted weakly and injudicioufly from the beginning, and ne- 
^ ver in a Angle inftance conceived what was the grc«it obje£t 
of the conteft they were engaged in. When the war firft 
broke out in America they wanted fyftem, and were totally 
deftitute of plaft or combination. They fent out their 
troop^in fingle regiments, or two or three at a time, and 
when tj^iey arrived, they had nothing to" do but to aft upon 
the defenfive, or remain with their hands acrofs. 

He mentioned thefe^ particulars, merely to fhew that in 
^ earlieft^and moft &mple ftages of the bufinefs, before 
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objecls multiplied and difficulties ftarted up, that minifters, 
as they had fince repeatedly proved themfelvcs, were totally 
unequal to devile or form any plan worthy of the cabinet, or 
likely to fuCceed in the field. When he faid this, he hoped 
it would be underftood ; having fo often giv^n his /eiiti- 
ments on the rife and progrefs of the American war, that he 
looked Upon the idea to be founded in oppreffion, tyranny, 
and injulticc ; that it would prove imprafticable in the ex- 
ec utimi; and ruinous and mifehievous in the confcquenccs. 

'it woiheii^rflraw after it. 

lie thought it his duty, as a member of that Houfe, called 
upon to give advice to his fovereign, or thofe who were de- 
legated by him to carry on the bufinefs of government, in- 
fignilicant as he was, and he could r\ot be more lb than he 
felt hiinfclf, to point out the leading errors which had fo 
ftrongly eonduced to I ring this country into that calamitous 
Itatc ill which we now confcflcdly were, as to fuggell with 
all poffiblc diffidence, if at all prailicable, to retrieve our 
pad misfortunes. 

The errors he alluded to were, the totiJi ncgleft of our 
na\y, whi^h^»^yery tongue would echo was the bafis of th^ 
power, ftrength,'^nd fccurity of this counfi-y ; and the inju^ 
dicious employm^Qt of our military force of aHikinds. 

We had been thiipe years at war with America, and had , 

• the two lall made ^me coniiderable naval augmentations, * 
in order to enaT)Itf us to carrf on the new predatory war 
agaiiill the floating and other mercantile property of our 
then fubjefts in America, and for the purpofe likewife of 
convoying troops and prote£ttng our trading and other veC* 
fcls from the American privateers. Such, he believed, was 
the date of our marine force, when France early in 1778 
declared herfelf an ally to the Colonifts. 

But unhappily, thofe, whofe duty it w^as tb jfee that our 
navy was upon a real rcfpcftable footing, neglefted it. In 
fa£l, our navy was fuffered to go to ruin. It was not thaf 
we wanted the means, but the means were totally difrer 
garded. Yet before he urged this argument farther, he 
thought it incumbent uponhim to affign one reafon, whi^, 
if it was not the foie caufe, operated moft powerfully in pro- 
ducing the lamented effedts. • • 

When France declared, the Ajicrican war was a favourite 
war — it engrofled the whole attention of miniftry, the Par- 
liament, and the nation. There* might be fome apology, fo 
leng as we had nothing to contend with but American re- 
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fiftaoce ( but, in fa£l, fo far as the navy was concerned 
that apology could not hold ; for there was fcarcely a man 
in England of any information at all, be/ides the regular 
methods taken by France, to few the feeds of and eftablifli 
n refpe£Iable, if not a formidable navy, who was ignorant 
. that Franc6,*from tha beginning of the year 1776 or earlier, 
was endeavouring, with all poilible vigour and difpatch, to 
fet on foot a rival matine that Ihould within a very few years 
be able to cope with that of Great Britain. 

But if the American war was a favourite war at ![ 1 '*fcom-' 
mencement, and during part of its future progrefs, the mo- 
ment arrived when it became the height of madnefs and 
folly any longer to confider it fo. The moment he alluded 
to was the day the French minillcr delivered the refeript 
by the diretiions of his court. From that inllant the 
Ameiiean war ought to have been an obje£l; of fetondary 
confideration, and that of reftoring our navy the fall. And 
here he thought it ptoper not to confound the two neglcfls 
or inattentions. Fiance had been forming plans of naval 
power from th^very commencement of the peace, and 
tliough Ihc proceeded llAwly, Ihe proceeded agrcj*ably to fyf- 
tem, while ours, was totally neglefled. y^re minifters 
were moft ilngulariy to blamC was, not^ watch the mo- 
tions, buildifigs, and preparations goingfmn in the French 
> dock-prds for the eighteen months p^vious to their pul- 
* ling off the malk, and to take care thall| sue had fuch a fu- 
penority of force as would be fufficient to keep them in awe. 
He folemuly protefted, if this circumftancc had been pro- 
perly attended to, he believed France would have hardly 
ventured publicly to declare herlelf, whatever private affil*- 
tance flic might have given to the people of America. 

But when France did declare, what was the real ftate of 
the cafe ? To .the aftonifhment of all Europe, France had a 
Weftern fquadron fuperior confiderably to that of Great 
Britain, and detached eleven fail of the line under 
B’Eftaign to co-operate with the Americans, in an attack 
tipon New-Tork| whither the principal Britiih army had 
rdeently retired from Philadelphia. He did not think it 
neeeflary to enter into riie events of that campaign ; all tbq 
life he wiffied to niak£ of the fa^s alluded to, were to con- 
vince their* Lofdlhips, that they had been difcnUTed and 
fully coufirmed by the aobk Earl at the head of the Adml- 
ralty^himfelf. 

He 
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He remembered perfeftly wcll^ that tiport preSilig hia 
Lordfldp upon delaying the departure of the* fquadroit 
under the command of Admiral Byrpn, in o^der to be time 
enough to counter-aft the defigns or d^ltftaign, his Lordftip^i . 
anfwer was, “ that the cabinet debated the matter for thrc;e 
fucceflive days before they could come to a decifion. The 
queftioa^eiiig on one fide, whether it would be prudent^ 
the having fo formidable a fquadron colkftcd at • 

^reft, t6*'weaken the home defence ? or whether the nece£- 
fity of preventing New.York from falling into the enemiet 
hands, while it fiiftained a land attack from Waflimgton^ 
and from the fea by irEftaign, ought to prevail ? The option 
was at length made, and Admiral Byron was detached. 

Now, if ever there was an explicit public acknowledge- 
ment made of the weaknefs of our n^val force, and that or 
a Firft Lord of the Admiralty, furely this muft be deemed 
fo, and farther coiifirnred by three days cabinet confulta- 
tions^ in which the noble Lord frankly confefled they w^re 
never fo puzzled how to aft iu their lives as they wqre 
the occafion.^"*- ^ ^ 

His Lordfliip having fully marked the two periods of 
ncgleft imputable tu^thofe who direfted the ailalrs of the 
navy, namely, the inattention and unconcern ihewA,.prc- 
•vious to the breaking ffut of the American wAr^ when it waa 
evident that France hid formed a plan for augmenting^ or 
rather creating, a navy out of the mint of the old } and thC; 

‘ftill more unpardonable inattention and unconcern Ibewit 
during the years 1776 and 1777, to the very tnre of the rup- 
ture which foon afterwards took place. Tnis was the great 
fburce of all our fubfequent misfortunes, though perhapt 
they were much heightened by concurrent cifcumits^ices. 

He would now refume his original argument, which was^ 
that every other fervice wa$ difregarded, or made as it wero. 
fubfervient to the grand objeft, that of the fuccefs of the^ 
American war. Even, ftrange to tell ! after France had pub<^ 
licly debated herfelf againft us., and under clrcumftances 
unknown for upwards of fourfeore wars principally em-*. 
boldcned to do fo by jthe confeioufhew of being fupporftd by. 
u fttperior marine force 5 which aftually was tn€*cafei as be. . 
had already proved from the moft unqueftionable authority^ 
tl\« naval miniftcr himfeif, with the Whole Cabinet. 

But Minifters were infatuated, or" proved thetnfelves 
tally incapable ^ for inftead of all thofo excite^nts Ur an 
alarm, on account of the cxwttaSng ' natal power of France, 

* lilting 
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hiving, induced them to make the navy the firft objeft of 
their care, it was made to render up the firft place to the 
American war^ Now even at this period, late as it was, 
much mighjbS done towards repairing former blunders and 
omiflions, and much might be effefted, in various rcfpeils, 
to do awayjnany of thofe mifehiefs which w& then began 
to feel moft* fcnfibly on every fide ; he alluded to tlie inter-* 
Tuption of our commerce, he fiiid, and that would always 
be an objeft of importance to the Britifli nation.. 

The truth was, that from the date of the French rc<* 
feript being delivered to the moment he was fpcaking, Mi-r 
Tiiftcrs had palpably departed from the line of wifdom and 
prudence. From that day the augmentation and improve- 
ment of our navy ought to have occupied our firft and moft 
anxious attention, and the war in America be treated as an 
objoft of fecondary confideration. This plan, as he had 
more than once obferved, hud been exadlly reverfed; 
America occupied the fiift place, and our great national 
bulwark, the navy of England, was left to Ihift in a great 
imeafure for itfelf, or truft to time, accidtm^i^ tST that fpccies 
of nccefiity wBich the formidable arm^ents of our ene- * 
jnies created for its principal fupport a^ prote£lion. 

No provocation was lufhcient to roufc Minifters to a fenfe 
of their duty or fituation ; the nextx year give us another- 
formidable enemy in tbe^erfon of tire ling of Spain; but 
St was all in vain. ^liniftcrs flept or acqiiiefced, and this 
country feemed to be^devoted. America ftill claimed our" 
whole attentUpn. It * muff be conquered or fubjugated at 
all events ; and as fooi^^as that favourite purpofe fliould be 
<*ffec^ed, it w^ould he time enough to annihilate, he pre- 
fumed, the naval power of France and Spain. But befides 
the foll^ and abfurdity, he would add the madnefs, of fuch 
a condufb* he would .endeavour, before he proceeded 
■farther in his argument, to fliew, that independent of every 
•ther confideration, this fyftem of making the American 
, war the firft objeft of public confideration aftually defeated 
Itfelf. What wiQs it for inftance that gave us fuch an ad- 
Tantage over the Americans but our navy, the facility of 
tranfpe^ting troops, of fending detachmants, ftores, &c. 
but the fupcriorlty of qur (hips of war, and the entire com- 
lAand it gave us of their maritime towns, coafts, and riveig. 
Apply this argument to France and Spain, and it came ac- 
companied with every poffible degree of conviftioii. The 
fucctfs of the American war muft upon our.powci: 
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at fea. If our enemies Ihould gain a ^^per^or^ly there our 
land operations muft be at an end. This would have been 
a very natural fuggeftion, yet it Teems it neyer entered into 
the contemplation of Miniltere, but a /cries of had fully , 
proved what they could not difeover. France Tent troops 
and fliips t» America, Ihe meditated feveral attacks on fuch 
parts ofjdieir coafts aS were pollcflcd by Great Britain, and 
upon^one octafion made a bold pufh, which for this coun- 
try happily mifearried.^ This France dare not have done had 
we watched her early, or when Ihe putted of the malk, had 
we not moft unaccountably forgot, that we were a maritime 
power, and that our fame, confequence, and deareft and 
moft valuable interefts folely and exelufivcly refted upon 
our naval fuperiority. Without entering into farther parti- 
culars, it was fufEcient to obferve that the difaftrous event, 
which lately happened at York-town would have never 
taken place, had not our 'marine been fo unwifely and' 
ihamcfully neglefted. 

He might indeed pufli this argument much farther. He 
might quote'^''..^at precipitate and ill-adop|ed mcafure, or 
declaring againft Holland, and in the fame moment com- 
mencing hoftilitics^ igainft her. That rafli ftep Itkewife, in- 
adequate as our naval force was, added fo much to our dif- 
trefs and embarral^eut, becaufe it employed a certain quan^ 
turn of force, which-, for the reaTons he had been giving, 
proved moft fatal to the interefts of this country. — That very 
force, employed off the Texel^ during the whole autumn, 
and he was to prefume, during the enfuing^winter, would 
have enfured us a decided fuperiorily in the Chefapeak. 

He muft ever lament that rafh and unadvifed aft, as filling 
to the top the mcafure of our misfortunes. What yere the 
fruits we reaped from it ? a drawn battle^ attcndccl with great 
lofs and damage in men and fliips, and the capture of St. Eu- 
ftatius# He wiflied he could for ever obliterate that difgracc • 
to Britain from his memory. In a time of profound peace be- 
tween the two nations, without any preceding declaration, 
we feize one of the Dutch ill mds ; but wh^t more ? we feize 
private property of every kind, no matter Whether betenging 
fo friend or foe, and confifcate it without refervt orremorfe. 

It has been the language of fome politicians, that ncceffity 
muft on fome occafions fuperfede juftice. We will feize and 
confifcate, fay tliey, bdeaufe the intereft of the ftatc requires 
it ; but, unjiiftifiable as this muft always be, thepropofitioa 
hi the prefent inftai^||||^fiS reverfed ; for, inftcad of feizing 
VoL. vn. w F , fo 

^ * Alludiog to DTllaing’fi attcjpj»t on Sivanfith. 
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for the (late, afhd'applying the million andanlialfyor more^ 
which had been captured, to enable us to carry on the war 
with more vigour ^ the whole had funk into the pockets of a 
few* individuals ; by which means, our councils of every kind 
.had all the difiionour and difgrace^ while it was plain the {late 
did not profit a fingle fliilling.. This matter had already un- 
. dergone a very full difeuflion in that Houfe,. as had been ob- 
ferved by the noble Vifcount'in the green ribbon, but dill 
it made no difference in the real Hate of the quedion, farther 
than Confirmir*g the truth of what had been fo llrongly 
urged on the fide of the Houfe on which he had the honour 
on that day to fit i and he made no doubty that fcarce ar 
fcionth would pafs away without bringing farther confirma- 
tions of the fame kind againft the propriety of that sneafure^' 
Among the reft, befides alienating Holland from us,, it was 
not the matter leaft to be lameivted, that it threw her totally" 
into the arms of France ; the Dutch were now upon terms 
of the clofeft amity and friendflnp; and if he was well in- 
* formed, the French flag was by the lateft a^<;unts from the 
Eafteni world ^ying at the Dutch fettlement of Ceylon, as. 
her avov^d proteftor againft any at^mpts Great Britain 
might meditate againfther dominions. 'It was hardly known^ 
at leaft minifters feemed to be totally ignorant of it, that al- 
moft everypower in Europe which haft^nbt declared againft us 
were ncverthelefs ina ftate nearly approaching to a£lual hof- 
tility ; we were compleatly fliut out of the Baltic for any pur- 
jjofes of waff or any of tbte advantages which might refult 
from preventing our enemies reforting thither^ or encoun- 
tering them when we met them there. This was not all: By 
<hfi neyr maritime code promulged by the emprefs of Ruffia^ 
Ikird fince* acceded to by all* the Northern crowns, and the 
principal members of the Germanic body, we were totally 
precluded from availing ourfelves of any of the natural or ac- 
quired advantages offtrengthor fituation.. “ Free bottoms, 
lays this new code, make free goods and if Great Britain 
offers to infringe upon this maritime decree, then {he may 
cxpetl to be called to an account, and compelled to make.fa- 
tisfadJrion ^to the party aggrieved, at , the rilk of having the 
whole armed ccurfcdcracy to contend with. 

He would again return to the fub]e£l which principally 
induced him to rife, namely, to> give his opinion as a member 
of that Houfe* rcfpeftmg the fcadi^ caufes of our mifear- 
riages, and the moft probable me|d||kof reftoring the con- 
duct of our afFiwrs to fyftem and RBbrmity j to quit thofe 
iatarpaths into which we had unhappily devrated, and by 

prudent 
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prudent found councils endeavour once more to gain tlie 
right road. This was not, inhds opinion, to ^efTeded, 'if 
vre (hould determine to continue to profecute the Ameri- 
can war in any other manner, but adopting^ direct; contrary 
condu£]: to that which we had hitherto fatally pur-fued. His 
advice would* he founded upon what hehad>fo often alluded 
to in the debate ; namely, if the American war muft be pro- • 
fecuted,to^ render it the under objeftjand beftow allpolliblc 
attention to our navy^ in order to reftore its pfiftine rcfpcdl, 
efFeftrvt ftrength, and wonted fuperiority. Though his 
cjcpeEiations were not very fanguine, he did not entirely de- 
fpond. Though late, it w'as a trial in his mind worth mak- 
ing, and if it fliould fail, we muft fubmit to Prgvidcnce. 
Be the event what it may, he thought it his duty to give hi$. 
opinion upon fo awful and momentous an occafion ; and 
hoped, if rainifters fliould decline lo adopt any advice hi|^ 
fuggefted, they would at leaft profit by fome of the ob- 
fervatlons he had made, which he flattered himfclf would, 
not be controverted by ^ Angle noble Lord on either fide 
of the Houfe. 

His Lordfliip faid, he could not fit down without making 
a few remarks upon what he mentioned early in‘his fpeec^, 
that if our navy was neglefted, and the pn:fcrence had been 
unwifely given to the American war, the forge had was 
injudicioufly difpofed, and inefFeftually employed. Every 
thing was done or known too late, and our fquadrons ar- / 
rivqcl generally tt the places of their deftination juft after 
the enemy had efl'efted their purpofc, and a few days after 
they had departed. This was cxaflly the cafe relative to 
Dominica, The Grenacks, Vincent’s, and laftly Tobago. 
Our minifterSjftaggered and ama2:ed,ftood it were motion- 
lefs orfenfelefs, with their hands acrofq; they fought no^, 
nor could jirocure information ; they fufpefted, that fomo . 
thing w^as going on, and when it M^'as too lakd^fent out a . 
force to counterafl it, precifely time enough to enable the 
commander on his arrival to furnifli a difpatch for the Lon- 
don Gazette, giving an account of the difallcr,. and ho^ 
extremely unlucky it was, that he did not arrive a week, 
fortnight, or a month fooner. 

It was nccdlefs to take a retrofpeftive view of former 
campaigns, the*prefeiit furniflied the moft ftriking exam- 
ples. Mr. Du Barras thought fit to endeavour to interrupt 
t% operations in the Chefapeak. Admiral Arbuthnot ap* 
prized of this purfued him thither ; an engagement enfuod, 
and as ufual a kind of drawn battle. Well, the next ac- 
. p 2 count 
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; count WHS, that Admiral Hood being cruizing with eighteen 
‘fliips of the line ofF Marti^nico, met De,Grafle with a force 
confiderably fup^riorj. a battle was the confequences the cqm-f 
.batants parted by confent, and both returned into port. The 
next account received was, that the enemy were- landed at 
Tobago, that^lhc commander in chief [Sir Geo. Rodney] har 
ving put himfelf at the head of his fquadron, as a preliminary 
caution^ fends his rear-admiral with four or fix mips -of the 
line to learn what the enemy were about, with troopson board 
for the relief of the ifland, in cafe it (hould not be takeiw The 
rear-admiral has fcarcely cleared the land, when he deferie* 
an enemy, confifting of twenty-five fliips of the line, and 
adds, that he was informed the ifland had been obliged to 
furrendcT a day or two before, which melancholy tidings 
jwere brought by fome of Sir George’s light frigates^ Well, 
the commander in chief, determined to be more minutely in- 
formed in perfon^ proceeds to fea, and gets \n Jight of the 
. enerny j they mutually offer each other battle, and mutually 
decline it, and at length part, without coming to blows. 

Upon this plain ftate of facSls, collefted from, the' Loudon 
gazette, and which no man could pretend to c^j^n-tradiiSb, 1^6 
appealed to theit Lordfhips,. whether any thJng like' it had 
happened in , any other nation, from the bcginnmg ;of the 
world to that day ? The truth was, that fcarcc any thing was 
done in time, and when it was attempted, the inftruftions 
were fuch, that no perfon I new howtb carry them into exe- 
cution. AlTertions in debate in behalf of government, when 
cabinet minifters were prefent, and when thofe aflbrtions 
were not acknowledged or confirmed by noble Lords in of- 
. fice, were not^inuch attended to. It was eafy to impute 
blame to officers abfent, and at a great diftance ; but the fa£t 
was, that our naval force was inadequate to the fervices 
marked opit, for it ; otherwife^ not one of the rencounters 
and drawn battles he had been deferibing would have ever 
taken place. If we had had nearly an equality, we fiiould have 
•^compelled the French to come to clofcr quarters, which was 
. by no means their wifli. De Grafle was intrufted with the 
execution of a moft important plan, of which he never lolL 
fight, and inftead of mifpending his attention, or lofing a 
inonient*s fight of the great objeft he had in view, he waited 
for the •proper moment, and after collefting hi^urce 
failed for the Chefapeak,wirh twenty-eight fhips of th|Hfe ; 
a force he pretty well fdrefaw, when joined by Du 
that would enfure a decided fuperiority. He did pot pretend 
to give opinions on the conduct of profcffional men, but 

■ ® without 
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vrithout entering beyond his depths he thought he imgh|[ 
affirm with i^onfidenee^ that all the difafters of the laft cam^' 
paign in the Welt Indies and North America folely arofe 
from the IhamejFul, he might add the criminal, inferiority o£ 
our naval force. • 

His Lordfliip, in the courfe of his fpeech, mdhtioned ano-p 
ther fatal erroi in the condu£t of the war, fo far asourfo« 
reign enemfes were concerned 5 that was making a defen* 
five, inftead of an offciifive war, by which means we threw 
the choice of attack into the hands of our enemies, and di- ’ 

^vided ana fubdivided our force fo as not to have an efficient 
defence any where, not knowing where- the ftorm, might 
fall. 

Contrail this with the meafures adopted by thofe who 
conduced the late glorious u ar. Thtfc we kept the choice 
of attack to ourfelves ; we confounded our enemies, they 
knew not where or how to defend thcmfelves, panic and 
dcfpair loon fucceeded confulion, till at length we proved 
viftorioiis on every fide. He* protefted in his confcience, that 
he moll fincerely believed, had a fimilar plan been purfued, 
during the prv/ent w ar, firft taking care to put our navy upon# 
a rcfpedtablc looting, the event would ha\eibccn the famc^ 

Had we attacked Martinico, Guadaloupe, St.^ Domingo, 
or any of the principal fugar-colonies belonging to the ene^ 
my, wc lliould have fucceeded, and w idled out of their 
■ hands the only valuable trade the^’^ pofleft., and Ihould foon 
have made them heartily rired of the war. llis Lordlhip, 

. after feveral obfervations of the fame^purpoit and tendency, 
and pointing out the propriety of the amendment moved by 
hii noble friend, rnd the neceffity of agreein§ to it, faid it 
met \\ ith his entire and nerfect approbation. The Lori 

The Lord Chancellor acknowledged the very great abilities ChanccUor* 
of the noble and learned lord who fpoke lall. He nffirmcd, 
to the bell of his judgement, that he never heard a more 
able difcourfe delivered within thofe \/allt, : the premifes 
were openly and cleaily Hated, and the deduftions lollowed 
without conlhaint or lorced colouring. He trulled the noble 
Lord would receive thefe as his real fentlmcnts, for he was 
not at any time much dilpofed to travel out of the bulinefs 
before the Houle, for thepurpofe of keeping up the *lrivial 
fong|||i||f debate, much lefs of paying particular ^erfonal 
coj^Hpents to any mam 

' vBi he thus freely declared hiinrelf, he fpoke under rc- 
fcr^tion refpeclirg the fubjc£l matter of the noble Lord*s 
fpcech, as applying to the queftion now depending before 

the 
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(the Houff. At to the application^ he found himfelf under 
an abfolute neceflity of difiering from^the noble Lord. The 
proper queilion on which their Lordlhips were called upon 
%o deliberate was not, whether this or that meafure ought 
to haTC had the preference to another, but {imply, whether 
their lordfhi^ps* were refolved to adhere to the eilablifhed 
form of parliamentary proceedings at fo awful, and he might 
add without a figure, fo tremendous a moment ; or were 
determined to depart from them, and tell their foyereign, 
that they would not confent or adopt any meafures of de* 
fence wnatever till after they hid dlgefled the ftate of'public^ 
affairs, and as the final rcfult, till they fhould have it in their^ 
power, to give the Crown advice refpediing its condu£t in 
future, relative to the government of the realm. 

Now, in his apprchenfion, fuch a conduff at any time 
would have been extremely Improper, but at fo critical 4 
period as the prefent, it appeared to him doubly fo. Com- 
tnunications from the Throne to the people aflembled in 
Parliament were coeval with the conflitution itfelf, and the 
aufwers from fubje&s to their fovercigns equally ancient 
and uniform. It was a matter of courfe, previous to thfe 
tdifpatch of bufinefs. The king communicaard his reafons 
for afTembling •his fubje^s in Parliament, and they never 
failed to return fuch anfwers as were fuited to the commu- 


nications made, and In a ftile agreeable to parliamentary 
ufage. This he always underftood, ^cver iince he knew any 
thing of Parliament either by reading^ot experience, to be 
the regular mode adopted and univerfally adhered to. If 
he was wrong, he made no doubt but iomc noble Lord,* 
more converfgnt in the forms of Parliament, would point 
out to him his error, which, fhould that be the cafe, he would 
jnoft chcarfully retrafl. 

But he hoped noble Lords would permit him to endeavour 
to clucfd^e his argument, left what he had abfolutely and 
decifn^ly laid down was not to be received with an excep- 
tion, and to be qualified within its own proper limits. 
The communications he had been fpeaking of were general 
ones, fuch as the propofed Add refs. In other fpecies of 
Communication,.thc cafe was quite different. Specific mca- 
furev’c^ommended to Parliament called fometimes for con- 


fideratjon ^nd pre-advice. If the prefent Addrefs h 
notice of or approved of fpecific meafures, mof^ 
the amendment move<f by the noble Lord woj^ld ■ 
fupported, hcaaufc in. that event the communicaH 
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the Throitc?, w'ould be inviting public difcuihoti^ anli it WoUfd^ 
moft certainly be everyone of their Lordfliips duty, to give 
their fovereign their advice upon fo truly important an occa<« 
(ion. Was that the cafe here ? if it wis, he praefted he was 
fo dull as not to be able to perceive it. 

The fpeech from the Throne was totally confined to ge- 
nerals \ it recommended no meafure of any kind whatever, 
nor even hinted at any that he could perceive ; and, as the 
^ ‘ bed criterion of its dire£); and fubftantial meaning, he af- 
firmed, that there was not a noble Lord4n his opinion, who 
might vote for the addrefs as firft moved, that wak bound 
to give his countenance or fupport, or pledged himfelf di- 
redly or indireftly to vote for a fingle meafure which might 
hereafter be engrafted upon it. 

Having given feveral explanatory obfervations, and en- 
forced this argument, by prefenting it in a variety of 
(hapes, his Lordfliip proceeded to fpeak to feveral other 
points. Though the arguments had been pretty ftrong on 
one fide, an^ had in part been confirmed by two noble Lords 
in high office [Stormont and Hillftorough} that thejameni- 
ment moved by the noble Lord amounted to a ^renunciation 
of the American war, and a declaration of American inde- 
pendence, he muft ingenuoufly confefs he could not fee it in 
that light. On the ‘ contrary, it recommended or pointed ' 
out no meafure of ‘any kind. It was equally filent with the 
fpeech in that refpeft, and could not, in his apprehenfion, 
be confidered in the light in which he had frequently heard 
it treated in the courfe of the debate. Yet though he was^ 
willing to give the amendment all the merit it was intitled 
to, as far as he was able to judge, he by no means approved 
of it, as he had in part explained when he firft ^rofe, becaufe 
it ftruck him as a manifeft violation of the eftabliflied mode 
^ of conducing the bufinefs of Parliament, when communi- 
cations were made from the Throne refpefting great anA 
weighty matters, in which the deareft intcrefts and moft im- 
portant concerns of the nation were concerned. But this 
was not the foie objeAion he had to the amendment. It was 
propofed by the noble Lord to omit almoft the whdte of the 
by introducing at the end of the feedhd paragraph » 
or engagement to confider of the prefent ftatc of 
amffirs, and farther, after inquiry, it might be fairly pre- 
fumed, that their Lordfliips would, according to the lights 
and information they fliould acquire, digeft the refult of their 
rcfcarchcs, and prefent the fame to nisMajefty, accompanied: 

* witk 
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vitli-fuch advice as nfiightf ftrike them to be moft wife and 
falutary for the purpofe of obviating our prefent difficulties, 
and of deviling luch a fyftem of meafures as fliould promifc 
to be the means of reftoring our affairs, fo as to enable us 
in the end to bring about a fecure and honourable peaces 
'He did not prefume to give this as the words of the. amend- 
ment, nor undertake to fay, that this was ex.a£Hy the in- 
• tention of the noble mover; but without torturing the 
fenfe, he was ready to appeal to the noble Lord himfclf, . 
and thofe other noble Lords who fupported the amendment, 
whethSrthis was not the general fenfe in which they would 
wifti to have it accepted ? 

In this fenfe then, • he had very great and ftrong objec- 
tions to the amendment, which would go exaftly to this t 
It is true, that a recent calamity of a very difagrccable na- 
ture has happened. It is true, that we arc furrounded by 
art hoft of powerful and formidable adverfaries, and that 
the moment is truly awful and tremendous.” So far he 
^believed, every noble Lord who approved of the amend- 
ment would ag:|jce with him ; but then, what"Soes it propofe 
as a remedj^, fuited to the magnitude and extent of the 
evil ? that ’all means of defence, preparation, or offence, 
Ihould be fufpended ; that their Lordlhips would then pro- 
ceed to inquire ; that nqxt, they vrould digeft whatever 
they might learn ; and kiftly, as the reflilt of the whole, tViat 
they \irould give his Majefby fuch counfel and advice as 
would be moft probable tp anfwcr the ends of fuch an in- 
quiry and inveftigation. 

He could not fay, that this was a propoGtion, nakedly con- 
lidered, he could ever agree to, though it were totally uncom- 
bined oicunconne£);ed with any other matter ; beGdes, as he 
had frequently obferved, foabeGdes amounting to a negative 
to the Addrels, it was in fadi a negative to all means of de- 
fence whatever; it propofed to fufpend all meafures, delibera- 
tive or executive, till after their Lordfliips fliould digeft thc'ix 
thoughts, and give their advice to their fovercign. Now, 
without entering* very deeply into the fubjedl at fo late an 
hour,*^wo difficulties very fenGbly ftruck him, which muff 
in his apprehenGon be unavoidable if the amendirtent were 
agreed to. The Grft, 4hat their lordftiips would proceed 
in a committee, and when the obje£l of their inquiry was at 
an end, of courfe report to the Houfe.i How far this mode 
of proceeding was agreeable to the neceffary ingredients 
of fecrecy and difpatdhj he would not pretend to fay but, 

* for 
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for his part it appeared to him the very reverfe of both. 

The other objeftion, which would prove equally fatal, was 
liable to precifely the fame objeftioii; for when the Ilvufc 
had agreed \nth their committee, an^ the reVuit of the whole 
was to be prefented to his Majcfty, the fame inconvcnienca * 
mult follow. His Majefty would be advifed, probably very 
wifely, he entertained not tic moll diftant lhadow of doubt, 
very faithfully advifed ; but then, if they were counfels of 
execution, w'ould not fuch a‘n advice to the Crown, if it was 
expefted to be adopted by Government, Jjc attended wdtli the 
moll ei>ormous mifehief ? no lefs than informing the whole 
world, and of courfe our very enemies, of what we intemlcd 
to do, and thereby cut up by the roots the only means that 
ever was yet thought of fecure to fuccefs, that of concealing 
from our enemies all our plans and defigns. 

He did not pretend to argue the cafe fcrioully and pofitively 
to this extent, but he appealed /o noble Lords, whether for 
aught that appeared to the confrary, the amendment did not 
fairly bear him out in the argunl ent he had raifed^upon it. In- 
formed therefore as he w’^as, )oe mull continue to confidbr 
it in that light, which with lae reafons already afligned in 
the courfe of Ins fpeech, induced him to ^vc his hearty 
negative to tin* amendment, and once more to exprefs his # 
full approbation^ to, the addrefs in the terms firft moved.* 

His Grace at the opening of Tiis fpeech fpoke with much 
candour and great underltanding, and feemed as if he 
wiflied for a coalition of honeft men, directing his difeourfe 
at the fame time to the Lord Chancellory previous to his 
re-confidering the queftion then before the Houfe. 

The Duke of Richmond faid, there were fomc things Dulre o^ 
which fell from the noble and learned Lord who Jpoke lalt, Richmond, 
that afforded him great fatisfadtion, the rcfult of which 
.ill the firft inftance, as it ftruck him, was that agreeing 
with the propofed Addrefs, was but a mere matter of form y 
it was fubftantially fo in every refpe£t. It was a matter of 
form, the noble and learned Lord obferved, to treat all 
communications from the Throne in this manner ; it was 
cuftomary to do fb, when the matter communicatefrreferred 
only to generals*, and the prefent commuirication having 
been confined folely to generals, brought it ftriftly within 
the rule ; nay, the learned Lord puflicd this argument much 
farther, for his Lordlliip affirmed more than once in the 
courfe of his fpeech, that approving of meafures, fuch as 
had been generally deferibed in the Addrefs, neither di- 
VoL.VH. G • rcaiy 
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^ impliedly bound -any^ioble Lord who (hould vote 

for it to a finale fpecific meafure, or propofition which may 
hereafter be deemed proper or expedient, by thofe who fliall 
be employed in ccsndudling the affairs of Government. 

’His Grace obferved,* that after the repeaten attempts 
'which had been made to fubjugatc America, ir wouid be 
ffolly ia the extreme to perfift longer in fo fruiilefs an un- 
dertaking. It appeared to him at all times imprafliicable, 
a lid he repeated his reafons frequently In that Houfe why 
he thought fo ; it would therefore be very unneceffary now 
to tread ^ver the fame ground ; but without having a re- 
trofpedb to fanner tranfadlions, farther than it might be 
jiccelTi^ry to elucidate the palling feene, be begged their 
Lordfhips attention for a few minutes. It was very improba- 
ble that any perfon of experience and knowledge, be his zeal 
ever fo fervent, could expedt to fucceed by any farther at- 
tempts upon America by land ; that once granted, and he be- 
lieved he Ihould hear no man ferioully difpute it, the queftioii 
was Amplified and brought within a very narrow compafs. 
Is chc friciidlhip and good will of America effentially ne- 
ceflary to the exiftdncc of this country as a great naval and 
commercial nation ? Do our poffcffions and dependencies 
in that part of North America llill remaining in our hands, 
*©ur Wcfl-India iflands, &c. depend upon a renewal of a 
connexion with America of aue kind or ©.tlfex ? As he faid 
before, he believed there was not an intelligent man in that 
Houfe, or out of it, who believed that this connexion or 
reunion could b^c effedled by 'force of arms. If that was 
the cafe, then it could only be effefted by conciliatory means^ 
How were thefe moft probable to fucceed, fo as to effenti- 
ally promote the government of Parliament and the nation 
were prcfufficd to have in view ! 

For his part, he thought, by immediately withdrawing our 
troops from that country and employing them againft our fo- 
reign enemies, where only they could be of any fcrvice, 
would be every way the wifeft meafure. This was not a 
novel opinion of his,* he had often exprefled himfelf to that 
purport io^that Houfe on the fubjedl. If it appeared to him 
at thofe fev|ral periods a wife and falutary meafure, the events 
of the laft campaign fully confirmed him that he was right, 
and every reafon which operated then, rufhed now on his 
mind with redo,ublcd force, and flalhed the fulleft convic- 
tion on his mind, not merely of the expediency, but the ab- 
folutc necelTity of adopting it. The withdrawing of the 
troops at the time fisft propofed, was recommended in or- 
• der 
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dcr to remove the apprehenfions of the people, no matter 
whether well or ill founded, that Great-Britain intended to 
enflave them. It was farther defigned to promote another pur- 
pofe, that of lotting the paffions of men cool anti civil animo- 
fities fubfide, fo as to learn the real intentions and views of 
the people, when they fhould be left to their own guidance; 
— when the'firc of faftion and party fliould be quenched, 
and men came ferioufly to conlider and determine, free 
from the terrors of force or the operations of prejudice, 
what was moll likely to conduce to their own intcreft and 
fecurc the free enjoyment of their privile'ges and prgpcity 
in future. This he prefumed, were the leading motives 
which fuggefted the necellity of withdrawing the troops in 
the early ftages of this bufinefs, to a ' noble Earl fince dc- 
ceafed, [Chatham,] and he fliould ever •continue to think 
they were founded in prudence and found policy. 

Attend to the fituation of alFairs as they flood at prefent. 
America was aided by a powerful foreign ally, the troops 
of that ally were now fighting her battles,. and aflifled in 
the capture of a Briiilli army with their ncble and gallant 
commander ; if then it was determined to fifnd out a pow- 
erful land force in order to retrieve our finking^ affairs in 
that country, what would be the probable confequence ? 
but that the people of America finding tbcmfelves threatened 
with a formidable awiiy; would naturally look for prote6lion 
to their foreign allies,’ who had recently fo fucccfsfully and 
feafonably allifted tliem, which would ferve to cement 
and ftrengthen their former conn«xion, and remove at a ftill 
greater diflance any profpefl of amity or reconciliation 
with the mother-country ; while on the other hand, if the 
Britifli troops were withdrawn, thofe of France would be- 
come ufclefs, and the grand motive and confidcnco bttween 
America and our foreign enemies be gradually weakened. 
All apprehenfions from what they deemed an enraged and 
unrelenting foe being at an end, and no farther necellity of 
courfe of foreign affiftance, the people of that country, 
agreeably to their difpofition, and e\;en prejudices, 
would probably return to habits of friendfhip and ^mu- 
tual good will. It was natural, and fuch prcdileflions, 
when nothing of importance or hazard ftood In the way 
to indulge them, would foon begii^ to prevail, and that 
moll powerfully too. Men profefling a different religion, 
educated in different principles, fpeaking a different lan- 
guage : Aliens in blood, and ftrangers in connexion or 
affection, would foon difeover numerous r^afons for being 
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diffatisficd with each other, while notwithftanding the 
fignal provocations given by the parent flate, the Colonics 
would find nature, fentiment, and innate partiality pulling the 
other way. They would recollefl: at the inftant that they 
complained* of theirt^ brethren in Europe, that they were 
neverthelcfs their brethren, and it might not be ftretch- 
ing probabilities too far to prefume that they would, when 
they had nothing immediately to apprehend on their own 
account, never fuller, much lefs contribute, to alfift 
France in treading out of independent exiftefnee, her own 
indulgent, though latterly cruel, and unkind parent. 

He' doubted much, whether in good policy, putting af- 
fection or compafilon out of the queftion, they ought to 
ftand by, w'hile one -power was augmenting its own llrength 
and greatnefs on the ruin of another, particularly when that 
power had been hitherto a pow^erful rival and competitor, not 
only to Great Britain, and at difierent periods a terror to 
Europe, but at Icail in one inflfuicc to America herfelf. So 
foonas the competitor was fallen or reduced, the ftrength of 
both would in a great meafure be concentered in one, and 
it would always be an objeft of policy in the weaker ftatesto 
exert they*fclves to the utmofl: of their abilities in preventing 
any one from becoming too formidable. 

This however was a matter of mere fpcciilation, the other 
was not, but well w^orthv of their iordfliifs moll ferious 
ccnfidcratlcn and attention. All apprehenfions ceafing, as he 
obferved before, the grounds, and he would affirm the only 
folid grounds of union between America and France would 
inftantly crUmble to pieces. The people of the colonics 
would once more become Engliflimcn, and France, tliat 
ambitious power, be for ever cut olr from any connexion 
with By tlic withdrawing of the troops therefore he 

would venture to foretel, that the moll fignal benefits 
might be deri\cd to this country, wdiilc he was perfuaded 
a profccution of the fame mcafurcs by the fame men, which 
w^erc at once the difgrace and bane of the nation, mull in- 
evitably end in its ruin. Before he concluded this part of 
his fubjcdl he ‘v/ould beg leave to obferve, that there w'as 
an Additional rcafcri, which in his mind, would operate 
more' pov^crfully towards the impradlicability of the Ame- 
rican war, than even* the recent lofs of an army, and that 
was the tenth article of the capitulation made between Lord 
Cornv/allis, Gcuerar Walliirigton, and the oAcr officers 
who were parties to it. In his Lordlhip’s propofitions to 
the commander in chief of the enemies forces, he defired 
* that 
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that all the Americans^ whether 4Uirr]^g arm9 or notp 
night be included in the capitulation, anfwer was in 

the negative, obferving, that the difpofition of the perfonafg 
(deferibed, was exclufively within the cognizance and difpofi- 
tiori of the civil power ; he would not fay that this was an au- 
thentic paper to be relied on, but fo*the article flood in the 
French Gazette, which contained an account of the difafler^ 
and which he believed, on the prefent occal'on, was deemed 
to be tolerably authentic. If this circumftance fliould here- 
after come confirmed, he thought it would be prefumption*, 
as well as the height of folly, to fuppdfc or cxpecl: that after 
firft inviting thefe poor deluded meiF to repair to the royal 
ftandard for fafety and protc£lion, and to allift in vindicating 
their rights, they lliould from under that very ftandard, when 
the commander found a convenience' in it, be facrificed and 
abandoned without remorfe to all the rage and revenge of 
civil malice and mercilefs retaliation. 

Some noble Lords in debate, and more than one in high 
office, had iiifinuatcd or direftly aflerted, that the friends 
of the amendment were for declaring America independent, 
for ignominioufly humbling ourfelves to o^r natural 
inveterate enemies ; or for at once furrendering, without a 
ftiugglc, every thing which an Englifliman ^)ught to hold 
dear, the maritime power, the commercial advantages, and 
tranfmarine* pofleflions of this country. He confeffed him-^ 
fclf totally at a 4ofs* to difeover or recolleft a fingle expref- 
fion fufficient to jullify fuch loofe indiferiminate charges. 
He affirmed, with confidence, that nothijig like it had ef- 
caped his lips, and he thought, without running any great 
hazard, he might anfwer with equal confidence for every 
noble Ijord who fupported the amendment. If it had been 
ever proper to declare America independent, he was per- 
luadcd this was not the time ; and as for facrifici«g the trade 
and commerce of this country, its only real fource of power 
and greatnefs, and with it abandoning our tranfmarine do- 
minions in the weftern world, he could fay^ without th6 
dread of contradiclion, that there was not a fingle perfon 
that heard him, who would be farther from acceding to any 
©nc of theft propofitions which had been imputed to him 
than himfclf, and that for the moft forcible of all poTTiblc rear 
fons, bccaufe, deprived of our trade, commerce, ind diftant 
pofreflions, we niuft of courfe become an undone nation. 

fo far was he from giving extraneous, defultory 
opinionf upon the prefcnt ftatc of public affairs, that he 
«ould not in another inftance, (but that he prefumed to 

fugg^) 
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fuggcft) hazard a Angle opinion j our affairs were wound up 
to fuCh a pitch, fuch a variety of obftacles and difficulties 
ftarted up and multiplied on every fide, that if he was in 
office, he ftiould find himfelf under fuch circumftances of 
cmbarraffmeiy: as to bfl at a total lofs how to aft or what to 
advife. It was a public misfortune, and therefore what- 
ever the confequences might be they muft forthe prefeiit 
be fubmitted to. 

His Grace was very full to feveral other points, and en- 
forced his arguments when he firft rofe, relpcftihg an equal 
and a full reprefentationof the people in Parliament, and the 
bringing back theconftitution to its firft principles ; the refto- 
ration of Parliaments to their ancient ufc, dignity, and ref- 
peft, and the cftablifhingthe government on its truebafis, the 
mutual fupport, co-operation, and confidence of every rank 
and defeription of men in the ftate. He added, that he 
could not fit down without repeating that the Addrefs, as 
moved by the noble Lord, breathed, as it was natural, no- 
thing but war 5 and he was forry to clearly difeover it was 
an American war; He made fome obfervations refpefting 
the preference given to the land forces over our navy, and 
concluded with alErming, that, from the day the fword was 
firft drawn tO that moment, the conduft of minifters pre- 
fented nothing but a regular feries of blunders, omiflions, 
and criminal neglefts. . 

The Lord Chancellor rofe to explain fame paffages in his 
firft fpeech, which had been commented on by the noble 
Duke, but as his Lordfliip faid little more than re-wording 
two or three exp^eflions, which he prefumed the noble Duke 
had mifapprehended, it would be needlefs to repeat them. 
His Lordfliip declared, he had not in the leaft changed his 
mind, for whatever meafures minifters might have in con- 
templatioif, he thought it impoflible for their Lordfliips, 
without wantonly departing from the eftabliftied ufage of 
J^arliamcnt, to refufe their aflent to the Addrefs as origi- 
nally moved. 

PROTEST. 

« 

It was propofed to leave out, after the fecond paragraph 
•f the motion .for an Addrefs, the remaining part of the 
motion, and to infert : . 

And we will, without delay, apply ourfelves with 
united hearts, to propofc and digeft fuch counfe#tobe 
laid at his royal feet, as may excite the efforts, point the 
arms, and command the coaiidence of all bis fubje£ls." 

• The 
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The queflion was put thereupah ; it was* rcfolved in the 
negative. — Contents 31; not contents 65 j proxies 10, 
Then the queftion was put, that the motion, as firft pro- 
pofed, do ft and part of the queftion.— ~ It was refolved in 
the alErmative. 

• Dljentlenu 

For reafons too often urged in vain for thefe laft feven 
years, agaiaft the ruinous profecutio% of the American 
war, carrying on by his Majefty’s Minifters againft the 
people of North-America, and too fatally confirmed by 
repeated experience, and the late difgraceful lofs of a feconi 
army, to Hand in need of repetition. - 

RICHMOND, 

FITZWILLIAM, 

ROCKINGHAM. 


November 28. . n-u t a 

. - The Lots 

The Lord Chamberlain informed the Houle, that purfuant Chamber 
to their order of the preceding day, the Peers, with white 
ftaves, had waited on his Majefty, humbly to know his plea- 
fure when he would be attended by this Houfe, with their 
Addrefs of thanks, for his moll gracious fpccch from the 
throne, . ® 

The King having appointed this day at two o^(^ok, at St, 

James’s, the Houfe, attended by their Speaker, waited on 
his Majefty Mdth the following Addrefs : 

• T he humble ’Adc\fefs» of the right honourable the lords 
fpiritual and temporal' in Parliament aflembled. 

Mojl gracious fovereign^ 

We, your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, 
the lords fpiritual and temporal in Parliament aflembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our humble" thanks for 
your moft gracious fpeech from the throne. ^ 

It is with equal concern and indignation, that we fee 
the war prolonged by that reftlefs ambition which firft ex- 
cited your Majefty’s enemies to commence it, and which 
ftill continues to difappoint your Majefty’s earneft defire 
and diligent exertion to rellore the public tranquility. 

«« We acknowledge, with the fincereftanrd warmeft gra- 
titude, your Majefty’s wifdom and conftant attention to<he 
real welfare of your people ; equally confpicuous in your car- 
neft defirc of peace, and in your fixed and unalterable rcfolu- 
tion, never to facrihec, cither to that dcfire, or to the tem- 
porary eafe^nd relief of your fubjeclsj tfiofe cflential rights 

and 
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and permanent* interefts, upon the maintenance and pre- 
fervation of which the future ftrcngth and fecurity of this 
country mull ever principally depend. 

We feel great fatisfa£lion in the favourable appear- 
ance of our^alfeirs in the Eall-Indlcs, and the fafc and prof- 
perous arrival of the numerous commercial fleets of thefe 
Kingdoms ; but we regret, that in the courfe of this year 
your Majefty’s alEduous endeavours to guard (he extenfive 
dominions of youk* Crown, have not been attended with 
fuccefs equal to the juftice and uprightnefs of your Majef- 
ty’s views ; and we lament that the events of war have been 
fo unfortunate to youi Majefty’s arms in Virginia. 

We are gratefully fenfible of the parental folicitudc 
your Majefty has ftiewn for the general happinefs of your 
people, in the endeavours your Majefty has ufed to extin- 
guifti that fpirit of rebellion which our enemies have found 
means to foment and maintain in the colonies ; and to rc- 
ftorc to your deluded fubje£ls, in America, that happy and 
profperous condition which they formerly derived from a 
due obedience to the laws; and wc beg leave to alTure your 
I Majefty of our concurrence and aiTiftance to fruftrate 
the defrgns of our enemies, equally prejudicial to the real 
interefts ^ America and to thofeof Grcat-Britain. 

We will, without lofs of time, refume the deliberations 
upon the ftatc and condition of the Britifli.pofleflions and 
revenues in the Eaft-Indies ; will c;trry«it on with the fame 
fpirit and temper in which it was begun, and proceed with 
the fame attenti«)n and aiL’ icty to coiifider how thofc rc-‘ 
mote proviiiccs may be hoid and governed with the greateft 
fecurity am! advantage to this country, and by what means 
the happinefb of the native inhabitants may be heft pro* 
motccl. 

Pirmly rcfolvcd to decline no difficulty or hazard in 
the defence of our country, and for the prefervation of its 
tflential rights and interefts, wc fhall continue to give our 
moft hearty concurrence and fupport in profccution of the 
great and important conteft in which we are engaged. 

We rely upon the prote£iion of divine Providence in 
fo j^ft a caufc, ai\d fully truft, that by the concurrence and 
fupport which we (hall moft chearfully give, by the valour 
of your Majefty’s fleets and armies, and by the vigorous, 
animated, and united* exertions of the faculties and refour- 
ces of your people, your Majefty will be enabled to difap- 
pointthe ambitious defignsof your enemies," and to reftore 

the 
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the bkfluig of a f«fe 9&di bonottraBle {kace jCO all your 

mmiOnl.” ^ 

His Jnfwtrt , 

« My Lords, ^ 

f< I thank you for this very dutiful and ‘ifledionate Ad« 
drcfs. The* aflurances of your chearful Concurrence aitd 
fupport in the proiecution of the great and important coni< 
ten in which we are engaged^ eive me the higheft fatiifac- • 
tion, and muft have the moft falutary efieds# * It fltall 
be my conftant endeavour to make the oeft ufe of this fnp‘< 
port for the attainment of the foie end, which 1 have ever 
in view, a fafe and honourable peace.” 

The Houfe adjourned to the following Wednefday. 

jDtamber 5. 

Private bufinefs ; no debate. Adjourned to Monday* 

Deumbtr 10. 

Heard counfel on an appeal from the Court of Seihon 
Scotland. No debate } adjourned till Friday. > 

Decern^ 14 . 

Private bufinefs } no debate* Adjourned to December ly, 
•December 

Prayers being ovet an engroffed bill from the Commons, 

. intitled. An Ad for apprehending and dct.’^nu g Ptrfons 
guilty of HighTreafon in America, for Piracy on thebigh- 
feas, and for other Offences therein ftatedf Said bill, as 
t the order of the day, was read a fecond time } committed, 
and ordered to be reported the next day. 

Land and malt bills prefented, read a fird ^igae^ and or« 
dercG to be read a fecond time. Adjourned. 

December 18. 

a 

Read a fecond time the land and malt bills, w^t into a 
committee, reported the fame immediately, and ordered 
faid bills to be read a third time to-morrow morning. Adf> 
joumed. 

DeeenAtr 19.. 

The Houfe did net aflemble tUr.half paft three o’elock, 
though fevcral Lords had been waiting for fome time, and 
appeared to be out of all patience. 

VQI..VII. M 


4 ?^ 
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. As foon as .prayers were over, the order of the day 
was iftoved for the third reading of the Land aild Malt bills, 
previous to which the Marquis of Rockiil^ham intimated 
fomething to' the Woolfack, which was conveyed to the 
Ibveral noye*Lords(about the table, at that time about nine 
• in number. 

The Lord Chancellor then proceeded to put*the qiieftion, 
that this bill be now read a third time, which called up 
Mar ui* of of Rockingham^ w’ho faid, that he came that 

Rock-ng- day to the Houfe without conftiltipg any perfon'whatever, and 
ham. in a thorough perfuafion that he fliould probably not meet 
‘ with g finglc perfon who would unite in opinion with him ; 
but he was neither to be deterred from a faithful difeharge 
of his duty by fuperior numbers, nor difheartened by a thin 
attendance of his friends; though all circumftanccs confi- 
dered, he could not call it a thin attendance, where there 
was not the mod diftant profpe£l of any attendance at all 
beftig iicccflary; for it waS an accident, he mull fairly con- 
fefs, M'incb delayed him in town, and a recent accident, 
,cr public misfortune, which probably direfted his Heps 
, down to that Houfe that day. - . 

He then entered into a coiicife, yet comprehenfive date 
of the nation, the enormous burdens, fall of rents, decrcaf- 
Td value of lands, and cncrealing poors-rates ; But tbefe 
were nothing, ^when compared witlj the various calamities 
which accompanied them.*‘ I'he pride^'lhe fpirit, the per- 
fcverancc, the unconquerable refolutlon of Englifliraen 
w^ere able to furmount thofe difficulties, and to feel them 
as .light arid ^trifling, whife the means- they were wont to 
'have rccourfe to \vere at hand, obedient to their call. Thc,.^ 
<trade and commerce nf Great-Britain w^as unbounded, and 
was limited by no' other impediment but what lerminated 
"the occfin,vnay the* globe. itfelf. But, was that the cafe 
riow? Was fhe that great,’ that ppwcrfuj, that honoured 
and revered nation ? No ; if he bad undertaken, and had 
^had the. ajyiity to perform the talk of drawing *a ftrong re- 
rerfe oflevcry feature he had been endeavouring to delineate 
of Britain in the. year ij8i, conjpared with Britain in t^c 
yedr 1763, 'and feveral years fubfequent to that period, ftie 
would^ be found, alas! the ruined, deferted, defpifed, de- 
bilitated Britain, ihe pYey of her foes, and the contempt of 
the furr^unding nations. Where was her commerce i It 
was. carped on* by chance and ftealth. Where were her 
l She had none, .or whenever they appeared they 

. fought 
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fouglit fafety in retreat, and ferved only to add frefli laurels 
to our enemies. ^ Where were her armies ? Captured, or 
more than one half of them exifting upon paper, on ihe 
table of the Houfe of Commons: Kut he was difguPed and 
mortified by contemplating the piftuic y noi lliohUl he now- 
have troubled their Lordiliips upon lo beaten a fubjcQ, h ul 
not the BritiHi flag been tariiillicd almolt in the mouth of 
the Channel. 

Such being the general ftate of public affali s when the 
thud reading of the Money-bill was announced from the 
woolfack, he tlumght it his indifpenfibltT dirty to ufe in Ins 
place and oppofe the granting any further lupplics, till the •• 
ftnfe of that Houfc was talon j he meant when, upon no- 
tice given to thp noble members who compofed that af- 
fembly, their Lordfliips, acquainted w ith* the circumilanccs 
of Ml. Kcmpcnfeldt’s retreat, might judge how fai it would 
be prudent any longer to eiitiuft mtn, whofe grofs mifeor- 
diicl wa^ eveiy day the caufe of accumulating frefti misfoi- 
tunes, and laying the foundation for a fucceffion of the 
lame, till the doom of this devoted country Ihoufd be finally 
pronounced. Upon this idea he ftiould m^ve an amend- 
ment on the o’-dcr of ’the day, which w is, tlwt inflcad 
of the w ord now as it Ifood *in the order, the motion 
fliould run thus.; that faid bill be tcad a third time the 
Hi ft day after the iv,«els?” * 

Noble liords miglft, perhaps, call for explanation, and 
tLfirc to be infoimed of the paiticulars w^hich he had al- 
luded to in his Ipeech, To any queftion of this kind, he 
had, he prefumed, a fatisfaftory anfvvcr to giv^. He relied 
upon the authority of the Gazette for Admiral Kemp- 
cnfeldt’s being on his jeturn to England, and for aught he 
knew, at that inflant in the Channel, or aiii\e<kafcl?ortft 
mouth. It was true there were no fpccific particulars 
ftatedj but there weie enough to authorilc this conelufion ; 
that that gallant oilic er, after commenting an aflioii w itli the 
enemy, found himfelf deceived, and m the fame fpirit of 
prudc'iicc and gallantry which led him to battle, defifted, 
when he pereened that there v/as fuch a fapeiiority againft 
him, as prt eluded the moft diftmt hopes of a profpel-ous 
iflue, fliould he have pcrfifted in the conteft, • • 

The narrative might be comprifed wnthin a very narrow 
compafs. The Admiralty, or Cabinet, having determined 
to prevent the Breil fleet from failing, fent out a fquadron 
of tv/eh e fail of the hue to effetl that purpufe. Thfty went * 
H a accordingly^ 
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f MMirdingly, and foon came up mth the enemV} and cap- 
tured a great number of their tranfports, with troops on 
board. What next i in endeavouring to capture the reft, 
the enemy appeared, and both patties prepared for an en- 
gagement jiiTdeed,|it bad a£iuaUy commenced, but before 
the line of battle could be formed, fo as to render the a£ti- 
on geneial and deciflve, what was the feene that prefented 
itfelf? the whole of the enemy’s fquadron manauvering, 
and compofed of nineteen fliips of the line, four of which 
were of one hundred and ten'guns, while the firft, the Royal 
Louis, which bore the admiral’s flag, earned one hundred 
and twelve guns, oi a weight of metal, number of men, 
and polltlling other advantages, which would have render- 
ed It extremely hazardous fur either of our firft rates to lie 
along-fide her, 

His Lordfhip htving explained thefe particulars in very 
pointed terms, made a paufe, and with a ftiong emphafis , 
wiflicd, he faid, to know the fource of all our misfortunes^ 
Was It in the cabinet, or were miniftcis but cyphers ? Why 
then, in God’s name, change them. If not, did the fault 
, originate in a private, documented, choien cabinet, who 
employed the bftenfible ones merely to carry their plans of 
madiiels aiCid bloody ambition into excution 7 It might be 
anfwered, there svas no fucb private council. What then 
would become of the laft pofliblc queftion 7 'Was the min 
of the nation finally refdlved upon by^i knot compofed of 
three or four individuals, who, a£liiig as a grand momentumt 
fet the whole in motion 7 Be it fo, or be it any of them, 
if the caufe was once fairly afeertained, he made no doubt 
but the gooa fenfe of the people of England would prove 
more than a match for any luch wicked, unconftitutional 
combination of power, however dark, intricate, and com- 
plicatdfl^'faut fo long as the authors and fupporters of this 
nefarious fyftem had the power to impofe upon the people, 
and the knack of fliifting the refponfibility from one to ano- 
ther, it was in vain to contend, nnlefs, by the rapidity of 
their defperate councils, they fhould draw that deferred 
4eftmAion on thefr own heads, which juftice ought to have 
* long fince infli£led upon them by the pu’olic judgment of 
their fellow citizens. , 

HisXor^fhip proceeded with an unufual exertion of voice, 
nnd in rather a fuddeft overflow of eloquence, apparently 
'irifing from his feeling for his cooncry, and its reputation, 
^our, anrfwojjted power and greatnefs, to expatiate upon 

a great 
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A great tariety of partietdari fiMjBiHar ti recent Kcolle^^ioa* 
but which from that fpeciea cf hoaeft and hulependent 
energy, fo char40:eriftic of a realEntlHhmatt, be feemed to 
bate totally altered the face of, by Ae various lights which 
he reflefletl upon them, and the nillfnore iat^us fhapes in 
which he urged and prefetited them to his noble auditors. * 
Miniiters,. finking like the falling fchool-boy, he obfervcd, 
n’erc glad to catch at a twig, if it were only in hopes of 
procraninating a fall, which, incapable and reganllefs of 
every tonf^quence, as tlicy'had (hewn thcmfelvcs, they at 
length perceived was inevitable } as«« proof of which, no- 
thing more was necefTary to be adduced than their bidicrous 
or rather infulting introduftion of our fuccefies in India into 
the Speech from the throne. He had, perhaps, thiough the 
communication of a friend, full as recent and as genuine an 
account of the real ftate of the BritiAl'afiairtf in that quaiter 
of the globe as the miniiler, or minifters who framed that 
paiTage in the Speech ; and he could affirm, in the face of 
his Majefty's cabinet counfellors then prefent, (the Lord 
Chancellor, and,the Lords Hillsborough andiStorraont) and 
he could likewife foretd, that not one of them dare rife a^d 
contradifl him j that Sir Lyre Coote aSed the part of a 
vigilant, cautious, and in the inftance alludeb to, of a ju- 
dicious commander, who having a force compofed of fomO 
hundred thbufiinds Jio contend with, had kept the enemy at. * 
bay, if he miglft borrow the Tportfman’s phrafc, and never 
failed to improve every opportunity to make this fort of 
barbarians feel at once what they had often foh before, the fu- 
perior fkill and difeipline of fhe Britifli anps. In truth, Sir 
Eyre Coote had no army: he had an handful of men, which 
he Was necelTitated to employ in detachments, &c. After fe- 
yeral rational and pointed obfervations of b like teiulency, 
his Lordlhip oncSs more begged leave to AibiSint ffiis propofi- 
tion to the Honle, and fierioufly recommend it to the inde- 
pendent Lords prefent, as the only means of efittfling the 
removal of the ptefent miniftry. * i 

Lord Vifeount Stormont rofc in reply to the laft noble S 
fpeaker. He faid he heard the nobhs Marquis with pleafure 
upon almoft every fuhjeS; his Lordflitp thought fit |o deliver 
his opinions. I'bere was a poliflied deqorum and man- 
linefs of fentiment fo ftrongl^^ mixed in all h’S Lordlhip’s 
difeourfes, that although upon certun political fubje^n 
they did not coincide with his own, yet never failed to 
an impreflion upon his mind, fufficient to command 
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that deference which was juftljr due to his Lordfliip, as 
well from his friends and partizans, as thofe who happened 
to entertain different political opinions. 

AftCi adding fonie further polite expreflions,^ tending the 
famev/ay, hejaTd, hc^^idnotrifetoenterinto acontuncify 
• with the noble Marquis about the real ftatc of the nation ; 
the uiiwife, or woife conduft of mmiftcis; tho extent of 
the evils which we felt, or the greater which were predict 
ted, tlnit would befal us. He did not nfe to cKlt^ncl or 
c‘ond‘"’nn the meafurcs or cxcciltion of the Anu^rican war, 
or to determine how far any of his Majelly’s minillcrs may 
ha\e aQg[l criminally or injudicioufly, rcfpccling the ucent 
a(/iir the noble Lord lo oftm alluded to. Thefc wcic fit 
perhaps, to be taken up and diLuVed on fomc 
fiUmc da), or feparatcly taken into conh leiation j they 
not now before'thc Houfe ; they could not; and he 
trufted the noble Marquis would e\ca<'^ him fiom entering 
into a diicuffion fo foreign to the queftion, and fo unfit, iii 
his appr^henfion, though rto othtr iinttcr was depending 
before tlit Hjufc, to be confidered juft on the eve of an 
and in fo remarkably thin a Iloufe. 

The real queftictn, if he undcrllood it rl ht, was mouly 
this: ‘Whethdfr a bill of fupply, which had unanimoully 
paiftd the otlier Houfc, {hould be lead a thiui time ; fmee 
\wdiich the noble Marquis moved an amcyidmcnt,* that in- 
llcad of the w^oid »oWj fliouUrbc infertecl tlfc fiift day after 
the rccefs.” This he lookpd upon to all intents and pur- 
pofes to amount to a direft negative, as to all the fubllan- 
tial ends propofed by a bill of fupply ; bccaufe in faft it 
would, if agreed to, fufpend every powder, aiid with them 
of courfe all the clFcftive operations of government. The 
fleets and armids now in our ports, deftined for various 
quarters orthe world, mull be locked up until thi', political 
interdi£l fhould be taken off; for although much might be 
hazarded by minillcrs; if the nation, or the leTifc of u, de- 
flared by the mouth of that Houfc, (hould determine that 
no money be granted, and confequcntly that none ftioulcl be 
iffued fora certain period, be was, he muft fairly acknow - 
ledge, unacquainted vdth the man, or body of n'-n, who 
would have fufficient confidence to take upon him or them 
the cxpenfliture of money, the approbation or difapproba- 
tion of which would depc^id upon the futuie opinions of 
^ #ne or both Houfes of Parliament. 
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But waving, for the prefent, any argument merely refting 
on this ground, the noble Marquis he was convinced, 
w'ould excufe him if he took the liberty to point out, with 
all pofliblc deference and refpeft* wlyt appea;cd to him to 
amount to a palpable contradiftion between the motion 
made by his Lordlhip and the arguments urged by him in 
fupport of ^t. 

The noble Marquis, among other ftrong, very ftrong ac- 
cufations againft minifters, charged them with fupinenefs, 
viithneglcA, vv ith incapability ; in (hgjrt, with almoll every 
crime men in public fituations could be fuppofed rapable 
of commiting ; and as the only fpecific or probable means 
of remedying the evils they had brought on their country, 
laid, nothing but fpii it, unanimity, vigorous excitions, and 
the moft animated attempts, could poffibly retrieve our af- 
fairs- It was true, his Lordlhip did not promife fuccefs, 
but only hoped, that our affairs might be put upon a rcfpcc- 
table footing- Yet In the very fame breath or period, the 
noble Marquis, he begged pardon; he hoped his Lord- 
fhip would cxcufe him, while he was in the very afl: of® 
recommending and fuggefting, in the moft forcible and 
pathetic terms, the ncccflity of vigorous, manlj^, and deci- 
Cve exertions ; his Lorclfliip, by his motion, was, for fuj^ 
ptndin’^j p^o-teffipoYCy at the beft, all exertions whatever: 
in fa£t, he found ,himfelf under the ncceffity of repeating 
again, that he looked upon the motion more in the light 
ol a dirtft negative, than a vote of fufpenfion- 

This bting |he plain icfult of* the argument ufedby the 
noble Maiquis, for he did not mean to mifreprtfent or tor- 
ture his Lordfliip’S words to a meaning calculated to anfwer 
hi^ own particular purpofc, he flattered himfclf the noble 
Loids prefent— no matter of what party or dfifefiption, 
would unanimoully agree with him, that it was extremely 
uuncceflary to rcloit to arguments in detail, to perfuade 
them to itfufe their conlcnt to the amendment moved on 
the original qutftion fo dangerous to the public welfare ; at 
belt, fo hazardous in the e\.periment, and*hitherto unftip* 
ported by any precedent fince the cftablifhmcnt of the rfno# 
narchy. His noble fiiend, if he might take thg libe/ty ot 
ufing that familiar appellation, would, he doubted not, 
from Ills known c^ncLur, cl carfully^^xcufe him, if for thefe 
reafons, he fliou’d vote for the of the day, and 

confcquently givs negative to the amendment ;novcd by 
h:s Lordflup- * 

The 
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Puke of The Duh of Cbandcis rofc next, and faid, he perfcflly a- 
Cb^Adoif. greed with every fyllable the noble Marquis had urged in 
fupport of hU motion, and in that full perfuafion rofeto 
fecond it with the meft ardent wifli for its fuLcefs. He af- 
fured their Lordlhips, upon hts honour, that he had no com- 
munication or concern whatever with the noble JLord* If he 
had, he would upon that, as well as upon every other fimi- 
hx occaiion, deem it an honour, but the cafe was other- 
wife *, he had not feen his Lolrdfliip for fome days, nor had 
a fyllable pafTed between them tcljpcfting public affairs. 

He tould not help declaring, he faid, the fatisfafllon he 
felt, in thefe degenerate and corrupt times, to behold a 
nobleman attend his duty in that Houfe, not attended with a 
troop of followers and partizans, encircled with friends 
and powerful orators, to oppofc the mcafurcs of govern- 
ment, but filently ftealing down alone to difeharge his duty 
as a loyjJ fubjeft and a feithful dtrzen, in order to oppofe 
the invincible power of an hoft of adverfaiies, fupported by 
all the ftrength of government, and all the advantages de- 
• rived from office iituation. While he thought it his duty to 
communicate fiis fentiments, refueling the Dublic duties 
annexed to the exalted rank he held In the fiate as one cf 
the hereditary counfellors of the crown, whenever they wore 
perfuaded that theit interpofition became neceffary, or when 
called upon by their fovereign, he abnopM £a6rion and party- 
oabals } and, m far «s juftice to himfelf required him to 
make this public declaration, as much as anyone noble 
l^ord in or Qut df aj^dminHlraHon, fo £ar as his confcicucc 
would permit, he had uniformly thi own his feeble fupport 
into the fcate of government y hut what prudence and 
found policy would di£l:ate, in fome fituations, would be a 
compbund of public treachery and private perfidy in ano- 
ther. He had always a&ed upon thofe principles j if be 
had fallen fliort of his own intentions, he trufted there was 
4iot a fingle member of that afiembly, to whom he had the 
honour m being perlonally known, who would not do him 
tlvj juilice to acknowledge, that his fovereign*s honour and 
country’s good were the untform motives of his conduft. 

After this introdu^ion, hia Grace made feveraLpointed 
deduftions fiom the gremifes ftated in the debate, and the 
true caufe of all our, national calamities, which, abating 
fome untowarl circqmftanccs, might be attributed folely to 
minifters. He faid they were totally unfit for their fitua- 
tions. It was true, he, like many other noble lords, was 
of opinion, though they, as well as be, had fatal rea- 

1 * fona 
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fohs^fince to altfer if. The force was inadequate in the 
beginning; and that In the further progrefs of the war^ 
feveral untoward ‘ accidents had fallen out, which broke 
the meafurcs framed at home, however fkilfully planned j 
but fad expedience had at length taught hirt\, that the whole 
of our misfortunes originated with Jninifters*; they conti- 
nued to accumulate under them as they proceeded, till at 
length there was not a fingle ray of hope left ; the nation was 
undone ; it was worfe ; it was difgraced ; we were at once 
the fcofF arid laughing-ftock of all Europe, and from every, 
rational appearance, there was nothing but a fliort period of 
tyne, not to the termination of our independence, but to the 
total extinftion of our very political exiftence. Trance was 
permitted to raife a moll formidable navy under our nofe, in 
a time of profound peace, and in a fealon which, though it 
might not fuggeft much jealoufy or alarm, yet upon the firft 
rudiments of univerfal policy, clearly and diftinftly pointed 
out the neceflity of ufing the utmoft caution and circum- 
fpc£lion ; but every thing dras ncglefled till we came to meet 
them on our own proper element, where, if we did not find 
them fuperior, we, to our utter mortification and aftonilh- 
ment difeovered that they were nearly a nyitch for us. • 

He heartily agreed, therefore, with the noble Marquis in 
every fingle fentiment and opinion he had ddivered. He 
thought the motion not only proper, but the only one, in • 
the prefent Itate pf things, w^ich could tend to fare us, or * 
at leaft procraftiime our fall. Who would truft fuch men 
w'ith a fingle {hilling of the public treafure ? He w^ould ' 
not. They had deceived, mifled, and ruined the nation 
already. If any noble Lord was for again tvying the, expe- 
riment, he was not that man ; and it was the duty of every 
noble Lord in that Houfe, and out of it, to exprefs his real 
fenfe of public affairs in the prefent alarming mojaent. 

What, truft in the hands of the prefent fet of minifters the 
annual parliameiitary Ihpply, the only check which the legif- 
laturc had referved to itfclf ? in order, he prefumed, for he 3b 
could difeover no other rd&fon, but to enable them to do 
more mifehief. But even if the evil Hopped here it might be 
borne ; but it would not, for they would have it in their 
power, before their plan of abfolutc deftruflion IHouId be ac- 
compliflied, to follow each fucceflivo day, minifterial infamy 
with public difgrace. # 

The noble Marquis, with his ufual ability and candour, 
after deferibing the immediate difhonour attending our late 
retreat from Ae enemy off Breft, drew thofc fair and ra- 
VoL. VIL I tionl 
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tional concliifions which the natureof the public itifornicrtion 
he had received, well bore him out in. I'nree tboufand men, 
his' Lordfhip obferved, were intended for the Eaft-Iridics, 
whither, after they had palled Cape Finiftcrrc, they cciild 
meet with no Interruption. A certain number of the great 
(hips, his Lordfliip ■ otferved, was intended tefaugment the 
Spanilh fqua*dron at Cadiz, which would conftitute a force 
more than fiiflkient to fliut out the liritifli fleejt, if there 
was any intention of that kind, from relieving our fortrcIRs 
in the Mediterranean. But the principal motive which in- 
•duced him to mention this diftdhution of force,. Was an cx- 
preffion wdiich fell from the noble Marquis, that the retreat 
of Adi^iiral Kempenfclt would be the means of the lofs of 
the remainder of the Wcll-India iflands. In this he would 
anticipate the fears of the noble Lord, for he was perfectly 
convinced, w'^hether the French fleet and armaments now at 
fea on their way to the place of their rtfpeflive deftinations, 
fliould be able to proceed, had been again laid up at Brell, 
that bufinefs would be performed to their hand. He had 
himfelf a very confidcrablc property in one of the moll cx- 
tcnlivc, belt peopled, and opulent iflands belonging to the 
of Great Britain, in the fouthern part of the Atlan- 
tic ocean ; and he had received a letter of a very recent 
date [his Grice alluded to the ifland of Jamaica, where he 
poflellcs a confiderable property in right of liis prefent 
Duchefs] from a very opulent and refgedlablc •inhabitant of 
that ifland, informing him^ that he \j$ited only for a 
French force, to appear before it to furrcndcr. It w'^as to- 
tally defencelefs in every refpcdl, and mull fall a prey lo 
the firll invader, no matter Iww infignificant. If Ids words 
were doubted, *lie was ready to enter into proofs of what he 
afl’erted, and tliere were levcral Miniflers prefent, but he 
defied any one of them to contradidl him. He added, that 
the nobleAlarquis, befides the duty he owed to his country, 
was well entitled to give his opinion, as it was well known 
hcpoflelled a very valuable Hake in it. 

* Before he fat down, he w'ould once more appeal to the 
Houfe, if after fuch incontellible proofs of minillcrial in- 
capacity, it would be prudent in them to continue their con- 
fidence in men, whofe only ability feemed to be confined to a 
fpecies^ of cunrung, or left-handed policy, difpiaycd in 
lavilhing* the* public treafure of the nation, in fccuring 
venal majorities to fuppOrt thofe meafurcs which ha4 at 
length proved the ruin and difgracc of their countrjr, and 

that 
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that at a time too when the moft rigid (economy, operating 
upon our natural and acquired refources, feemed to be the 
only folid ground of hope we had (till left j for, notwith- 
ftaildlng the Wafteful, and he might ‘add the corrupt hand 
with which they had been feattered ; under wdfe and pi n- 
dent management, they would, iji his opinion, fccuie to us 
one advantage, which our enemies were confelledly deprived 
of, becaufc the means were denied to them — namely, an 
unbounded public credit, not 'only within the ifland itfelf, 
but throughout the monied part of all Jiurope. His Grace 
concluded his fpeech with exprefling his full approbation of 
the amendment moved by the noble Marquis. 

The Earl of Wefimortland rofc and made a very animated 
fpeech, but was led into a degree of warmth which occa- 
fionally prevented him from proceeding with hisufual facility. 

He faid the prefent motion was a mqft extraordinary and 
unprecedented one, and tended in fomc degree, in one 
point of view, to the diflbltrtion of government. In former 
times, previous to the Revolution, the monar<chs of this 
land held the public purfe, and poffefled the whole of the 
revenues of the ftate, whether territorial or othe^wife. At 
I the Revolution that fyftcm was changed, and a certain fum, 
now called the Civil Lift, was fettled on the Crown for the 
life of the wearer, in lieu of thofe revenues polTeffed by it, 
and applied accordifegly to thlft particular ufe, the Parlia- 
ment having engaged or pledged themfelves to carry on 
o\r provide for thp public fervice. If he underftood 
any thing of compafts, this ^was clearly #onc. The 
Crown parted with certain rights, Ijihercnt in it, on 
tM'o accounts :—firft, that a compenfation or annual in- 
come, luited to its rank and dignity, Ihould be prj)vided 
or voted : fecondly, that the other two branches of the 
Icgiflature fliould make thofe provifions neceffary, for the 
defence and prot<;£l:ion of the kingdom. Taking, thpreforc, 
the prefent motion in that light, it amounted to a breach of 
the compaft, or contraft alluded to ; it ftruck him as a di- 
reft violation of it. It might be anfwercd, that the condi- 
tion implied no more than a pro^dfion for a peace eftablifh- 
ment. So far the argument was a good one \ biU it qught 
to be confidered, that the fum voted^by the bill before the 
>Ioufe, would not even provide for tbp peace eftabliftimeht, 
though no war e?cifted. * • 

He faid, he heard much urged agaiiift miijiftcrs, and of 
the mlfcrable, fallen, degraded ftate of this country. He 
was forry for it, and lamented it as fincercly as thofe who 
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cried lottdeft ; but whatever the caUiniti93 of this country 
were, or however rapidly they might accumulate, he fliould 
ever think, that thofc who fomented the war, and encou^ 
raged our Ahierican fubje£ts to arm and i^bel, were the 
real authors, and not the minifters, who had fo often, fincc 
he had the honour of a fe^t in that Houfc, which was of 
but a very fliort (landing, been fo fcandaloiffly traduced, 
, and reproachfully and unjuUly treated. 

It was our foreign enemies which gave real efFcfl to the 
fecret defigns and traiterous machinations of others. Our 
foreign enemies had ambition to plead, he would confefs a 
very weak plea,, to cover fraud and injuftice; but what 
would the .world think? what judgment would poftcrity 

g ive on the tranfaftions of the prefent period, when they 
lould (land convinced, that men, profefTing the higheft rc^ 
gard and veneration for their country, enthufiafts, or pretend- 
ed cnthufialls in its caufe, upder fo foul, fo traiterous a 
pretext, fhould openly encourage their brother fubjefts in 
America, by their Inflammatory fpeeches in both Houfes, 

. their more infl^matory publications in print, and their 
open and fecitjt conununicatioris and corrcfpondcnce with 
the heads, ^contrivers, leaders,, and promoters of this ungratcr 
ful, perfidious, and truly unnatural rebellion, and that too 
pn the flimfy pretence of afling upon what tl^ey were pleafed 
tox.aH conftitutional principles* ^ % 

Not; contented even with thefe very^ extraordinary proofs 
pf their friendihip towards thofe whom they were pleafed 
to call by the endearing appellation of their opprelfed feU 
low-fubjefts, they ventured foon a flop farther ; for, if he 
was not grofsiy mifinformed, fome perfons had pointed out, 
the early ftages of this unhappy difpute, in what manner 
we m%ht be alTailed with a profpeft of fuccefs, and the 
fecret mentis too of defeating all our plans and baffling all 
our defigns, and when every effort, in order to efFe£l a fa-* 
w>ui^able purpofe, feemed to fail, then fet their engines to work 
tS> drive onrAmerican fubjeils into the arms of our foreign c-^ 
nemies. But the mifehief did not ftop here ; they had leagued 
thexuJfelvea wi^h our foreign as well as domeftic foes ; it was 
true, ^they^ wore the made more clofely \ but the principles 
they continued to aft upon were the fame j they (topped at 
nothing to force theitklclvcs into power, and when they 
found that imprafticablc, they wifhed to involve thofc 
in ruin and deftruftion whom they could not fupplant, 
^ther preferring the very evU they pretended moft to 
thap ngf h^vc an op|K)|tunity of gratifying that fpe- 
• cies 
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eles of malice and revenge^ v^hich U ever generated hy a 
difappointed and reftlefs ambition*. 

After exprelTing himfelf in terms of remarkable afperity^ 
his Lordfliip obferved, the noble Ouke who fpoke laft as 
well as the *noblc Marquis, faid, that mJhijlers muft be 
changed in order to effeft national falvation. For his 
part, he had no prcdllcftion for one fet of men in prefe- 
rence to another, farther than his limited experience led 
him. He was not, however, going to give an opinion upon 
a fubjeft to which he proftfTcd himfelf to be entirely ii>-* 
competent. But as a member of that auguft aflemblvr if 
fuch a queftion ihould ever be agitated there, hew had an 
opinion, and would dedare it with the fame opennefs he 
had now communicated his fenthnents on the queftion be- 
fore the Iloufe, and he hoped ever would, deliver his fen- 
timents whenever the intcrefts, the honour,, and reputation 
of his fovereign and country happened to furnifli the fubjeft 
of difeuflion. 

For the moment palling, all he could fay was, if the pro- 
feat minifters were to be changed^ and he called upem 
to fuppiy their places, he muft remain lilent, as he was if*- 
tally ignorant where or how he could chan*^e fw the better ; 
and inexperienced as he was, he could not avonl mentioning 
a very fingular circumftance, and It was this : if the benches 
which Mxre how un otLcupIcd b ut by the noble Marquis who 
made the motion, were called upon when collefted in a 
body to make arrangements, and form an adminiftratioH; fit 
to condudl: the public affairs, he doubted much whether tbe» 
prefent war mi^ht not be terrfiinated, or a gcace enfuc long 
before tWy could cpme to any fatisfaftory decifion on tho 
fubjeff . If fo then if our counfcls were broken and divided 
what better ptofpeft was there, Ihould thofe now in oppq^ 
fition be called to fucceed the. prefent miniftry? fV'ould not 
the fame divifions, difunion, want of combination, &c* prciir 
vail in the new miniftry as they were now pleafed to impute^ 
in fuch an event to their prcdcccflbrs ? Indeed the probabili-i 
ty was much againft fuch a prefumed new arrangement; for 
it could hardly be expefted that men who differed while they 
profeffed to have the fame objefk in view, would evgr agrees 
when in power, where the temptation to fet ,up different in- 
terefts might in all likelihood increafe, inftead of flailing that 
fpirit of habitual difunion whieV they would carry with, 
with them into office. 

The Marquis of Rockingham feemed as if he did not think 
it at all neceffary to reply tp any pact of the foregoing fpecch. 
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He obferved, in anfwer to what had fallen from the noble 
Vifeount in the green riband early in the debate, that it 
was never his wifh to ftop the fupplies ; the pafling of the 
bill on this daj^ inftcad of poftponing it till a^er the recefs, 
was a mere ipatter of form. The nobleVil'count was too well 
acquainted with bufinefs, and with the nature of the bills uri* 
derconfidcration, to fuppl:*fe, though they had noirbeen pafled 
for a month, nay for two months, that the nation would lufler. 
He fpokc upon mere ‘memory; but if he recolledicd right, 
the malt, as well as the latul-tax hill or acl: of laft year would 
not terminate till the fpriiig quarter ; but be that as it may, the 
time was fo very fhort, that no inconvenience could pollibly 
enfue : for inftance, fuppofing that minifters were as uneafy 
for the- fate of the bill as they wiflied to reprefent, could not 
they fliorten the* recefs ? could not they adjourn that very 
evening f and as his objeft for poftponing was only to have 
the advice of a full Houfe, which could not be the cafe, as 
‘ almoft every member belonging to both Houfes were out of 
to\Vn, unlcfs fuch of the other whofe attendance was indif- 
penfably neceflafy in town, he would fubmit to noble Lords, 
■whether a fhort adjournment would not be much prefer^ilc 
to truding the prefent minifters even for a fingle moment 
longer ? [tola by fcvcralTiOrds that no attendance could be 
expedipd at fo fhort a day.[] He faid attendance could be 
enforced, [He syas afleed how?] and 

ten or fifteen days adjournment would remove every objec- 
tion urged by the noble Vifeount, [Told from the woolfnck 
or table that the adjournment had been already determined 
upon, and couUl not be changed, unlefs a motion was made 
and carried for that purpofe.] He faid he would very rea- 
dily nlake the 'motion if he had an afliirance from the 
wooifack,^and from the other noble Lords who oppofed thc 
amendment moved upon the- order of the day, that they 
wouUl fujmort him in it. ['riicfc were defultory words, 
^which paficd from the other fide of the Houfe or acrofs the 
tabic.l ■ 

' Lordfhip made fome farther obfervations upon what 

the noble Vifeount ‘had urged againll his motion. He was 
perfuad^d the noble Lord was not ferious, nor did not mean 
,to be fo ynderftood, when he talked or prefumed that a 
procraftination of the third j-cading of the prefent bill would 
he produftive of national ruin; or that it would put a ftop 
to thofc exertions he had himfclf fo ftronglv recommended 
when- he full rofe. The noble Vifeount well'knew, that not 
a Odp, a transport, or a company of foldiers, would be dc- 
* tained, 
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tained, though the bill were even rcjefted for the prcfent, 
nor would minifters run the lead rifque in the intcrun, of 
drawing upon them the refcntmciit, much Icfs the puniih- 
ment of Parliament. The maxim echoed from every fide 
of the Houfc . was, “ that Government ought to be, and 
muft be lupported at all events j** the only poiiit on which 
noble liOrds differed, was upon the propriety or improprie- 
ty of continuing to intruft the prcfent fet of minifters with 
tlic fubordinatc cxercife of the executive power, but he was 
afhamed to dwell on fo trivial a circumftance, further than, 
as it exhibited the fulleft proof how^ deftitute minifters wxrc 
of argument to meet his propofed amendment w'hen they 
w ere conft rained to have rccourlc to thofe curious diftinc- 
tions between the palliiig of a bill on that day, or a fortnight, 
or a month heneC. 

His Lordfhip now repeated feVdral of. his arguments re- 
fpecting the expedition under Admiral Kcmpenfelt; and, 
fuid, that the man or men who were the occafion of this , 
wanton, this criminal aft of negligence, it being (^ifficult to 
determine from the prcfent afpeft of affairs, whether it ori- 
ginated more in the fouleft treachery, or the moft inexcufa- 
ble ignorance deferved to be called to a feverQ,account. The 
retreat from before Breft, he would* repeat it agaiil^ reflefted 
indeliablc difgratc on the councils of this country; and he 
who Ihould be found to be the real authors of it ought to 
be brouglit to public would be a poor fatisfac- 

tion he confeffed, but it would be fome, that the authors of the 
fall of one of the greateft, the nobleft, the moft glorious 
empires the fun ever fhined on, ^^ould not efcape with im- : 
pLinity. When he faid this, he could as a man fairly lay his 
hand upon his bread, and declare, upon every thing he 
deemed facred, that he bore no ill will to any man alive ; 
that minifters, as individuals, he efteemed, and ,w‘is per- 
fonally acquainted almoft with them all; and he might, he 
believed, claim the honour of a perfonal intimacy with 
fome, but they had, he feared, ruined this country; and 
when as a Peer of Parliament, a judge by inheritance and 
in public truft, he fliould be called to fit in judgment^ 
(which he forefaw would not be very far diftant) he would 
flop every emotion of his heart, he would as his duty, wipe 
out of his memory every tender impreflion made 071 his 
mind, and when called upon to pronounce his opinion, he 
would have only one objeft in contemplation, that of doing 
public juftice to his country. 


He 
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Hie ^■'as glaJ to h^vc obfcrvcd a certain noble Lord pre- 
fent* make his appearance in the Houfe fome time fince, 
(Sandwich) becaufe he Ihonld ever prefer fpeaking in the 
prefence of thofe who might be affefted by his opinions* 
rather than ptonounce them when he coulcU hardly expect 
to be contradicted. 

ITic noble Earl when he fent out Admiral Kcmpenfelt, 
muft have known the force he was likely to cbntend with, 
or he muft have been extremely to blame. This was a di- 
lemma from which the noble Earl could not . in his appre- 
henfion, with all his great abilities, extricate himfelf. He 
fent oiiit Mr. Kcmpenfelt with twelve fail of the line, to meet, 
he would for argument fake, prefumc a fmall fuperiori- 
ority, perhaps of two or three lliips, which he had good 
reafon to believe would be amply fupplied by the bravery 
and {kill of the commander, and the ability and undaunted 
^courage of the ofBcers and Teamen who compofed his fqua- 
»dron. But was this the fa£t? were there no more than 
thirteen, fourteen, or even fifteen French men of war to 
contend with ?• yes, there were at leaft nineteen, five of which 
were firft rates, of the largcft dimenfions. What then could 
the firft Lordtof the Admiralty fay in his juftification? he 
begged thAr Lordihips. pardon, it was irkfome to enter into 
detail upon fo melancholy a fubjeft. He would not pledge 
himfelf to the identical words, but he would aflfert, that he 
heard from the fame noble ■Lm>i4 iffftc, if not oftener, that 
a Firft Lord of the Admiralty, who had not at all times a 
fleet fiiperior, hut at leaft equal to cope with the unitqd 
force of the Houfe of Bo»rbon, would deferve to lofe his 
head,” ^ • 

How did his language cerrefpond with that made ufe of as he 
nnderftood in another aflembly, [Houfe of Commons] within 
a few Hays by a noble Lord [Mulgrave,] who now enjoyed a 
feat at the Admiralty Board, and was thought to ftand high 
in the eftimatioii of the noble Earl, who was known to be 
the head and mouth of that Board. If he could depend upon 
his information, which he affured their Lordfhips was deriv- 
ed from a foiirce whence he had never yet been deceived, 
thaj tonfidential Lord, who was known to enjoy the intima- 
cy and was honoured with the patronage of the noble Earl, 
r,<*)undly aflertcd, in the prefettce of upv^ards of three hun- 
dtx'cl perfons, “ that the na\7 of Great Britain was that in- ‘ 
ftant inferior to that of the H^ufe of Bourbon 5” nay more, 

that 
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that in the nature of things, it could never In future be 
otherwife, whenever the Hoiife of Bourbon difengaged from 
continental eo^inexioiis, fliould think proper to make the 
marine its principal objcft, ‘and confine its cXertioiis to a 
naval war. He could not fpeak with equal certainly re- 
fpefting the* full extent this argument was piiflied, but it 
was llkewife imputed to the fame noble Lord that he men- 
tioned the like argument in rcLpeft of France fingle handed, • 
and entered into a great variety of pr(56fs drawn from hif- 
torical documents, in order to demonftrate, that France not 
only might, but a61:ually had proved an over-match for Eng- 
land and Holland united, during the whole continuance of 
the w’^ar which fucceeded the Revolution, and though aU 
tacked by more than half Europe on .land, fupported the 
honour of her flag without fuffering any material lofs, againft 
the fame united powers durmg the war of queen Anne, or 
the war carried on for the purpofc of maintaining the fuc- 
ccflion to the Spanifli monarchy, then become S^acant, by 
the demife of the lad male prince of that aiuuit fainilyi 
w^hlch had filled the Spanilh throne foribiinany ages. * 

If he 1 ad not heard a fyllablc of this ofRcia\ confcflioni 
wdiich it i ight be fairly prefumed was not promulged or 
announced to the whole body of the people of England, 

‘through the medium of :l:::74j‘j‘.prefeiitativcs, without pre- 
advice or permiffion given by the noble Earl to bis hoble 
friend in the other Houfc, the recent aflair of Admiral 
Kempenfelt was a fuflicient tiedimony, that fo far front 
being equal to the Hofe of Bourbon, w^e not able to 
contend wdth one branch of it, for in the whole courfc of 
the w^ar, he was yet to learn where in a fingle inftance, 

France derived from Spviiii the lead aflidance ii; r^fpedi: of 
efiecllve operations, unlefii the noble Earl deemed the com- 
ing into the Channel one fummer, and appearing at the 
mouth of it lad autumn, might for the firll time be deemed 
fo by his Lordfliip* 

His Lorddiip concluded his fpeecli with a few obfervafions 
refpedting the difpofuion of foreign powers towards this 
country, and the probability or improbability of deriving 
through their Interpofition the blcffings of peace- Jle had 
heard much in difeourfe, and had read a great deal relative 
to the profpcdl of an approaching pacification taking place 
hetw'ecn Great-Britain and Holland. Thofe rumours w^re 
no more thought of, or forefeen to be attended with fuch 
VoL. VIE K infur- 
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Iiifurmountable diflicuhies almoft, as to render the comple- 
tion of peace totally impraftlcablc. But fuppofing affairs 
Wore a better appearance in that quarter, the Dutch he was 
partly perfu^dJd would never conl'cnt> or even hearken, he 
feared, to treat with an adminiflration who had ufed them 
fo cruelly and unjulUy. Tliis was language •perhaps far 
from being current in this country, but putting Holland and 
I'ji gland out of the queftion, as unfit to judge of their re- 
fpcclive prcicnfions, he had fhc befl authority to fay, that 
the complaints of Holland .igainlt the court of London form- 
ed preuifely the univcrlid language of every court in Europe* 
Had we nny ally ? it was not pretended we had. Was there 
any friendly mediator wlio would interpofe ? he underftood 
t'lerc w'as, and he believed it, the tmprefs of Ruffia. He 
was perfuaded the' eouit of Peterfburgh was extremely 
well inclined towards He bad no reafon to doubt that 
the emprefs had the ineiiuationy but had flie the power 
enforce her mediation ? he feared not, fo long as the French 
continued to liave fo ftrong an influence and fo unqueftioii- 
jblc an afciMidancy over the councils of the Porte. 

Ilis Lordttip^lnentioned, that as to a geucral peace with 
the utlici belligerent powers and America, it could never 
be ellecled by the prefentmen in power; they luul brought 
tlionifelvcs into a- predicament hitherto unprecedented, as 
far as he could rccollcft in‘'the"’annals ^f mankind : that 
of a total inability or incapacity to negotiate peace, or to 
profecutc war. It was well known that neither Frame 
or Spain wou^ treat with them; but fuppofing that net to 
be the cafe, would America? fuch an idea or expeclation 
was abfurd in the extreme. The people of that country 
imputed all the miferies they had fuffered to the council'^ of 
the preftaf minillry *, and he believed the determined dillike 
the Americans had conceived againft them, was fixed, and 
bad taken root much deeper than thofc general rcfcntinents, 
xvliich are excited by nations in a ftate of open hoftility; 
which was that that every ac 3 : of cruelty and barbarity 

i maftifed by the Biitlih troops and their favage affociates in 
)Iood^aiul ihuiglitcr, had originated in a fylteni of p’dvate 
malice, of certain perfons in this country. He had his 
hopes nt*vertlielefs, that when other men Ihould fuccecd to 
the prefent aclmlniftratioh, and that terms of amity flioiild 
be propofed to our brethren in America, America would 
agreeably to her to her general character cf true magnani- 
mity, nobly forget p.ift injuries, and not conCdcr the con- 
4 “ • duct 
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duft of a few criminal or il!-advifed individuals, as repre- 
feiiting the real fentiments of a whole nation, from which 
flie had in innumerable inftances experienced the molt 
friendly Intentions and the moft kindly afliitance and fup- 
port, when ii? a Hate of native debility or* infancy. He 
forehiw the fate his motion was likely to meet with, and 
had nothing to balance the difappointment, but a perfect 
confeioufnefs that he had faithfully difeharged his duty as 
a member of that Houfc, abllraClcd from any other coiih- 
dcratlon but the real interelis of his country. 

The Earl of Sandwich laid he rofc fb anfwcr a part of 
the noUe Marquis’s fpeech which related to himfelf^: with 
regard to the noble Lord’s propofed amendment, l)c could 
not help making one observation which was, that there did 
not the ground or precedent cxlil fo far as his recolleftion 
rcaclu'd to fupport it: it was therefore- totally unncceir.iry 
in his apprehcnfion, to take up a moment of their Lord* 
fliips time, in endeavouring jto perfuade them, that it would 
be extremely hazardous if not produdive of real mifehief, 
at fuch a difficult and embarraffing crifis to whlihold the 
fupplies. 'The grounds of necellity were fo felf-cvidont, 
that to attempt to illultrate or corroborate tkem, would* 
rather render that obfeure which in iifclf was \is clear 
noon-day. 

His Lordfliip then faid, he would proceed to anfw''er fuch 
parts of the fpecch»of :: Marquis, as feemed to re- 

late to himfelf as a member of that houfe, and occupying 
an office of trull under government. He affirmed that it 
was not the hundredth time he had heard the ccrtain*fanious 
words imputed to him as comprifed in a fpeeth-hc had de- 
livered fomc years fi rice in that Houfe. He would not fay 
the noble Marquis affierted a faltliood, bccaufe he w^as per- 
fuided his Lordlhip was incapable of averting one ;»but in 
general terms be would affirm, that the whole w’as an er-f 
rant falfity. It had often hurt him in his feclingsj as he 
W'as confeious he had been unjullly, and he believed he 
might add malicioully, as well as unjuftly traduced. He had 
however for years, learned to defpife the calumny j no man 
of candour could undertake to develope his meaning, or dive 
into tlie motives wdiieh induced him to make the dedlara- 
tion imputed to him. The noble Marquis had* thought fit 
to find out a meaning for him, wliich he could venture 
with confidence to aflert, never entered his head, which he 
never entertained in his life, either in private or public, and 
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which of courft he could never have uttered 5 he had as of- 
ten as he was charged with the expreffion fairly ftatcd what 
he did fay, and followed that with m explanation, if any 
could be wanting, where the words and intention fo exaftly 
corrcfponded, Vliich was no more than, tlrat the navy of 
this country ought to be at all times equal to that of the 
Hoiifc of Bourbon.” He could not help reminding the 
noble Marquis and every noble Lord prefent, tliat what he 
had faid fell from him in a debate in that Houfe about five 
years agu ; it was mifunderftood at the time, that might 
poffibly happen in the hurry of debate, in a very crouded 
Houfcii but after fo many explanations given, it was ra- 
ther extraordinary, that it fliould ftill continue to be mifre-* 
y’j at within thofe walls. 

F^r ],id ri* he Irulled he fliould ever be called upon 
to liuio and explain what he had fo repeatedly and corredb- 
iy fiai^d and explained before *, he would, with their 
Lordfliips permifKon, repeat the very words he had ufed, 
which were, tliat it ought ever to be an objefl: with Go- 
vernment, to keep the navy of Great Britain on as rcfpcc-«» 
^tablc :i fooling as pofliblc, and to make it equal in Europe 
totht navy/jf fiie Houfe of Bourbon, whenever it could be 
done.” 'I nefo were fubftantially bis words, but if he might 
have ru Haled them, though he was not confeious that he 
bad, tiiis was clearly his intention, it was ftill his opinion, 
lu* luul held it fteadily nnderrm^" idvai^ge of circumftance,’ 
and had often formed his advice upon it when called to give 
it, Tl^ere were events which frequently intervened, and 
rendered the wiftft and beft digefted fyllcms of policy not 
lit to be punAilioufly adhered to. In the coiirfe of the war. 
Government ncctiTarily found it expedient to conform tlicm^ 
felvcs and fuit their conduft to cxlfting circumftanccs ; on 
feme o^cafions, his hlajefty^ fervants thought it proper to 
detach ; of eouife therefore in Europe wq felt a fenfible du 
minution of force fuflicient to be a clear exception to the ge- 
neral principle laid down by him. It might again under other 
tircuiriftanccs be extremely proper to keep a fuperior naval 
force for the luarnc defence j he thought it therefore exr 
tremely ancandul to be pinned down to a loofe expreflion, 
which he never uttered, or if he did, he never meant to 
^ffix tlfc mc\ining fo often imputed to him, by thofe who 
wfhed to depreciate ancl mifreprefent Jiis public charafter, 
ack]ribwlcdgcd| that he might have faid in ftill an earlier 

ftage 
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ftage of the bufinel^ ^ that it was the duty of adminiftra- 
tion to have a naval force at all times able to cope with the 
Houfe of Bourbon but in both inllances the fame expla- 
nation anfwered, the opinion amounted to no more than a 
fpeculative gleneral propo(ition^erfe£lly a^pjicable to the 
then exilling ilateof affairs^ buyable to be modified and ren- ' 
dered conC^/tent to the varie^progrefs of human events. 

The noble Marquis had dwelt with his ufual energy and 
warmth upon what he was pleafed to call the late difgrace 
which had befallen the Brkifti flag. Iji this he had the miC- 
fortune to differ f^om the noble Lord, for, as an indifferent 
pcrlon, he could from his heart declare, fo far from being 
a difgrace, he thought it refleded the higheft honour on the 
Britifh flag^ 

The noble Marquis feemcd ftrongly inclined to ccnfurc 
him for not knowing the force our fquadron had to contend 
with. Now that was the very point to be decided, for he 
had every reafon ftill to believe that the original force was 
thirteen fliips only, but that on the very day the enemy 
had been joined by fix lliips, four or five of which were 
three deckers of great force. But be that as it may, wheje 
was the difgrace to England or the Britftli ^ag ?-^-Nonc ^ 
the very reverfe. — ^We took and brought away fifteen, re- 
port faid twenty of their tranfports, full of foldiers and pro- 
vifion ftorcs,* and not only of that, but of the moft valuable 
naval florcs of all kinds, mortars, cannon, amunition, &c. four 
of ihefe tranfports had already arrived in Plymouth and the 
other weftern ports, and he made no doubt but a day or two 
would bring an account of thC arrival of thc^wholc. Aboard 
thofc already arrived were feven or nine hundred foldiers, 
artillery-men, &c, and he was perfiiaded, inftead of attrac- 
ting the contempt and ridicule of all Europe, under the 
circumllances he liaid deferibed, it would redounef as much, 
perhaps more, to the honour of Britian than a complete 
viftory under other circumftances, where we approached^ 
nearer to an equality. 

The noble Marquis had talked of difgrace and mifeon- 
dud:- Me could affure the noble Lord, that they were never 
more unfitly applied. Admiral Kempenfelt was an pfRcerof 
great experience and flcill in his profeflTion^ unaueftioned 
courage and acknowledged abilities. The fquadron entruft- 
cd to his command, for its numficr and efFedive ftrength, 
was as fine a one as ever failed down the Britifii Channel ; 
.^d \vhcn he faid he had formed the moft fanguine,’ and at 

the 
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the r^me time rational expeflations of fuccefs, he looked 
upon himfelf perfeftly well founded in the cxprelfion \ for 
with fuch a commander^ fuoported as he was by the gentle- 
men who afted under him, with the natural bravery of the 
, men, he was fiufly warranted in his firft aflertio*n, that with 
fuch a fquadron, fuch commanders, and fuch men, no perfon 
could charge him with raftincfs in faying, that although the 
force of the enemy amounted to fifteen ihips of the line, the 
Admiral, notwithftanding fuch a fuperiority, would have 
been able to have given a good account of them. 

’The Merq. The Marquis of RocHngham feemed to feel himfelf much 

^Rocking* hurt at an infinuation or rather dirc£l charge he faid made 
by the noble Earl who fpoke laft, as if he had let fall a 
finglc word or expreflion either time he was up, reflefting 
on the profeiRonal charadcr of Rear-admiral Kempenfclt, 
He appealed to the noble Lords who heard him fpeak twice 
to the queftion, whether every time he had occafion to men- 
tion Admiral Kempcnfclt*s name, or allude to any part of 
bis coudiift, which was a neceflary confequcnce rcfultiiig 
from the nature of the objeft he had in view, the adducing 
»'frcfli proof of the total incapacity of minifters, which of 
courfc furniflAd an additional reafon in fupport of his mo- 
tion, which was to withhold the fupplies, protemfiorfy as they 
. were no longer fit or proper perfons to be trufted, he had 
not held a direft contrary language. It is true, he fpoke 
out in plain direfl terms, ana expefted l^o be underltood 
agreeably thereto, though he had often heard a fpecies of 
panegyric adopted in that Houfe, which meant nothing 
more, than the convcnicncy' of the pafling moment, and 
was dirc£lly denied or explained at fomc fubfequent period 
in the fenfe the fpeaker wilhed to give it, or rather when 
a fpccies^of convenience of a more recent and urgent nature 
rendered it expedient to do fo ; but the language he ufed he 
could honcftly aver, was the language of his heart; he ftated 
« what he kne\v, what he had good reafon to believe to be 
true, and w^hat he felt but no more, for he trufted noble 
Lords would give him credit when he faid, that he never 
ftated a faft, gave an opinion, or formed a conclufion in 
that Houfe in the hurry of debate, which at a cooler nm- 
mexit beforc .or after as a private gentleman, he would not 
if nccenary or proper, confirm in a felect company. Me 
was therefore determine^i not to permit it to get into the 
world, that he had let drop the moft diftant infinuation 

agaiad 
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againft the condaft of that very gallant commander; he 
was perfuaded an apology would be thought unnecelTary to 
that gentleman himfelf; his folicitude did not arife on 
that account^ but merely, leaft he ihould bennade the in- , 
nocent inftrumcnt of propagating calumnies, which fo far 
from having vented, he never, he would pledge his ho- 
nour had fo much as entertained, in the llighteft or molt 
remote degree. Such injurious reports he acknowledged 
might anfwer the ends of minifters, while they affeftcd to 
controvert or difcredit them. It might anfwer their purpofc 
extremely well, if it fhould go forth among the p’eoplc at 
large, that the late adverfe occurrence was not the fault of 
adminiilration, or the Admiralty Board, and it would found 
ftill better to add, that it was the language even of their 
warmeft opponents, who, however prone to cavil and find 
fault upon every occafion, imputed in the prefent inftance, 
the fatal mifearriage of the'obje£ts of Admiral Kempenfelt’s 
cruize to the commander, that of blocking up in Breft^ or 
preventing the French fquadron from adding to the ftrengtli 
of their marine, the augmenting their armips,.or furniftiiinJ 
depofitories for naval and military ftores at tl)eir dilFereilt 
pofleflions in the Eaft and Weft Indies; but he was deter- 
mined however that fuch ambiguous and oblique attempts, 
fliould not paft unnoticed by him, nor he trufted undetefted : 
confcquently he believed the noble Earl might have as well 
have fpared his laboured defence of the conduft of Admiral 
Kempenfelt. He fancied the noble Earl might with more 
propriety and decency too have waited for a At occafion to 
exert his abilities as an advocate. It would have been full 
lime enough, and it would have been infinitely more friend- 
ly and refpeftful to that officer, to have never mentioned 
his name publicly In an Houfe of Parliament is an accuf- 
ed perfon, till fome accufation or infinuation tending that 
w^ay had been either made or hinted. « 

He knew the noble Earl’s great ablitles, long experience, 
and his perfeft knowledge in bufinefs, particularly in thr 
very difficult fcicace of maying his auditors in a numerous 
nilcmbly : he knew likewife that fince men, when thoir ta- 
lents and powers of ordinary pcrfuafion failed, or jjpllftiort 
of ilic point to w^hich they wiftiecl to reach, had recourfe 
to aits of the deepeft and daikeft complexion; but he has 
even fccti this ground when taken, fall in or crumble to 
pieces under the occupiers. 


He 
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He confefled he was much furprized to hear the noble 
Earl dwell fo much on the conduft of Admiral Kempcnfelt, 
the part afligjieft him was of a particular nature, merely 
executive i he was diredlcd to proceed to fea with fuch a 
force, and lie off Breft to watch the motions of the enemy, 
and intercept them, if under fuch circumftances they fliould 
attempt to proceed to the place of their refpeftive deftina- 
tions. T o enable him to execute this fervice, he had 
twelve fhips of the line well found, in prime order, and one 
half of them coufifting of firlt and fecond rates. He \vas 
informed before he left port, or perhaps while at fea, that 
the force he would have to contend with confifted of 
only of thirteen (hips of the line, inferior in out-fit, num- 
ber of guns, weight of metal, &c. This he prefumed was- 
a plain faithful narrative of the circumftances, fo far as the 
Admiral’s information and inftrnftions w'cnt, Mr. Kem- 
penfelt in obedience to thefc orders, repairs to his fl atlon off 
Bred, and w'ithhi a very few days defcrics a large convoy 
‘l^-hich he purfiies, and captures feveral of the vciTels •, in 
cflcdling ihis^fciVice he perceives that the enemy’s fqiiadroii 
come forward in order to protect the remainder of the con- 
voy, which had not fallen into our hands, confiding of f&ur- 
teen if not fifteen fliips of the line. This docs not how- 
ever deter the Admiral, though the enemy had a majority 
of two or three fliips, he thought from fome of the circum- 
ftanccs already mentioned, as well as the confidence and re- 
liance he had upon the lkill*^nd bravery of his officers and 
men, that he \iad nothing to apprehend on account of the 
fuperiority of force under his command, but that the defi- 
ciency would be amply compenfated on the grounds already 
dated. ^Accordingly the fignal is thrown out for the line of 
battle \ and the engagement is aflually ccmineziccd between 
the Edgar and the Triomphant, but whil|>-the Britidi fliips 
arc ^manoeuvring, in order to come into their rcfpedlivc 
places, and the line fornung agreeably to fignal, our head- 
moft flnps difeovered five large fliips of the lirfl rate in the 
foutlteaft quarter, pufliing^ forward to come into the oppo- 
dte line. Notice of this having immediately reached the 
AJmirrfj, per fignal, a moment could not with prudence be 
W In making the option. The only objed which then 
remained for the Admiral to attain, was to avoid an en- 
gagement witl^c enemy, when there was fo great a fupe- 
riority of foreWagainft him, and if pofliblc to bring home 
the captured tranfports, and this he happily effeded *, but 
• how 
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how far this could be fuppofed to exculpate adminiftration, 
or the Admiralty Board, was what he muft continue, to be 
totally ignorant of, till lie iieard it explained by the noble 
Earl at the he^d of the Admiralty, or fome of his colleagues 
in office. The very end of their new plan had^been defeat- 
ed by their ignorance, treachery, or negle£V, and to the na- 
tion it was of very little confecjucnce from which of them 
it originated, They fent out an inadequate force, know- 
ing it to be inadequate, or n<?t knowing it, they of courfc • 
were no longer worthy of the confidence of their fovereigti 
or their country. 

But before he quitted this part of his fubjeft entirely, 
he would remind the noble Lord of two things. Firft, that 
the French cared very little about a few tranfports \ their 
attention was directed to objefts of more confequcncc, and 
fuppofing it had been otherwife, and that they had endea- 
voured to retake the tranfports, he much doubted, whether 
it was in their power ; for our fhips being all copper-bot- 
tomed w^ould out-fail the body of the enemy at their plea- 
furc, fo that they might with fafety endeavour to bring oft* 
the tranfports, and yet if they fliould firuUthfimfclvcs hard 
prefled, make their retreat with fecurity into the firft Bri- 
tifli port. Perhaps this mode of accounting for what the noble 
Lord deemed a full reparation of nationai honour, might he 
interpret^ by his Jjordfliip into an oblique lelleclion on ibc 
conduft of the Admiral, or at leaft detract fiom his merit. 
To prevent the noble Earl from again rifing to that point, he 
would anticipate every thing he had to fay on the fubjed', 
and agree wdth his Lordfhip that the Admirifl was capable 
of performing his duty in every fituation, and vvhether his 
force was inferior or his fhips coppered or uncoppered, wmuld 
always acquit himfelf like an able, an cxperieric^’d,*a fpirit- 
ed, gallant, and judicous officer. 

Whether it five or three years ago the tioble Earl had 
firft uk.d the w'ords imputed to him was of very little confe- 
qucnce. That they were fpoken, and frcqur.ntly repeated 
by his Lordfhip, wms univcrfally believed. He thought he 
had lieard them himfelf. He could not hoaft of a good me- 
mory, much lefs accuracy refpec^ing particular para- 
graphs or expreflions, but if called upon his cOTfeiejacc and 
honour to declare the truth, he could fairly afiirm, wdiat-? 
ever the fpecific words were, the fubftance imported this, 

that a Firlt Lord oPthc Admiralty, who' hud net at all 
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times a fleet prepared toucopc with, if not fuperior to the 
united force of the Houfe of Bourbon, would deferve to 
lofe his head.” 

It was curiojis however, to hear the nohlg Lord, every 
time he was^reminded of the expreflion, varying it to fuit 
the complexion of the day, or anfwcr the temporary pur- 
pofes of debate. His Lordfhip’s firft ingenious alteration 
rcfembled nearly an amendment propofed to a.queftion be- 
fore the Houfe. His Lordftiip begged to omit the deferip- 
tion of the perfon who was to lofe his head, and inftead 
of that infert, that an adminillfetion and purfuing it 
up to the fad cataftroplic of decapitation, by ufing the words 
in tbo plural number, deferve to lofe their heads.” 

He iliould detain their Lordfliips till morning, could his 
memory ferve him, in tracing up and poinjing out the alte- 
rations made by the noble Earl, every time he w'as put in 
mind of this unguarded expreflion, for he feared the noble 
Lord would, fomc time or other, have real caufe to repent 
that he had ever ufed it. 

He would however, take no further notice of pall occur- 
rences for the Qrefent, but would defer it to a proper time 
W'liich was much nearer than the noble Earl feemed to be 
aware of ; and folely confine himfelf to the laft imprclfion 
his Lordihip had fiirniflicd the Houfe with that even* 
ing. , 

The noble Earl fays, it was impoflfible that any perfon 
could pretend to know liis intentions when he made ufc of 
the expreflion. It was very^true, perhaps his Lordfliip dc- 
figricd or intended the very reverfe of what he faid. But in 
that Houfe when perfons occupying high, rcfponfiblc offices 
and Cabinet fituations, were called upon to convey in- 
format icjji, and explain matters of ftatc, it was always 
expected that if they chofc to anfwcr, which was optional 
in them unlcfs by an exprefs motion made and carried 
for that purpofo, tliat tliey fliould deliver their fciitimcnts 
with plainofs, finccrity, and fidelity, ufing the current 
fxpreflioiis or vernacular language in its iifual and ordinary 
fjgnification. wh*cn the noble Earl talked of his intentions 
and «*ppofed them to the words lie ufed, it amounted to a 
dirc6l afknowdcdgcment of endeavoring to millead that 
Houfe and the nation, apd, in his opinion, to a very high 
crime or mifdemcanour. . 

J3ut to return to the noble Earl’s further amendments of 
that evening, the fubfiance of the expreifiou imputed to him 

was 
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was in faft acknowledged by his Lordihip, with the trifling 
diiFerence of . the word ** Europe.** Whether the noble 
Lord mentioned Europe, he was not certain, but perhaps 
he had it in his intention fo to do, which, according to the 
noble Lord*8 logic and mode of expreflion, was juft the 
fame thing.^ But even allowing the noble Lord to frame the 
text, and write the commentary, he was apprehcnfivc his 
Lordfhip would not even by that curious device better his. 
fituation, or. ftrengthen his argument ? was the Bay of Bif- 
cay or Uftiant in Europe^ Was Admiral Kcmpenfclt'sfqua- 
d on deftined for Europe or fonie of the other three quarters 
of the globe? did the Bourbon armada, confifling of up- 
wards of fixty (hips of the line, which infulted our coafts, 
took pofleffion for three weeks of our Channel, and purfued 
our grand weftern fquadron as high as Portland-roads, pa- 
rade in Europe, or off the coaft of New Holland? was the 
Lift vifit they paid us in the month of Auguft, when they 
drove our Channel fquadron into Torbay where it remain- 
ed a month, when difpatches were fent to every port, har- 
bour, and haven, from the Orkneys to the Scilly illcs ; duh 
this happen too, he faid out of Europe ? fie really felt for 
the noble Earl. He feldom was at a lofs, or wanted fore- 
fight, but by fomc means or other, his Lordlhip feemed not 
to perceive, that a temporary fnift or ingenious turn, docs 
not always anfwer®thc purpofe of the perfon who has rc- 
courfe to them. 

The Earl of Sandwich rofc again and complained loudly 
the harfli and uncandid trealmcht he had experienced in the 
courfe of the debate, and the ludicrous ftile in which his 
arguments had been treated, and the ridicule and abfurdity 
which had been endeavoured to be fixed on every fyjlabc he 
had uttered. He complained with fomc degree of anxiety, 
that he flionld be thus hung out and called upon to explain 
words w'hicb had fallen in the burry of debate, full five 
years ago. It was diforderly to refer at any time, or upon 
any occafion, to words ufed io.a former debate, though of 
ever fo recent a date; but if it was improper and diforderly 
fo to do upon ordinary occafions, furcly it was highly inripro- 
per, he might add indeed, reprchenfible, and , contrary tQ 
the order of their Lordfhip’s proceedings, to frame words 
and paflages faid to have been fpok^n under very different 
circiimftances, and then ftape them and mould them into 
the form of a Iblemn accusation, 
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The noble Marquis had exulted greatly upon the diftinc* 
tion between words and intentions. — He did not pretend to 
diferiminate the extent or texture of the noble Lord’s mind, 
but he believednhere was not a noble Lord who heard him, 

• but would think himfelf feverely dealt by, if he was not per- 
mitted to explain his meaning or his intention, if the noble 
Marquis liked the expreffion better ; it was ufual in private 
life, among every rank and condition, and in delivering 
■public opinions, in either of the great afleinblies of the na- 
tion, it was a privilege, or rather ^ natural as well as poli- 
tical right, which every man was entitled to claim and cx- 
creife. Jt happened alnioll every day in debate, and he ap- 
pealed to noble Lords better verfed in the uliiges of Parlia- 
ment than he pretended to be, whether even the moft of- 
fcnl've words againil the Houi'e, Government, or any indi- 
vidual, when the perfon ufed them, was called to explain, if 
hewiihed to avoid the difpleafurc of the Houfe, (though the 
W'ords were in dired contradiction) was he not at liberty to 
explain them, citlicr upon the ground of his own perfonal 
l^ppre hen lions of lubfequent puniihmcnt, or perhaps on the 
return cf hisVeifon, after a paroxifm of pallion, upon more 
noble and mc»re generous motives, that of a full pcrfualion 
,th.ii lie was wrong. 

Tlic noble Marquis imagined, with what juPLire he would 
leave to the decilion of noble Lords pr#.fent, that he had 
g'Ainecl a com pleat vidory over him. Jt was fully fulficicnt 
tor him t(^ auiwcr, that the queilion rel'pcclir.g the informa- 
tion miniftenwnight have had refpccliiig the efficient fore* 
of the French licet was clearly out of the Houfe *, ihere wer« 
many neeeffiary preliminaries to be complied with before the 
noble Marquis could wdth jullicc complain of his filence, 
much Itls -exult or fancy, that as he had not thought 
lit to difclofe the fccrcts of office, in a dcfiiltory converfa- 
^ tion like the pieknt, that conrequcntly he was criminal, 
becaiifc totally neglectful of his duty. 

His J^ordlhip, after rc-llating feveral of his former argu- 
ments, and referring tofome particular fads, fat down with 
cxpi;gliing his Ik any dlflcnt to the amendment propofed by 
the noble Mai euls, and his determined refoluvion tr vote 
for the^order of the day. The queilion was then put from 
the woolfaek upon the Original queflion, \ihich vias agreed 
to without a diviiioii. 

December 20. 

Adjoi’nicd to .the 3 Cth c-f Jainiarv. 
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January 30. 

Decollation of Charles 1 . 

, . » Januarj 31. • 

The Houfe having waited for the minifter^fomc time, at • 
length Lord Stormont appeared. 

The Duke of Richmond began with obfcrving, that qucf- 
tions of a particular nature had been decided in that Houfe, 
contrary to his judgment and fentimentb$ but he Ifnew of 
no inftance, where the matter in it& nature or tendency had 
humanity for its bails ; in which politics or party motives 
had e\crbeen permitted to mix themfelves, in the final re- 
fult of their deliberations : Their lordlhips, on every fuch 
occafion, always mixed the mofl: generous feelings with the 
ftri£feft and mod facred regard to juftice \ and proved, on 
every opportunity which prefented itfelf^ that the oppreffed, 
the injured, and the abufejl, would always receive from them 
every relief and indulgence it was in their lordlliips power 
to afford. > 

The matter he was about to mention, though it did not ex- 
tend to thofc important objedb which he hlib Aow pointed to, 

V ab certainly included in them, if true ; which he dill hoped, 
for the honour of the Bntidi arms, of a Bntifli foldicr, and the 
Britilh name itfelf, was not the cafe. All he Lnew of the 
perfonwhofe unliappy cafe he meant to biiiig before their 
lordlhips, might be gathered from thencwfpapersby any one 
ot their lordihipb as well as by him, unlefs a manulcript 
date of the cafe tranimitted to him through the office of the 
Secretary of State, [Lord Germain’s] by a perfon of the 
name of Bowman, refiding at Charics-town in the charaftcr 
of a loyalid, under the piotcflionof the Britilh government. 

This man’s narrative, (of whom he knew nothJhg farther 
than what he now mentioned) fet forth certain fafts, pre-^ 

\ious to and concerning the execution of Colonel liable 
Haynes. The narrative tranfmitted to him by Bowman cv-' 
adly agreed with the accounts which appeared in the public 
prints, and with the account publillicd by Congrefs author 
rity. The fact, fo far as he could judge of it, appeared to 
be extremely objeftionablc, when fandfioned by a Britilh 
officer. Here w as no trial, not even the mock fortns of one, 
but he mud forbear to reafon ujfon fadls, which from their 
complexion could hardly be credited, but rather be deemed 
the eftufions of party zeal, and that fpint of perfecution and 
unbounded refciitmcnt which didinguilh the rage of civil 
w xr fium tveiy othei war. Although fiow'man’s letter and 
VoL.VII. M • the 
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the public prints ^were not Tu4Sd«nt authorities to inllitute 
a parliamentary enquiry, yet they juftifiedhtm to walce this 
propolition, viz. vhat if any one eabinct minillerrvirould nfe, 
and fjy whether he had recejt^ hny official information on 
the iubjcA, and, if he had, that he vwuld juft ftalte fo Inuch 
of it ab ought appear to him fufficient to ktisfy lord> 
'fliips that Colonel Haynes deferved the puniihment be met 
with, oi*liiflered acUordihg to la<v, he w ould reft contented. 
But if mmiilcrs remained filent, ortefufed to give an expli- 
cit anlwcr, in that cafe he fliouldfeel the neceflity of moving 
one or mure motions on the fubjeft ; the leading one of 
which would be, that the Houfe he fummoned for Monday 
„ nc't, February 4. 

Swunont”** Loid Vifcount Stormont faid he always tinderfiood, that 
It was irregular to enter into a debate when thcie was no 
queftion before the Houfe ; that was, in his opinion, prt- 
cifely the cafe with the noble Duke ; his Grace had fpoke to 
cticumfianccs, and entered into general reafoning ; but had 
declined making any mondn whatever. Tiie noble Duke 
a^ed him or Ink Msjefty's minifttrs, in general terms, whe- 
ther any official intelligetKe had been received, relpe&ing 
the fub|cil: matter of Ins difcourie ^ He would anlwer the 
noble Duke, when a queftion came regularly framed before 
thcir lordftiips, what tvas proper or improper to be impart- 
ed. '1 he noble Duke promifed to make a motion foi fum- 
moniug their Lordflups on Monday next ; he was not juft 
then prepared tq fay bow far it w ould be propei on that day 
to inftitote an enquiry. When the day came, he would give 
Ills opinion. 

The Duke of Richmortd met the noble Vifcount direftly 
on hts ow'n giouUd ; he faid, the noble fjord, fince he un- 
dertook to anfwer for the reft of his brethren in office, had 
a right to anfwer any member who might call upon him ref- 
'pe^ing office papers, the contents of which were geneially 
known, or if mifreprefented, would refle£f honour upon Go- 
vernment, and this nation. It colonel Haynes died by the 
force q;;, virtue of anycxifling kw', he of courle fell a juft vic- 
tim to his own crimes : if, on the other hand, he v is put to 
4cath contrary '^to law, or hideed without the mere outward 
forms of a legal trial, he would not fay what the crime 
exa£Hy amounted to, but he believed general Greene, and 
<4teUn the loyalifta in Charles-town, and South Carolina, 
did not hefitate to denominate it murder, and that of the 
fiauleft complexion. 

The 
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The nflble Lord it t^e g^;«en «ild»aQd». uifiea4 anfwer> 
iug in the ftUe of oanoaor, ^hicl) every other noble Lord 
prefent bat his lord^ip thotgbt he vns entitled to, wrapt 
himfelf up in the cloak of fdf-impoitanee^and oniniftcri4, 
confequepce> a;9d he might almoft add, p£ difrepeft to . 
cve^ mCJphor prefent, haughtily replies, — « There is no * 
queftton before the Houfc ; when there may be one, I ^i^lf 
fpeak to it ; I will give my opinipn, hqw far at) enquiry 
may or may not be proper ; &c.” rHere his Giace affefted 
the tone, emphafls, and general ftile and geftures, of th^ 
lad: fpeaker.] This his Grace contended, was a language 
unbefitting the noble Lord as a member of that Houfe, and 
much more fo, as a fervant of the public. He never meaqt 
to infringe upon the private rights of any member, ytt he 
did not think himfelf obliged to ftoop to a private applica- 
tion to the noble Vifoount ft his mere perfonal capacity } 
he called upon him as a public man, occupying a lefponfible 
dtuation, one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
and bound by his duty, to give thut Houfe and the nation 
at large, every information which in its nature or effeiilis, 
might not promife to piove detrimental tq^thp ftgte. Th<^ 
hauteur and felf-fulHcient tone of unbpunded and uncon- 
troulled authority, did not become the fituation of the ndhle 
Vifcount, confidered in any one Angle point of view; the 
noble Lord poifcAcd feveral lucrative offices in the ftatp, 
well as that whicfi he had been alluding to. He ow«d much 
t ^his nation, whence he derived thofe benefits j and if hu" 
did not, his office called particularly upon him, to ai^pt q 
more meafured and refpe£lful tq that Houfe, for 

he Ihould, in the predicament in whiph hP then flood, pqU's 
flder himffilf ip a public capacity, uanding qp for un- 
doubted rights of that Houfe and the nation. ^ 

He u as ready to grant, that the noble Viicqunt ftoo4 
upon Arm ground. He was fupported by ftrong private in- 
Auence, by a near relation, (lord MansAcld) wtioCe power ’ 
and mAiience were known to be almoft unbounded^ and uth 
happily prevailed in the commencement gnd prof^utipu ^ 
of this fatal American war, but bq WQU^d neverthelefs re^ 
commend to the noble Lord, not to be over conAftent. *1^e 
times were prcicanous } the ftprm yvas great ;r and, the fef 
run high. The uofTel which he and ^e xxft of his colleague^ 
were embarked aboard, and had the dire^ipq %nd guidance of^ 
was doomed to ensounter all tbofb various pcpils *, the events 
was uncertain, or rather fuch was the ftate of the vefTel, 

M 2 that 
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that ftarccl7 any profpcft was prrfcntcd to a thinking mind, 
but ruin and fliipwrcck, among rocks, Ihoals, and quickfands. 
The noble Lord fliould, to judge wifely, take the whole 
#of his fitualion together, aud refleft, that poffibly, nay 
u probably, whtn the velTcl fhjould go to pieces, the crew, 
though they could not prevent the ruin brought upon them 
by thofc who undertook for their fafety and proteftion, 
might not rife, and, in a paroxyfm of rage and refentment, 
devote the noble Vifeount and* his colleagues to immediate 
deftrudion. 

Tlie noble Vifeount feemed to treat the tranfaftion as a 
matter of little 01 no importance. It might ftnke his Lord- 
fliip in that light ; but he begged leave to fay, that he en- 
tertained a \ciy different opinion of it. It was not merely 
doing an aft ot particular ju^ce, or the endeavouring to 
refeue the mtion from the odium, which, if true, and not 
enquiied into, muft ever attend h, but it refpefted a moft 
honourable, valuable body of men, namely, all the Britifli 
officers now fer^ing in the fouthefn diftrifts of North Ame- 
rica, Vi ho were thieatencdby general Greene, with inftant 
death upon being made priloners : that officer, as he had 
obferved, when he was laft up, denounced vengeance againft 
every Bntifli officer taken in arms againft the United States, 
and faid they fliould be retaliated upon precifely in the fame 
manner. 

His Grace declared, if he did not procure a fatisfaftory 
anfwcr from fomc one of his Majefty's confidential fervants, 
however reluftantly, he would move, that their Lordfhips 
be fummoned^fot Monday next, for the purpofe of going 
into an enquiry into the grounds and motives for putting 
colonel Ilaac Haynes, an officer in the fervice of Congrefs, 
\o deathf without any form of legal procefs, or due proof 
of the crime or crimes laid to his charge. 
jLiVjfcount Lord hfeount Stormont rofc again, and faid he never I'ma- 
gined the noble Duke would ha\c put fuch a conllruftion 
on his vords. He did not rccolleft tbat he was haughty or 
difrefpeftful to the noble Duke, or to any other noble Lord 
prefent. or that be with an air of importance, improperly 
aflumca, s^rapt himfclf up in the cloak of minifterial in- 
folencc.* Tlie noble Duke had imputed to him, what he 
confclTed he had been hitherto an entire ftranger to, private 
influence, and an overbeiiring haughtmefs. As to the place 
tie then occupied, he was called upon to fill it, for he never 
fought it; faib previous habits and purfuits in life, was, 
. . what 
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what he imagined^ induced thnfe in vhofe pover it was to 
feled him for his piefent office, to prefume that he was not 
totally unfit for it. He believed even at that period, the 
noble Dule would agree with him that it was not a fituation 
to be coveted, iherely for the fake of power and gmolument; 
he hoped he had accepted of it from motives of a more 
commendable nature than either ; he knew his own infuf- 
ficiency, but he neverthelefs was of opinion, that the ac- 
ceptance of the offic^ he now filled, was a duty which ought 
to fuperfede every other confideration of a private or per- 
fonal nature. He could how'ever affiire the noble Duke, 
that he wiffied not to remain in office longer than his fe**- 
vices proved acceptable , and he fliould with real pleafure 
hear that they were no longer thought fo, but that the good 
of his country made it proper to appoint to him a fuecef- 
for more able and equal to the arduous difficult talk, which 
from the prefent polluie of affairs, ncccffanly tailed for 
the affiftance of men of the firft-rate abilities in every 
llation. 

The noble Duke, he begged leave to repeat again, had 
imputeil to him, and that m a Itile of accufation, that he 
had infultcd that Houfc, than which, there was nothing 
farther from his intention. He m’ght with much more 
juflice, retort the charge upon the noble Duke himfelf, and 
he was w'-arraiitcd in affiiming, that the noble Duke had 
infultcd their Lordlhips, and tliat in the groffeft manner. 

He had called them a ciew\ [Here a call of order! 
ordei 

‘The Fat I of Abtngdon infilled on the noble Vifeount’s fit- of 
ting down, as he had palpably mifreprefented the noble Abiagdoiu^ 
Duke’s words— for hi$ Grace did not allude to the Houfe, , 

but compared the prefent ftate of this country to a (hip in , 

bad weather, and in danger, through the unikilfumefs of 
the officers, or thofe who had the care of the veflcl, and 
drew a fimile between the people at large and the crew of 
the veffel, obferving, that they would probably avenge them- 
felves on the authors of their ruin. 

TZitf Earl of HtIJberougb faid he could not help expreffing Earfof HilC 
his furpnze, that the noble Duke Ihould have called* for 
that information, which he did not doubt but tly: noble Yifi. 
count, or any one of his Majefty^ Minifters, would mo^ 
readily have communicated on a private requifition. The 
noble Vifcount had endeavoured to avoid going into a dif- 
cuffion of a tranfa^ion, which the noble Duse bad him- 
felf . 
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fd£ dcchrcdiiCj^iyicant not to render the fubjcfl: of debate 
that day. That wa$ clearly the noble Vlfcount’s meaning, 
and not a dcfign of treating either the nobje Duke or the 
Houfe with the leaft haughtinefs, or the fmalleft degree of 
contempt. With regard to the circumftances under which 
colonel Haynes had been executed, he made no fcruple, 
as one of his Majefty^s Minifters, to fay, that Government 
was not in pofleUiou of any oflltial informatfon upon the 
fubject. There was no fuch information to be found in 
his olHcc, and he dared to .fay, he ptight anfwer for the 
noble Vifeounti and for the other noble Lord near him, 
[the Lord Prcfidcnt] that they knew not of any that had 
been received. He would not prefume to fpcak for the 
learned and noble Lord upon thd woolfack, but he believed, 
if he was to rife, he would fay the fame. With regard to 
the enquiry that was talked of, that was a queftion to be 
confidered and difeufled another day, he only wiflied the 
noble Duke would rccolle£l the nicety of the cafe, knd the 
difliculty of proceeding on it before information, that might 
be depended on, arrived, or good evidence was to be had. 
The honour of that gallant olHcer, who had commanded 
' the foutbem army, and to whofe merits every one was 
pcrfeftly familiar, was intimately connefted with theprefent 
propofed enquiry. That brave and promifing young noble- 
man, lord Rawdon, who had diilinguiflied bimfclf fo bril- 
liantly in the courfe of the war, on fo "h a variety of oc- 
ca&ons, and who was in a refponfiWe fitiiation at Charles- 
town, when the circumftance happened, was now abfent. 
Lord Rawdon was gone over to Ireland to fee his family 
and his relations ; he would be back again in ten days or 4 
fortnight. Why not wait his return ? Lord Rawdon, as a 
vh^.voc^ witnefs, could give the noble Duke and the Houfe 
the fuKcft- information on the fubject \ he hoped therefore, 
the noble Duke would poftpone proceeding any farther 
at prefent,^ and would wait either, till official information 
arrived, or till lord Rawdon returned to town, 
r The A'Jarquis of Rochintham faid, the noble Eail, who 
bad fo fully complied wub the requifition of the noble 
Duke, mujS be aware, that one thing would inevitably en- 
fu^^in the minds of every Lord in the Hgufe, viz. an ex- 
’ ^^emeslegrde of fop^^rizc, at the difficulty felt and cjipref- 
noble VifeoUnt in the green libband, when he 
rofc to anfwer the noble Duke. WhsMt could be the rea- 
that ^'matter fo clear, fo plain, and fo cafy, as the 

' nrrniinf 
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account given by tbe noble Earl, Nvas befitatcd upon for a 
moment by tbe noble Vifcount ? Peibaps, be thought he 
was adding more difcreetly, if be might ulEe Ihch a word, 
in not faying a fyllabte upon the fnMeft, and that it waa 
wifer, than to^tell the plain truth, tie called upon Minif» 
ters to fay, if they had received an authentic copy of gene- 
ral Greene’s proclaination, in which Mr. Haynes’s execu- 
tion was deemed a murder, aifd feverc retaliation thre.u- 
ened ? If they had, they ought to fay,j5H'hat means, of prc- 
v'Cnting British officers from the rifque o£ being hung up by 
tbe rebel General, had been fuggi^ed in the laft inftruc- 
tions, which they fent out to America. If not, their firmeft 
fupporters and greateft admires, muft deem them highly 
blameable. Indeed he cOutd not help fufpefling, thut there 
was fome cafpital miftake in this bulinefs ; for it was hardly 
credible that minifters, at the end of five tnonths, could 
have been entirely uninformed of the tranfa£Hon; that 
ruinifters could have totally neglcdted 'general Greene’s pro- 
clamation, without fome inquiry.— If tbty hai^ all he Could 
fay was, that it was a moll extraordinary iniffince of Inat- 
tention and ncglcft. 

The Earl of Huntingdon, (uncle to lord Rawdon) faid, the 
noble Duke h<id’a£lcd with all poffihle candour to him ih 
the bufinefs j for he had three or four days fince acquainted , 
him with his intention of making a motion, fuck as his Grace ' 
had now more fully opened to the Houfe. 

He begged leave to aflure the noble Duke, that he had 
totally forgot, while lord Rawdon Was in England, to make 
any enquiry concerning the caufe aod execution of Mr. 

H^nes. , 

As foon as he learned from the noble Duke,’ that he 
meant to move for an enquiry into that trartfaftion, he did 
not lofe a minute in endeavouring to procure the bed in- 
formation he could ; he took the liberty in, the ffirH inllauce, . 
to apply to the Secretaries of State — The anfwei uniformly 
given, was, that they had received no officiah papers what- : 
ever, refpe£ling the execution of Mr. Haynes. * ’ 

I'he noble Marquis (Rockingham) he Confefled^had^ood 
grounds fur his doubts and furmifes, that Miiuftcrs received, 
but had concealed the information foqgbt : the truth was, 
if he had not been mifinformed that the packet with dif- 
patches, containing an account of the execution of Haynes, 
had 'been captured on her return to England, which full^ 
explained the reafon why Minifters were not as yst togjji- ‘ 
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hrly and official iziformed on the fubjefb. His Lordfhip 
took infinite pains to exculpate his nephew from all blame^ 
fuppofing bkme to lie any where« He contended ftrc- 
nuoufly, tlYat lord Rawdon, being a junior officer, was, nor 
could not be deemed rcfponfible for the conduA or final 
determination of his fuperiors in command. * That colonel 
Baltc'ur uas Commandant of Charles-town, where the fen- 
tence wa^ palled*, and in jconfcqueuce of that fentence, 
the execution took place. 

The duke of Richmond moved, that the Houfe be fum- 
moned for the 4th of February ; to w^ijch day the Houfe 
adjourned. 

February 4. 

Tlje Duke of Chiindoi rofe, and informed the Houfe, that 
he willied to fay a word or two before the order of the day 
was moved. He wiflied to inftitutc an inquiry into the 
caufes of the lofs of the army, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Geneial Earl Cornwallis, at York-town, fliould 
IVliuillers decline fo effiential and prefling a part of their 
duty.— rile noble Vifeount in the green ribband, whofc of- 
ficial fituction entitled him to fpcak with authority, feemed 
to approve of an enquiry ; but appeared equally averfe to 
take any one Ilep whatever to promote it ; — for when he 
had put the queftion to the noble Yifeount, whether or 
not, it was the intention of Adminiftration to fet fuch au 
inquiry on foot ? his Lordfliip remained totally filent. 
The anfwcr in another point of view was very explicit, but 
in fome rclpefts perfedlly coincided with, the noble Lord’s 
filcnce being by no means fatisfadlory *, for in his appre* 
henfion, the public were fully intitlcd to be informed of 
the 6aufes of fo fatal a difafter. Convinced as he was of 
this impoitant truth, confeious as he was of his own inca- 
pacity to purfue an objeft of fo much confcquence, he was’ 
determined, that his efforts, feeble as they might be, fliould 
not be wanting. He would therefore move, that the Houfe 
be fummoned. for Thurfday next, for the purpofe of con- 
fidcring the propriety of indituting an enquiry into the 
caufes of the lofs of the armv under the command of Lord 
CoMtwallis, at York-towm, m Virginia. 

The Duke of Richmond rofe, and introduced his promifed 
motion, by obforvin^, that what had fallen from him on a 
former octafion afforded fufficient reafon for his foliciting 
the attention of their Lordfhips to the propofitlon he was 
about to makt. He faid that be ftrongly adhered to a doe- 
^ trine 
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trine which was then advanced^ and which he adopted ad 
the leading maxim of his conduft, that irt every cafe where 
the public were concerned, there ought to be no refpedh 
paid to the character, of whatever rank or denomination } and 
that fuch enquires Ihould be condu£):ed upon^y^eral grounds, 
and independent of all fuch coniiderations. After dwel- 
ling fome time upon this idea, the noble Duke produced 
and read a Variety of letters frpm a Mr. Charles Frazer, 
town-major* at'Charles-town, together with anfwers tp 
them from '.Colonel Haynes'; as alfo the opinion of that 
Colonel’s counfcl (a Mr. Pocock) jefpe£ling the court of 
enquiry into his conduct;, and the fentence of death palTed 
upon him. Thefc letters, he faid, had been tranfmitted 
to him through the channel of the Secretary of State’s of- 
fice, from a Mr. Bowm^i, a man to whom he wis an en- 
tire ftranger. From the detail of circumftances therein 
Hated, it would appear that Colonel Haynes had been firll 
ordered to prepare for his trial before a court-martial, re« 
gularly inftituted j that this intention had been afterwards 
changed into a court of enquiry. In confequence of which, 
Colonel Haynes had been doomed to die. ^ Thefc circum*# 
ftan.ces of cruelty, faid he, were aggravated by the treat- 
ment he met with in his lad moments. At one o’clock*ia 
the morning he was informed that he muft prepare to die 
at fix, and leave his apartments at five, for that Lord Raw.* 
don and Colonel •Balfour, in virtue of powers vetted in 
them, had come to the refolution that he ttiould perempto-* 
rily be executed at the former hour. In confequence, 
however, of an application from Governor Bull, and feme 
perfons in the magiltracy of Charlesrtown, and others of 
reputable character in that plac^, a refpite was granted 
him for forty-eight hours, and bis clemency to thc^Britifh 
officers when in his power was affigned as the reafon ; and 
yet what rendered this favour a little extraordinary Was, that 
the following condition was annexed, that if any application 
Ihould be made by General Greene, or any of his attbeiates, 
for the unhappy man, he would be inftantly put to deaths 
Such being the ftate of fa<^s, be was of ophiion, that there 
was good ground for aii enquiry into fo aftoniflung and*%n- 
precedented a tranfa£tion« Our chara£ler as Bsitons incul- 
cated that upon our minds, anjl the p^refent deplorable 
ftate of ourw^irs prellcd it upoxt ns^with I'rrelittible weight* 
Our armies had been captured in thofe countries where oaf 
■ Voi.VIL N . -tag 
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cruelties had been perpetrated. A proclamation^ threaten^ 
ing retaliation in the (Irongeft tcrins^ had been iiTued againil: 
us by the General of that very army, an officer of which 
we had executed in fo unauthorized a manner 
His Grace Were took* an opportunity of ftating to the 
* Houfe, the leading (a&b mentioned in Bowman’s narra- 
tive, viz. that in the lirft note received from Mr. Frazer, 
Town-m«»jQr of Charles-tuwn, the former acquainted co* 
Umel Haynes, thatacouitof field-officers, would aflcmblc 
at ten o’clock the next morning, in order to try him. That 
on the c\cning cl the fame day, Mr. Frazer wrote the 
Colonel w^ord, that inftead of a court of field-officers, as 
mentioned in his note in the forenoon, it was intended, 
that the tourt fliould be compoftd of four field-officers 
and five Captains, who would aflcmblc for the purpole of 
determining under what point of view, he (Mr. Haynes) 
ought to be confidertd ; that thofe contradiftory kttcis 
had been fent to him on Thutfday the 26th of July, «ikI 
that on Sunday the 29th of the feme month, a memo- 
randum was bioiight him by the Adjutant of the town, ac- 
quainting him, that in confcquencc of the court of enquiry, 
held the two p?cceding days, Lord Raw^don and the Com- 
mandant of the garrifon, Colonel Balfour, had ordeied his 
cxccuciou on Tuefday next, the 311! inilant, at fix o’clock, 
in the morning. That on his wiiting to Lord Raw^lon and 
licutcuai t- olonel Balfour, his execution lefpitcd till tl c 
Tlhurfday following : 

Hik Grace dwelt with his ufual energy and point upon 
feveral of tho^c circumftances, branded the whole tianfac- 
tion as a piece of ^unwarrantable cruelty, and equally 
difgraceful to the nation and the profeffion of arms. It was 
a tranfi^ftion, he faid, neither fupported by prudent juflicc 
or martial law. Nothing like it having happened in iny 
former war. In conclufion, his Grace moved, That 
an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefly, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give dire£^ion, that there 
he laid before this Houfe, copies or extrafks of papers 
•• [here his Grrfce paiticulaiizf d the feveral papers] rela- 
tkc to the execution of Colonel Ifaac Haynes.” 

Lord^ IVal/Sin^ham faid, that there was no one more deeply 
intcrefted than he w^as in the general ebarafter of the na- 
tion — he did not however fee that there was any founda- 
tion at prefent for an enquiry, or that the grounds of it 
were at all attainable. The noble Duke who had fpoke 

laft. 
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laft, had moved for a number of papers^ which he was Ture 
wcie no way conneftcd with the bufinefsj and which at 
prefeiit it would be highly improper to grant him. The ac* 
count which hmd was not authenticated— it 

wa« the produdion of a Mr. Bowman. This perfon, he • 
was informed, was at New-York at the time when the 
tranfa£tioif alluded to happened. He had there copied it 
from one of the public papers, into which it had been 
traiibfe-xed from a manufccipt that might be very eafily 
fufpe^ted, as it was not authenticated by any perfon of 
credit. With regard to Greene’s proclamation, on which 
fuch great ftrefs had been laid in a former converfation^ 
yiid now again by the noble Duke, it was evidently founded 
on falfehood and milrcprelentation, it having ftated fcvcral 
fafts well known to be diametrically oppofite to truth ! If 
he was rightly informed, Haynes, coufidering the nature 
of his crimes, had been treated with remaikable lenity and 
indulgence, having violated his oath of allegiance, forfeited 
advantage he might otherwife have derived from his pa- 
I ole, and thereby fubjefted himfelf to the puniflimcnt of 
martial law. • ’ * 

His Lordfliip faid many handfomc things of Lord Raw- 
don j lamented, that officers of fuch acknowledged merit as 
hib Lordihip ajid colonel Balfour fhould thus have their pub«» 
lie conduct arraigned, and their charaders wounded in 
jnoft tender point, without a fyllablc or tittle of proof 
to fupport fuch cruel accufations : contending, that in 
point of candour, when fuch men were publicly accufed 
upon murmur and flying reports, it would nave been but 
fair, and indeed doing comnxon juftipe to conclude, that 
thofe reports had originated in calumny and mifreprefen-r 
tation. His Lordffiip concluded, with faying, he eSneeived 
that an enquiry was, from the circumftances he Had taken^ 
the liberty to fubmit to their Lordffiips, totally unncceflary, ^ 

Lord Abinidon. My Lordi, I troubled your Lordlhips with £*1^ AUngi 
a few words upon the prefent fubjed of debate, when it doo. 
was lail moved by the noble Duke in shis Houfe, and I 
did fo, becaufc being a cafe of humanity, my feelings were 
touched thenewith 5 but now, my Lords, I rife the rather 
to profefs my intended filence upon this fubjed, thafl to ad4 
any thing to what I have already faid. To profefs my 
filence, my Lords, becaufe the matter, placed as it is iti 
the hands of his Grace, wants no affiftance that I, or any 
one elfc can give it. To be filent, my Xiords, becaufe 

. N a . U 
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U this cafe in (Somparifon with the many others which in 

{ irccedence thereto, it is the bounden duty of this Houfc to 
ofe not a moment in deciding upon ; for what is the cafe, 
my I^rds ? It is the cafe of a cruel barbarous murder of an 
individual., Eut what is the cruel, and barbarous murder of 
an individual, when compared with the cruel and barbarous 
murders (not one far more juftifiable) which the uliolc of the 
American war has occafioned ? what is this cafe, my Lords, 
•when compared with that of a noble Peer of this Houfc, 
folcmnly protefting on the records of the Houfc, againft the 
principles of this war, and yet going forth himfelf, and 
in his own perfon, to countcrail: thofc principles, and to 
perpetrate fuch afts as thefe ? what is this cafe, my Lords, 
when compared with the cafe of one Arnold, who coming 
to this kingdom with his hands treacheroufly and traitcrouf- 
ly reeking in the blood of his countrymen, to be clofctted 
with the King, to be received ^t court, to be fmiled upon, 
to be careffed, to be rewarded in contamination and to 
the difgrace of the BritiA army, nay, what is more, my 
Lords, to be made the inftrument of that delufion to this 
Country, whith fether refugees, like himfelf, if he has his 
fellow, have fo fucccfsfully for themfelvcs, though ruinous- 
ly for the nation, promoted and obtained ? what is this cafe, 
my Lords, in comparifon with that of an American fecretary 
failing in his military cbaradler, for whith he was fo juftly 
degraded, and now failing in his civil capacity, under cir- 
cumftances of 4.hc higheft aggravation, is yet to be re- 
warded for this very failure, with the dignity and honour of 
a peerage ? and yet, my Lords, great as thefe cafes are, 
they arc but effefts^ whilfl: there (till remains a cafe ftill 
preatcf, and the greateft of any, and that is, the caufe of 
thefe efefts. A cafe, my Lords, tov/ards which it is our 
cfpccial duty to look ; for, mv Lords, take away the caufe, 
»nd the efFcfts wili ccafe; but leave the caufe, and the effefts 
will remain. 

My Lords, a great and w’Jfe peer of this Houfc, the great-r 
f (I the wifeft that this Houfe ever faw, faid, I heard him 

fay^t, that there was fomething behind the throne of 
this country, greater than'raajefty Itfclf.” Another peer of 
%his H<9ufe, ®of learned authority, explained to my compre- 
jienfion, that this fpnicthing, which was greater than 
lliajefty itfclfj wa^ an efficient cabinet. My Lords, this 
^Sici^nt cabinet is the caufe of all thefe ededs ; and yet, 
ijsy l^prds, this gaufe is a caufe Unknow^n to the conftitution 
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of this country: an efficient cabinet is the kingVevil of 
this country ; it is an excrefcence from, and not a part of 
the body politic 5 if we are to be fuch favages, therefore, at 
to commit murder, let us murder this efficient cabinet. 

Enfe refeinSendum m pars Jincera trahatur. hfy^ Lords, \rhilft 
this cabinet remains, our evils will remain \ and thus whilft 
your Lordfliips arc confidering the cafe of an individual, 
thouYands are equally perifhing under the fame fatal influ«« 


encc. 


Let me conjure your Lordlliips, ther^ifore, the rather to 
turn your eyes from thefe ciFefls, and let us, like men, look 
up to the caufe that has produced them ; let us fix our eyes 
upon this caufe, and let us, my Lords, politically ^murder 
(for I mean no m6re) this cabinet (thank God 1 am no fa- 
vage) and in fo doing let us appeafe the manes, expiate the 
blood of colonel Haynes, by offering up a facrifice in which 
even humanity itfclf is fo much intcrefted and concerned. 

The Duke of Afanchejier faid, a court of cnquiiy into co- 
lonel Haync’s conduft had| been ordered poftcrior to the 
idea of bringing him to trial, in the ufual form of a court- 
martial, In loid Rawdon and colonel Bajfour’s letter, ot 
meffage to him, an intimation was given him, that he was 
not to be executed in confcquence of the dccifion of the 
court of enquiry, but in effeft of a power with which they 
were vefted, and a particular refolution to which they had 
come. There mull therefore have been either fomething 
very Angular in the cafe of colonel Haynes, or fomething 
precipitate on the part of lord Rawdon and colonel Balfour, 
lliis was the point which he wiflacd to have explained. 

Lord Stormont faid, he could by no means either fee the 
grounds, or admit the expediency of the prefent enquiry. 
A variety of arguments might be urged againft it. The 
papers which the noble Duke wiflied to be laid before the 
TIoufc, had no doubt a general tendency to eftabliih the 
foundation of a broad enquiry into the tranfa^ion. Ail 
fuch enquiries, however, implied guiht and blame, and 


ought to be avoided, unlefs upon the mod prelTing occafiooa. 
The officers, who had been the authors of the aflair in quef- 
t;on, had acquitted themfelves well upon every occ;mon. 
Neither of them was any favourite of bis; buthg would 
leave it to the judgment of their Lordihips to decide what 
fffc£l an enquiry, 'conduced upon She plan propofed, would 
have upon the fentiments and charafter of two Britifli of-# 
^gers, juftly ellccmed on account of the fervices they had 
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rendered their country ; and what influence fuch^^a tranfac- 
tion flight aifo produce upon the minds of our enemies ? 
the noble Duke who had juft fat down, wiftied to have a 
point explained, which he confidcred to be of ^confequence; 
it had a reference to the authority and power with which 
the military are entrufted. He wiihed, however, to ftatc 
his opinion on this fubjc(3: with deference, as ho was no fol^ 
dien He had always reckoned it a maxim, cflablifhed upon 
the moft unqueftionable authority, that an officer, .who, ha- 
ving broke his parole, fliould afterwards fali into the hands 
of the enemy, was deprived by his breach of faith of the 
advantage of a formal trials and fubjefted to be executed 
injianttr. If colonel Haynes had broken his parole, there 
was no ncceffity for bringing him to a trial, according to the 
rules of military difeipline. A court of enquiry was only 
ncceflary to afeertain the faft of his being the identical per^ 
fon v/ho viosaied the principles of confidence repofed in 
him, and by fo doing, had expofed himfclf to the fevcritles 
of immediate puniffiment# 

Lord Shelburne faid, when the firft ftep was taken in this 
eflair, he was fq,much convinced of its ufeful tendency and 
of its tocal difunion from political confideration, that he 
readily concluded it would certainly meet with no oppofi- 
tion, and that for the honour of the nation it would be coii- 
fidered by all parties with attention and'capdour. The noble 
Lord in the green ribband had advanced a doflrine which 
to him feemed totally new^ He had Hated to their Lord^ 
(hips, that an officer who had broken his parole, was liable 
to be put to<^ death inftanter^ without the form of a trial, 
This idea he confidered as erroneous, find which ought to 
be reprobated. He would not, however, dwell upon this 
fubjeftfc, a faci which had fallen from his Lordfliip, perhaps 
deferved a more ferious confideration. It appeared very 
plainly from what he had faid, that in America the powxr 
of taking away the lives of the people w^as delegated by his 
Majefty to the Commander in Chief, and by him delegated 
to the next officer in authority, and by him to his inferiors. 
Sir H. Clinton was the officer .invefted with the fupreme 
autlfority in America. . He had entrufted the power repofed 
in him to lord Cornwallis ; and he, in his turn, had tranf- 
ferred it to lord Rawdon and colonel Balfour. His Lord- 
(hip begged to know by what authority fo important a jurif- 
didlon over the lives of mankind was thus wantonly dele- 
gated from one perfon to another i this he confidered as a 

moft 
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tnoft ferious matter^ and of the laft confequcnce to the In* 
tercfts of this country. He aftoniihed^ notwithftand^ 
ing our late misfortunes, to hear the noble Vifeount who 
had fpoke lately, afFeft the fame tone and manner he had 
dpne upon former occafions, and enlarge upon the old dif- 
tinftion he had formerly eftabliflicd betweeh the Britons 
and rebels- The language was too big for the times. He 
did not kndw how the noble Lord might view things ; per- 
haps his nerves were ftrongcr than his \ but be would ac- 
knowledge to him mod fincci-ely, that of late the public dif- 
afters had prefied thcmfelvcs upon his attention with un- 
common energy, and had fcnfibly aflefted the general courfe 
of his happinefs. It was now the 4th of February. No 
general plan of operation, however, feemed to be adopted. 
Our fleets deftiued for the Eaft and Well indies ^cre not 
yet under proteftion of a convoy ; our forces, reduced by 
the' climate and the fword, were not reciuited; nor our 
captured armies replaced. .A noble Lord had feme months 
ago formally aflured their liOrdfhips, that he would foon 
acquaint them of the new fyftem that was tp be adopted ^ 
that he would inform them the time when, the object 
why, and the place where. The peiiod 's^as'now arrive! 
when he ought to make thefe difcovcrics. The eyes^ of 
the nation were fixed upon the miiiiftcrj of this country ; 
all were anxious to know whether peace or war was their 
objcch ; and it therefore became them no longer to affeft a 
myilenous filcnce with rclpedl to ihofe who had ccafcd to 
place confidence m them, or to trifle with the patience of 
their fellow citl/ens. ^ 

The Lord Chancellor faid, he never heard the noble Lord 
who fpoke laft but with infinite plcafurc ; ho w'as fo well 
informed on eveij fubjcdl he fpoke to-, he was fo circtjjnlptft, 
corredl, and minute as to farts and circumftances, and 
withal his fclertions as to fuch parts of the debate as he 
might think proper to bring forward in a llrong point of 
view, were in truth fo judicious, that without williing to 
give the noble Earl credit for what he was not entitled to, 
he could fairly fay, that he always heard Ms Lordlhip with 
the grcatdl fatisfadlion. He had longobferved, that when- 
ever any argument could be urged in favour of a queiliou 
which his Lordlhip intended to fupport, no hian was more 
apt or ready to luggell it, and as a kind of proof, that the mo- 
tion made by the noble Duke was fuch as couldnot' be w'olt 
fupported^ his Lordiliip had declined entering deeply into 
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the fubje£i:> and feemed willing to avoid all fpecifi* 
cation, keeping at a diftance, and avoiding to enter fairly 
or dirc£My into the merits of the qucftion, by profcffing a 
total Ignorance of every circumftancc relative to the fubjeft, 
but what he kad read in the Leyden Gazottc, or what 
* he had learned in the courfe of the preient debate. 
He faid he believed it was the firfl: time fince the inftitu- 
tion of parliament in this country, that a propofition as 
fubmitted to either Houfe, without a fingle document or 
ferap of paper to fupport it ; vet fuch was the motion of 
the prefent day. The noble Duke, for uhofe public in- 
tegrity and high abilities he entci tamed the highcft opi- 
nion, houever, ftood in that predicament. He had no one 
document to produce, but a kind of reprcfentition or let- 
ter, or ftate of fafls, conveyed to him by one Bowmm, 
an obfeure man, whom nobody knew, whom the noble Duke 
himfelf confelTed he did not know ; yet, upon fuch an lu- 
thontj as this, their Lordlhips, a lovcreigu power fo far as 
they undertook to aft, were veiy modellly eillcd to go into 
a lolemn enquiry. He too had reeened a letter from the 
fame Mr. Bowman, he believed at le'ift from fomt perfon 
who had aflumeU that name, and he was led to beheve it 
was the fame man, bcciulethcnaintive tianfmitted to him, 
he could not then tell whether m print or manufenpt, ftcmcd 
to cxaftly eorrefpond with that reeened by the noble Duke. 
He was, nevtrthelefs, free to declare, f though the fafts 
contained therein had been eorrectlv ilatcd, that he did 
not think them w 01 thy oi his attention. Under thole 
circumftanceshe begged their Lordfliips only to attend for a 
moment to what was propofed by the motion — no Icfs than 
to addrefs his Majclty for a whole lift or Itries of papers 
of the moil important nature, none of them, as he concen- 
ed, calculated to throw any light on the condemnation and 
execution of the rebel Haynes, but to treat unmercifully 
and ungratefully, two lery deferving officers. But he 
would now conGder the queftion propofed by the noble 
>Duke to the Houfe, upon a prcfuinption that the noble 
Duke’s documents were as^aulheiUie as thofe of Mr. Bowman, 
or other of the friends oi Haynes would wifli to repre- 
fent them. What did this evidence or narrative amount 
to? but that Haynes, a notorious rebel, being taken in 
arms, offered to iiibmit upon getting a parole; that go- 
vernment, not chooling to trull lolely to his parole, obliged 
bim hkewife to take the oath of allegiance, and retire into 
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the country to hia patrimony, but what was tlu; condu£l 
of this man, thuS treated and Indulged ? His employment 
was that of fomep^g fadiop and rebellion, ^urging and 
working i(pon the d!|pbtful, confirming jthofe of his own 
ftamp, and endeavouring to feduce the ioyal, of whom, 
when he could not make profelytes, he threatened with 
fire and^word; at length carried his threats into execution, 
and that in the moft mcrcilefs, bloody, and tjcachcrous man- 
ner, There were fevcral^ptrfons of p’-operty in his neigh- 
bourhood, who flood nearly in the fame predicament with 
bimfelf; thofe as oppoituiiity ftfved, and circumftanccs 
anfwcred, he footheJ and threatened, and was foinetimes 
lo fuccefoful as to bring over to his opinions, under vaiious 
pretences and mlircprcfentations, fuch as the ckcHning flats 
of the Britifli affairs in America, &c. Some however, with- 
flood all his folicitations, and remained firm in their refo- 
lution of continuing peaceable, and at Ic^ft, neutral fub- 
jeds to the Britifli goveinment. Thefe he particulaily 
marked out as tli^ fit objects of his vengeance, and after 
giving notice, that he would on a certain* day pay them a 
vifit, determined ta be as good as his worth He accord- 
ingly doomed one of them to deftruftion, and colleding a 
body of rebels^ furrounded his houfe, and laid a kind of 
fiege to it.. It however fortunately Inppencd for the de-* 
voted man, th^t he had notice given him juft time enough 
to efcape being murdered. Fiom thence he and his ban- 
ditti advanced into the country, and exercifed unheard-of 
cruelties, marking their footfteps with deftruflion wherc- 
ever they came ; but it luckily happened 8n the very fame 
day, while in the afl: of committing thofe barbarous enor- 
mities, he was furprized by a party of loyalifts, and made 
prifoncr So much for the morality of the cafa, and the 
public and private viitucs of the rebel Hiynes : he would 
now offer a word or t\io, as to the jufticc,of his executioti* 
He was no foldicr, but he fancied he was not totally un- • 
equal to tnc talk of compreheuding an quthor, whofe opi- 
nions were univerfally affented to by all civilized nations; 
and of courfe, wbofc writings were deemed the true flan- 
dard, by which perfons in military fituations were t!& con- 
duft themfclVes : he meant that learned •maO;, Grotiua, 
who had written on the law6 of nature and natioiis, 
neccffarily including the laws of war and open hoftfliiy, 
which are bcfidcs particularly laid down in that celebratM ^ 
woik. Here his Lordfltip quoted fcvcral paffages from » 
VoL.VII. .O tbtt^ 
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tliat author, and from Coccius and Vatcl,i the two laft of 
whom wrote much later^han Grotius, in which it is clearly 
laid down, that all prifoners, as among common enemies, 
when taken in battle, are at the mercy *of their .captors, 
hut that a more"' civilized and refined u^ay of thinking had 
prevailed, by the accepting furrenders at diferetion, or 
upon capitulati6n } which entitled the prifoner to*his life, 
tind to future releafe upon condition ; but then it was al- 
lowed univerfally, and aflertecl without referve, that a pri- 
Toncr breaking his parole, forfeited all title to mercy a fc- 
Cond time, and it only necefiary to preve his perfonal 
identity, to fubjcifl: him to death infianter, 
tookrof The Duke of Richmond he» entertained a very high 
HtckiQonrf. fcfpert for the leaincdLord; but no man, be his prtten- 
lions cvi^r fo high, .b 'd a right to make ufe of indecent 
j 4.nj:\ia^t , much lefs to endeavour to miflead the Houfe by 
jmpropci ideas prefled on their Iiordfliips minds. The 
noble Lord, had however, in his conception, ofTcndcd iii 
both inftanct s. He faid, that thofc who feemed defiroui 
to promote an enquiry into the execution of colonel Haynes, 
had treated ^hofe deferving officers, loid Rawdon and 
colonel Balfour, nioft unmercifully and ungratefullv. Thefe 
epithets could be intended for none but ancf he muft 
fay, in point of propriety and decorum, that it was a ficc- 
dom in debate by no means juftifiablc, and highly unbe- 
fitting the learned Lord who made ''ufe 6f it. He mull 
confefs he fcnfibly felt its force, and it was a language he 
ftouid never pafg over without taking fpecial notice of. 

But the principle or political maxim, ^coupled with this 
very fevere expreffion, had ftill a worfe tendency. What 
was It ? That an ofllcer, who by his fcrviccs had merited 
ttic efieem^ of hh country, was not to be called to account 
fbr hib fubfcquciit condufl} but that he, who, from public 
^motives lliould promote an enquiry into it, w ould a£l moll 
" unmercifully and ungratefully. Now he thought, without 
‘ cntd;-ing into the merits of Lord Rawdon aud hJ^ coUcaLnie, 
that this was a moil dangerous maxim to inculcate in that 
L lloufe«» 

Rn ThO Lord Chancellor in reply, affirmed, withgut reierve, 

ktW. Haynes, wlithout any form of enquiry, law, or legal 

tflal, was fubje£l to be bxccute^ merely by the hw 
ihaftiaL 

The Duke of Richmond obferved, that the learned Lord 
^ad been labouring the greater part of the e%ening, and 

had 
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had given himfcif an infinite deal of trouble by his quota- 
tions from Grotius, to no manner of purpofc; for 
whether colonel Haynes was a public enemy> entitled to 
the proteftion of the laws of war between civili7cd nations, 
or a rebel fubjeft, caught in an a6i of ^tjeafon arainft hi!» 
Sovereign, thofe circumftanccs were of no manner of con- 
fcquenepi it was enough that he was a prifoiier, caught iu 
arms, and that his perion was identified, to authorize lord 
Rawdon, colonel Balfour, or any other oiFiter in command, 
if they thought fit, to initantly execute him. 

liOid HuHtin^dw rofe 10 ftatc a few lafts u’-hich Ind come 
to his knowledge through the officers juft returned from 
America, whom he had feen, and udiith their Lordfliips 
might wifli to know. He faid that Lord Cornwallis had 
called on him, and given him authority to declare, th«t 
lord Rawdon had afted in refpeft to Colonel Haynes 
a£lly as he ffiould have done himfcif, had he been m 
Charlcs-town at the time, and that he had execut'd fc\cr\l 
pel fons taketi in arms, after having broken their p irolc, 
upon whom the fame fort of court of enquiry had fat, as 
was* convened and fat on the cafe of co^pncl Haynes. JR* 
added, that the noble Earl told him, though he could 
eafily delegate a power to hold courts-martial, he could not 
delegate a power to confirm their lentenccs. After tbi$t* 
his Lordflnp explained to the Houfe that a court of en- 
quiry, while a*country was under martial law, was not by 
any m^ans a court to try re^latly; it was neither a court- 
martial nor a court of juftice, but w^as merely conduiSlOd 
on th\t> principle, that .thofe taken in arma after being out 
upon parole, or under proce£f!on, all that in that cafe was 
deemed ncceflary, was to identify their perfons, wffiich was 
executed iu the following manner: The delinquents were 


collefted at a e'ertain place, iind ftlch as came under the 
foregointr defeription, were inftantly put to death and 
great numbers of perfons fuffered agrccUly to this rulc^ 
without any legal or civil proofs, regular enquiry, or trial 
whatever. With regard 'to Colonel Haynes, hh Lorcllhip^ 
faid, he was informed by officers who knew the fafts, ih.'ipi 
he had, on the capitulation of Charles-towti, alkcd for hfs 
parole; that he had been denied it; that* he ijien took 
the oaths; during the period, hc raifed ab iofuire^ior, 
and put Inmfelf at the head of .500 horfe. Tliat not far 
from him lived Mr. Creighton, an Irifiiman, who had been 
foiccd b} the rebels cither ,to fupply them with provifzous^ 
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or to lofe his property, but who had likewife come in on 
the capitiihiion of Charles-town, and recovered his eftate, 
making it, a^. it certainly was, a matter of fooic merit, 
that he^had never# been in arms againft the Brityh govern- 
ment, but had fnerely fupplied the rebels with provifions. 
Colonel Haynes fent to tljis Mr. Creighton, dc firing him 
to break his parole; Creighton refuted, and then Haynes 
fent him word, if be did not break his parole, and join 
him, he would come and hang Jiim up at his own door. 
Creighton ftlll refufed, and it was merely on rhe’ notice of 
a friend, giving him but a Oiort time before Haynes’s ar- 
rival, that by fccretly getting off through a corn field, a 
private way to Charlesrtown, he efeaped with his life. 
Haynes arrived fooij after at Creighton’s, did him coii- 
fidcrahlc damage, and proceeded to a houfe, which Creigh- 
ton had fitted up as a tavern, and which he had let to 
J^icutenant Waugh. Haynes killed Mr, Waugh, and took 
all the people in his houfe prifoners, and in the midft of 
the nigl^t, was himfclf taken by colonel Frazer, at the 
head of .a body of provincials, which were originally in- 
fantry, but whith^-had been mounted by fubfeription. 

The Houfe divided, for the queftlon 25 ; againft it 73 

• February 5 and 6.— Private bufinefs. 

February 7. , f 
PiiiEe.of The Duke of Chandos faid, he did not mean to embarrafs 
Minifters, collectively or individually : he had no ill-will 
to any one of th/nn his private capacity ; nor in his pub- 
■'lic capacity was farther interefted in his or their removal, 

' than as he imagined the public were interefted, or might 
be benefitted by the .fame. 

7 'he motion which it was his Intention to fubmit to their 
Lordfhips that day, was a propofition that w^ould neccffarily 
embrace a great variety of objefts, and include in it an cn- 
q[uiry into the conduft of many perfons of rank and autho- 
rity in the ftatc. It w'ould, in the firft inftance, as ftated 
ppon paper, go to an immediate inquiry into the lofs and ca- 
lamity, of the furrcfnder of lord Cornwallis and the Bri- 
tifh army at York-town and Glouceller. This, he need 
• not urge fb their Lordlbips, muft extehd their inquiries be- 
^ yond thb tranfaftion to which it bad an oftenfible reference. 
He wifiied not to conceal *any thing uj3on the fubjed from 
It was a propofition,. as he conceived, totally 
abftrailed . from the general run of political queftions de- 
bated in that Iloufe-; it was not. the creature of any party 
I C ■ i or 
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or defcription of men, in or out of parliament, confequent- 
ly it came naked before their Lordflnps, to confider whe- 
ther it deferved encouragement and public fupport, or im- 
mediate reprobation. * 

But without Tarther ceremony or apology, *tte motives 
and objefts of his motion flood upon a much firmer bafis 
than his feeble#abilities were able to point out or illuftrpte. 
The fovereign, parliament, and the nation at large, were 
entitled to be fatisfie4, as well upon the general principles 
of the failure of the war as the difaftrous accidcius which 
had happened. I he capture of two Britifli jrrnies, of con- 
fiderablc ftrength and number, was a circumftance, he be- 
lieved, unknown to have taken place during \thc courfe of 
any one war in the modern annals of mankind 5 but he , 
meant to confine himfclf at prefent merely to the difafter 
at York-town. 

He Ihould not have prefumed to have troubled their Lord- 
(hips upon fpeculative reafonirfg, mere general rumours, or 
pcrfonal confiderations. He flioifld with equal care endea- 
vour to avoid thofc fubjefts which were fo apt to‘mix them- 
felves in the difeuffion of all political qucllipns. He ap- 1 
pealed to their Lordfliips on the broad ground of juftice, of 
that national jullice' which every man in this country had a 
right to demand, and which it was their Lordlhips peculiar ^ 
bufinefs to admiuifter, as llatefmen, members of parlia- 
ment, and poffeffing in themfelves a judicial, as well as 
legiflative power. ' 

He w ould mention a circumftance or two, if any were 
wanted, wdiich would probably enfure fuccefs to*the propo- 
fition he was about to move •, the firfl: was, that of the 
noble Vifeount in the green ribband, who aflerted with- 
out referve, that the calamity at York-town was a Sgnal 
and a fatal one, and if the authors of that calamity could 
be difcovcied, and their criminality fairly brought home 
to them, “ that man, be his rank, pretenfions, or fcrvices 
ever fo high or confpicuous, would deferve to be brought to ' 
immediate and condign puniftiment.^’ 

A noble Lord in high office, and in his opinion fpoke in 
ftill an higher and more peremptory tone, (lord Hillfboraugh|J 
for he affirmed in that Houfe, not very long finoc, th^t an 
inquiry ought to be iiiflituted into the caufe of the lofs of 
of the army under earf Cornwallis, and that if would nioft 
certainly be inftituted, 
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His Grace then moved, ‘<That a committee of the whole 
Houfc be appointed on Monday next, to enquire into the 
caufes of the calamitous lofs of the army commanded hy 
lieutenant-general earl Cornwallis, and made prifoners by 
the United*States of America, and the trobps of France, at 
York-towii and Gloucefter, in the province of Pennfylvania.” 

Lord Sicrmont faid, whatever part he njight hereafter 
take in refpecS: of the objefls of the inquiry, he neverthe- 
lefs muft, in regard of his Sovereign, his country, ’and the 
undoubted right of Grcat-firitain, rife to oppofe any mo- 
tion which amounted to a recognition of the independency 
of America. He thought it fit therefore, thus early in the 
day, to apprize the noble Duke, who uas entitled to every 
degree of deference and candour it was in their Lordflnps 
power to beftow, be the queftion modelled as it might, he 
would aflurc the noble Duke, that it his motion was prcfTcd 
in its prefent form, he would, as fully declarative of his 
diflent, take the fenfe of the* Houfe unon it. It would, as 
he apprehended amount a recognition of American in- 
dcpcnce, he meant the contluding words, which ftated, 
that Lord^Cornwallis and his army had furrcndcrcd to the 
United State? of America. 

The Duke of Chandn replied, that he believed the noble 
Vifcount in the green ribband had miftaktn the fenfe of his 
motion. It was not an affertion of any right of indepen- 
dency, or any other right he knew off for the whole of the 
motion, but the mere form, w'as no more than a correft 
tranfeript from one of the articles figned betv^ecn lord 
Cornwallisi as commander in chief of the Britilh forces, 
and general Waftiington, commander of the United States 
of iGnerica. 

• The Duke of Grafton faid, as there appeared fomc dif- 
pofition in thofe who reprefented Go\ernmcnt in that 
Houfe, not to oppofe the inquiry, he wiflicd that the mo- 
tion might be amended, and if it did not go to defeat the 
ohjc6^ of the noble Duke^s propofition, he made no doubt 
but hifw Grace would agree to amend it, fo as to remove the 
olqcfltonal part. He agreed with the noble Duke, that 
fkiting a fad, copied from the articles of capitulation at 
York-towaj, would not amount to a recognition of the right 
of the hvdqpcndcncy of America, but ftill he thought it 
better to meet the no^ile Vifcount half way, than Hand out 
for w^hat appeared to him little more than a mere matter of 
form. He was not prepared to move any thing regularly, 
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but under favour of the noble Duke he would |u.{l beg leave* 
to fuggeft the introduflion of two words> ftiling thcm^ 
feltes” the United States of America^ &c. 

Earl Gower feomed to agree in a great meafifre with the EarlGonir, 
noble Duke who fpoke laft, but could not coincide fo far 
with his opinions as to think it all neceflary that the mo- 
tion, even as propofed to be amended by the noble Duke, ^ 

Ihould be adopted; becaufe, though fuch a iiarratlv a- 
mounted to nothing pofitive, it would be extremely “ .rpio- 
per that that, or the other Houfe of Padiament fliouid, by 
a folcmn a£l:, recognize in any fonn the United States of 
America. He wiflied therefore, as both fide§ of the Houle . 

feemed rather favourably difpofed towards the, inquiry, that 
the motion might be framed in fuch a manner as to put an 
end to a contiovarfy upon the mere point of form. 

Lord Shelburne faid, he would go as far as any man to con- ^ord Shel- 
ciliate the noble Vifeount and tjie noble Duke ; but he muft burnt, 
confefs how much foever he approved of what had fallen 
from the noble Eafl who fpoke laft, he could not fee the 
matter in the fame point of view : if be had, he ^would be 
one of the firft men in that Houfc who would r^fe to oppofe 
fuch a recognition, and fcout fo improper an idea out of 
the Houfe. His principles on the fubjefl: were well known ; 
he had repeated them from year to year in their Lordfliips 
hearing, that he nevev would confent, under any poflible 
given circumftapees, to acknowledge the independency of 
America. He knew thofe ideas, both within and without 
doors, were in fome mcafurc unpopular, but he preferred the 
performance of his duty,', and the difeharge. cf his con* 
icience, to every other confideration. He was known to 
differ from his mod intimate friends and rcfpe£lable c^- 
nedions on the fubjed. But for his part, as he wifticoto 
give his opinion without referve, he could not for his foul 
difeover how fuch a motion, as it would Hand if amended 
by his noble friend, who fat near him, had the mail diftaat 
tendency to recognize or eftablifti the prefumed independent 
claim of America, under the defeription of* the United 
States. (A • 

lord Stormont rofc, and faid, that whatever opinion* LordStor-. 
might be .ezitertalndd of the motion offered by l6e noble 
Duke, or taking it up Upon the idea of the amendment . fug- 
gefted by another noble Duke (Graft^on) he was clea^rly-of 
opinion, that the amendment would not remove the di^ • 
ficulty ; and in that he- perfe^lly agreed with a noble Eart 

(Gower) 
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(Gower) who rofc early, that it would be extremely improper 
to adopt the language of thofc, ftiling themfelves the United 
States of America, in a Rritifl) Houfe of parliament. He 
admired th€ candour of the noble Duke who made the mo- '* 
tion upon m'any accounts, and upon none more than his 
apparent rcadinefs to fubmit the modification of his motion 
to either fide of the Houfe. ‘‘ 

'The noble Duke reminded him when hc.firfi: rofe, of an 
exprefllon which. had fallen from him in the courfe of a for- 
mer debate — That whoever were the authors or caufe 
of the calamity which had happened at York^towrt, if 
clearly pointed out to the fatisfaclion of the public, dc- ’ 
ferved to be brought to immediate and exemplary punifii- 
ment.” But he begged leave to remind the noble Duke, 
that he likewife added, that although it might be very pro- 
per to inftitutc an inquiry into the lofs of the army at 
York-town, the mode of influiry was a point well worthy 
of previous confideration, bccaufe there were military in- 
quiries, and other modes of difeovering truth ; and that he 
did not nj^can now to give an opinion upon a fubjeft, which 
feemed to cirry the fenfe of the Houfe with it, he was free 
to declare, that* as far as his experience, or memory ferved 
him, he never recollefted an inftance, in which a parlia- 
mentary inquiry anfwcrcd any beneficial ^r truly national 
purpofe, whereas there were, he believed, many inftancies ' 
known, where it produced a direfl: contrary elFecf. But 
yaving for the prefent any profpeftive view of inquiry, or 
its poffib]^ confequcnces, to give up the motion, and con- 
fent to omit the objeftionablc words. 

1> of Rich- The Duke of Richmond faid, the words “ United ftates 
mond. America” ftruck hiin as eflentially ncccflary to the mo- 

tion. A great part of the enquiry might poiTibly be dlrcfl- 
ed folely to that point, and the fiirrcndering to the arms of 
the United States of America, might turn out to be the 
chief matter of blame. Befides this, the words ftruck 
, him in a very different point of view from that in which 
they had impreffed the minds of the noble Lord in the 
>igrcen ribband-, they were not declaratory on the part of 
the Houfe, they gave up nothing, they conveyed no ac- 
knbwlcdgcment either of one kind or other *, they weic 
^ words, merely deftriptive in their nature and in their ap- 
; plication. It was perfcfUy new to him, his Grace faid, 

■ ,i.to objeA to d^feriptive words. The praftice of the Houfe 
had* hitherto been of a different kind; and muft be To 

now 
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now again, as formerly, if the Houfc found it ncccflary 
to vote a libel ^ fuppofe, for inilance, it was publicly af-« 
ferted in pr^nt, that King James was the rightful Sovereign' 
of England, and that the crown ought to nave gone to his , 
defccndants, in voting fuch a publication a libel, the * 

Houfe ncceflanly muft defcribe the libel in its own phrafcs 
in their vote 5 tut would any noble Lord contend, that 
the Houfe either acknowledged, alTertcd, or declared King 
James to be the rightful Sovereign, or his heirs entitled to 
the crown? Certainly there was noFa man in the kingdom 
fo abfurd as to maintain fuch an argument ; the cafe was 
the fame with regard to the noble Lord's motion. But the 
noble Lord in the green ribband went farther, and faid, 
were the words United States of America to ftand on 
the Journals, it would be giving up the eflential rights of 
the nation.’* If any eflential rights were given up, the 
Duke faid, they wetc given up already; Lord Cornwallis 
and the other Biitilh officers, who had llgned the capitu- 
lation, had done it ; that matter therefore, knd all idea of 
the recognition of the independence of America, was now 
pad confideration. With regard to the objedion to the 
earlincfs of the day, that difficulty, his Grace faid, might 
1 afily be removed by either dividing the motion, or by de- 
l)ating the main f oint, viz. whether a Committee fliould 
be appointed or not, and then after that was decided^ 
agreeing upon the day when. This, his Grace faid, Was 
the frequent pradice of the other Iloufc of Parliament. 

The motion was at length amended tliusj That this 
Houfe will, on Monday next, (the iith) refolve itfclf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to enquire into the 
caufes of the calamitous lofs of the army under ^Lieute- 
nant-general Earl Cornwallis, by being made prifoners of 
war at York- Iowa and Glouceller, in the province of 
Virginia.” And agreed to- 
I'he Marquis of Carmarthen tofe and faid, that he under- ^**’‘»'***. ^ 
flood a perfon who had in his military charafiter, been 
publicly degraded in his military charadcr, was fliordy to 
be called up to that Houfe. He did not mean to difpute 
the prerogative of the crown ; but h’e thought thp creat- 
ing luth a perfon a peer was a dlfjmce to the Houfe. He 
felt in his own breaft, and he trufted every one of their 
Lordfliips muft be impreffed with feelings of a fimilar na- 
ture. He called therefore upon the Houfe for inftruftion 
and affiilance ; he knew not what fort of motion to frame, 
Vol.VIL P ‘ »or 



r'6 P A R'L I A M E N Va R Y A. 1782. 

nor what ftep it would be regular and orderly to take, pre- 
vious to the difgraces falling upon the peerage, to mark 
their fenfe of the circumftance ; and in doing this, he 
folemnly protefted he was a£iuated by no motive of a 
political, an invidious, or a perlonal nature ; he fincerely 
pitied the individual who laboured under fuch a heavy loaat 
of lligma, as in his mind was contained in the fentence 
in queftion, a copy of which he held in his hand. It was 
on that account, and that only, that he thought it a dif- 
honour to the peerage to have fuch a perfon made a mem- 
ber of it. It the fentence had been altered upon a revilion 
of the fa£ls that came out on the trial, and done away, as 
much too tevere ; in ihort, if the inaikcd difgrace it affixed on 
the perfon, made the fubjeft of it, was removed in any way 
whatever, he fliould think all obje£tion removed inllantly, 
but whde thc^ fentence remained in full force, he could not 
but conceive * it to l^e an ample, reafon for their Lordfhips 
coming to lome refolution, cxprclfive of their opinion upon 
it. This feeling llruck his mind, as foon as he heaid the 
report, and hg had communicated it only to one man living, 
t*nougli he had, that morning, converted with noble Lords, 
then in the Houfe, on other topics, fo confeious was he that 
the bare mention of it would be fuificient to induce every 
one of their Lordfliips to feel, as men jealous qf their ho- 
nour, muft necelTarily feel on fuch an occAion. 

Finding no Peer rile immediately, his Lordfliip got up 
again and moved, 

** That it i( deregatory to the honour of this Houfe, that 
any perfon, labouring'under the heavy cenfure comprehended 
in the following lenteoco of a court-maitial (the fentence 
was here inferred) and public ordeis given out in confe- 
quence (hereof, Ihould be recommended to the crown to be 
raifed to the dignity of a peerage.” 

When the Marquis came to me fentence and circular or- 
der, be read them to the Houfe. 

jUittCiku* As fooa as the Lord Chancellor received the motion, and 
telWr. Jjjjj fUQ through it, he left the woolfack, and in- 

fdraed the Houfe, that he felt it to be his duty to ftate to 
their LordQiijps, that it would be, in Ins m'lnd, altogether 
irreguhtr and diibrderlv^ even to put fuch a motion, as that 
which he field in bis baud. The motion turned altogether 
upon a faft, by no means before the Houfe, and furely it 
would be extremely hard, and very inconfi^nt with their 
Loidihip's ofual liberality and candour, to annex fo fevere a 
* cenfure, 
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cenfure^ as the cenfure of that Houfe^ to a feAtence fup** 
pofed to have paiTed on a certain perfon therein named, at a 
particular given time, but to all which fafts, viz. the dc-* 
merits of thf party that called upon him fuc^ a fentence, to 
the fitting of the court-martial, to their having declared 
fuch a judgment, snd to the other matters ftated in the 
pofed circuilar order, the Houfe was at that moment, m 
point of parliamentary form, utter ftrangers. Having ftated 
this, his Lordlliip lubmitted to the noble Lord, who had 
drawn up the motion, whether it wasjn point of correftnefs, 
or in its tenor and purpoit luch a motion as he in his cooler 
confideration would wifli to have inferted on the Journals ? 

Loid Denbigh rofe, and objcdled to the motion, as very 
extraordinary, and as altogether unprecedented. IIis Lord^ 

(hip ftated, that the couit-martial was held when a particu-*^ 
lar conipLxion of politics prevailed in the cabinet ; that 
only four ycais afterwards, when a different adminiftration 
came in, the noble Lord aimed at by the prefent potion 
was, at the defire of that adminiftration, reftored to his feat 
in the privy council, an evident proof that Ae miniftry of 
that day (the chiefs of whom w'crc now in opf ofition) thought 
the noble Lord’s advice of great importance to the ftate. He 
had fince been dillingiiiflicd as a minifter worthy of his 
fovereign’b confidence. The crow n undoubtedly bad a right 
to beftow the hoiv^iirs of the peerage as it thought proper, 
and conceiving the prtfent motion to be altogether unncccf- 
fary, he fliould conclude with moving to adjourn. 

Lord Abingdon faul, the perfon who was the fubjeft of the LordAbint 
motion made by the noble Marquis, had beci? the greateft don. 
criminal this country ever knew. He had not only difobey- 
ed the orders of his Commander m Chief, when in a 
military capacity, but he had been infinitely more gailty in 
his civil fituation of late years. He had been the author 
of all the cdamuics of the war, aud all the diftreffes which 
Great Britain now groaned under. It was to his blood thtrfti- 
nefh, to his wcakncL, his wdekednefs, and his mifmanage- 
ment, that the war had been profccuted at fo large a waftc 
of blood and treafure, and with fuch a mifeiable repetition 
of ill fuccefs. He, therefore, ought not to be fuffered to . 
come into that Houfe, and contaminate the peerage. • 

The Duke of Richmond faid, certaiiniy the noble Earl had DukeoT ^ 
a right to move the quoftion of adjournment upon the mo- 
tion •, but if the miniftry fulffered a matter of fo much im- 
portance to be got rid of in that manner, they wou^d a£k 

Pa . . more 
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jTiorc contemptibly than even he could have thought them 
capable of. He was altonifhcd at their filcnce on a motion 
of that kind, and ffill more at their acquiefeing in the mo- 
tion of adjournment. Was he the perfon in queftion, made 
the fubjeft of t4ic motion, he fhould think himrfelf extreme- 
ly ill ufed, and complain loudly of fuch treatment. For 
God’s fake, had not miriiftcts a fnigle word to fay in de- 
fence of their colleague ? Were tLey fo much at variance 
with each other, that when a matter of this kind came on, 
they neither dared meet the motion with defiance, nor at- 
tempt to palliate the imputed guilt of their brother Minif- 
ter ? Would it not be wifer to debate the motion, than piti- 
fully to move an adjournment ? the Duke ftiid, he was mod 
heartily afliamcd of the coiiduft of minifters that day. 

Lord Stormont faid, he knew not that the noble Lord in 
quclUon ftood in need of any defence * With regard to the 
prefent motion, it clearly trenched up the prerogative of the 
, crown j it .trenched up a right inherent in the fovereign, 

which even the noble Marquis, who made the motion, had 
felt hinjfclf obliged to confefs was indifputablc. He knew 
^ of no difqualiflcation for the peerage ihort of legal dilability^ 
knd therefore, when any other vas attempted to be urged 
within thofc wallb, be fhould confidcr it as an unconftitu- 
tional attack on the prerogative, and fhould always be of 
opinion that a motion for adjournment was the proper way 
of getting rid of it. ’• 

Mar is of Marquls of Carmarthen faid,hc had di awm up the motion 

Carmarthen haftily, and therefore it might polFibly be liable to the charge 
of incorrcdhif fs. He begged, that their Lorfliips w'ould re- 
colleft, that liehad defi red their aflillancc. With regard tothc 
argument of the noble Lord in the green nbband, that nothing 
Ihort of legal difability ought to excite the alarm of the Houfe, 
perhap^the noble Lord was not aw^are how far that argu- 
ment w'cnt. It was rather ludicrous to adduce fuch an in- 
ftance, but according to the fame mode of reafoiiing, the 
King’^s chimncy-fwceper might be made a Peer, and un- 
doubtedly the right to create fuch a* Peer was inherent 
to the prerogative of the Crown \ ought fuch a creation 
therefore to take place t Undoubtedly the noble Earl had 
a right to move the mieftion of adjournment on his motion, 
but thfe he V'ould anure their Lordfhips, Minifters fhould 
not get rid of his motion that way, for he Was determined 
to make it from dajrto day, till fomething fatisfaftory was 
^one upon it. 


Lord 
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Lord Jbingdon declared, Cnee legal difability was all that L*'*'<* AWag 
would do to prevent the Houfe from being tainted with 
the adniiffion of fuch a member, if he was fent up there, 
he would do his bufinefs, as he had in his own houfe, 
ample materials to make the ground- work of an impeach- 
ment, and which he would ccitainly produce, the perfoii • 
in queftion attempted to come among them. The Earl 
declared, hcTboped there were thofe in the Houfe, who were 
ready to run to their mailer, and give him an account of 
what had pafled that day upon the fubjeft. If they gave 
him a true account, probably the effiwif would be, a refeue 
of the Houfe from the contamination they were threatened 
wi^h. ^ 

Lord Detby lamented that the noble Marquis, who had LordDirlr 
acquitted himfelf with fo much dignity and fo much fpi- 
rit, fliould be fo ill fupported, on a point of very ferious 
importance, in his confidcration. He declared he thought 
it a gicat and ferious infult to their Lordfliips, to fee a 
pcil’on created a Peer, whofc difgracc was entered in the 
ordcT*ly-book of every Britifli regiment. 1 

The Duke of Grafton fpokc in fupport of tl\c motion. Oratton. 

- The Earl of Shelburne rofc juft as the Chancellor was^Lord She! 
putting the motion, and faid, it gave him extreme pain to 
take any pait in the prefciit debate, and the more fo, be- 
caufe very early in life, before he was of ati age to be 
a member of cither Houfe of Parliament, (and before he 
knew enough of the world, to difeover of how very little 
importance to mankind it w^s, that fo infignificant an in- 
dividual as he was, made one of the numbe| of fociety,) 
he had fulFcrcd many profefiional injuriesTrem the pcrlon 
who was the fubjedl of the debate. Smarting with a fenfe 
of thofe injuries at the time, a fort of enmity had taken 
place between him and the perfon in queftion; frfem the 
moment, however, that he faw the fentence of the court** 
martial, and the ordeis which hiid been read to. the Houfe, 
and which now made a part of the motion, he called upon 
God Almighty to witnefs, that be had neither privately 
nor publicly, direftly nor indireflly, in thought, vinord, 
or deed, done that perfon the fmalleft injury, or bore li^rd 
upon him on any occafion whatever. InHeed his moderation 
in that refpeft had more than once been noticed to^him by 
hts friends, and he -had experienced opportunities of ex- 
plaining to thofe, who put the matter to him, the rca- 
ibns of bis condufl. He hoped tbercfQrc, that what he 

ihould 
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fhould now fay, would not be imputed to the lurking and 
latent feeds of an old hatred of twenty years jlanding; 
folemnly protefting, every fpark of that animofity was finally 
extinguiflicd. He faid, however unpopular the opinion might 
be, he had i\dl the fmalleft objedion to the King's being 
his own minifter. He did not know, but the ICing's ha- 
ving an opinion of his own, and feeling his intereft in the 
management of the affairs of the realm, might be better 
for. tlie general weal than his remaining a type of a mere 
King of Mahrattas. For fear their Lordfhips might not 
know what a King of Mahrattas was, from not having 
lately read fo much of the hiftory of India, its govern- 
ment, and its culloins, as he had done, he would inform 
their Lordfliips, that a King of the Mahrattas was a mere 
nominal monarchy he had his Pechaw, a cabinet who were 
efficient, and who, to all intents and purpofes, held and di- 
rc£ked‘the reigns of government, while they kept the King 
locked up, and in pretty nearly k* ftate of idcotifm. He de- 
clared, in every moment of his life, he had ever endeavoured 
to treat his Rlajefty with that profound refpeft due to his 
jl^rfon, and v/it(i that reverence fo infinitely due to his fi’tu- 
atiom His loyalty had remained the firmeff principle in his 
bofom, and in all fituations, and on all occafions, he had 
ftudioufly kfpt the duty of a faithful and refpcftfnl fubjeft 
in view. He might, therefore, he hoppd, be permitted, 
without charge of the fmalleft indecency, to fay, that when 
the prerogative was excrcifed to its fullcll extent, he wilhed 
to God to fee the Parliament free. A high-toned prero- 
gative Princej and a fervilc corrupt Parliament, was the 
flrongeft fymptom of defpotifm and tyranny. He could 
not, therefore, but anxioufly wifh to fee a perfeft repre- 
fentation.of the people, and when that happy time arrived, 
he fhould grounded in entertaining a realonable expec- 
tion of better profpeds. It had been imagincd,that the Houfc 
of Peers had it not in their power to right itfelf againft the 
extraordinary ftrctches of prerogative. The fuppofition was 
founded ki errors An author, whofc works he had read fome 
years* fineq, the chief of which was a book upon the Peerage, 
wfiden.by Lord ChancellorWeft, pretty clearly evinced to his 
mind, that th^e weref latent powers belonging to the Hoiife 
of Lprds^ which if callex^fertb by fufficient occ'afion, and duly 
and Spiritedly excrcifed, were egual to the corrtfling of any 
abdfes of the prerogative that might be auempted. A noble 
EarJ'had icfmcdthe prefem a very extraordinary morion. 

' Good 
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Good Gjod! were not thefe very extraordinary times? Who 
would have owned himfelf fo gloomy in his ideas (bme years 
ago, as to have acknowledged, that he even imagined it 
poflible, that i day would have arrived, wh& that Houfe 
fliould have tefolv^ to inftitutc an enquiry into the caufeOf 
the furrenderjof a fccond army into the hands of the Ameri- 
cans, and that it Ihoald have been a matter of doubt and de- 
bate in that Houfe, whether they ought or ought not admit a 
motion to pals in its original form, becaufe fome of the words 
feemed to carry in them a recognition of the independence of 
America. No man, the wifeft that ever exifted, would have 
pretended to have forefeen apoffibility of two fuch events hap- 
pening in the courfe of one day? His Lordfliip took notice of 
its having been faid, that lord George Germain was reftored 
to the Privy Council by the Rockingham - adminiftratioiii. 
He declared he had not been a member of that adminiftra^ 
tion, though he was free ti* fay, it was compofed of able 
and honeft men. When he agreed to take a lituation foon 
afterwards, he excepted to the meafurc alluded to. A 
noble Earl, now no more, with whom he had been in the • 
habits of living on terms of great familiarity, had excepted 
to the meafurc likewife, and he perfe£lly recollciSbed, that 
when it was prefled upon the noble Earl to purfue the pcr< 
ion now alluded to in the Houfe of Commons, and to make 
his expul lion a coniequcnce of his difgrace, the noble Earl, 
with that wifdqm and fagacity that ever marked his condu6)^, 
refufed to do fo, and that for the wifeft reafons. He remem- 
bered, that the noble Earl, on being defired by®a perfon of ' 
great authority to enforce the weight of government againft: 
the noble Lord, rcfufcd to do fo for very good reafons ; he was 
anfwered in thefe words : “ Well, Sir, 1 wifh you much of . 
the company you choofc to keep.” The rcafoa why the Earl 
refufed to aim the vengeance of government againft the 
party in queftion^ was no other than the conliderktion that, 
the noble Lord reprefented a family borough, and their 
Lordftiips well knew what family boroughs were. Had the 
party been expelled the Houfe, the Earl wifely argued, h<^ 
was he to know that he might not be chofen and rcchofeX' 
again and again in fpite of repeated expullions ? tHis I^brd- ' 
fhip faid,, there was an elTential differanee between thepeifon • 
in queftipn being allowed to lit in the 6ther Houfe, and te- 
ing fuf^srcd.to come up there., . There tvas a great diftinftioa 
furely between the 6ne Herufe and the other,, however th« 
other Houfe might entertain a dilFerent idea. In its real 
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conftUutional point of vicwj no man thought more highly 
of the Houfe of Commons than he did; it was then a truly 
rdpcftablt, ^ truly uieful branch of the ^cgiflaturc; but 
when iunk fnto corruption ; when it became the mcic crea- 
ture oi the minifler, and afTeftcd to be a kind of feptennial 
nobility, without the real dignity, and a Iclfcr ariftocracy 
Without the mearn, the lituation, and the real pei fonal in- 
tereft in the ftate, it became an objeft of public contempt, 
and an infliumcnt of public danger-^ With regard to the 
perfoii nowdcfigncd to be created a Peer, he called upon the 
learned ndviici of the crown, and afked, why, when it was 
fiift thought of to make that perion a Secretary of State, 
thofc who had held fuch a ftrong language of KiU them, 
or they’ll kilf you and who had delated, Wr havl paf- 
Icd the Rubicon,” bcfoie any other perion knew wc were 
fciioufly at wai with Amcnca. had not afted in conformity 
to their high>Iounding tone, and made their aflions accom- 
pany then woids^ why they had not behaved like men of 
integrity, ^and gone to the Sovticign, and adviicd him 
' hontllly and wilely, to employ thole men onlv as inftru- 
incnts in the planning, direction, conduct, and execution of 
an attempt of fuch iniinite importance, as an attempt to re- 
cover America, who wcic the moft unexceptionable in cvciy 
rclpcft, both here and in America, an%^ the moft likely to 
prove lucccisful inftrumcnts in the greateft work this nition 
cvci took in hdnJ. In appointing the noble Lord to the le- 
cetaiy of ftalcfltip, and inviufting Vwm with the management 
of the war, they in a manner began the war with the groffeft 
infult to America that could poflibly have been deviled. 

The Houle, at ten o’clock, divided on the ejueftion of ad- 
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The Duke of Chanda faid, he thought it rnncccffai y to en- 
ter into laboured arguments, or collateral reafomngs, in fup- 
' Mrt of the feveral in(;),t)bns he Ihould make for papen. One 
ihort argument would’ be a good fubftitute for every other. 
Their Lordlhips hsid agreed to the nec^ity of the inquiry. 
He relied on the wifdom, found policy, and fupport of that 
Houfe ; on the co-operauon of every real friend to his coun- 
V 4 ' *'y> 
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try, and at the baiis of the whole, he relied on the judice of 
the enquiry. His Grace added, his grand objed was to fix 
the attention, of the committee to what on^ wac worthy 
of it, and that could not be effefled in any iifanner fo well 
as bv moving for fuch papers as had an immediate relation 
to the enquiry. This he doubted not, would fave much 
trouble, and greatly accelerate their Lordfhips proceedings.— 

His Gracemoved, “Thataohujnbleaddrefsbeprefen'cd to'' * 

Majefty, praying, ixc. that he would be pleafed to > 

tions to the proper officer, to lay before the Houle, < 
of all difpatches and papers, which have lieen tranlnmu 
by any of his Majeftj’s minifters to lieutenant-general Sir 
Henry Clinton, in the yeai 1781.” • 

Lord Stormnt faid, the noble Duke who made the motion, Lotd ftw- 
had dilplayed thro’ighout the whole of his condu£l:, fo much 
candour and moderation, ffiat without afTefling to fay a 
fyllablc more than he finccrdy meant, it was veiy difagrec- 
able to h'm to Hand up fo fiequently to objeft to what had 
been fubmitted to the Houfe by his Grace, but yet his duty, 
as a perfon occupying a place of confidence«in nis Majclly'ss 
councils, would not permit him to affitnl to it in its pre- 
fent form. Inftead of copies of papers, he would infert 
all copies “ or extraSs” of papers tranfmitted, '&c. This 
would do away tlje objcQionablc part of the motion, and 
prevent thofe milchievous confequences which muft enfue, if 
matters which ought to be held inviolably facred, Ihould 
be expofed to public view and infpedion. 

Another part of the motion he meant to ol^cfil to, was, 
confining the information to the year 1781. That would 
give but a very imperfcA idea of the communications the 
noble Puke wiitied to obtain : it would befides operate par- 
tially, both in rcfpe£l of individuals and tranfa£iions ; he 
therefore, inftead of narrowing the motion, would exte^ it 
to the years 1780 and 1781.” 

The Duke of Cbandos faid, the amendment to infert the 
words “ or extra£ls,*’ would in part defeat the euquirr, 
which was at once deferring what the Houfe feemed to*^ • 
unanimoufty of opinion became an aft of neceflary jnftiot. 

The other objeftion to confining the papers to the ycat^ 1781, 
was, in hit appreh'enfton, if pofiible,* left founded ; for what 
was the objeft of the enquiry } The very words in which the* 
vote paffed, declared it to enquire, &c. into the tofs at York* 
town and Gloucciftcr. He was aftooUhed how die mbft 
Vot.VII. Q, . ferule 
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fcrdlc imagini^tion could combine the difafter at York-town 
with the tranfaftions of the year 1780. 

Vnri Cbw The Lord Chancellor obferved, that if the motion was agreed 
to, as movc^Hjjr the noble Duke, it might leld to very leri- 
ous confequences, and thofe of a nature lefs thought of or fore- 
feen, than perhaps the noble Duke was aware of. For what 
was it lefs than this : faithful trasfcripts or copies of all in- 
ftrudions, letters, Ac. which had paflcd between any of his 
Majefty’s minifiers and Sir Henry Clinton, during the year 
1781. Surely the noble Duke, if he took but half a moment 
to refle£i, muft fee the dangerous tendency of Aich a motion. 
An expofure of matters of the greateft confequence, perhaps 
^ fome of them relative to affairs not proper at all in the pre* 

fent moment for public difcuflion. The fa£t was, that what- 
ever papers got on their Lordfhips table, the contents did not 
long continue a fecret ; and whatever information they con- 
tained, was (hortly made known to the enemies of this coun- 
try. Indeed, fuch was the mode of parliamentary proceed- 
ing, it was a cure, for which, in his opinion, no remedy could 
^ bp providedt ^ 

JJalts of The Duke of Richmond faid, he was aftoniflied to bear 
lUsbrnonj. ferJouj objefiions made to the reafoning of the noble Duke’s 
motion, particularly after his Grace had manifefted fo many 
inftances of almoft unparalleled candour. 

The enquiry was undoubtedly thought unncelTary, as it 
was univcrfally agreed that blame was imputable fomewhcrc, 
whether to the minifters at home, or the admirals or generals 
abroad was qot the queftion, but who was the individual or 
joint caufe of that melancholy difallef, the lofs of a whole 
army, and the defeating the expeflcd fruits of a whole cam- 
paigOi which had coft the nation fo many millions. 

To afeertain the blame, and fix it only where it was jullly ' 
due, if he conceived rightly, was the foie and proper objeft of 
the enquiry, and how could that be poilibly effefied, unleft 
the copies of the whole of the correfpondence were before the 
which copies Would equally ferve to develope the 
^ coadua of minifters, admirals, and generals ; but minifters 
< psirtiw in the. caufe, and having the power of modelling 

the inrormapon, it might be fairly prefumed, that they would 
. jiqc bd very ready to tmnifh evidence againft thcmlclves.— 
Itliore he muff confefs,,a very fufpicious appearance, and fb 
far as Ipeculation juflified prediftion, early foretold, that 
vlioevef might be blaineable, itwasdeteimiaedtbutmmiften 
Iliarc no part of the peofure, 

Lprd 
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Lord StarmoHt faid, the noble Dolce who made the motiofl* 
had more than once reminded him of his pledging himfelf to 
fupport the motion, or at leaft granting the propriety of an 
enquiry into t)^e lofs at York'town. The la^er he certain- 
ly gave as his opinion, and the former he adopftd as ibon as • 
he underftood the Houfe approved of it ; but in neither in- 
ftance, did be hold himfelf bound to follow the opinions of 
others, refpefting the mode of prolecuting the enqui^, or 
any other circumnance whatever, but fuen as might iatisfy ' 
him that he was purfuing the paths of joftice and policy, and 
of courfe fuch as brought home convi^on to his own mind 
that he was aAing right. 

The Duke of ^chmend in this fliort fpeech,contended, that O"’** 
extrafts inftead of copies, in many inftances, would defeat *‘**""®"*i 
the great objeft of the enquiry ; for the quenion was this, 
not whether it would be proper to leave out matters con- 
taining fecrets of ftate, the ^ant of which was flill depend- 
ing, but whether any material national benefit could be ra- 
tionally expected from extracts of papers. 

The Duke of Chandos faid, as the noble Lord jqp the wool- 
fack feemed rather to wifli that the bulinefs bdfore the Houfe • " * * 
fhould be expedited, and offered areafon which very forcibly 
firuck him, he was contented to agree to the amendments 
moved by the npble Vifeount. The amendments were ac-' 
xordin^y put, and agreed to. 

His Grace’s fecond motion was, *' That an humble addrefs, 
fic. that his Majelly will give direAions to lay before this . 

Houfe, copies or extrafls of all inftru£l:ons or orders fent by 
any of his Majefty’s minifters to lieutenant-generA Sir Henry 
Clinton, touching the operations of the army under his com- 
mand, or any detachment thereof, in the years 1780 an4 
1781.’* Agreed to. • 

His Grace’s third motion, after the nfual introdudion, 

was for copies or extrads, to lieutenant-general carl 
Cornwallis, touching the operations of the corps undei his 
command, in the years 1780 and 1781.” — ^Aftcr'a Ihort de- 
bate agreed to. . 

The fourth was for “copies, &c.of the correfpondence, be« 
tween earl Cornwalls and Sir Henry Clinton, touching th? 
operations of the army under Iprd Cornwallis, ^d parti- 
cularly to his Lordfhip’s taking poltNrt York-town ai^ 
Gloucefter.” — Agreed to. ’ 

The fifth, which produced a debate of fome length, was 
for “ copies of all inftruClions from the Admiralty to vke^ 

0.2 . admittl 
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admiral Sir George Rodney, and rcar>admiral Graves, touch- 
ing the reinforcement intended to be lent to the fleet in 
North America, in 1781.” 

imi Sant- Lord Sandmch role to oppofe this motion. He Hated, that 
wich. ^ when Sir George Rodney was fent to take th*e command of 
the fquadron denined for the Weft Indies, be received gene- 
ral inftruAions *how to aft upon his arrival in thofe feas, 
which were to continue as Handing inftrufttons, fo long as 
he remained in command, and were to be followed by bis 
fuccelfor upon the fame ftation. It would, therefore, in his 
opinion, be extremely unfair, if not dangerous, to agr'-e 
to the motion made by the noble Duke, which had no other 
objeft in view butfucn particular inftruftions as might have 
been tranfmitted within a very few months in the year 1781. 
Inftcad, therefore, of adopting his Grace’s propoiition, he 
would move, ** that the general inftruftions lent out with Sir 
George Rodney, in the year 1779, be laid before the Houfe.’^ 
M**K Duke of Mantbejler wiihed the noble Earl would 

a*c e *r. himfelf, for at prefent he was totally at a lofs to guefs 

at his meaning. Did- the noble Earl wilh to perfuade the 
Houle, that inftruftions given in *779 were better docu- 
ments for their Lordfhips to proceed upon, rcfpcfting the 
capture of earl Cornwallis in September 1781, than the re- 
cent orders tranfmitted 'to North America and the Weft 
Indies, for the purpofe of recommending the' molt fpeedy and 
efl^ual means of preventing that fatal difafter ? 

' iMi Saai. Lord Sandwich replied, that none of the naval ofRcers had 
wich. afted under any otlier inftruftions than thofe originally fent 
out with 9 ir George Rodney ; that they were Handing in- 
. ftruftions, which were to govern during the continuance of 
the war, unlefs fpecially varied ; that the great objeft was, 
the iterations to be earned on in the Weft-indies and Ame- 
rica, and the means of giving the plan fuccefs was condufted 
in a two^fold manner, that was to fay, when the naval force 
of Prance was in the Weft-Indies, to take care, after the 
campaign was flnifhed in that quarter, whether it might 
not be transferred to North- America, and lb victverj'a. 
Puke. Jbf “ The Duke of Mambejler rofe a fccond time, and confelTcd 
atsnchefler.'^imfeif as ignorant of what the. noble Earlferioufty meant as 
befme, fbc the naked import of it was this I will inform 
you of what you do^ Mt feem defirous at all to know, but 
' you (hall not be acquainted with a (ingle faft in the leaft appli-. 
cable or pertinent to the queftion. His Grace farther inti- 
mated the impropriety of i'ulmiitting nakedly to that Houfe, 

what 
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what ou^t) for die moft obvious realbns, to be kept a pro- 
found fecret. , ^ 

The Lord Chanallor faid,thoughhedid not entirely approve 
of the noble Duke’s motion, as being probably too limited, . 
he had at tb£ fame time what appeared to hi|b a very mate- 
rial obje£tion to make to the amendment, moved by the no- 
ble Earl; becaufe, among other realbns aeainft his Lctdlhip's ' 
motion, that alone hinted by the noble Duke who fpoke laft, 
appeared to him to be a mod cogent one he meant laying 
upon their Lordfliips’ table general inftraflions given to Sir 
G. Rodney, in the year 1779, under which, as he appre- 
hended, every naval ofScer in the Weft Indies and North . ^ 
America was at that very inilant aAing. As to the necef- 
iity of agreeing to the noble Duke’s motion, or of totslly 
rejcAing it, he was not prepared to fpeak, but this however 
appeared tolerably clear to him, that it would be very im- 
proper to agree with the motion made by the noble Earl. 

Lord Saitdivich faid, he ^as not convinced by any thing tyt sns. 
he had yet heard on the fubjed, that he whs wrong; the fame ' 
means might be ufed in regard of the inftruflions, as refpeA- v 
ing any of the other papers moved for ; Ivit'hs the learned 
Lord had entertained a different opinion, he was contented 
to withdraw it. ^ 

The Duke of Chandos faid a few words, declaring his wil- D*lu «f 
lingnefs to edmpromife the matter, and that he had no other ci>»nSo». 
view but the general welfare; and if that objeA was attained, 
he was extremely indifferent refpeding the means by which 
it was effected. * 

The Duke of Grafton wiflied to know, whether the noble Duke of 
Earl was fatished, that producing inftruClions of fo old a CnAm. 
date, might not be. dangerous ; ^hile at xhe fame time they 
would be barren of all efficient information, at leaij fuch as 
would be worthy of the notice of that Honfe. 

Specifications were omitted, and the motion run in fub- 
(lance thus : That copies or extrafls of all inflrudltions, , 

&c. tranfmitted by his Majefty’s Minifters from the year 
1779, to any of his Majefty’s naval commanders, ferving in 
the Weft Indies, or North America, be laid beforo tha^ 
Houfe.” 

Theftxth motion was in fubftance, “ Thi^t all accounts 
received by any of bis Majefty’s. ^([inifters, relative to the ' 
preparations making by France to fend a fquadron' under 
Monf. De Grafte, to the Cbefapeak ; alfb the corrcfpondence 
which paired between $ir Henry Clinton and Estl Cornr 

, , . ■ Wallis, 
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wallis, relative to the information one or both of them might 
have received refpeding the intentions and preparation* 
making by Rochambeau and General Walhington, previous 
to their march into the Jerfiet, on their way towards Vir> 
ginia,” &c. •* * 

Slot- LqpJ Stermnt faid, he hoped the noble Duke would not 
perlift in that motion. He conlidered that the .granting of 
intelligence, Umilar to that now aflced for, was a matter of 
ib important, fo ferious, and fb dangerous a nature, that he 
would not even venture to enter into a iiatement of the rea- 
fons which ftruck him fo forcibly as infuperablc arguments 
againft any fuch motion’s being acceded to, that he was con- 
vinced if they ftruck upon the noble Duke’s njind but with 
half the degree of impreihon that he felt, would be fuf- 
iicient to induce him to withdraw bis motion. It was his 
duty to ol^ed to every motion, whicli threatened danger to 
the interefts of his country ; he thought it necelTary to de- 
clare, that he muft oppofe the ifiotion, if perhlled in, and 
take the fenfe of the Houfe upon it. 

Dufe{ of The Duke of Chandos faid, he was far from being con- 
ChuiSoi. yinced by th^ nqblc Lord’s arguments, that it was either ne- 
ceCiry or prudent to withdraw his motion. He confidered 
it as the ground-work of the whole enquiry, and when it 
was recollefted, that it was neither for copies nor extrads of 
the intelligence that h.-d been received, biij barely the fob- 
fiance, he moved for, and that the latter would remain to 
be digefled according to the wifdom and dilcretion of Minif- 
ters, who would neceil'arily be left to give as much or as lit- 
tle of the comtnunications they had received, as they thought 
proper, he truiled no impartial Petr would be of opinion, 
that the fmalleft danger to the ftate could arife from fuch a 
inotion’i being acceded to. For his part, fo perfeflly was he 
perfuaded of the innocent efTefl of granting it, that he was 
determined, if the noble Lord periifted in oppoling the mo- 
tion, and Hhould be able by his influence to carry it againft 
him, to abandon the enquiry altogether, and give himfelf 
no ^rther trouble about a matter, which he was denied the 
the means to carry in to execution. 

Suk« of The Duke of ^chmond fupportsd the Duke of Chandos, 
XichmonS. was now alked for, was no more than what 

the Journals of the Hqitie Ihewed had been granted in a va- 
riety of inftances ; it had even been granteu this war, with 
regard to the movements of the fleet at Ferrol and Toulon, 
that were lo fail under Mopfieur D’Eftaing, Nay more, it 

bad 
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had been granted to the other Houfe on a very recent occa- 
cafion. His Grace fatd the phrafe and fubftance of the in-' 
telligence, obviated every pofSble objeftion, and was a mo- 
dification unknown to Parliament till the {jrefent fellion. 

He ridiculed the idea of Miniflers dreading that it fhould be ’ 
difeovered that they had any information, though fo much 
money vras paid by the public for that fcrvicc. If the pre- 
fent motion was not carried, it tould not be difeovered that 
Minilters had received intelligence, which they bad neglefted 
to communicate to the ofGcers in America ; a circumnance, 
which he fcrupled not to fay, he flrongly fufpefted, and 
which certainly would not appear in the letters already moved 
for. 

Lord Stormont fald, he was forry the noble Duke and he Lora Star- 
differed fo widely. He trembled, he faid, even at the com- 
mencement of his ftating thofe reafons to the Houfe, for fear 
that, however cautioufly he might proced, he might accumu- 
late frefh danger, and he Ibould tremble ftill more in propor- 
'tion as he proceeded. The noble Duke bad ftated, andtrue- 
ly flated, that copies of the fubftance of tlie^incelligence re- 
ceived relative to the failing of the Toulon and French fleets ‘ 
under the command of NIonlieur D’Eftaing had been laid 
before that Houle, The great refpeft due tp their Lordlhips 
and their proceedings, forbad his calling in queftion in the 
fmallell degree the motives upon which the Houfe had a£tcd 
in that particular; but without charge of indecency, hc 
trufled he fhould be permitted to fay, that the intelligence ; 
then called for, was moftly intelligence colleflrel before -the 
commencement of the war, when wc bad minifters rclident 
in the feveral ports of France, whofe duty it was to colleft 
intelligence, who could not, if they were not very inactive 
indeed, avoid collefling it, and with whom it was pe^e£ll/- 
legal to correfpond. The cafe was widely different in the 
prefent inftance. In regard to the former one, hc fpoke with, 
confidence, becaufe hc related a well afeertained- hiftorical .. 
fa^, when be declared, that to his knowledge, the producing 
of the papers then called f6r, had been attended with grea| 
mifehief to the country, as well'as confequences that muft ba 
Ihocking in the coniiaeration of every mind fufceptible of. 
fenfibility, to thofe afieded by them tpqre immedrately.'The 
difCculty occafioned by that difeovery, was one,, and that a 
very important one, among the many arduous impedimenta 
which thofe who bad ventured to attempt to guide the veffcl , 
of ftate through the prefent dangerous llorni, bad to ftru^> 
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glcwith. Ifthcprcfcnt motions were acceded to, he wa» 
perfuaded this country muft bid. adieu to all hopes of good 
intelligence in future. Let their Lordfhips for a moment 
confer to wKiat it went, the place of deftination of Mon- 
ficur de Grafffc’s fleet ! Good God, was it pofliblc for rati- 
onal men to think a moment, and not recolleft, jthat the def- 
tination of a fleet muft be a fccrct known only to a few ? 
On the nice concealment of the fourcc of intelligence of that 
nature depended all our probability of future luccefs. He 
fccollefted a cafe, which though not immediately parallel 
to that of the motion now under confideration, neverthclefs, 
would ferve to illuftratc it, and which ftruck him as a very 
forcible one. In Lewis the XIVth’s reign, a fccrct projeft 
was determined on, and communicated to three perfons only, 
to the Sovereign, and his two Minifters, Monfieur de Lou- 
vois and Monfieur de Turenne. The Engliih cabinet got 
at it not bv the means that Fraficc imagined. The French 
king, on finding it was difeovered, by the court of Great 
Bntain, faid to Turenne, at Vcrfaillcs, “This fccrct was 
fknowrt to on\y iwo perfons, befidc myfclf, and it has been 
betrayed; l am fare, Turenne, you are incapable of fuch a 
breach of truft, and therefore I know who has been guilty of 
it.” Turenne, whofe mind would not fuflFcr him to bear, for 
a moment, fuch an aggravation of guiltj as* an attempt to 
fliift it upon the Ihoulders of another, faid dircftly, Sire, 
behold the criminal ! I confefs to your Majcfty, that I was 
weak enough to betray it to my miftrefs.” His Lordfhip faid, 
undoubtedly*’ the deftination of Monfieur de Grafle’s fleet 
was not a fccrct of the fame complexion with that entrufted 
to Turcntic and Louvois, but the ftoi»y, he conceived, was 
not ai^ unapt illuftration of the danger of giving an enemy a 
cliance of gueflingwho ivas theperfon that fent intelligence 
of the deflination of their fleets. He concluded with faying, 
if the noble Duke perfifted in his motion, he fl\ould take the 
fenfe of the Houfc upon it. 

The Duke of Manchefter declared he was aftonilhcd at the 
er objeftions offered by the noble Lord in the green ribband ; 
(Key amounted, he faid, to a declaration, that all enquiries 
Aould be.fsuitlcfs, and that the Houfc of Lords was of no 
other' ufe in time of but merely to regifter the Minifter’s 

edicts, ' and wote fuch Supplies as the Premier chofe to aik 
for. His Grace, ridiculed the idea of any danger ariiing 
from its befing ftated, that the fubftance ot intelligence was 
ib and fo. He faid, fuch a mode of giving information 
4 * neither 
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neither pointed out Monfieur De GraiTe’s fecretary, Gene- 
ral Walhington’s confidant, nor the perfon entrufted by 
Monf. de Rochambeau. His Grace informed the Houfe, 
that he had that day received a letter from Paris, Hating, 
that Monf. de»Guichen’s fleet would be ready<o fail the be- 
ginning of the prefent month. His letter, he f^id, was dStted 
the beginning of February, therefore the intelligence might 
be thought c*arly ; but, he' afked, were he to publifh an cx- 
traft from that letter, would it be poffiblc for France to dif- 
cover, whence, or from whom, the intelligence was re- 
ceived ? 

After more deliate, the Houfe divided on the motion ; 
contents 23 ; non-Contents 63. 

The Duke then moved, That there be laid before the 
Houfe, a flare of the different corps employed under lieute- 
nant general Earl Cornwallis, in 1781, fpccifying their 
numbers in January and September, and their refpeftive 
Ioffes and augmentations during that time.” 

I'his was carried without a divifldn. 



Ttji following are authentic Copies of the PAPERSy produced in conference 
of the preceding Motions. 

LETTERS to AMERICA. 

KxiraH of a iMtcr from Lord George Germain to ffir Henry Clinton^ dated 
Whitehall^ Juy 1780. — [Secret,’^ 

T he King read with great fatisfadion your fecrct letter of the I4!h 
ot May, as it informed his Majelly that you dill hal reliance on the 
affurances given you. of the loyal difpolition of the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, though your humane and judicious attention to their fafety had in- 
duced you to reprefs their zeal, until your fuccefa at Chkrles-tr.r^ ’ 
was fure. Lord Cornwallis will, 1 trud, in hia. progrefs remove all 
obfirudions to a free communication between them and thp King's 
troops; and as you propofe leaving under his Lordlhip’a^eommand a 
fufficient force, not only for the defence of South Carolina anal Qfbrgi'a, 
but alfo for any farther a^ive meafurca which may be necelTary, they can# 
not doubt of efiedual and permanent protedion ; and, in {hat confidence, 
will not belitate to avow their loyaltv, and^rm tbemfelves for the defence of 
their country and the re«edabUfiimeA of die conftitution, which cannot fail to 
have fufiicient influence on the wavering and indifferent among the inhabitants 
of Charles-towD ; to fix them in their fubmiffion to legal government, and re- 
VoL.VlI. R tlucc 
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duce the province to fnch a Hate of tranquillity and good order^ as may in* 
dine you and vice-admiral Arbuthnot| as hisMajefiy’scommiffionerF, to refiore 
it to the peace of the king* 

Your difpatches by the packet which I impatiently expedt, will, I doubt 
not give mo much, information upon this fubjedt; for although Mr.Simp- 
fon’s report bears everts mark of candour and accuracy, yet 1 am perfuaded 
a few 'days experience of their happinefs in the change of their ctreumftan- 
ces, and a general declaration of the country people, for th^ refioration of 
the King’s government, will give ground for a more favourable opinion of 
the difpoiitions of the inhabitants of Charles- town. 

“ The land and naval force carried out* by Mr. de Ternay, you' will find 
by niy fecret letter of the 3d May, is not confidcrable, as had been given 
out by the French ; and as rear-admiral Graves’s fiiipsare copper bottoms, 
and he is unincumbered by tranfpotts and fiore-lhips, I have no doubt he 
will reach New Yoik, and join admiral Arbuthnut, before Mr. de Ternay 
can arrive upon the American coaft or land his troops: but even if he (hould 
Jind means to put them on fliore, as admiral Arbuthnot will then be fupe- 
rior to him in (hips, he will fcarccly venture to remain there ; or, if he 
Ihouldj’hc muft feek ihcUer in Bofton, or expofe himfelf to dcftru( 5 lion, Ihould 
admiral Arbuthnot have the good fortune Co fall in with him. In any of 
thefe cafes, 1 trull, you will ftill find an opportunity of profectiting your plan 
of operations in the Chefapeak ; from the fuccefs of which, added to the 
reduftiou of Carolina, I am fanguine enough to cxpe6l the recovery of the 
whole ofrthe fouthern Provinces in the courfe of the campaign. 

** The Heflian and Anfpach recruits being arrived at Portfmouth, they are 
stow (hifting into the tranlports appointed to carry them to America ; and in- 
clofed 1 feud you their embarkation returns, as alfo thofe of the Briiiih, 
which go with them. The whole will fail for New York in a few days.” 

Extra^ of a Letter from Lord George Germain^ to Earl Cornx\}allh^ dated 
Wbitehally ^th November^ 1780. 

•* I had the very great pleafure to receive from Captain Rofs, who arrived 
in London on the 9th of laft month, your Lordihip’s difpatches No. 1 and 
which I immediately laid before the King, who read, with the higheil 
fatisfa^^ion, the raccount contained in the latter, of the very glorious and 
complete viAory obtained by your Lordfhip over the lebels near Camden, 
on the 1 6th Auguft. 

The great fuperiority of theenemy in numbers over the forces under your 
command, his MajeAy obferved, diAtnguiflied this victory from all that have 
been atchieved fince the commencement of the rebellion ; and though it 
ffiight have ^n expeded that the long continuance of the war would have 
incredfed t^c military ftill and difcipUnc of the enemy, your Lordfliip’s com- 
plete fuccefs is a brilliant tcAiniony that the fpirit and intrepidity of the 
Ring’s troops, ^ill always triumph over them ; and that however they may 
exceed in numbers, the vigour a'-d<perftvenince of the Britilh foldiers, will' 
overcome all reriAance,*when led or by an able and determined commander, 
fcconded by gallant and judicious officers. It is therefore particularly pleaf- 
ing to me to obey 'his Majefiy’s commands^ by figuifying to your Lordfhip his 

royal 
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royal pleafure, that you do acquaint the officers and foldiera of the brave 
army under your command^ that their behaviour upon that glorious day is 
highly approved by their Ibvereign ; and you will particularly exprefs to 
Lord Rawdon, Lieutenant-Colonels Webfter and Tarlecon, his ap- 

probation of ihcir judicious and fplrited conduA ; the latter indeed has a 
double claim to praife for his great alennefs in overtaking General 9u];np^r’s 
detachment, before they were apprifed of Gates’s defeat ; and by their 
truAion, rendering the viAory at Camden Aill more deciiive. Captain Rofa* 
fervices.have been rewarded in confequence of your Lordffiip’a recommChda* 
tion with a brevet of Major. 

The fteps your Lorfliip immediately took for the improving your viAory, 
were highly judicious and mult be attended with the moil important con»-< 
qiicnces: nor was your determination to iiiflift exemplary punifhment on 
thofe traitors who bad repeated the violation of their oaths of allegiance^ 
or broken their parole, and taken arms againfl the King, lefs wife or pVo« 
motive of thegreat objeAof the war; the reiloration of the coniiitution, for 
the moil difa^Aed will now be convinced that we are not afraid to puni(h| 
and will no longer venture to repeat their crimes in the hope of impunityi 
ihould they be dcteAed; and thofe who are more moderate, will be led to 
withdraw from. a caufe which is*evidently dediningbetpre it becomes dcfperatei 
and they exj)ore themfelvcs to the confequcnccs they may rcafonably appre- 
hend will fall upon fuch as perfiil in rebellion to the lait. 

The civil regulations you have made for Soqth Uarolina ,as far^as I am in* 
formed of them by your Lordfhip and Mr. Simpfon, appear extremely prp* 
dent and proper ; and I am glad to find they are iatisfaAory to the pier- 
chants here, who are deeply conncAed with that province. Su^h,of j^he 
civil officers as are in England, have received orders to return, and the great- 
ell part will fail with the firft convoy. As the province is not yet reflor<d to 
pence, it is not judged proper to appoint a Governor ; but as the Lieuteoanc 
Governor is going out, he can exercife all the funAions of a Governor in Chief 
in confequence of his Majeily’s commiffion to Lord William Campbell wbicli 
devolves to him; and as it is the King’s wi(h to convifice the people ofAmerica^ 
that no abridgment of their former liberties is intended, but that they will be 
reilored to all the privileges of their former conflitution ; the exercife of fuch' 
powers as it may be fitting to allow the civil authority to poflefs, in the 
prefent fituation of affairs, being in the hands of the conffltutional officii of 
the province, muft have a good efteA. Your Lordfliip will, therefore, ^en- 
deavour to throw the conduA of civil matters into tbeh former cbann^8;^a| , 
far as you (hall judge expedient, to permit the civil officers to aA- .1 impa- 
tiently expeA to hear of your farther progrefs ; and that Sir Henry Clin tou : 
and vice-admiral Arbuthnot, have found means of fending a force into tbe 
Chefapeak, to co-operate with you : for if that be done, I hat^e nqfifibe lead 
doubt, from your Lordfhip’s vigorous and alert movements, tbeAvhole coun- 
try Touch of the Delaware, will be reflorcd to the {king's obedience in j^hn 
courfe of the campaign. 

1 underftand the Congrefs evade aq exchange of the convention tro^ * 
with the garrifon of Charlcs-town, under the pretenge that the time ofli^v^ 
of the grearelt part of it will expire in a little time, and the men will then 
no longer Ibldiers, and not entitled to be coniidered as prifoncri of W 9 ^ 

Ha • ' and 
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pnil as ihe expence of maintaining the people is enormous, fomc means muft 
be tound of relieving the public from it, and couirterafting the chicane of 
that faithlefs body. 

What appears to me ihc moft prafticable mcafures for ihefc purpofes arc, 
the. inducing the prifoners Co enter on board the (hips of war'or privateers; 
or to go* as recruits to the regiments in the Weft Indies; or as volunteers 
to ferve upon the expedition againft the Spanifti fettlements from Jamaica: 
•and 'your Lordftiip will ihcrefoie take the proper fteps for difpoftng of as 
many ot them as pollible in thefe feveral ways, or in fuch others as may 
occur to you as more pradicable and efiedtuai.” 


K'Xirail cf a Letter from Lord George Germain^ ip Sir Hairy Clintor^ dated 
■ January^ 1781. 

On the 28th of laft month, I received your difpatches, No. 109 and 
and one marked llparatc of the 12th November by Lieutenant Colonel Hope ; 
and immediately laid them with their inclofures before the King. You will 
have feen by feveral of my former letters, what high expct5lations were enter- 
tained here of the important efFcfts which the expedition into the Chefapeak 
would have, not oi.ly as a co-opcraiion with Lord Cornwallis, liy facilitating 
his progreis through North Carolina ; but in reducing the rebel force, by 
deftfoying their frorcs, and culling oft* their refources, and at the fame time 
cncouraguig the Loyalifis' to jakeuparms; and in conjunction with the King’s 
trqipps^ doing their uimoft to clclivcr theinfelves from the tyranny of the rebel 
dounitioo, and to recover the country to his Majefty ; you will therefore 
really conceive how great muft have been the concern and dilappointment, 
at lindihg Colonel Fergufon’s mi..fortune was of fuch fatal confeuuence, as 
to mkke it necefftry for Lord Cornwallis to require General Lcilie to quit 
tl\e .Chefapeak, and piocccd to Cape Fear river, inilead ol adv.aicing by 
Jamts river, and crofting Virginia ; and the uneaftnefs was much increafed 
by perceiving from what you fay of the expedition, that no attempt had been 
made to deftroy the rebel ftores at Peterfburg, or to cut oft' any of the fup- 
plies from Gates’s army. This fecond abandonment of Poriiiiouth, after 
lakipg polfellion of it, will, I fear, be produclive of the worft to the 

King"s fcrvicc ; for, by deftroying all confidence in the inhabitants, of receiv- 
ing. permanent aiiQ efteftual fuccour, they will of coiirfe be made more 
bacicw.'ird every w here to efpoufc our ctmfe upon any orcahon ; whereas, could 
any con fide rablc body of Loyalifts have been collc^fed rhere, and joined to the 
troops, the fecret friends of the conflitution would hare taken courage, 
and the flame of loyalty might have extended itfelf to ihofe who only wait for 
^uih an event to declare themfelvcs, and the moll Im; oitant coni'equenccs 
xntght Imc followed ; bur, beftdes, the having , a k ciire prir for our fliips to 
.refort to lor'uipplies, w'ould enable them to continue oa their ftufion, and 
Intercept the whole trade of the bay, and thereby deprive the enuny of all 
^ l^luanccs through ihat^ channel; jnd the cftablirnrncnt of that poft u'ould 
the French from fending any Uoeps there to make a diveriion in favour 
dir.Wafliington or Grates, whi^h there is rcafon to t'xpe<!ft they may do, for 
although the deftinaticn of the armamenr, which I formerly told you, was 
jpreparuTg laft fummer for the Chefupcuk, appears to have been changed on 

account 
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account of its long delay in the ports of France, and ha^ iince been entire- 
ly difperfed by the late dreadful hurricane in the Weft Indies, it is highly 
probable if they fend any troops to North America in the fpring, as our in- 
telligence fays they intend doing, that they will purfue their former pufpofe, 
and fend a part Into the Chefapeak, and fecure tH^c important poll:, when 
they hear we have abandoned it. On all thele accounts I regret exceedingly 
that as Brigadier General Lellle has been called away, you coUld not fpare a 
detachment fr6m New York for fuch important purpoles ; but I truft you wHl 
yet find means of doing it, as the feafon of the year will fecure you againjlt "" 
any augmentation of the French .force in Rhode I Hand, and WalhinglouV 
army muft be greatly reduced by the departure of the tliree-monibs men in. 
0 < 5 'tober, and the lix-moiiths men in January ; and Colonel Bruce will havq 
informed you of the reinforcement intended for your army to be fenc 
out in the winter to Carolina, in order to be at hand to join you in the 
fpring, or go upon any other I'ervice before Walhington’sarmy can be recruit- 
ed, or any French force can arrive upon the coaft ; but ihould you have judg-, 
ed it proper to defer making the detachment, 1 am commanded to acquaint ; 
you, it is the King’s pleafure, you do carry it into execution whenever the * 
king’s feryicewill admit of it. * My opinion of the imponance of the mea- 
fure, and of its great tendency to reduce the rebellion, makes me fo repeat* 
cdly prefs its cxtcution, for the inclofed copy of my circular letter of the 
20th of laft month to the King’s Governors in N/)rth America, and, this 
Weft India illands, will inform you that oiir enemies are increafcd,|and that 
the States of Holland are to be numbered amongit them. Every exertioa 
muft therefore be made to bring the American war to a cdncluiioii ; and eve- 
ry faithful fervant of the Crown and loyal fubjct't is called upon by his Ring' 
and country to ufe his utmoll endeavours for that purpofe. The circum- 
ftances of this country cannot fupport a protrailed war, nor bear to have any 
conlideiablc part of the national llrength remain inadtiye or unemployed: 
every advantage muft therefore be feized, every occafion profited of, and thd 
public fervice be made the great motive and objeft oI all our avTiions. 

The Britidi recruits for your army, confifting of about 1000 are now em- 
barking at Gravefend, and will be fent forward with all polfible difpatch^ 
under convoy of the Warwick and Solebay men of war to Cork, where they, 
will join the 3d, 19th and 30th regiments, ordered to embijjc there, and the. 
whole proceed diredlly to Charlcs-town; Colonel Gould, who command^; 
them, has diredions to put hiiftfelf under the command of Lord Cornwallis, 
cr the officer commanding the King’s troops in the fouihern provinces, . 
till he receives orders from you.” 

JLxtraB of a Letter from Lord George Germain^ to Sir Honry Qinton^ j 5 f. Bm \ 
dated Whitehall^ February *jth^ lySj, 

“ On the 29th of laft month, I received from m^or Eifkine, yonr diC-: 
patch of the i6ih December, No. 1 12, immediately laid it before the. 
King ; and It gave his Majefty particulaf laiisfaftion (o find you had deter** 
mined to replace Mijor General Leflic’s^detachment irl Elizabeth river, by one 
, under Brigadier General Arnold ; with pofitive orderslo eftablifti a permaneitf''‘ 
puft there, and I was able to add to that iktisfadtion, by informing his Ma« 

* ' jefty, 



12^ P A R L I A M E N T ArR y A. 178a. 

jelly, from Major El ftine’s authority, that General Arnold had failed be« 
lore him. * The vice-admiral’s ready concurrence in this moft edential mea- 
furc, and the ftrong convoy afforded, were highly mentoriows, and I truff, 
will encourage you to undertake farther aflive (ervices, in which the co- 
operation of the naval fosree under his command may be neceilary ; and I 
learn with great plcafule, from private letters of the 2 2d December, that 
you were preparing a very coniiderable body of troops, for immediate em- 
barkation ; which, I flatter myfelf, from an expreihon in one'^of your letters 
to Vice-Admiral Arbuihnot, will be employed in Maryland and Pennfylvania, 
in reducing thole provinces to the King’s obedience, while Lord Cornwallis, 
and Brigadier General Arnold fubdue Virgina ; for fuch is beyond all doubt 
the low condition of the Congrefs authority and finances, and fo weak the 
flatc ot Walhington’s army, that little oppolition is to be expefted in that 
quarter ; and none that can refift fuch a force, as, without the leaf! hazard 
to New Vork or Charles- town, may be affcmbled there. You were perfe£t- 
Jy right in your interpretation of the Vice-Admiral’s orders for detaching 
[five ihips to the Well Indies ; and I was happy to find he acquiefeed in 
your judgment upon that occafion. 

Our accounts from F ranee f^, that advice has been received there of Mon - 
"fieur dc Ternay’s failing from Rhode IflanJ the ajth December, with fix 
jj^l df the line, and all his frigates. If this be fo, I trufi Rear-Admiral 
CJraves will hav^ followed him fpeedily to the Weft Indies (for that muft be 
Ternay's deliination) ayd reinforce Sir George Rodney, who in that cafe 
Will ftill W fiiperior to the enemy in thofe fcas, even after Tcrnay and De 
* Iberville’s arrival, the lattei of whom failed from Breft the 9th of lad month, 
Vith ten f4il of the line, and 1 have not heard of any force preparing to fol- 
low fiim. 

am furry I cannot inform you that the tranfporto with the recruits arc 
*' fniled from Coik, where the three regiments arc in readinefs to join them, 
'tut a long continuance of callcrly winds fii ft prevented the fhips getting round 
to Portfinoiuh, and now the wcfterly winds detain them there; but they are 
at Spithead with convoy, ready to put to fca the moment the wind 
'will permit them to fail. I'hc ordnance flore (liip,. which has five thoiifand 
"Hand of arms on board for Carolina, being ftill in the river, I have ordered 
^ three thoufand Hand to be fent by land carriage to Portfniouth, and there 
difirrbuted on bdkrd the tranfports, as I uudcrlrand they are much wanted 
for arming the Loyalifts. 

** They are addicffed to the commander of the forces in South Carolina.” 

MxirftSl of a Letter fm Lord George Gemahi, to Earl Cor 7 ivealIis^ dated WTfite* 
hath Marth 1781. 

.* *1 ' f r I 

**TH¥LORD, 

: I bave had the honour to receive and lay before the King, your Lord- 

>0isp’s difpatch of the i^lth of December from Weymclborough, tranfmitting 
copies of your otvn and Lord R^v^don’s leuers to Sir Henry Clinton and 
Brigadier General Leflij; and his Majcfty obferved with particular fatisfac- 
tion, that you were in jperfefl health when the former were written, and t 
beg leave to add my omx congratulation upon your tordlhip’s recovery. 

'The 
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Thereafons which you aflign for calling General Lcflle rromVIrgInia, are 
founded in wifom and could not fail being approved by the King ; and as 1 
have had the pleafure to learn from Colonel nalfour^ that General Leflic had 
joined yoUf and yon were in motion on the iith of January, 1 make no 
doubt but your Lordibip will by this time have had the honour to recover the 
province of tforth Carolina to his Majefty, and^tam even fanguinv enough 
to hope from your LordAiip’a dillinguiihed abilities, and zeal for the King*! 
fervicc, that the recovery of a part of Virginia, will crown your fuccefles be- 
fore the feamn becomes too intemperate for land operations, as Sir Henry 
Clinton has informed me that he has fent a force under Brigadier General 
Arnold, to replace General Lellic’s at Portfmouth and co-operate with your 
Lordlhip. 

“ I am, &c. 

Geo. Germain.'* 

Copy of a Letter from Lord Georoc Ct^rmain, to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated WToUt^ 
hall,)th of March, 1781. 

‘‘SIR, 

Your letter No. 113. inclofiing a general ftate of his Majefty’s provincial 
fotces ferving under your command; and the report of the deputy infpe^or- 
general of provincial forces of nine battalions, which you have thought wor- 
thy of being recommended to his Majcfty for half- pay and permanent rank 
in America ; has been received and laid before the King. » 

“ The encouragement held out to the ofiicers of the provincial troops of ha- 
ving their rank made permanent in America, and of being intitlcd to half-pay 
upon the redudion of their regiments as ftated in my letter of the a^d Ja- 
nuary 1779, was meant as a reward and compenfation to thofe of his Majefty'a 
faithful American lubje^ls as had fuffered the lofs of their property pn account 
of their loyalty, and had taken or Ihould take arms in his Majefty'i fervicc, 
and Ihould exert themfclves in railing and compleating provincial regiments; 
but it was never the King’s intentions, that thofe ij^dulgencies fliould be ex- 
tended generally to all thofe who held or fliould hold commifljons in the 
provincial corps, nor even to all thofe who came within this difcriptioti 
of loyal American fuft'erers, but to fuch regiments only as Ihould be com- 
pleted to the then clhiblilhmeni of the Britilh regiments wf foot, and (hould 
be recommended to his Majefly by his commander in chief, as being pro- 
perly officered and fit for fervicc. 

“ It is true this rule was in fomc meafurc departed from in the in(laifte*t>f 
the eflabliihmcnt of the Queen’s rangers and the New York volunteers, nei- 
ther of which regiments were compleit when they were recommended to the 
King ; and alfo in the cafe of the voluntecrs'of Ireland, as m^nyo^thc of- 
ficers of that regiment were neither American;, nor had propsffj^r con- 
ne< 5 iions in that country, but then it waS done on account ot the diftinguilhed 
merit of thofe corps, and upon your particular recommendation ; but ia 
cafes in general, where there is no fuch extraordinary merit to claim partictl- 
lar and diflinguilbed murks of favour, it is expeded by his Majefly that all ' 
the conditions fpccified in niy letter of the 23d Jaalary, 1779, before meil-" 
tipaed, Ihould be complied with in order to the officyr^i of the provincial re^« 
4' y tncpti 
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y kf r.t? availing themfckcs of the advantages there held out to them. With 
Ttl]»ect to the Britiib legion, which you recommended to hia Majefiy’s favour 
in your icjiarate letter of the ift June, 1780, and which you again mention in 
your letter of the 18th December, as it appears by a return of that corps, 
dared 31ft December laft, which I have lately received from fouth Carolina; 
that their numbers at tllat time amounted to more than *600 rani)c and 
ftle ; and as they would long Cnee have been greatly over compleat, but for 
the Ioffes they have fuftained in the very active and important fervicc in 
which they have been employed, upon thefe confidcrations, and as a mark 
of his Majefty’s royal approbation of the gallant behaviour of this corps, 
ondof the ferviccs of that very deferving officer, Lieutenant Colonel Tarlcton, 
who commanded it ; the King has been graciouCy plcafcd to approve of 
your recommendation of the Britilh legion tor permanent rank in America ; 
and the officers will be recomniended to parliament for half-pay, whenever 
the corps ihall be reduced : and it is his MajeCy’s pleafure that you do take 
the earlieC opportunity of making known to them thefe his gracious intentions. 
And as it appears by the deputy infpe<'':ur-gencrars report, that the King’s 
^ynericati regiment (which ftands firfl upon the lift of thofe you have recom- 
tnended) was raifed at a very early^ period of the rebellion, and was nearly 
compleated in a ffiort time, and has fince been conftantly employed in adtive 
fefricc in the field, where it has more than once been diftinguilhed for 
m gallant and fpirited behaviour in affion, particularly at the affair at Rhode- 
Ktandoa tlve 29th of Auguft, 1778, under the command of Major General 
tifpn hit Majefty has been pleafed to approve of your recommendation of that 
regiment to be put upon the Amtrican eftabliffiment, and you will be pleafed 
to notify it accordingly. But in future it is his Majefty’s pleafure that no 

C QivIftcial regiment Ihould be recommended to him for permanent rank and 
If'pay that is not aftiially compleat to lo companies, confifting of 70 men 
Vi^nk and file each, with a due proportion of officers ; anlll whenever any regi- 
fliall be fo recommended, I am to defire you will give diredtions to the 
iltfpedior*genrral of provincial torces, or his deputy; to report fpecially upon 
the merit of each com^milfion officer, iiatilig the place of his birth, the 
wme of his rcficlence in North America, if not a native of that country ; his 
ocriipation and place of refidence ; and whether he has fuffered in his 
^yroperry on account of his loyalty; in order that the King may fee how far 
elUblilhing otj^tuch regiment will come up to the original intention of the 
/ f^fcouragment held Out to the provincials by the new regulations. 


‘‘ I am, &c. 


“ Geo. Germain.” 


JSjr/ra^ii/' a^Luier from Z.orti Georgr Germain to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated 
"T liliitehaU^ *^th March^ 1781. 

C •*Thc revolt of the Pjnnfylvania line and J(irfey brigade, though not attend- 
ed with all the good conlVquenccs might have been expedfed, are certain* 
4 y events of verv great importance, and muft have very extenfiveeffedts both in- 
reducing Waftiington’s hrefent force, and preventing its being recruited by 
levies; and as I d(fcbt not you will avail yourfclf of his weaknefs and 
^ your 
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your own grc&t fuperiority to fend a copfiderable force to the head of the 
Chcfapeaky as foon as the feafon will permit operations to be carried on in 
chat quarcer. 1 flatter myfelf the fonthern ''provinces will be recovered to 
his Majell;y’s cbedience before the long protnife^ fuccourt (none of which 
are yet failed) can arrive from France; and Mr. Walhin^oDf unable to 
draw fubfidence for his troops from the well tide of Hudfon’s Kiver, be com- 
pelled to croTs ity and take refuge in tho eafterrt provinces. 

I am very anxious to hear of Lord Coniwalli9'*s progrefs, fince General 
Leflie joined him ; 1 have no doubt his movements will be rapid and de* 
ciilve; for his Lordftiip appears* to be fully itnprefled with the abfolute nC- 
ceiTicy of vigorous exertions, in the fervice of his country in its prefenc 
circumftances. 

“ The fuccefs of General Amold*s enterprise up James-rivi^, whteh 
the rebel news-papers confirm, muft greatly facilitate his Lordihip^s 
tions, by cutting off Green’s fupplies, and obliging the militia Co return to 
take care of their oiyn property. 

Indeed it is a plealing, though at the fame time a mortifying refleAjbir» 
when the duration of the rebellion is coniidered, which arifes from the vietv 
of the return of the provinci&l forces you have tranfmttted ; that theAnij^'* 
rican levies in the King’s fervice, are more in number than the wholibf the 
inllfted troops in the fervice of the Congrefs. 

I am very glad to find, by the lift of the officers releafed, th^t the 
changes have been tarried fo far ; but as it appears from Mr. \^A 0 liagto^*ft 
laft letter to you, that they will not be carrfcd on Farther, the meafW'of 
inlifting their prifoners for fervice in the Wefi-Indies (hould be adopted 
immediately. ' . * ’ 

“ I am forry to acquaint you, that the general prevalence of wefterly wiirds^ » 
for thefe laft two months, has prevented the NVarwick and Sblebajr, with 
their convoy, from getting farther than Plymouth, where they are filU de- 
tained." 


Extras ef a Letter from Lord Qeorge Ghyrtain^ to Sir Henry Cllnttm\ didted 
Whitthall^ Zlfi Marcli; 1,781. ' ' t 

44 SIR, . - ; 

V.ngtheKing’swilh toincrcafcthcflrength’ofydilr anny, by ewjr 
means in his power, coniiftent with other important fervices^ and to- fthdt 
you the reinforcement as early as poflible, that you itisiy avail yourfelf of h* 
in the next campaign, which, it is hoped, from the exenionf you ^raD bh? 
enabled to make, will be the laft in North America. A corps of light in** 
fantry, formed agreeable to the inclofed eftablidimcnt,«has wen ftipulated 
for with the Hereditary Prince of HeiTe, which "'it is by' thia 

time, arrived at Brehiner Leke, the place of embarkation whCj^lfo,' it ist 
expeded, ace aiTembled 850 Heffian recruits, 60 Hanau, $00 Anba 1 C' 2 ^rbft„ 
2;o Anfpacb, and iro Waldeck, mj^l^ing in the VholeMi hody of upwasdn 
2600 men ; and although foine of them belong to corps in Canami, 
whole arc ordered to Mew-Ybrk, aod*piit under wur command. fV?; 

** Itis not, however, the King^s intention th« the German corps in 0 i« 
nada, flioutd be deprived of their recruits, by it is left to you 
them forward when you think fit.— lam, 

V.L. VII. “ Geo. Gee main/’ 

• Extras. 
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Extra^ of q Litter from Lori George Germain^ to Sir Henrj Clinton^ K, 5 . 
dated WhiUhidlj ^th Aprils 1781. 

s I R, 

*‘Si.npc my letters toyofl by the March packet^ I have received yours of the 
j24th of P'cLru^^ry, by a priva'e llilp, and was much a*armed by the cxna^t 
from the news^^aper inclofed in It, which gave an accour t of Colonel Tarle- 
tonts having received a check. I however had the fatisfac^lion to find, by 
dilpatc^ies 1 received three days afterwards froip Lord Cornwallis and Colonel 
Eiai£a|J,r, that although the news-paper article was well rounded, yrt his 
XfOrd())ip ’3 qper4tion6 had not been fulpeiuled : Lnt th:it after i bt. ining two 
advantages over the rebels, in one of which Colonel Tar.ett n cun manded, 
Lordfltip had pafTed beyond Salem in Noith^Carolm i ; the li tlc opedi- 
tipn to Cape Fear appears alf to have had all the lucjcfs lud gotul tfilds 
pypcd.cd from it; jind as lam informed bv the mailer of the fliij* wh© 
brought me your lctt/;r, that the tranfporr^- were fallen, down to rccetre the 
tr^pB'you intended fending into the Chefapeak, I have the firongeft cx- 
pc 4 t;iiiops, that thropgh General Arnold’s co operati'm, the whole country, 
lo/r^e weft of Jamcs-iiver, is, by this tiiae, recovered to his Majefty’s 
'Ihe Extraordinary Gazette, pub-’ftuul at New-Yoik the 3c of 
February^ fmoid its way o Eng! nd fome litoe before that vvh.ch )ou in- 
; <md aS fh.e truth hf the account it contained could net be doub ted, 
Jt gavp. Vge'hcr.il and great fatisfat^iion. Your tranfmiflinn of it, however, 
gives it the authenticity it wanted, and I have, in confequence, received 
fChe King’s commands* to fignify to you his Majefty’s plcafijrc, that you do 
neouaiftt Brigadier-Gcneral-Arnold, Colonel Simcoe, and the other officers 
gnnfaldicrs under bjft command, ’hat their contfuft anr” behaviour are ap- 
pipycd by bis Majftfty. Some private accounts, which I have feen, and 
appear to tle/Vrve cr.cdit, repreCnt the inhaldram? •'s refufing all obe- 
dience to the ufurped powers, and eagerly fulic'ring for arms, and an oppor- 
tunity of ufing them in tonjunftion with the King^s forces, for the reftora- 
I Hop® found means to make their cir- 

citmftauces and" defires .known to .you, ,for, in the prefent low condition of 
Wafhington’s army, the opportunity of aflifting them is as favourable as 
l^e willjed. 'Qur >iritelligence from France, gives us rtafon to believe 
UjO paVt' pf the land or fea force, that has been fo long preparing at Breft, 
-^ill fent dire^ly to North- America. A fleer, conliftiiig of 26 fail of 
the^^ifie, under (be command of the Count de Grafle, and tranfporrs with 
ifrons.^even to i2,opa I^nd forces, were ready to fail the aoih of lail month, 
0^4;;^ U \s faidy ithey did fail on the 22d. Six of thele Ihips, and 3000 of 
. jtbe;tt«o(>s^c to s;o,to :the Eaft Todies, and all the others to the Weft Indies, 
ivhpre-tliefl^flanas are in grestt diftrefs for want of fupplies, none of any 
|ippp,itap(;e having reached them from France this year ; and their ulual re- 
. fqmrces. through St. Ruft^tius being^ept off by the capture of that iiland, 
the. ^tcoefs of the feafon will, 1 imagine, prevent Monlieur ue GraiTe 
undertaking any thing aga||Pl^ the King’s pofleffions there; but it is probable, 
^fopnas be has thrown applies into the feveral ifiands, he will proceed 
.to North-America, and ioi^ the French forces at Rhode-Iiland, and endea- 
vour to revive the. expiring ls;ufe of rebellion ; but as Sir George Rodney's 

force 
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force is but littk inferior to his, and he will be watchful of his motions, I 
am not apprehenfive he will give him time to do you any material injury, 
before he comes to your fuccour. 

** The packet you informed me, was to fail in ^few days after the private 
lliip, is not yet arrived, • . . 

“ Our grand fleet. Under Admiral Darby, was waiting; off Cape Clear the 
25th of lall i;nonth, for the vidfuallers from Coik, which were detained 
there by c ontrary winds, but we hope they got out on the 26th. 

I am happy to learn, from private letters, that the aflbeiated refugees alfe 
fully fenlible of the kind attf*ntioh you have Ihewn them ; and exprefs great 
impatience to fliew their zeal for the King’s fervice, byfome vigorous attack 
upon the fca coafts of the revolted provinces, which fhe want of fliippinil 
only prevents them from undertaking. Should the ndmiral continue to find 
it difficult tofupply them, I could wiffi ySu would enable them to purchafe 
what may be neceffary, rather than they ffiould remain ina£five ; and aU 
though I only defired rations for them while they were in aftual employment^ 
it will be equally ncccflary to furuiffi them with them while they arc collect- " 
ing and preparing for fervice, and to allow them to give to all fuch as may 
join them upon their expeditiorfs.” 

KxtraSl of a Later from Lord George Germain^ to , <SfV Henry Clinton^ K* 
da^d IVhitehall^ 2 d May ^ 1781. , • 

** By the mail of the Mercury packet, I received, oil the acth of laft. 
month, your difparchcs, numbered from 118 to 122 ; one of thc*^ 28th Feb- 
ruary, one of the iff, two of the 8th, and one of the 9th March, m&rked 
feparate, and immediately laid them before the King, A vefflel, fcnt ex- 
prefs by Vice Admfral Arbiithiior, from the Chefapeak, had arrim the 
day before, and brought the very agreeable and important Ihtdligence of 
his having defeated ihc French Admirals projeiSt, of carrying his iqiiadronL 
and a detachment of French troops to attack Genaral Arnold, in concert 
with the rebel forces ; and of the arrival of Major-General Phillips in Tames 
river, with his reinforcement. The plan of the enemy was certainly jtir , 
dicioufly laid, and if Admiral Arbutlinoc had not had the good forliinc to 
overtake the French fleet before they entered the Chefapt^k, thedeffruc- ' 
tion of General Arnold and his fmall corps, would probably have been cf» * 
fe6\eH, which muff have put a flop to Lord Cornwallis s prdgrefs, and blafi- . 
ed all our hopes of recovering the fouthern provinces this campaign. 
though, therefore, I greatly regret that all the French fhips efcaped, I re- 
joice exceedingly in the fuccefs we have had, as it has delivered us from 
fuch great and imminent danger, and given confidence to ouf hoi^ that 
Lord Cornwallis will be able to effofil: a jumSlion with General Phill'ipsi whofe 
co-operation, with the confiderable forcefhe commands, muff greatly facili- ^ 
tate his appror.ch, and, by convincing thtLoyalifu tlfat the recovery of the V 
fouthern provinces is the unalterable oflpiff of the Kind’s ineafures, 
them to exert themfelves for the accomplifliment bf it. Indeed, had We 
any doubt of the wifdom of the prefent plan of iJifliing the war in 
quarter, and of the vaft importance of the poffelfi^ of Virginia, the 
du£t of the Rebels would confirm us in our judgment, for they could not 
give ilroDger proofs of the high opinion they enterfained of its importance, 

S 2 * than 
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than by the great eftbrts* they made, and the hazards they ran in their at- 
tempts to preferve it ; as nothing lefs than the anprehenfion of the moil fatal 
confequences to their caufe, from its lofs, could have prevailed on them to 
detach fo large a part of Mr, Wafhington’s bell troops to fuch a diftance, at 
a time when his army t^tis fo greatly reduced, and fo earl^ in the feafon, 
that n6 draughts from the militia could be brought to join him, and thereby 
expofe his polls on the Hudfon's-rlver to your attacks, when the little force 
that remained with him, could not enable him to give them hopes of relief. 
Conceiving, therefore, fo highly as I do of the importance of the fouthern 
provinces, and of the vail advantages whichmull attend the profecution of the 
war upon the prefent plan from fouth to north it was a great mortification 
to me to find, by your inllru^lians to Major-Gen* Phillips, ^ hat it appeared to 
be your intention, that only a part of the troops he carried with him ihould 
remain in the Chefapeak, and tbatborh he and Gen. Arnold fhould return to 
TJew-York, leaving only a fuflicient force to ferve for garrifons in the pods 
they might edablifh in Virginia. Your ideas, therefore, of the importance 
of lecovering that province, appearing to be fo different from mine, I 
thought it proper to alk the advice of his Majeily’s other fervants upon the 
fubjed, and their opinion concurring entirely with mine, it has been fub- 
^"micted to the King; and I am commanded by his Majelly to acquaint you, 
that the recovery of the fouthern provinces, and the profecution of the war 
from fouth to north, to be conhdered as the chief and principal objed for 
the cmpbynient of the forces under your comm,iiid, which can be fpared 

from the defence of the places in his Majelly’s pofleflion, until it is ac- 
coitipliihed : but as it might be dangerous to the health of the troops to 
carry, on ofienfive operations to the^fouth of the Delaware in the fummer 
months, and that being* the fitted feafon for attacking the enemy’s pods 
upob the Hudfon^-river, anno)ing the New E/igland provinces, his 
leaves you at full liberty to employ the troops in any offenfive under- 
taking to the north of the Delaware, at fuch times as you fliall judge it im- 
' proper to continue thepi in the field uj;^ri adive fervice to the fouth of it ; 

' npr is it the King’s intention to redraih you from availing yourfelf of any 
favourable event, or change of circnmdances, which may happen at any 
'Other umein the ^northern provinces; it being only his Majedy’s purpofe 
. that the war lho{ild be conduded upon a permanent* and fettled plan, always 
ferprinj; and preferving what has been recovered; and not, by djfultory en- 
terprizes, caking p ifTcfilons of places at one time, and abandoning them at 
another, which never can bring the war to a concluiion, or encourage the 
' p^ple to avow their loyalty, and exert their endeavours to relieve them- 
iclves from the tyranny of the rebel rulers, and enable his Majedy to re- 
idore to them their cenftitiltional liberty, which is the mod fervent wilh of 
111* rOfM^reaft. 

** I daily exped to hear that thp German troops are failed from Bremer 
\ where thofe wj^ich were eiparked atStade, have been ordered to 
' antf the whole to proefejd together to New- York# 

V The three re|;imcnt8 from, I reland, and the Britifti recruits that went 
with them, are, 1 trudf! well on their way by this time to Charles-rown ; 

' and as Sir George Rocney will bring you three more regiments from the 
Leeward Iflands, bisforV the hurricane months, the augmentation W your 

force 
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force mufty I (hould think, be equal to the mmolt of your wiflies, and 
clearly prove to you, how eflential ao obje6t the recovery of America is to 
this country; and that hia Majefty’a entire convtflion, that the mofi valu- 
of it may be recovered in this campaign, has excited him to make 
the utmoft eS&rts to fupply you with a forco; fully fufticient for the 
purpofc. 

The reduction of the fouthern provinces mull give the death wound to 
the rebellion^ nocwithftanding any aHiflance the French may be able to give 
it ; and if that were the cafe, a general peace would foon follow, and thie 
country be delivered from the moil biirthenfome apd extenfive war it ever 
was engaged in, As fo much, therefore, depends upon our fuccellbs ift 
America, you cannot be furprized that^he eyes of all the people of £1^ 
land are turned upon you ; nor at the anxiety with which the King and all 
his fervants wait for accounts of your movements ; and as I am moft im* 
mediately ioterelled of any of them in your fuccefi, you will, I hope, oai* 
cufe the earneftnefs and frequency of my exhortations to decifion in couo* 
cil, and aAivity, vigour and pcrfeverance, in execution of his Majcfiy-e 
pleafure, which you are now fully informed of. 

have communicated to^he Lords of the Admiralty, your lispai^ 
letter of the 20th of February, ard I am fure that their Lordlhipa will 
do every thing in their power to encreafe the number of frigates o ntbe 
American flation, and to (Irengthen the iquadron,, that the Admiral 
at all times, have it in his power to furnilli fiifficlent convoys.'^ 

ExtraB of a Letter from Lord George Germain^ Sir Heniy Clinton^ iaud 
JVhitehall^ the id of May ^ 1781,— ‘[-Sircrer.] * 

‘‘ Since 1 clofed my letters to you by this packet, I have received certain in- 
format^n that the French court haveTentto diffuade the Congrefs, by alVtnijeim 
from making any attack upon Canada or Nova-Scotia, until they had drivw 
the King’s forces out of the Thirteen Provinces. They except, howcvCTj, 
Halifax and Penobfeot, which they are very defiroift of getting pofleffion of, , 
and probably may attempt one of them, if their naval force Should becfimo ' 
fuperlor to ours in the Ncrth American Teas, in the courfe of the fummer; 
you will therefore apprize General Macleane (whofe ill Hate of health I am 
extremely forry to hear of) of what is meditated by th^ enemy, and give 
particular attention to thofe very important places*’^ 

• 

Extract of a Letter from Lord George Germain^ to Sir Heniy Clinton^ 
Whitehall^ the of June ^ 1781. 

sir; • 

The German troops, I hope, will have reached New Vorlfl&cfore the 
packet, by which this goes, can arrivevherc. 1 inclofe the* embarkation rt- 
jurn, with a copy of General Faucittjk letter to Lbrd Stormont, tranfinit^ 
ting it, by which you will fee that the number now on their way, added to 
thofe of the laft year’s complement, wVich were eirly feut out in thiVi to- 
gether with the Britifli regiments and recruits fent ip Carolina, exceeds 6000 
effedive men from Europe, for the augmentation .of your army in the pfe- 
fent campaign, a force, when added to your fvrmer numbers, I trail will 
give you a decided Hiperiority over the French and Rebels, and prove the 
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means of your reducing to the King^s obedience, the grcateft part of the 
Country to the fouth of the Dflaware, in the courfe of this camp.iign. 

“ Lord Cornwallis has, indeed, done every thihg in CaroHna that prudence, 
vigour, and activity, could effect with hi^ force, and ^M-ijor-Geheral 
Phfllipaf remains and co-(?^erates with hirh in Virginia, I have not the leaflt 
doubt of the rebellion being extinguifhed at this day, in all parts fouth 
6f James-river, and impatiently except to tecelve a(ic6iihfs frpm his Lord- 
IKip to that puTpofe/' 

ExtraB of a hotter from Lor^ George Germain^ to Earl CorrrjjaWsy elated 
IVljitebally i^tbjiinc^ 1781. 

The rapidity of your movements through a country fo thinly inhabited, 
and fo little cultivated, is juftly matter .of aUonilhment to all Europe, ds 
well as to the rebels in America ; and although they appear to make every 
ptiflible exertion to oppofe your jDrogrefs, and condufl: their enterprizes in 
C^folina, with more fpirir and (kill than they hdve fliewn in any othei^ part 
of Amcricii, his Majclly has fuch confidence in your Lordihip’s great 
military talents, that he enierta'ns no doubt «f your fulfilling his ntmofi cx- 
^j^ations, in the courfe of the campaign, efpecially, as from the hafppy dc< 
fekt of the French fleet from Rhode Ifland, by Admiral Arbuthnot, and 
t’H'6 arrival of a confideiwiblc reinforceinent in the Clicfapeak, under Ma^or 
General Phillips, the Rebels’ hope of fuccour rauft be fraftrated, the L6yal* 
ifls encouraged, and any troops that Greene might be liable to affemble, ex- 
poTed to the attack of two armies. 

Lwas, indeed, much 'alarmed upon reading the copy of Sir Henry Clin- 
ton’s inftrudiops to General Phillips, to return, with the greateft part of 
hii force, to New York, if he did not receive orders from your Lordlhip, 
left you might nor fpecdily^have had an opportunity of communicating 
with him ; but your late victory at Guildford, will, I trufi, have opened 
the country more to yo\i, and afforded you an occafion of taking him and 
^ Mi whole force under your command, and employing it as a co-operating 
army, until the fouthern provinces are reduced, or the feafon becomes too 
iliteoipcrate for a^ive forvicc ; for it is the King’s firm purpofe to recover 
tbefe provinces, ^nd to pufh the war from fouth to north, fecuring what is 
ebtiqbered as wc go on ; and not, by defultory enterprizes, taking p^fleilion 
of places at one time, and abandoning th^m at another ; and I have fignU 
fied jkis Majefty’s pleafurc to Sir Henry Clinton to this effedt.’* 


Coh pf a Letter from Lord George Germain, to Sir Henry Clinton, dated If ljite^ 
" . hall, e,th June, 

afTembly of Georgia has fl*\vn fo much loyalty and artaefiment to 
the King and %h^ conftKution, and^t fo good an exafmple to the other pro- 
vings, which may be refiored to the King’s peace, that great at ten lioti ih 
due to the fafety and colnfortof the* inhabitants^ and care ihuft be taken to 
guard liiein from the .efefls of the enmity of the rebel partizans, which 
'^tjbeir meritorious conduftV^^I probably excite. Many murders have already 
been committed on the' fhocier fcttlcrs, and plantations deftroyed, which 

has 
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has occafianed ‘Sir James Wright, the Governor, to embody lixty of the 
militia, who mount, arm, and fupply tkcmfelvcs wit*' provifions, at no 
very exorbitant rate, and who he propofes to employ in parujs, kerping a 
continual watch tUpon the frontiers ; as this mcafuy; prqmifes to keep the 
province in quiet, and makes no demand upon your force, the King has ap- 
proved it, and I am conunanded to fignify to you his Mqclb *s piealiirc, 
that you do order the faid corps^io be paid according to its eftablilhment, and, 
coiuii'ued on foot until the province of Carolina is reftored to the peace of 
the King.” 


Cr/fy of a Letter from Lor^ George Germain^ to Sir Hemy Clinton^ dated White* 
hall^ bth Jtiue^ 1781. 

‘‘SIR, 

“ After I had clofcd my letters, which go by this cqnveyanlte, Captain ^ 
Broderick arrived with difpatches from Lord Cornwallis and Colonel Bal- 
fnir, the cont'*nt> of ivhich I heed not repeat to you, as you will have long 
lince been fully inTormed of every thing that has pafTed itv that quarter. I : 
fliall therefore only obferve, in addition to all I have hitherto written upon : 
the fubje-!’^, that I am well pleafed to find Lord Cornwi^llis’s opinion entirely . 
coinlidcs with mine, of the greaJ importance of pufliing the vvar on thefidc,^«^ 
of Virginia, with all the force that can be fpared,^ until that province is rc* 
diicf-d. it if he polfible to do it, before the Icafon becomes too intcRiperatq 
for .i6llve operations there. The troops from 1 1 eland will, I hope, have^r- , 
rived in good time to join his Lordfhip, or form another army under I^ord 
Rawdon, ro drive the enemy out of the upper country, while Lord Corn- 
wallis and General Phillips are employed in reducing the Ipwer parts ; for 1 
plainly fee there mufl be great exertions and conftant co-operations of differ- 
ent and powerful corps, to effect this mofl eifential fervice. — L am, 

“ G^e o. G e r m a 1 w.” 

of a Letter font Lord George Germain^ to Sir Henry Clinton ^ dated 
Whitehall j phijuly^ 1781. 

“ By Colonel Leland, who arrived here the 23d of lafl month, I received , 
your difpatches numbered, from 123 to 129 indufive, and one dated the 
27th July, without any number, and immediately laid them before the 
King, 

“ It gave his Majcfly much fatisfadlion to find by thofe difpatches, that . 
you had fo fully adopted the plan fuggefled to you, of pufliing the war to 
the fouthw'ard, with all the force you could fparc from the defentc ofvNew- 
York, and your purpofe of glvijig the inhabitants an opportunity of pro- 
ving the fincciiiy of iheir profeflions, byfeoiningthe jonfulcrable body of . 
troops yuu intend carrying there, enurj^y coincides withliis Majefty's 
wiflies. 

“ The three regiments and the thoufand liritifh recruits from Ireland, werfe, 

I truft, arrived at Charles-town betore your difpjftchcs left New-York;^ 
and it would not be long before the 2800 Germans^ were with you. The 
arrival ot thefe reinforcements will, 1 hope, enabld you to proceed imme- 
diately in the execution of your purpofe, without waiting ^r the three rcgt- 
1 menta 
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ments from the Weft-Indies; for I do no cxpe6l they will join you before 
the feafon for offeniive operations there is over^ when 1 have reafon to be* 
lievc the French fleet will pufti for North America, and Sir George Rod- 
ney will certainly followAhcm, to prevent them from giving you any inter- 
juptioh in your operations ; and to enable him the better to effeS it. Admi- 
ral Digby will carry out with him a reinforcement of three fliips of the linc,^ 
)o the American f<][uadron.*’ 

JExtraJl of a Letter from Lori George Gtrmain^ to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated 
llhitehall^ ^th July^ 1781.— [Pr/W^.] 

I received your private letter of the 30th of April laft ; I never failed of 
‘doing j uftice to your zeal in the King’s fervice, and I am perfuaded you 
exeited your beft endeavours for bringing the rebellion in America to 
happy coDclufion. You will forgive me if my earneft wilhes for attaining 
Jib defirable an objedt, make me perpetually foheitous, that no poflible op- 
portunity may be loft of attempting fome dccifive operations againft the 
Utmry* or the pofleffions of the Rebels. The progrels alieady made in the 
igChefapeake, and the advantages }ou may Iiope to derive irom the different 
^detachments fent to Virginia, piomi'c more towaids bringing the foutherii 
btoloaies to obedience, than any offenflve operation which has been undei- 
lldten ip the courfc of the war, and it is highly fatisfatWy to me, that, 
^||p0n this important occaHon, you had anticipated his Majefty’b commands. 

** And you may depend upon finding every attention on my parr, to thofc 
re<juifitions which you may have occauon to make. 

The variety of fei vices now carrying on in d>fierent p^rts of the world, 
mull account for the difappointments you fometinin*^ futfer ; but you may 
aflured, that every department 6f government is anxious to furnifh you 
with themoft efrc£tiial means of carrying on the war with honour to your- 
and with advantage to the ftatc,” 

'BtetraS of a Letter from Lord George Germain^ to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated 
Whitehall^ July^ 1781 . 

• •*Rcar-admi¥al Digby being ftill detained at Portfmouth by contrary winds, 
2 have the opportunity of acknowledging by him the receipt of the dupU- 
imte of your difpatch, No. 130, and alfo of your fepaiate letter of the 9th 
j^e, which 1 loft no time in laying before the king, and it is with the 
moft unfeigned pleafure 1 obey his Majefty’s commands, in exprefling to 
his royal appiobation of the plan you have adopted tor ptofecuting the 
wat^ i^l^^the pi ovinccb fouth of the Delaware, and of the fuccoors you have 
furoifhed, and the infti unions ycwu have given for carrying it into execution. 
The copies of the very importap corrcfpondcnce which fo fortunately ft 11 
into your hands, in^lofed m yq^r difpatch, fhew the rebel affairs to be al- 
defperace, and that nothing but the fuccefs of fome extraordinary en- 
^terprize, can give v^our and activity to their caufe, and I confefs 1 am 
fweil pteafed that thejThave fixed upon New York, as the object to be at- 
tempted, as 1 have nM the leaft doubt, but that the troops you had remain- 
ing with you, after tn^mple rcinfomements you io judicioufly fent to the 
ChefapeSk, would be fully fufficient, under your command, to repel any 

force 
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force the enemy coiilJ bring agaihft you, and when the troops from Ire- 
land and Germany arrive, muft place you in a condition, not only to act 
defenfively, but to take advantage of any favourable circumflances which 
Lord Cornwallis’s exertiond and the dillrefs ot the enemy may produce. 

The purpofc bf the enemy was long known herd# and Sir George^Kod- 
rey has been apprized of it, and will certainly not lofe light of Monfieiir 
de (jraffe. The very proper Hep you took of traiifmitting him- copies of 
the letters yoil had iniercepred, muft contiim him in the refolution he had' 
taken in Confequence of the former intelligence ; but as in a matter of fo 
great moment, no precaution Ihciuld be omitted, or poffible contingency 
unguarded againft^ extradls of the intercepted letters Will be fent to him' 
from hence, and precife inftruftions g'ven to him to proceed direftly to 
North America, whenever Mr. de (jialTe quits the Leeward Illands. I can- 
not dole this letter without repeating to you the very great f.itisfadion your 
difpatch has given me, and my moft entire and hearty coincidence with you 
in the plan you have propofed to Lord Cornwallis for diftrelling the Re- 
bels, and recovering the fouthern provinces to the King’s obedif nee, an 4 , 
us his Lordfliip, when he received your letters of the 8th and i ith Junej will 
have fully feen the rcafonablenejs of it, I have not the leaft doubt but hia 
Lordfliip has executed it with his wonted ardour, intrepidity, and fuccefs. 

ExtrnH of « hettn from Lord George Germain^ to^ Sir Henry Clinton^ daled 
JVbiuhall, 2d of Augu ft ^ 1781. ^[Mojl fecrct*\ • 

Monfieur Dc GralTe’s arrival in the Wert Indies having been much lat- 
er than intended, will probably delay his appearance in North America 
beyond the tiuie he was expeded by Mr. Walhington and the Count De 
Rochambeau, when r^ey had their conterence and their plan of operations 
was fettled ; and I trurt, that as Sir George Rodney knows his d^jltina'tion, 
nnd the French acknowledge his flfips fail better than theirs, that he will 
get before him, and be in readinefs to receive him, when he comes upon 
the coaft. • 

The abfolute rcfufal of the French Court, to fend any more troops to 
North America, even in fulfilment of their promife ; and the pubic declara- 
tion of Mr. De Rochambeau, upon his landing at Rhodc-illand ; mud dc'- 
troy the confidence theCongrefs had placed in their ally, and greatly heighten 
the chagrin Mr. Wafliington muft have felt from the rejeAion ol his former 
plan. » 

“ Thefe circumfiances are mbit favourable for the King’s affairs, as they 
may equally ferve to bring on a negociation, and give you advantage in your 
operations. You now authentically know the utmoft of the French force, 
which Mr. Walhington can avail himfelf of, and the way in which he- only 
can ule it, in order to get it to join him he has been obliged fo confetic 
that Rhode-ifland ihould be evacuated, ind to allow Mr. De Barras^* fqua- • 
dron to retire to Bofton, if A<lmiral AfAUthnot fuftet-s then to get there. .* 
The junaioii of the French troops with the Americans, will, I am perfuacU 
cd, foon produce difagreemeuts and difeontenrs, aud that Mr. Walbingtbii ■ 
will find it necelfary to feparr,tc them very fpeedil^', either by detaching 

y OL. VII. t ' the 
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the Americans to the fouihward, or fuffering the French to return to Rhode- 
ifland : the former tneafure, I think, moft likely to be adopted, if he can 
prevail upon the troops of the northern provinces, to crofs the Delavyare ; 
but, I truft before that can happen, Lord Cornwallis will have given the 
loyal inhabitants ihe ofjjMrtunity they have fo long ago earneftly deiired, 
of avowing their principles, and (landing forth in fupport of the King’s 
meafures for reftoring the conflitution ; and (hould they, as we have rca- 
fon to expert from their profeAiorts, take arms in confiderable numbers, I 
fee nothing to prevent the recovery of the whole country to the King’s 
obedience, and in that happy event, the Carolinians would fpeedily return to 
thek duty. I am in-patient to hear of the arrival of, the Warwick and 
Solebay, with their convoy, at Charles town ; where I prefume, ihey would 
find orders to leave fuch a re inforcement with Lord Rawdon, as the fitua- 
tion of affairs in Carolina and Georgia might render neceflary, and proceed 
' ivitli the reft to the Chefapenk or New-York. 

If they go to the Chefapeak, and after the arrival of the Germans 
yoa (liould not think it necellary to bring them to New^-York, they will en- 
able Lord Cornwallis to form a feparate army, while he moves on to the 

- Head of Elk with his own, which would be the moft certain means of 
fttcceeding throughout, and would be in effeft the complete execution of 

plan, which his Majefty has fo entirely approved; and fhould they 
\ Utve come toNcw-Yoric, 1 flatter myfelt, you will dill purfue that plan. In 
tvtlth, th*profpe6t we have of recovering the whole of the fouthern provin- 
ct% this campaign is fo fair, the oppofition to be expected lb very inconfidcr- 
Vr and the Rebel caufe fo funk and declining, that I cannot refill the 
^^ong impufe I feci to repeat to you my moll Ciirneft wifl^cs, that nothing may 
^ d vert you from the fleady puilbit of this plan unril you have accomplifiied 
; 5 ^ ; 'and then I (hall confider the great woik of recovering America as nearly 
'Completed.” 

of a Loiter f^Dm hord George Germain^ to Sir Henry Clinton ^ dated 
,, , Sifth Augujl^ 1781 . 

After Ihadclofid my letter of the ti inllant, yourdifpatch, No, 131, 

' fiks received at my clficc, having been lent up by Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot, 
vfey e:^prefs from Ifortfinouth, tvhere he arrived on the id. inilant. I lod no 

in laying it before the King, and I had great pleafure in hearing his 
' Msyefly exprefs his cntiie fatisladion in the very fpirited and active mcafure 

- you tverc preparing to execute; as I flatter myfelf, nothing but delay can 
*^revcnt its having all the good and important confequences you cxpeil. I 
' ^11 be exceedingly anx-ous till I hear the expedition has failed, which, 

truft, t^ouYd happen in \\ very few days after the Vice-Admiral came away, 
the reinforcement of Germans muft then be with you. Indeed I extend 
views to a dill greater objed tr an the dedrudion of the (lores ; for as 
’"4 find Lord Cornwallis is continti^ng his progrefs up the Chefapeak, th« 
taqdinjf a confiderable body of troops will, 1 truft, excite fo great a num- 
of Loyalifts to Hand forth, that General Robertfon will find himfclf at 
^ headW fo large a lorce^ as lo enable him fully to execute your plan.” ■ 

Co/jy. 
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Copy of a 1 a tier f»om Lord George G'rmam to Sir H:nry Clinton^ dated 
Whitehall^ lift AaguJU i;Bi. 

‘‘SIR, 

“ Since I fcceived your difpatch of the 3d July, I have been in daily er- 
pe(flatloii of the* arrival of the packet, you told ine,Njrou intended to difpatch, 
but 1 have had the mortification to Icain by private (hips which left New* 
Yoikthe 18th, that none had then failed, and that there 'were three boats 
in port. The private letters and news-paper^ brought by'thefe (hips, con- 
tain much intereding information, rerpe<iting JiOrd Cornwaltli*8 operate nSf 
and the movementb of General Wafhington and Mr. de Rochatnbeaii, but I 
cannot upon fuch ground take the opinion of his Majefly’s o her fiervantSu 
or receil e the King's pleafure for fending you or the commander of his 
Majefty’b fhi])!i any inllradions in confequcncc thereof, your detention 
therefore of the jiackets is extremely dillrcfling, tfpecially at this 
which is the proper feafon for concerting inr^ ilures for operations in th^ 
winter, that every necelfary ftep might be fo early taken, that the favour- 
able opportunity for executing, may not be fullered to Hip from the want 
of timely prep.iration. In confequence therefore, of the unanimous advice 
of his Majeli>Mervanf»i, I hav.e received the KingN commands, to (ignifjr 
to you his royal pleafure, that you do appoint the nrft Wedncfduy in every 
month for the regular fiiung of the packet from New- York, provided there 
be two boats in the hirbour on fuch day, and in #cafe theie be not two 
boats on fuch Wcdncldiv, th .t as fo)n as theicss you do order qpe to fail 
in four da)s after, and dire^f public no'iwC t> he immediately given of the 
day upon whiih the mail is to be made up, and toefe 1 ulcs are not to be devi* 
ated fiom at any time, but in cafes of th^ greatell urgency or oecef- 
lily. 

“ The unfortunate loft, of Pcnfacola, after fo brave a defence by Major- 
Goncial Campbell, will probably encourage the Spanifli Commanders at the 
Havannah to piofecure their plan of feizing upon the Bahama and Bermuda 
Iflandb, and leaucing Sr. Auguihne, and the provinces of Bail Florida and 
Georgia. I trail however, that in confequence of ftic information of thdr 
intention communicated to you by Governor Tonyn, you have already re- 
inforced and fiippHcd the gairifons in the hihima and Bermuda Iflands, and 
that the Admiril has Ibuioned fome of his fniall fhips there for their imme- 
diate piotcftion, as viell as tor the fecuriiy of the trade of thefoutheru 
provinces, but in cafe no flep has yet been taken for thofe purpofes, you 
will lole no time in fending detachments of ciFe^iie troops to thofe iflands, 
and fuch flores as they may Hand in need of, and tho Admiral will receive 
orders to fupply the necelfary naval protection, which will afford a fafe con- ^ 
veyance for the troops and ftorcs. 

“ The garrifon ot St. Augudine, has, I underhand, been afUgmented by a 
detachment from Georgia, but as >ou puift be fully informed ot the extent 
of the works, and the nature of the (lefence to be made, you can 
judge whether the prefent force is <ulti(.enc to cuaMe the Governor to h< 4 d[ 
out until he can receive effi£laal fuccour from you, 1 muR therefote recOQl- 
niend it to you to give immediate attention to thofe circumdances. w 

“ 1 am, occ. 

(Signed) “Geo. Germax w/* 
T 2 LET- 
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LETTERS from AMERICA. 

Cl ^ of a Lett r from ^ir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain^ dated 

iji March. 1781 . 

‘‘ MY LORD, 

“ In a letter ol the 24th of Febru iry, (which was fent to Ep.i»lanil bv the 
Adventure brig, and of which a duplicate is traulinitted hen with) I h^d the 
honour ol giving your Lord (hip all the information 1 could wiili propriety 
do by fuch an uncertain conveyance: I therein told your Lordfliip, that the 
packet waited only for the Admiral’s drfpatches for liurope. Jiu' creum- 
Itances began to alfume fuch an appearance at the ntne of their arrival, that 
I thought it ^}roj)er to detain her a little longer, in liopes ot being able to 
give your Lordlliip a clearer detail of ev^ents which feemeJ to promiie the 
moft important confequencLb) than was then in my power to do. 

On the 16th ultimo, I rwceivtd information from Vice Admiial Arbiuh- 
tiot, that the French fleet at Rhode llland were all ready for failing, fup- 
ppfed for the Chefapeak, and that a number ot troops v^crc embarked in 
tranfpofis, 10 accompany tliem. 1 immediratcly upon thir dirtied a large 
-|)roportion ol troopb (moll of them the elite ol m\ army) to be icady at a 
moment’s warning to embark vrifh Major General Phillips, under fuch con- 
1 ?oy as the Vice Admiral Ihm.Id think proper to appoint. Though 1 nuul 
at the fapie time coiilefs tofyour Lordihip. that I then imagined ihwir objetl 
'to be an attack of our fleet in ''-iardincr’s*bay, (in its weak Ibue from the 
entire lofs of one 74, the ablence of one fliip ot the line, and a 50, and 
• Another 74 being dilmallcd). And 1 was the more inclined to form this 
opinion, (wh’ch I had alfo given to the Admiral) from the hebelt. having 
made no movements whati'oever in their camp, which^'indicaud any inten- 
tion of detaching to the fouthward. 

“ 1 was however, on the i t/li, alarmed by information from Brigadier Gc- 
tifcral Arnold, dated the I4rli, that a French 64. and two Irigatcs blocked 
llfe.Ciiefapeak, and had placed thcinfclves in a lituatioii to favour a co- 
■'^^eraiion againll our poll at Portfmouih. 1 difpntched this intelligence to 
Admiral without delay. But J am apprehenflve that he had no certain 
Illation of £hefe lliips being part of tlm Rhode llland fquadron until the 
^ifl; (though iht7 failed from thence the 9th) as he fuggclled to me nothing 
Qf fuch a movement before his letter of that date, (which was only two 
da}^ before their return thither with the Romulus ma • of war, which they 
taken ut the entrance of the Chefapeak) elfe, I am pcifuaded the Ad- 
' Vnjiral would have fent to Virginia an adequate detachment from his fleet, 
was now become more refpcilablc by its being rejoined by the two 
; uniilRng (hips', and the Bedford’s having got in her jury malls. 

March id. At this time I received information that the rebel General 
^/jWa(liington had madc^ confidcrablf detachment to the fouthward, under the 
^ IjRi'arquu de la Fayette ; clearly marking an intention of either attempting 
' ^CtmeUiing againll our^polls on Elizabeth- river, or reinforcing the army 
' Under the rebel GcncrarGicene. Of this 1 likewife fent immediate notice 
to Vice Adtniral Afbuthnot, and (though 1 had indeed taken for granted he 

ha4 
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had already detached a- proper number of fliips to clear the Cliefiipeak) fub- 
mitting to him, if he had not done it, the propriety of doing it directly. 

As the poll at Portfmoarh, though perfectly iecure at this fcaron of the year 
from any attempt 011 the land tide, was not equally fo from a landing of 
troops ill Lynhawen or Willoughby Bays, P^ould tije Frencii naval force be 
permitted to remain tog long in poirdlion of thoic waters, 

“ March 4th, I now immediately embarked the tj oops deftined for thU 
fervice, and i dirtd d them to be placed in a iiiuatlon from w hence they 
m gnr proceed to ica at a momeat*s notice, having reafon every hour to 
txped the Ad nirai’s ajioeaiing With his fqiiadron to efcort thetn ; efpfcially 
as I had j aft r ceived a lecter trom'hirn, dated the 2d, to that efted, and ac- 
quainting me, thai ntt had that moiiim^ received unrlouhted iiuelligenee 
by a hiend (who Iclt Khodv llland the 26th ultimo) that icoo French 
troops embarked the 25’ h, to which more were to^e added, and that they , 
were fuppofed to iiavc f.iiied lor the Chefapeak, on the 

“ Un the yrh, I received another letter from the Admiral, dared the 4th9 
faying “ he would move immediately with the fhips, fending a frigate to re- 
connoitre Rhode ilLind in palling, and regulate his niealures with refpeft to 
calling iff tie llo>k by whai is Uifcoveied there, and that he had ordered the 
Kichniond, Orphe»Ts, and Savage, to proceed with the reinforcement, in cafe 
he ll.ould not call rff the HooL 

From ih‘dc letters 1 was induced to expeft that I ftiould cither fee or 
hear from the AJ.i.»ral before the expedition moved Korn hence. But by hia- 
ordeis to the naval commanding ofticcr in this port, (of the fume tAitp, an4 
feni I fuppofe at the fame time with his letter to me of the 4tb) “ directing 
him to proceed v\ith the tranfports to the Chef apeak vj>itb all pojjihie expedition ; 

— acd, if I declined fending any reinlorcement to Virginia, requiring* him 
pofuii'Ciy to join the ^idiniral In the Chejapeak with all poflible difpatch,** it 
feemed to appear that the Admiral was already failed to that bay. Captain 
Hudfon, who commanded the king’s fhips, underlF.od this alfo as a pojitinje 
order ior him to prjcccJ hnmcdiatcly, I however thought it fitigular, that Cap- 
tain Hudfon flnnild icccive from the Admiral, fuc)i pofitlve oidcrs to fail 
im mediately to the Chefapeak, when his letter to me of the fame date, (re- 
capitul iiing thefe ordcis) only lays, that he is direfted to do fo in cafe the 
Admiral docs not call off the Hook* 

“ Having therefore no means of afeertaining whether the Admiral was gone 
to the Chefapeak, or net, or whether he had even failed from Gardiner’s . 
Bay, — or whether the whole or any part of the French fleet had moved from 
Ehode Ifland to the Gnefapeak, I thought it right tofubmit to Captain K*ud- 
fon the propriety or Having a little longer in expedation of this matter being 
cleared up, either by the Admiral’s appearance oft’ the Hook, or at leaft a 
mefliige Irom him, declaratory of his intentions ; — as during oiy prefent un- 
certainty, 1 did iK.t think it advifable to kt the troops go before 1 heard 
again from the Admiral, with which he 'was fo obliging as to acquiefee^ I 
immediately after this wrote again to the Admiral, inft^ming Jiim that the cx--^ 
pedicion to the Chefapeak, only waited i'or his orders, and earneftly requeu- 
ing that he would w'ithout lofs of time favour me**with his pojitive advico I 
reipeSing this njcry Jerious and interefiing fuhjeil^ becaufe as long as I had reft« ' 
jfon from his information to fuppofe that part of the French fleet were gone* 

to 
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to the Chefapcak, I could not think «f rifking fuch a corps of troops un- 
der the convoy of only two frigates, unlefs 1 was allured that he was in a 
iituaiion to cover them. 

“ March nth. Soon after this letter was dirpatched, information arrived 
from Brigadier-GLneral Arnold, - dated the 8th, that the Chefapcak was en- 
tirely clear of a French 9'4val forje. By which, being perfurided that the re- 
port of one having failed thither from Rhode llland on the 27th ultimo, 
was not founded, i did not hditate a moment to give it to Captain Hud-. 
fon, as my opinion, that the expedition Ihould fail without lofs of time, un- 
der the cmvoy the Admiral had allotted for it; fug^efling to him at the 
fame time, whether he had not better take with him all the King's Jhips 
now here, or wh ch he might tall in with cm his paflage. I was alfo 
more ftrongly confirmed in this opinion, by a letter I received from the Ad- 
miral, dated the 8th, ijlonning me of “ undonhied intelligence received at 
two o’clock that afternoon by exprefs for that puip fe^ that the French fleet 
: and troops arc evacuating Newport with the gr».atcll expedition, and that 
Atir dei^ination is certainly for Virj»inia. 

March 14th. This day a letter (of which I have the honour to inclofe 
' Jl COpy) dated the nth at Tea, was brought to me from the Admiral, by the 
jlBlaJitax Hoop of war, Captain Bowers, who fortunately fell in with him 
: off Mootack Point, on the loth inftant. In addition to what the Admiral 
fajrs, Captain Bowers informs me that the whole French fleet and army 
^failed from Newport on the 8th inllant, having totally evacuated and dif- 
anantled^ the pnfl at that place, and taken with them all their artillery and 
the whole of their troops, except the Due dc Lauzun’s legion, which is to 
5 oin. Mr. VVafliington. However, I am not without hopes, that as the Ad- 
Jliind is clear of all incumbrance, notwithltauding they had two days ilart 
of him, he will overtake them before they got the length of the Chifapeak, 
ihould that be really their dellinntion, which I have fc!-me doubts about. 

' “ From fo very unexpefted an event as the total evaettatien of Rhodie 

IJland^ it is impcflTible for me at prefent, my Lord, to judge of confeejuen* 
ces; but ihould the Vice Admiral be fo fortunate as to oveitake the French 
fleet before they leacK the Chefapeak, we may venture to expeft the hap- 
• pieft ifliie. However, if they Ihould get thither before he docs, I do not 
Imagine that they will rilk an adtion, but when they find it not in their 
power to againil our poll at Pcjrrfmovtb, (whit h I am in great hopes 
.will be the cafe; they will mort probably fecure ihemfelves in York-river, 
at York-lown, under the cover of works, which were raifed laft year on 
vejy commanding ground on each fide of that river, for the prots^ion of 
the Fend.int and two fiigates which wintered there. 

\ “ March 15th. Late lall night, I received the inclofcd letter from the 
Admiral, dated the i2tli, by the Maftcr of the vefltl that gave him the in- 
^formation. ‘=By his account, (which is likewife inclofed for your Lordthlp's 
\|it]Srmation) it appears that the ei^my had no traufports with them ; which 
cijfltakcs me fufpeft that all the troorfs they carried, aie on board their men of 
. Irar, ancl that« the nlbvvs of the Ss^acuation of Rhode Ifland is premature* 
1 inclofe your 'Lordfliip a lift of Vice Admiral Arbuthnot's force, and that 
of the French, as from the Admiral’s letter, 1 think an aftion is certain if 
the enemy arc bound to the Chefapeak ; and I have every hope of its 
fticcefi, which fo fine a fleet and the abilities of its Commander can give me. 
. ' . By 
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By the inclofed cxtrafts from Brigadier-General Arnold’s letters to me, 
your Lordfhip will perceive he is under no apprehenfiong of any fudden mif- 
fortune. And with refpe^t to the rebel troops, marched to the fouthward 
under Fayette, I have no doubt their protyrefi (at leaft by water) will be 
impeded, if the\>fficcr commanding the King's in the Cheftpeak has 
^availed himfelf of the information I have ieiit him; nor do I think they 
can arrive near our polls before the aoih at fooneft. The reinforcement un- 
der General Phillips, waits only for a wind to go' to fea. I wifli it could 
have been flronger; but I have not another tranfport left; — thofe fent to 
Virginia with General Arnold, remaining ftill there, I fuppofe for want of 
convoy ro bring them back ; and thofe of General Lellie’s expedition, having 
been unfortunately ordered by Colonel Balfoy^r to England from Charles* town. 

“ 1 have the honour to iiiclofe for your Lordlhip’s information, a copy 
of my inftrudlions to Major-General Phillips, 

“ The beft information which my late letters from the fouthward, anditt- 
telligcnce from the rebel country, enable me to give your Lordlhip, ref- 
pedling Loid Cornwallis’s firuation, is, that having forced the palTagc of the 
Catawba, and difperfed the militia who oppofed him, his Lordlhip had pe-, 
iietrated into North Carolina, as far as llilKborougli, driving before him 
the robel Generals Greene and Morgan, who fled towards Virginia, with 
the utmoft precipitation. Aiid General Arnold’s late difpatches give me 
reafon to think that his Lordlhip has even readied the Banks of the 
Roanoke. * 

** March i6th. A velTel having arrived this morning from the^Chefa- 
peak, affords me the pleating opportunity of inclofing to your Lordibip 
cxtra6ts of Brigadier-General Arnold’s letter tome of the izih inftant,„and 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Balfour’s letter of the 4th, which will inform your 
Lordfhip of the llate sf our affairs in Carolina and Virginia at thofe periods. 
The Matter of the velfel who brought thefe cllfpatchcs, declares that he 
yefterday morning, faw a fleet of twelve large fliip;, forty miles to the 
Ibuthw'ard of Cape Henlopen, five leagues from the land. As by the de- 
feription and the courfe they fleered, I judge them to* be Vice Admiral Ar- 
buthnot’s fqiudron, I think it probable he will be able to cut off that of 
the French from the entrance of the Chefupeak. 

As I wilh to give your Lordfliip the earliirfl intelligence of the pre- 
fent critical flate of aflairs in this quarter, I think proper lo difpatch this 
packet direftly, efpecially as I have anoihjr here ready to be fent off, with 
the account of fuch other important events as may happen. 

“ I hai'^e the honour, to be, 8:c.*’ 

(Signed) “ H. C L I N T o N.** 

Extras gf a Letier from Brigadier General Arnold to Sir Henry Clinton^ K. Bm 
dated Fort/ mouthy March 8/Z^, 1 7 8 1 . 

«*SIR, ^ ^ . 

On the 6th, I received information ^that my Lord Cornwallis had not 
penetrated farther than the Dan or Roanoke rivers, and that in confequence 
of the miflnformation (fent to the rebel army by expiefs, as mentioned in my 
Jail) being contradicted, their detachment had returned to their army at 

Suffolk, 



I 4 f PARLIAMENTARY A. 1782; 

Suffolk, as iTcll as Mr. Gregory to the North Weft Bridge. Tfieir force at 
the former place 3000 men, at the latter 500. On this change of affiirs; 
the troops imdci the orders of Colonel Diinda«, who were defigned up the 
James-river, were countermanded. But as they were on board fliips, and a 
Vavoiirablc opporniniiy oijiring to attack the enemy’s poft at the half-w.'iy 
houfe, between Hampton and York, twelve miles from the former, Lit a- 
tenant Colonel Dundas being joined by thirty dilmoiintcd dragoons ot the 
Queen’s-rangers, proceeded in boats on the night ot* the yih, to the back river 
thirty miles from his Ibips on the Chefapeak-bay, where he landed at four 
o’clock about 200 men ; two boats with :i part of his detachment having 
parted wdth him in a thick fog, and heavy fquall of wind and rain, he march- 
ed three miles to the enemy’s poft, which he found had been evacuated 
three nights before. He however dfftroyed a fmall magazine of about one 
hundred ftand ot arms, fome provifions and ammunition ; and on his way to 
Newport-mews, fell in with a j)arty of forty of the enemy. A tkirmfti en- 
fued) in which fourteen of the enemy were left dead on the field, and ftven- 
teen made prifoners, among the former was a Colonel Mallery, and Colo- 
nel Curl among the latter. 

** Lieutenant Stewart of the 80th regiment was killed in tlie aftion. Lieu- 
tenant Salifbury of the Komulu^ and tvvo privates tightly wounded; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Dundas had his horfc tlior uiul r him^ and upon this, as well 
as every other occalion^ has behaved with great brave y* 

“ The enemy wiiliin tw,o <1 lys have nwivrd with their force, faid to be 
upwards‘of three thoufand men, to Brdketrs mills twelve-miles from this 
p*acc, and threaten an artock upon us. 1 htr/e every realbn to believe that 
they^have collected this force to co-operate with the French tliips and troops 
which they hourly expt t^ from Rhode Illand. 

, I have invited the Commodore to meet Lieutenant-Colonels Dundas, 
Simcoe, Robinfon, and mvfelt, with fome of his oilicers, to determine our 
mode of defence in cafe of an attack, which I expert will be clone this even- 
ing, or to morrow nioming. 1 am clear of opinion, that if the Commodore 
gives up Craney-ifl.ind-bar, that eveiy King's ftiip and tranfport here, will 
fall a Iricrlfice in forty eight hours after the arrival of a fuperjor fleet and 
army to ours. Wc are, however, all in high fpirits, not doubling but that 
our wants and critical fuuation will be properly attended to. 

* “I have ihc Honour to be, &c* 

(Signed) “ B- A R K 0 L 1).** 

of a Letter from B) i^adier General Arnold to Sir Henry Clinton^ K, B* 
datedFovtf mouthy March iith^ 1781. 

“SIR, 

“ I have renew^ed my repeated applications to Commodore Symonds. tn 
fend fome fiigaies upon the Chef^cak — He has at laft confented, and the 
Hope, and General Monk failed yefterday for the bay. I am afraid they 
w U be too latf to pr^ent Mr. VVafiiington's troops from crolCng to Balti- 
more or Annapolis. ■ 

“ Commodore Symonds, at my earneft requeft, has at laft confented ter 
attempt to flop the enemy’s Ihips at the bar, below Crancy-ifland, ftiould 

tVip-- 
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hey attempt to come up here. — He is preparing fliips to fink fur that pur- 
pofe. 

“The enemy remain quiet in their quaiters ; between this pla^e and 
Suffolk, a fmjill party of the Queen’s-rangers fell in with about eighty of 
the militia, who had crofil-d over to Piincef^ Anne yellcrday,, killed fix, 
wounded a number, and took fomc prifoners, and dii'perfcd the party. Cjcne- 
ral Gregory, of North Carolina, who commanded at ilit north-weft bridge^ 
is in arreft, on fiifpicion of negociating to ddwer up hit pirty to us, which 
arofe from fome ppipers found in a gun-boat, taken fn'in us. 

“ We have heaid nothing of the French nor have I lecelvcd any in^ 

felligence from my Lord Cornwallis fince my laft. 

“ I have the -ii on our to be, &c. 


(Signed) “B. Arnold,** 


Copy of a i.etter from Unrl Ccrn^.vallls^ io Lord George Gtimain^ dated Wtlmlng^ 
ton , Lsorlh Cm oUna^ 2 yl April^ 1 7 S i . 

“ M Y L O 11 D, . 

“ I yefterday received an exprefs, by a fmall veficl fiom Charles -town., 
informing me, that a frigate was theio, but not ilien ableio ga ovtrthe 
bar, with difparchcs from Sir Meuiy Clinton, nujplying tv) me, that Major 
General Phillips had been detached into the (^hclapcak, with con Tde table 
force, with inliruclions to ro-operate with this army, and to put himfelf uii« 
der iny orders. This i*\prefs Ilkevvife bronglii me difagreeablc accounts, 
that the upper pods of vSouth Carolina were in the moft immineiu danger, 
from an alarming fpiiit of revolt among many of the people, and by a move-.s . 
ment of General Greene’s army. j 

“ Although the expreifes I fent fromCrofs-creek, to inform Lord Rawdoii- / 
of the neceliky I was under of coming to this place, and tawarn him of 
the pnfiibllity of fucb an atlcmj)t of the enemy, had all mifearritd, yet his v' 
Lordfliip was lucky enough to be apprized of General Greene’s approach, 
at leaft fix days before he could pollibiy reach Camden; and I am thertfore , 
ftill induced to hope from my opinion of his Lordfliip’s abilities, and thsf /> 
precautions taken by him and Lieutenant Colonel Balfouj^, that we (hall not f 
be fo unfortunate as to lofe any C'^nfiderable corp?. - 

•“ Thediftance from hence to Camden; the want of forage and fubfiftence oti 
-the greateft part of the road; and the dlfiicultyof palling the Ftdce,when qppofed^/.: 
fcyan enemy, render it utterly impoHible for me to give immediate afii(l^incc,. 4 ^'^ 
and I apprehend a polfihilityof the lumoft hazard to ihis little corps, wirhoCIt ^ 
the chance of a benefit in the attempt : for if we are fo unlucky as to fiifferV^^; 
a fevere blow in South Carolina, the fpirit of revolt in that*provlnce wculi ’4 
beconie very general, and the numcroui Rebels in this piovince, be cncciirag-'ry 
ed to be more than ever active and violent: this might enable General 
Greene to hem me in among the great rivers, an/ by CvVtit.g off our fubwll 
fiftcnce, rend-r our arms ufelefs. And to remain Jiere for tranfports to carry* 
us off, would be a work of time, would lofe our cavalry, and be ctherway/^ 
as ruinous and difgraceful to Pritain as inort events could be. I have'-r 
therefore, uiKkr fo many cir.Larrafii»^g circumft.mccs, (but looking upoa ’ ^ 
VoL.VlI. ' . U Charles*’? 
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Charles-town as fafe from any inimediate attack from the Rebels) refolv- 
ed to take advantage of General Greene’s having left the back part of Vir- 
ginia open, and march immediately into that province, to attempt a jundlion 
with General Phillips. ^ , 

I have more readily decided upon this meafurc, becaufe if General 
Greene fails in the object of his march, his retreat will relieve South Caro* 
lina ; and my torce being very inruflicient for offenllve operations in this 
province, may be employed ufefully in Virginia, in conjunction with the 
corps under the command of General Phillips, 

“ 1 have the honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) “ C o a n w A l L i s,” 

Suhjlance of opinions to Major General Phillips ^ in federal conver/afions^ 

previous to hh tmbarkat 'ion^ on the Juhjetl of operations in the Chefapeak* 

“ Until I know I.orJ Cornwallis*s fuccefs to the foiirhward, and what 
force can be fpared from the fouthern diftrid for farther operation, and un- 
til the reinforcements expected to this army arrive ; fuch troops as are in 
the Chefapeak may be employed, firft in aflifHng his Lordfliip’s operations, 
and then in either cllabliHiing a permanent poll near the entrance of that 
bay (if the naval command’ir does not approve of the one in Elizabeth river) 
where large fliips, as well as fmall, may lie in fecurity during any temporary 
fuperiority the enemy’s fleet; or, if fuch a poft cannot be found, in em- 
ploying wliat rem.iins of the fcafon in carrying on defultory expeditions 
againlf fuch towns, ibuions, magazines, &c, and as the enemy may have there; 
to convince thofe p-;opIe more by what we can do, tlian what we re ill v do, 
that they are in our p^wer, and finally, in purfuing the fame plan (fupport- 
ing friends) in a more northerly and healthy ciimarc, ^ 

“ With regard to a ftation for tlic protection of the King’s fiiips, I know 
Df no place lb proper as York-town, if it could be taken polKlfion of, forti- 
fied and garifoiicd with 1000 men ; as by having looo men more at a poll 
fomewhere in Elizabeth river. York and James rivers would be ours, and 
our cruizers might command the waters of the Chefapeak. Troops might 
likewife be fpared from thefe polls, to carry on exj)t'ditu)ns during the fum- 
mer months, when^ probably nothing can be rilked in that climate but wa- 
ter movements. ] 3 ut if the heights of York, and thofe on Glocelltr lide, 
cannot be fo well and fo foon fortified, as to render that poll hors d’ infultc, 
before fhe enemy can move a force, &:c. againft it, it may not be advifabls to 
attempt,* it in that cafe, fomething may pollibly be done at Old Point Comfort, 
to -cover lar^je fliips lying in Ilampcon-road (which is reckoned a good oru., 
and notfo Habits to injury from gales at N. K. as tint of York, particularly 
in winter.) It neither can be ficiired, we nnift consent ourfeives with keep- 
ing the Chefapeak with frigates and oTher armed v.'flels, which will always 
find fecurity againll a l^perior naval force in EU.zabeth-river. As o.ii 
operations in proper feafon may re-commence in the upper James, perhapj a 
Itafion might be found at tflie entrance x>f the narrows of that rivci, that may 
be of ufe in a furure day, and held with a fmall force, james-town feems a 
proper fpot for fuch ailation, as docs the place where the narrows and wind- 
ings begin. 
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ExtraH of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton^ to Lord George Germain^ dated 
Neiv Tori' j 2 ^d and '^Qth Aprils and \Jl May^ 1781. 

« MY JLORD, 

I have ihe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your I.ord(hi|)’s original 
difpatcli, No. 76, two letters from Mr, Knox, dated 4th of January, and 
duplicates o/your Lordlhip’s dilparches, marked No 74 and 75, feparate letter 
ul: the 6ih and crcular one of the 7th December; which having been taken 
out of the Cormorant (loop at fea, by his Majclly’s ihip Chatham, were 
delivered to me yederday, 

“ His Majelly s fliip Ainphitrltc, having alfo at the fame time brought me 
difpatchcs from Carolina, I have the honour to enclofe to your Lordiliip the 
copy ot a letter I received by her from Earl Cornwallis, dated the loih in- 
I'tant. This being the only authentic information I have as yet had ot his 
Lordlbip's march, and the battle of Guildford, and his Loidih p having 
propolcd to lend one of his aids de camp immediaiely to England, with a par- 
ticular account of all his proceedings, I lhail decline troubling your Lord- 
fhipwith any other obfervations thereon, than toconftfs myfelf at a lofs to * 
conceive how his Lordftiip’s iwmbcrs came to be reduced betore the adtion to 
1360 infantry, as he fays all his military operations were uniformly fuccefs- 
ful; and as from every information given me, I hye great reafon to believe , 
his Loidfliip had above 3000 men, befidcs cav./ry and militia, when he 
entered North Carolina, • ^ 

In the hope that Lord Cornwallis’s fiiccefs among (I our friends in North 
Carolina, which was the principal obje^f of his March into that province, 
ivould have been fuch as to have reftored it, and South Carolina to traiujuilli- ^ 
ty ; 1 had, in a letter I wrote to his Lordfliip on the loth inflant, fubmitted 
to him the propricty^in that cafe of his coining in a frigate to the Chefapeak^ 
and though it is now probable that he may not think his prefence in Carolina 
can be fo foon difpenfed with, it is poHible, as he feems of opinion that his 
army cannot be in a condition again to a6t befor^ it is reinforced, that his 
Lordfliip my perhaps avail himfclf of that invitation, to go thitherto coiifult 
With Major-General Phillips, In which cafe, fuch plans w illof courfe be fet- 
tled between them, as may beft aifift what farther operations his Lordfliip may 
flill propyfe to carry on in the Caroliiias during the rcmayider of the leafon#* 
After thole are over, fuch others will take place to the northward of them, 
as the reinforcements we may receive (hall enable us to undertake. For 
1 have ever been fenfible of the very gieat importance of operations in the 
Chflapeak, though I am aware that they are attended with great rifk, unlefs 
we are lure of a permanent fuperiority at fea. But I mufl beg leave, iny 
Lord, in this place to obltrve, that I cannot agree to the opinion gi\cn me 
by Lord Cornwallis in his lall letter, that the Chefipcak flu^uld become the 
Icat of war, even (if necclViry) at the dbcpencc of .abandon. ng New-York, 

“ April 301!), I have the honour to enclofe to your Lorulhip, extraois from 
fuch parts of Major-General Phillips’s lall difpaalflies, avi my anfwers to 
him and Lord Cornwallis, as appear to.be mod maierial ; and to inlorm you, 
that after confulting General Knyphaufen and General Kobertlon, upon 
his rec^uifition for a ilill farther re-inforcement, I do not hefuaie to fend 

U z b.'in 
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him one as foon as the Adinirari. fleet Is prepared for lea. But, as the plans 
I haa in view for the campaip^n inuft ncctliaiily have undergone a conlider- 

Lh inge lince the knowledge given me of Loid Cornwallis^s liiuaiion, in 
Ills Inter of the lOih inllant, it may not be necellary to fay much to your 
Lordlliip on fomc of tliofo \vf had in meditation before the receipt of it ; it 
being probable that Lord Cornwallis will of courfe have giv^en General Phillips 
directions to employ the Chelapcak corps in fuch opeiations, ns he judges 
may bed aiTiU hit own in Caioiiiia, with which, hovvever, your Loidihip will 
perceive that I am as yet totally unaccpiaiutecL . 

“ As foon as the inclemency of the icalbn (hall have put an end to Lord 
Coinwnllis’s otfcniive meafures in the Caiolina^, operation will ot courfe 
begin to the noithw'ard of them. 

May I ft. The Admiral having this day fignlfiod to me, that he means to 
lofe no time in proceeding to fe.i v\lth his lleet ; the tranfports with the troops 
intended for the Chelapi-ak, immcd'atcly fell down to Staien-illand ; wheie 
they wait his pleafurc to go thither, under the convoy of fuch Ihips of war 
as he may appoint, or under that of his fleet, ftiould he think proper to take 
them along with 'him, which will of couife depend on the fuuaiion of the 
enemy’s ft^uadron at Rhode-ifland, which by the lall accounts from thence 
was laid to be ready to fail. 

J^Xtra^ of a Lf'ttcr f Sir Jinny CJinfov^ io l.ord George Germain^ dated 
^ Kc^K:'To 7 ky d/.jv i8/Z>, 1781. 

“BIYLORD, 

The packet licing detained by contrar}'’ winds, gives me an opportuntity 
of tranfmitting for your Ltudfliip’s infortnation, the copy'’ of a letter 1 receiv- 
ed yeflerday from Brigadier-General Arnold, detailing (in Major-General 
Phillips’s ilhuf^j, which 1 am forry to inform your Lorufliip, is reprefented 
as very alarming) the tranfadlons of the army in the Chelapcak fince the 
l8th ultimo. 

“ I Liment mod exceetVngly, my Lord, the very critical fituation which 
the inclofcd copy of a letter from Lord Cornwallis to Major-General Phillips 
defciibvs the fouthern army to be in. As by his Lordfliip’s letter to me of 
the loili of April, it .ippcars that General Greene was on the 6th ftill at Deep- 
river, there is to hope that he could not have advanced fo far into 

South Carolina as his Lctd.hip fufptcfs, and that his- Loidlhip, inftcad of 
moving towards Hilbborougb, or Peterfburg, ihall have gone back to South 
Carolina eithtr by fea or land, for I am told, that from Wilmington to 
George-town is only a hundred and twenty' miles, and from that place to 
Camden not above five or iix tLys march : but till 1 hear farther from his 
Lordfnlp, I cannot h../,ird an opinion, refpeding his intended movemcius, 
or what may be the eonfeciuence. 

Should his Lordfbip have formeR a juniSion with General Phillips, at 
or near Peterfburg, 1 flmll if circumftanccs make it expedient at the time, 
proceed there niyftlf, an J on confultatioii with Lord Cornwallis, and the 
other general officers fcwii fome plan-of opeiaiions for the campaign. 

‘‘ In the very critic il fitiritic'U of c-ur affairs to the fouthward, I flionld 
indeed have proceeded imintuiaicly to the Chefap^-ak, but Lieutenant- 

General 
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General Knyphaufen’s precarious ftate of health, which Brigndier-General 
Leland will explain to your Lordfhip, and the very reduced defenfive ftate of 
this poll, feem more forcibly to require my remaining here, at leaft for the 
prelent. I therefore think it right to difpatch Lieutenant-General Roberlfon 
in a frigate to Virginia, that he may alTume the command of the army ihcrc 
until he cither hears from, or is joined by Earl Cornwallis, or until he re- 
ceives father orders from me. And for his guidance in the mean time, I 
have referred* him to the inftru6tions and opinions I have given to Major 
General Phillips, copies of which have been tranfmilted to your Lordllnp. 

“ 1 am happy In being ablj? to congratulate your Lordftiip upon the very 
important fuccefs which the King’s troops in Virginia have had on their 
late expedition to Peterlburgh, &:c. as deferibed in Brigadier-General Ar- 
nold’s letter, which mnft: ultimately be prodHtStive of the very beft coufe- 
qucnces to his Majefty’s fervicc, as it is credibly reported that the gicateft 
part of the tobacco collected there, was French property, and almoft*^ 
tqcir entire annual remittance- 

“ Before I conclude this letter, I beg leave to inclofc to your Lordlhip, 
an extraft of a report I have this day received, I however fincerely hope, 
indeed 1 cannot doubt, but I (hall have foine information of the failing of 
filch a fleet as that is defcribtd to be, and a certainty of their being im- 
mediately followed long before they can arrive on this coafl:, therefore if 
fuch an armament has really failed, and there ftiouli be great reafon to fup- 
pofe they are intended for this coafl, 1 fliall think iPadvifable without lofs of 
time, to give up all operation in the Chefapcak,^while there is a piilflbility of 
the enemy being fuperior at fea, and recommend it to the general oflicer com- 
manding there, to take fome dofcnfible poft with part of the troops, and 
fend fuch as can be fpared to this pb^e, not only, my Lord, for the lecu- 
rity of great part the Chefapeak corps, but for that of this important 
poft. 

JLxUaHof a TMter from Sir Henry Clinton ^ to I.oui George Germain^ dated 
Ne^M-Torky e^th Juncy 1781 ^ 

“ In my difpatch, No. 126, I had the honour to inform your Lordfliip, 
that Lieutenant-General Robertfon was upon the point of going to the 
Chefapeak, to take the command of the troops there. J^ut Major-General 
Philips’s uid'dc-cainp having foon after arrived here, w'ith the account of 
Lord Cornwallis having enrered Virginia ; and the melancholy news of 
Major-General Phillips’s death, I thought it* unnecefl’ary to fend General 
Robertfon, who is accordingly returned to this poll : And. I now have the 
honour to inclofe for your Lordfliip’s information, the copy of a letter I foon 
afrer received from Lord Cornwallis, dated at Pcterlburgh in Virginia, the 
20!h nlr. with cxtraAs from my aiifwer. • 

“ As Loid Cornwallis will have beeiiSnformed on the next day, of the arri- 
val in the Chefapeak of the lafl leinfoVcement from hence; and that Vice- 
Admiral Arbuthnot was at fea, I am inclined to ^ppofe’^ic will of courfe 
proceed immediately againfl La Fayeue, who, I |liiiik, cannot cfcape him. 
But fliould he, however, have unfortunately gone oft' in time, his Lordftiip 
will not, I expert, confine liimfdf to James -river ; unlcfs Ibmc operation 

can 
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can bo carred on there, vvhich^may force Greene to quit the Carolinac; but 
litf will probably proceed to Baltimore or the Head of Elk. 

“ But as your Lordfhip will obferve, I have left Lord Cornwallis wholly 
at liberty to purfiie fuck mcafurcs as he ftiall jud^rc boll. I cannot fay, un- 
til 1 hear again from his Lordilnp, wh^t may be the plan ji'.oft proper to 
toliow :it this lime. The^appta ranee of fo lormidablc a torcc in the Chefa- 
pcak, may incline fome ot thole provinces to fubmit ; but it we have not their 
hearts, there is real'on to believe, that on the firfl turn of fortune, (hould 
that be by the anival ot a fuj^crior French fleet, thc)’ will revolt again, and 
render our fiiuation cveiy vvheic critical. For my oun part I am convinced, 
that without our fiicnds* join us Iv artily, *.vc*lh^Il never kcip what w'c may 
iciiuce. Flow the cxpeiiment has failed in thc Ca olin.is, 1 cannot judge. 

“ 'fhe Vke-Admlial fi fleet i.*' p/mc : i fea, wiih a premife irom him, (in 
confequtnce ot my lin .ig lepj clc'itatjoi'^) €vc\y null be takm to 

frote^i and covet- tny operations in tl^e Chelhpcik, and every other quarter. Not* 
withllaiuling which, 1 Icar he has faiieci to llolinn ba\', as he poliibly may 
think that the proper Iblion, whicn he miifl of coiirfe be the bell judge. 
I have, h^weu r, forwarded to him all thc intelligence I fend your Lordlhip, 
which may probably decide him to come to that of Rhode-llland, which, 1 
fhink, would flop all operations of the tncniy^ both againft thc Chefape.ik (of 
Vrbich 1 am moft j.-idoun) and ibis plaee, or at Icall againft the loimer. 

1 fli.ill write to Sir George Rodney, and fend him copies of thefe in- 
tercepted letters. FIc iVill of conrfc watch De Giatfc, and if he conies here, 
will, I hone, follow him j i^or 1 mull beg leave to repeat to your Lordlhip, 
that if the enemy remain only a few weeks fuperior at fea, our fituation 
will become very ciilical. June i ith, having this moment received a letter 
from l*ord Cortiv\allis, of the 2bih ult. I have thc honour to tranfmit an ex- 
trad ot it to your Loidihip, with my anfvver, w'hich will fpare me thc necef- 
hty of detaining the fleet, while 1 prepare a particular detail of my inten- 
tions, in conicciuence of the flate of our affairs in Virginia, and the opinions 
Lord Cornwallis has now given me of my propofed operations. June 12th, 
by a letter I have icceivcd from the Admiral, I find he is juft returned to 
the Hook.” 

Kxfrat^ of a Letter from Major-General T.efic., to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated 
€ Lortf mouthy June I'/thy 1781. 

“ I can hear nothing of Lord Cornwallis, fince he marched from Wefl:- 
over the 26rh ult. but I fear he has nor fallen in with La Fayette. I have 
fent an armed velTel up the Rappahannock, to look foi them in cafe they" 
are near Fred vricfhurgh. When I hear fiom his Loidfliip, I ihall forward 
the contents to New-Yoik by an advice veflel. All is quiet here; thc W'hole 
country taking*paiolts. A few militia near our out pofls ; but there is no 
getting hold 01 them for fwamps, 

Eetra^of a LetUrfrom^ir ITevy Clinton^ to I.ord George Get main , dated 
l 4 ,zv*l^o/ky July lyhy I 781. 

I had thc honour to inform your Lordlhip, in my difparch, No. 131, 
tlut 1 only waited for the anival of a reinforcement, which I expefted 

from 
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from the Cbefapeak, to fend off the expedition I had propofed, which I had 
formed on a fuppofition that Lord Cornwallis could have fn^Tiid rre at lead 
two or three thoufand men, trom the 7000 effective?, he h/d inVi-ginia; 
but at the inftant, when every thing was prepareij^ for its moving, and I 
expected the arrival of the troops I called for, 1 received a letter from his 
Lordfhip, dated the 301I1 iilt. by the inclofed extraif from which yout* 
Lordfliip will ppi'ccive, that he does not think he will be able to mainialii the 
healthy and important llarion I had recommended to him, if he complies 
with any part of my rec^uifitioii ; the utmoil cxte.st of which did r>ot exceed 
3000 men, andot that number I only called tor fuch a part as h's Lordfnip 
might think he could fpare, from the ample and refpedtable dcfeii fives of a 
poll, in which BrigaJier.Gcneral Arnold’s information gave me every rca- 
foil to fuppofe 2000 might bid defiance to every effort which could be made 
againft it. And it further appears from his Lordfhip’s letter, that he pro- 
pofes quitting the Neck of Williainfimrgh altogether, and retiring with his 
ainiy to Portlinoath, a mcafure wdiich, I however flill Hatter myfelf, his 
Lordfhip may poffibly wait to receive my opinion about, before he canics 
it entirely into execution ; efpeLially if he fliould give my requilition ano- 
ther confideratioii. Therefore, upon finding that not only this was likely 
to be the confeqiience, of my withdrawing any part of hh Lordiliip’s firce, 
but that even the poflelfion of the Chefapeak became r quellion wriii him, I 
immediately gave up all ideas of otfenfive operation, and requefied a conference 
with Rear-Admiral Graves, Commodore AiHeck, and LieutenanrtGeneral 
Robinfon, upon this very ferious bulinefs ; the refult of which I have the 
honour to inclofc for your Lordfliip’s Information, in the cop'es of the 
letters I wrote in conlequence to Lord Conuvallis, and the general officer 
commanding the troops, who might be embarked for this place. 

I cannot better explain to your Lordfhip the rcafons I had for under- 
taking this important fervice, and the mortification I feel from my not 
being able to carry it into execution, than by referring you to my corref- 
pondence with Lord Cornwallis upon the fubjcvJ-’l: ; aid I therefore beg leave 
to trouble your Lordfliip with fomc extrads from it for your infoiiTfiition. 
By thefe, I am perfuaded, it will appear, that although 1 cenainly wifhed 
that Lord Cornwallis fliould remain upon the defenfive in the Chefa|>etlc 
during the fiunmcr inoiiths ; and that he IhoukI, inlhatci/e, fend me for 
operation here, fuch a portion of his force as he could fpare from the am- 
plelt and moll refpedable defenfive, I left the polls he was to occupy, as 
well as the number he was 10 keep totally to his l.ordfliip’s judgment ; onlv 
with relpeit to the fiitl, recommending to his attention my corrcfpo'nlencc 
with General Phillips, wherein I had iuggellcd the propriety of p iTc lfing 
the Heigbtj of Yoik and Gloccucr, as a proper flation to fcturc a ha* hour 
for our line of baitie fhips, wlrch the enemy would probably lay ho’d of if 
wc did not. Tcinnot, therefore, be lefsifurprized than concerned, 10 find 
that his Lordfliip, in confeqnencc of my requifition to him for a reinforce- 
ment, (which he v/a> left at llberiy ro comply with Jr nor, 5 r he might fee 
expedient) has t'nv.ight p-^'p.-r to letire fio:n ii diftri6l of fo much impor- 
tance ; nor can L my I-,ord, comprehend why, bccairfc his LordlLip cannot 
arl ofu nfivcly daring the feverity of the prefent leaibn ; he fiumid advife the 
tQially giving, ui) «be Chelapeak, whereby we fliould probably have our fa- 
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t\ne operations there to begin with a fiege, in cafe the enemy fliould take 
ihc advantage of our abfcnce and fortify. As upon perofing the inclofeJ 
correfpondence, your Lordfliip will perceive, that Lord Cornwallis aud I 
dift'er in opinion, with regard to the operations proper to be purfiied in 
the Chefapeak, when the feafon fliall make them pradticablc, it may not be 
improper, in this place, to fay a few words, in explanation of ray reafons, 
for not acceding to his Lordfliip’s fentiments, as ftated in his letter of the 
lOth A])!il, “ ^hat until Virginia is in a inanncr fuhilucil^ o7ir hold in the Cctro~ 
Unas muji bi difficult if not precarious^* Though I never had a doubt of the 
important advantages we might deiive from the pofleflion of Virginia, I am 
humbly of opinion, that the afliiiance of friends is abfolutely neccflhry to 
attain it ; which, I think, cannot be done in fo large and populous a pro- 
vince as Virginia, iinlefs the inhabitants themfelves are difpofcJ to join ns. 
I therefore judged it bell to content oiirfelves at fiill, with laying hold of 
a refpedl.ible naval dation in that province, from whence we might command 
the entrance, and the waters of the Chefapeak, and then carry our arms to 
the head ot that bay/' 

of a Litter fj cm iVr lleniy Clinton^ to Lord George Germain, dated 
Nt'iV'Yorhf Vh September^ 1781, 

“ M Y L O R h, 

“ In ny difpaicli. No. . 38, I had the honour to inform your Lordflilp, 
that General Walhington had fuddenly quitted his camp at Vi/hite Plains, I 
have now that of communicating to you his rul)fc(|uent movements : 

He paired the Croton on the iqtli ulr. taking a llation wiihin a few 
miles of it. On the 23d and 24111, he crolfcd the North-river, and by the 
pofition he took, feemed to threaten Staten-Illand, unVllihc 29th, when he 
fuddenly moved towards the Delaware. At firft I judged this to be a feint ; 
but finding that he palfed that river with fome of his avant guards, and 
publicly talked of the ^ount de Grafle's being every moment cxpe6ted in 
the Chefapeak, to co-oj)erate with him, I immediately endeavoured, both 
by land and water, to communicate my fufpicions to Lord Cornwallis; at 
the fame time afluring his Lordlliip, that I would cither reinforce him by 
every poffible m^iis in my power, or make the bed diverfion I could in his 
favour. 

“ As Rear-Admiral Graves failed from hence v\ith hib own and Sir Samuel 
Hood’s fipiadroii, the 31ft ult. in conlequcncc of the intelligence recciv^eJ 
refpedVmg the Rhodc-illand licet, as mentioned to your Lordihip in my laft 
difpatch; and as Lord Cornwallis, in his letter of the 3 ill ult. and zd in- 
Hant, which I received on the 4th and yellerday, and of which 1 have the 
honour to inclofe copies with n»y anfwers, infoims me the Count dc Grafie 
was in the ChtTapeak 'aidi a conlllerable armament. I am in hourly cx- 
peAation of healing tluit Hear Admiral Graves has either i:'t''rcc[’U‘d 
Barras, or atr^^j^cd thc\cct in the bay, or perhaps both ; in the mean time, 

I have embarked 400o|troop3, witli which I lliall inftantly proceed myfelf 
to relieve Lord Cojnwalli?, as foon as I know the paflage to him is open. 

By the inclofed return of the T5th Augiift, your Lordlliip will be in- 
foimcd of the force Lord Cornwallis had with him at that period; fince 

I • which 
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which I have no cauTe to think it has been dlminiflied, but on the contrary 
that many of the fick have recovered; befidea which the CoinmiHary of 
priloners informs me, that from the afl'nrances of the Rebel CommifTary, he 
judges his Lordihip has been joined by about five or tix hundred exchanged 
men, r;f the tsoops captured in the unfortunate^aiFalr of Cowpen*B. His 
Lordihip’s former force therefore being 6000, 1 am in hopes it will be in- 
cre.ifed'to nearly 8000, by the addition of thefe 500, the lailors and marines 
of the rquadijon, and the refugees who have joined him. 

‘^Thc force of the enemy oppofed to his Lordfhip, will confift of the 
French troops, arrived with De Graflie, which are reported to be between 
three and 4000, thofe with Waflnngton 4000, the Rebel Continentals about 
40O0, and in all probability a very numerous militia if they can arm them. 

“ 'I'his, my Lord, is a very alarming report of our liiuation, and I 
therefore cannot fufficiently lament the impoflibility there was of fending me 
the reintorcement I folicited, for as your Lordftiip may now perceive that 
my requiOtion was not a wanton one, I have reafon alfo to be concerned 
that even what was fent to me, could not have been fent away foon enough 
to join me at an earlier period of the campaign ; and that of the three com- 
plete battalions, wbich I was told General Vaughan would certainly fend 
me from Leeward Illands, only*one very weak one has been yet added to 
this army. Your Lordftiip will likewife have flbferved, that inftcad of re* 
ceiving a reinforcement from Lord Cornwallis, as I ^aad expected laft year, 
1 have been obliged to detach in the whole abou^Sooo men to his Lordihip J 
befiJes leaving in Carolina the three regiments which lately arrived there 
from Ireland. 

But this is not a time, my Lord, for vain lamentations ; things appear to 
be coming fall to a crifis ; we are therefore no longer to compare forces 
with the enemy ; bi|[ to endeavour to a6t in the bell manner we can againit 
them : and your Lordihip may be aifured, that with what I have, inadequate 
a^ it is, 1 will exert myfelf to the utmoft to relieve Lord Cornwallis.” 


ExtraH of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton t$ Lor/ George Germain^ dated 
New^l'^orkj iith September^ 1781. 

Your Lordflnp will fee by the copies of my letters to Lord Cornwallis 
and Admiral Graves, (which are enclofed in the laft and*my prefent dif* 
patch) what my intentions are ; and that 1 judge the only w^ay of eftedtually 
relieving his Lordftiip is by going to him, which may likewife afford us an 
opportunity of bringing matters to a deciiion. But your Lordihip muft be 
fenfible that I cannot ftir from hence, until the Admiral informs me the 
paffage is ppen ; as 1 Hiould elfe fail moft probably to certain deftru£|ion : 
and fliould the French fleet prove fuperior to ours, remain in t])e Chefapeak» 
and Mr. Graves does not find it expedient to attack them now, or when 
Admiral Digby joins him, 1 own I fliall dcfpair of being able, by any 
means, to relieve the army there, as long as circumftances continue in that 
fituation. 1 

“ Before I heard from Lord Cornwallis that De GtaiTe was^n the Chefa- 
peak, I had fome intention of moving into Jerfey, with fuch a fmall force 
as 1 could fparc from hence, in order to divert Mr. Walhington from hi$ 
VoL. VII. X marchi 



IS4 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1782, 

inarch to the foutluvard. But the inftant I knew of the French bein^ n^lvially 
there, and that Wafliingrron had moved decidedly to meet them, 1 law I had 
no way of relieving his Lordlhlp but by joining him; for if WaOilngron has 
hopes of fuccefs againft him, all the general officers concur wiih me in 
opinion, that no diverfioml can make could turn him. BeWes, whilft cn- 
gaged in fuch a move, I might pofllbly, by being detained too long, lofe 
the opportunity of making a diredf one, which I mult once more beg leave 
to repeat, I am perfuaded is the only one which can afford his’Loidflilp the 
lead eSe< 5 lual afliflance, and give us afterwards a chance rjf decifive opera- 
tions. 1 (hall therefore reprefent this in the ftrongcfl light to Rcar-Admi- 
fral Graves ; and as I have cveiy reafon to fuppofe he thinkr. as I do, 1 can- 
mt doubt his co-operating with me to the utmoft of his power. 

Extract of a Lcticr from Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain ^ dated 
Nenxi^Tork^ iMj September^ i/Si* 

** In the very critical fituation of Lieutenant-General Enrl Cornwallis, 
and that part ot the army under his immediate command, occafioncd by the 
very unexpected naval foperiority of the enemy, I wilh ro give your Lord- 
ship the -carlicft and mod circuinilaniial information in my power. 1 have 
therefore, in my three iaftletters, had the honour to detail the moft ma- 
terial tranflbtions as th;y occurred, accompanied by the copies of fuch let- 
ters and papers as appeared neceflary for that purpufe ; aiul I now have that 
of inclcllng to you copies of fubfequent correfj)ondcncc with his Lordfhip 
and Rear-Admiial Graves, by which your Lordihip will fee the Heps I have 
takei\on this important cccafion : And ^hat the day after I had clofed my 
difpatch, No. 141, I received a letter frQm the Admiral, dated the 9th in- 
flant, to inform me that the enemy being abiolute mafifrs of the navigation 
of the Chefapeak, there was little probability of any thing getting into 
York- river but by nit hr, and an infinite l ifk to any fupplics fent by water ; 
at the fame time acquainting me, that he had, on the 5th, a partial atSfioii 
with the French fleet\>f 24 fail of the line ; and that the two fleets had 
been in fight of each other ever fince, which making it inexpedient to fend 
off the.rc’vntorcement immediately, under fuch dangerous circumflances, I 
thought it right to call a council of the general officers on the fnhje 61 , who 
linanimoufly coticurred with me in opinion, that as Lord Cornwallis had 
proyifiotti to laft him to the end of Oaober, it was moft advifeablc to wait 
.until more favourable accounts from Rear-Admiral Graves, or the arrival of 
Rear-Admiral Digby, rendered the failing of the reinforcement lefs hazar- 
dous; and that as they judged that nothing but a dire£l movement to his 
jLordfhip could afford him the leaft effcftual affiftance, and Reftir-Admiral 
Digby was hourly expefted, no other ought to be undertaken, whilft this 
ivas poflible, left the principal oBiea Ihould be thereby delayed. On the 
' 37th, I received another letter frjAn the Admiral, dated the 15th, faying, 
that the F^cnA fleet Sad anchorea within the Capes of the Chefapeak, and 
the flag officSi? being of opinion, that a fliattcrcd fleet as ours ftiould not be 
tapofed to a*orm at the equinox, he determined to flicker at New- York ; 
upon which another council of the Lieutenant-Generals was immediately 
Called, in which it was refolved, that the Rear-Admiral Ihould be immedi* 

t ' atelj 
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ately informed that it was their unanimous opinion, “ It is abfolntely ncccf- 
fary that a reinforcement of troops and fupplies of provifions (hould be fcnc 
to Lord Cornwallis, the firft moment it is prafticable ; and that the attempt 
(liould be made, at all events, before the end of 06 bber,” This was ac- 
cordingly done without lofs of time, but our fleet having arrived at the 
Hook on the •i9tb, a council of war, compofed^of flag and general offleers, 
was aflembled as Toon as poflihle, the minutes of which (which 1 have the 
honour tvi inclofe) will inform your Lordfliip that 5000 men arc to be em-‘ 
barked on board the King’s ftiips as foon as they are refitted, anh that the 
exertions of both fleet and army lhall be made to form a juntSfion with the 
fquadron and army in Virginiq. Rear-Admiral Digby having arrived off 
the Hook on the 24th inflant, 1 have the honour to acknowledge the rc^ 
ceipt of your Lordlhip’s original difpatches, marked No, 87 and 88, fcpa» 
rate, dated July 4th and private ofJuly*7th, together with a duplicate 
of your Lordlhip’s letter, dated June ift, and an original letter from Mr. 
Knox, dated July j 4th.*’ 


CffJijf of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Earl Cornwallis io Major-Gtnergl 
P hillips^ dated W^tlmingtOHy April ^ 1781. 

* *• Di\r Phillips, 

My firuation hf-re is very diftrefling; Greene took the advantage of my 
being obliged to come to this place, and has ma.xhed to South Carolina j 
my exprefles to Lord Rawdon on my leaving Crofsicrcek, warning him of 
the poflibility of fuch a movement have all jfeilcd ; mountaineers and mili- 
tia have poured into th© back part of that province, and I much tear that 
Lord Kawdon’s pods will be fo diflant from each other, and his troops fo 
Icattered, as to put him into the greatefl danger of being beat in detail, anc} 
that the word o^ confequences may happen to moil of the troops out of' 
Clurles-tovvn. By a direfet move towards Camden, I cannot get time enoughs 
to relieve Lord Rawdon, and ihould he have fallen, my army would 
expofed to the utmod danger from the great Rivers I (liould have to paffk 
the exhauflcd (late of the country, the numeroita militia, the almoil uni^ 
verfal fpirit of revolt, which prevails in South Carolina, and the drength 
of Greened army, whofe Continentals alone, are at lead as numerous as 1 
am, and I could be of no ufe on my arrival at Charles-town, there beingj 
nothing to apprehend at prefent for that pod, I (hall therefore immediately 
march up the country by Duplin Court Houfc, pointing towards HilUbo* 
rough, ill hopes to withdraw Greene ; if that ihould not fucceed, I ihould 
be much tempted to try to form a juii6lion with you. The attempt is ex« 
ceedingly haz^ardous, and many unforefeen difficulties may render it totally 
imprafticable, fo that you muft not take any deps that may expofe your 
army to the danger of being ruined. I (hall march to t];ie lowed ford of 
the Roanoke, which I am informed h about twenty miles above Tay}o^ 
Ferry ; fend every poffible intelHgen<[e to me by the cypher I inclofp, aii|i 
make every movement in your powento facilitate lOur mepting, which muft 
be fomewhere near Peteriburgh, with fafety to your owfl ^jfmy. I men^ll 
the lowed ford, becaufe in an hodile country, ferries cannot be dependi^ 
upoD| but if 1 ihould decide npon the meafurc of endeavouring to cqmfn^ 

Xz yoQi 



i5« PARLIAMENTARY A. 1782, 

you, I fliall endeavour to furprize the boats at fome of the ferries from Ha- 
lifax upwards, 

I am your?, &c.” 

(Signed) ** C o a. n w aj. l i s.” 


Copy of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated Wd^ 
mington^ 2 \th yJpriL 1781. 

‘‘SIR, 


I have the honour to inclofe to you a duplicate of iny letter of the 
loth, fent by the Amphitnte, and copits of all niy letters to the Secre- 
tary of State, as they contain the moil exafl account of every tranfaCl ion 
of the campaign, of the prefent /late <*1* chinas in this diflritl, of suy g’-rat 
apprehenfions from the movement of General (Jaene towards Camden, jnd 
rny refolutions in confequeiice of it; I have nothing tc add to it for your 
Excellency’s fatisfiftion. Neither my cavalry nor infantiy are in rc.idl. cfs 
to move. The former are in want of every thing, ihc latter *n every ne- 
ceffary, but fnqi^s, of which we have received an aioplc fui»ply; I miift 
however begin my march to-morrow. It is veiy difar-ccable to me, to de- 
cide upon meafures, 10 very impoitant and ofc fuel, cr-ufonence to the ge-* 
neral conduvt of the vvar, without an cppoitunity i f procuring your Ex- 
cellency’s direflions or approbation, but the delay ant! difficulty ot convey- 
ing letters, and the impolKbility of waiting fur anfv/ers, render it indifpen- 
fibly pcceflnry. 

** My prfcfent undertaking Ets heavy on my mind. I have experienced 
the dangers and diPrcfles of marching lome jfiundreds of miles in a country 
chiefly hoflile, without one at^ive or ufeful friend, without intelligence, and 
without communication with any part of the country. The fituation in 
which I leave South ^^arolira, ^dds much to my anxiety : yeti am under the 
neceflity of adopting this hazardous enterprlzc liaftily ai.d with the appear- 
ance of precipitation, as I find there is no profpetl: of fpeedy rclnforce- 
snent from Europe, and that the leturn of Gicenc to North Carolina, either 
with or without fuccefs, rfould put a juncTion with General Phillips out of 
my powern 

M I am, Sir, 

(Signed) Cornwai-li s.’* 


Copy of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Htnry Clinton^ dated WtU 
mington^ le^th Jpril^ 1781. 

«« SIR, 

I have reflefted very ferioufly on the fubjefl of my attempt to march 
into Virginia, aad have in confequer ce written a letter to Major-General 
Ehiltipa, of which 1 have the hon^r to inclofe a copy to your Ex- 
cellency. } 

** 1 liave likcwife dlrefted Lieutcni'nt-Colonel Balfour to fend tranfports 
.and provifions t(^ftiis pjir,«in cafe I fhould find the jundl ion with Major- 
General Phillips inexpedient or impra^lcable, and that I fhould have the 
mrtificatioQ of feeing that there is no other method of conveying bis Ma- 
3 jelly'. 



A. 1782. DEBATES. 157 

jcfty’s troops to South Carolina, without espofing them to the moft evi- 
dent danger of being loft. 

** I am, &c.” 

(Signed) *‘Cornwalli s.” 

Cofy of a L ettcr from Earl Corn-uofUl'S to Sir Hc?iry Clinton^ K* 5 . Peterf^ 
burgh ^ 20th May ^ 1781 . 

« S I R,“ 

** You will eafily conceive how fenfible an affliflion it was to me, on cn» 
teriiig this province, to receive an account of the death of my friend, Gene- 
ral Phillips, whofe loffi I cannot fufficiently lament from perfonal oc public 
confidcraiions. 

The corps which I brought from North Carolina, arrived here this morn- ' , 
ing. 'I'hc information conveyed by your Excellency to General Arnold, re- 
lative to the probable movements of the French annaruent, reftrains rae at 
prefent fiomiiny marerial offenfive opeiations ; but as foon as I can hear any 
failsf.ictory accounts of the meeting of the two fleets, I will endeavour to make 
the beft uie in my power of the troops under my command. General Arnold 
being of opinion, that rortfmoutji, with its prefent garrifon, is fecureagainft 
a coup-de main; I would wlfii to avoid making a precipitate movement to- 
wards that place without abfolute necelfity, becaufe it would leflen our repu- 
t.iiion in this province, but I have fent to allure the commanding officer, . 
that 1 will do every thing 1 can to relieve him in4:afe the French iliould at- 
tack the poft. 

La Favette is at Wiltown, on the other fide of James-river, and not far 
from Richmond, I have not heard that Wayne has yet joined him. 

It is with infinite latisfa^iion that I inclofe to your Excellency, copies of 
two letters from LorckRawdon, which have relieved me from the moft cruel 
anxieties. His Lordfiiip's great abilities, courage, and firmnefs of mind, 
canmit be fufficiently admired and applauded. 

There is now great reafon to hope that we lhall meet with no ferious mif- 
fortune in that province ; iT bov/ever, General Greene fiioul J perfeverc in 
carrying on offenfive opcratio;’'.s againft it, wc muft I think, abcindon Cam- 
den, and probably Ninety-fix, and limit our defence to the Congarce and 
the Santee ; this will be only giving up two bad polls, which it is difficult to 
fupply with provifions, and quitting a part of the country, which for fome 
months paft, we have not reallv pcireflcd. , 

•I have taken every means to intori-ii Major Craig of my having palled the 
Roanoke ; on which event it was previoufly concerted between us, that he 
ftiould fall down to Bald Head, and from thence proceed to Charles-town as 
foon as tranfports arrived to carry him. 

I have the ho^ur to be, fee. ‘ 

(Signed) “ C o R N w A L 1. 1 s/ 

\ 

ExtraSl of a Letter from Earl Cornivallh to Sir He^ry CUnthr.* K, B. dated 
at Byrd^s Plantation^ North of JameS'-rifuer^ T^tb May^ 1781 . 

“SIR, 

The reinforcement is fafely arrived in James-river, and I opened all 
your difpaCches to poor Phillips, marked on his Majefty’s fervice. 

“ I hope 
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** I hope that your ExctUency has received my letters from Wilmington, 
and one of the* 20th, from Peterfburgh; as the latter went by an uncertain 
conveyance 1 fend a duplicate of it. 

** The arrival of the reinforcement has made me eafy about Porrfmouth, 
for the prefent I have fent General Lcflic thither with the 17th regimenr, 
and the uvo battalions • of Anfpach, keeping the 43d re|;imenc with the 
army. 

*• I (hall now proceed to diflodge La Fayette from Richmond, and with 
my light troops to dcflroy any magazine or (lores in the ikighbourhood, 
which may have been colledled, cither for his ufe or General Greene’s army; 
jfifom thence I purpofc to move to the Neck at VVilliamfburgh, which is re- 
prefented as healthy, and where fome fubfiftence may be procured; and 
keep myfelf unengaged from operations which might intciTere with your| 
plan for the campaign, until I have the fatisfaftion of hearing from you, P 
hope I lliall then have an opportunity to receive better information than has 
hitherto been in my power to procure, relative to a proper harbour and 
jilace of arms ; at prefent I am inclined to think well of York. The ob- 
jedions to Portfmouth are, that it cannot be made ftrong without an army 
to defend it, that it is remarkably unhealthy, and can give no protection to 
n (hip of the line. Wayne has not yet joined La Fayette, nor can 1 pofi- 
V cively learn where he is, or what is his force. Greene’s cavalry are faid to 
be coming this way, but 1 have no certain accounts of it. 

Your Excellency defires Generals Phillips and Arnold to give you their 
opiniors ; as General Arnold goes to New-York, by the firll 1‘afe convey- 
ance, you will have an opportunity of hearing his fentiments in perfon ; 
experience has made me lefs fanguine, and mora arrangements feem to me 
neceflary for fuch an expeditic n, than appear to occur to General Arnold. 

** I take the liberty of repeating, that if offenfive war is intended, Vir- 
|;inia appears to me to be the only province in which it«can be carried on, and 
III which there is a (lake. But to reduce the province, and keep poiTeflion of 
the country, a conliderablc army would be nccefiary, for with a fmall force, 
tire buiinefs would propably terminate unfavourably, though the beginning 
triight be fuccefsful ; in cafe it is thought expedient, and a proper army for 
the attempt can be found, I hope your Excellency will do me the juflice to 
believe, that I neither wifti nor expc< 5 l to have the command of it, leav- 
ing you at Nejv-York on ihll defcnfivc, fuch fentiments are fo far from my 
heart, that I can with great truth aflure you, that few things could give me 
greater pleafurc than being relieved by your prefence from a lituation of 
lb much anxiety and refponfibility. 

** By my letrer of the 20th, your Excellency will obierve, that inficad of 
thinking it pofliblc to do any thing in Nonh Carolina, .1 am of opinion that 
it is doubtful whether we can keep /he pofts in the back parts of South Caro- 
lina, and I believe I have llatedlin former letters, the infinite difficulty of 
protefling a frontier of 300 miles, ngainll a perfevering enemy, in a country 
where we have no wa^er conimuni/ation| and where few of the inhabitants 
are ai^Ive or^^tful friends. ' 

** In enumerating the corps employed in the fouthern diftrift, your Ex- 
cellency will recollect that they are all very weak; and that fome of the 
Brltifij, as well as Provincial regiments retain nothing but the name ; our 

wcaknefs 
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weaknefs at Dulldford was not owing to any detachment nnlefs that with 
the baggage, but to lofles by adiion, ficknefs, and during the winter's cain> 
paign.” 

* ^ 

of Letters from Sir Heniy Clinton to Lieutenant-General Earl Corn* 

•wallis^ dated May 29/^, and June 8/^, 1781. 

“ When I firft heard of your Lordfliip’s retreat from Crofs-Creek to 
Wilmington, I confefs 1 was in hopes yoti h:id reafon to conlidcr Greene fo 
totally hors de combat as to be perfeftly at eafe for Lord Rawdon*s fafety* 
And after your arrival at Wilmington, 1 flattered myd'clf that if any change 
of circumflances fhould make it ncceflary, you could always have been able 
to mtirch to the Walkamaw, where 1 imagined veflcls might have palled ydti 
over to Gcorge^town. I cannot therefore conceal from your Lordfliip the 
apprehenfions I felt on reading your letter to me of the 54tli ultimo, whereill 
you inform me of the critical ficuation which you fuppoled the Carolinas to 
be in, and that you (hould probably attempt to effed a jundion wdth Major- 
General Phillips. Lord Rawdon^s officer-like and fplrlted exertions, ia 
taking the advantage of Greene’s having detached from his army, have in- 
deed cafed me of niy anprehenfions fci the prefent. But in the difordered 
ftate of Carolina and Georgia, as reprefented to me by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Balfour, 1 lhall dread what may be the confeqnence of your Lordfliip^i 
move, unlefs a reinforcement arrives very foon it South-Carolina ; and fuch 
inftrudions are fent to the officer commanding there, as may induce him to 
exert himfelf in reftoring tranquillity to that province at leaft, Thefe 
make no doubt your Lordfliip has already fent to Lord Rawdon, and that 
every ncceflary meafure for this purpofe, will be taken by his Lordfliip in 
confequence of then^ Ihould he remain in the command. But as there are ' 
many officers in the regiments coming out, who are older than Lord Raw- 
don, I have to lament the probability of bis being fuperfeded in it, as 1 
can fcarce flatter myfelf that any of them will be poflefled of the knowledge 
requiiite for coiidu(Sling operations in Carolina, * without having ever 
ferved in that country, or be fo competent to the command there, as officera 
of more local experience. I therefore beg leave to fubmit to your Lord- 
fliip, the propriety of fending cither Major-General Lcfljp, or Brigadier- 
General 0 ‘Hara, to Charles -to wff, to take the command of the troops in 
that diltridt, which in the prefent critical fituation of affairs in the fouthern ' 
colonies, will certainly require an officer of experience, and a perL£l know- . ^ 
ledge of the country. Had it been poffible for your Lordfliip in your letter 
to me of the loth ultimo, to have intimated the probability of your inten- 
tion to form a junftion with General Phillips, I fliould certainly have en-' 
deavoured to have flopped you ; as 1 didithen, as well as now*conlider fuch 
a move as likely to be dangerous to our interefls in the fouthern colonies. 
And this my Lord, was not my only fea^; for 1 wil^ be free to own, that 
I was apprehenlive for the corps under ybur Lordflnp’s immediate orders^ . 
as well as for that under Lord Rawdon, ^nd I ihould not have thought even , 
the one under Major-General Phillips in fafety at Peterfburgh, at leaft for 
fo long a time, had I not fortunately on hearing of your being at Wilming- 
ton, fent another detachment from this army, to reinforce him. 

. Your 
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“ Vour Lordihip will have been informed of my ideas refpeiJ^lng opera- 
tions to the northward of the Carolinas, by my inftru£tions to the different 
general ollicers detached to the Chefapeak, and the fubftance of fome con- 
verfations with General Phillips, which 1 committed to writing, and fent to 
him with my laft difpatch, with directions to communicate it to your Lordlliip* 

As I judged the force I fent to the Chefapeak, fully fufficient for all 
operations there, even though we fliould extend^ them to the experiment 
(mentioned in the converfations referred to) aud your L.ordQiip will perceive 
that it was Generals Phillips and Arnold’s opinion they were fufficient (which 
however might certainly require a much ^rearer force) it is poffible that the 
additional corps your Lordihip has brought with you, may enable you to re- 
turn fomeihing to me for this poff. But I beg your Lordfliip will by no 
means coufider this as a call, for I would rather content myfelf with ever fo 
bare a defenfive, until there was an appearance of ferious operation againft 
me, than cramp yours in the leaft. 

June 8th. Your Lordfliip will fee by Fayette’s letter, that you have 
little more opjiofed to you than his corps, and an unarmed militia ; for we 
art told here that the Pennfylvania line has revolted a fecoud time at York- 
town. Your Lordfliip can therefore certainly fpare 2000, and the fooner 
they come the better, without it fliould be your intention to adopt my ideas 
of a move, and put yourfclf in nearer co-operation with us. But even in 
that cafe, you can fpare us fomething I fuppofe. 

I am perfviaded 1 need not fay to your Lordfliip how neceflitry it is that 
I fliould be informed, witliout delay, of every change of poiition in your 
Lordfhlp’s army; and lam furc you will excufe me for obferving, that had 
at been poflible, upon the arrival of the laft reinforcement from hence, 
(which I am told joined you the day after the date of your letter on the 20th 
'tilt.) for your Lordfliip to have let me known your views and intentions, I 
.l^ould not now be at a lofs to judge of the force you might want for your 
operations. Ignorant therefore as I am of them, 1 can only trufl, that, as 
j'your Lordfliip will fee by the inclofed intercepted letters, my call for a re- 
^ jmforcement is not a v anton one, you will fend me whai you can fpare as 
i)feon as may be expedient. For fliould your Lordfliip be engaged in a move 
^ fuch importance, as to require the employment of your w'hole force, I 
' would by no means wifli to flarve or obflru6i it ; but in that cafe would rather 
I endeavour to \Vait a little longer until occafioiis grow moie urgent, or 
';your fituation can admit of your detaching, of which however, I requeft to 
be informed with all poflible difpatch. But with refpedt to (he European 
reinforcement, I muft requefl that fliould it arrive in the Chefapeak, it may 
, be fent to me without delay, agreeable to the orders I have fent to the of- 
ficer commanding at Fortfniouth, and the requifition I make by this oppor- 
{tuaicy to Captain Hudfoii, or offi^r commanding the King’s (hips.” 

.'EpetfaB of a Letter from Sir Clinton to Lord Cornnsadl:^^ dated 

. • Ne^M-Tork^ iith June^ 1781. 

“MYXORD, 

** I am honoured with your Lordfliip’s letter of the 26Lh ultimo, and as I 
im unwilling to detain the convoy, I fliall not have time to write fo fully 
^ to your Lordihip, as I could wifi). 


“ Refpefimg 
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UefpcifUng my opinions of llations in jH?nes and York jlvcrs, 1 (hall 
beg leave only to refer your Lordlhip to my iniiruftions to, and correfpon- 
dence with Generals Phillips and Arnold ; together with the fiibftance of 
my ccinverfiinons with the former, which your Lordlliip will have tound 
amorgft G»"neral Phillips’s papers, and to whrth 4 leferied you in my hift 
difpatch. I fliail therclore of courlc, approve of any alterations your Luid- 
lliip may think proper to make in thofe ftations. 

The deti'irhinenis I have made from this army into the Chefapeak finoc 
General l.eilie’s expedition in 0«l:tober laft (inclufive) have amomued to 
77 ?4 etl'cctivcs ; and at the time your LordHilp made the jnndlion with the 
coips llure, there were under Major-General Phillips’s orders 5304, a force, 
I fliould have hoped would be fuflicient of itfcltV to carry on eperarions in any 
of the loLirhcrn provinces in America, W'hcrc, as appears by the intercepted 
ieiiers of VValhington and La Fayette, they ate in no fituaiion to ftand agalnll 
even a divifion of that ai my. I have no reafori to fuppnfe the Continen- 
tals under La Fayette can exceed 1000; and I am told by Lieutenani-Co- 
lonel Hill, of ihe 9th regiment, that about a fortnight ago, he met at Frcde- 
rick-town, the Pennfylvanian line under Wayne, oi about the fame number, 
who were lo dirconienied, that their officers were afraid to truft them tvirh 
ammuriition. 'Phis however, may have lince altered, and your Lordlliip may 
polTibly have oppofed to }ou from 1500 to 2000 Continentals, and as La 
Flyette obfcrvc.s a fmall body of ill-Hrmed peafantry ; full as fpiritlefs as 
the militia of the Ibuthcrn provinces, and withotit any fervicc; comparing 
therefore the firce now under your Lordlhip in the Chefapeak, and that 
of the enemy oppofed to you, (and I think it clearly appears they have for 
the prefent no intenrion of lending thither reinforcements) I fliould. have 
hoptd you would have quite fufficient to carry on any operation in Virginia, 
Ihould that have bain advifablc at this advanced fcafon. 

“ ]]y the inteiecjited letter inclofed to your Lordlliip in my laft difpatch, 
you will obferve that I am threatened with a ficgc in this poll, my prCfcnt 
efledive force is only 10,931, with refpeft to what the enemy may collect; 
for fuch an objed, it is probable they may amount to* at lead 20,000, Lefidcs 
reinforcements to the French (which from pretty good authority I have rca- 
fon to exped, and the numerous militia of the five neighbouring provinces; 
thus circum danced, I am perfuaded your Lordlhip will be of opinion, that 
the fooncr I can concentrate my force, the better. Therefore, unlefs (your 
Lordlliip, after the receipt of my letters of the agth of May, and 8th in- 
ftant, ffiould incline to agree with me in opinion, and judge it right to adopt 
my ideas refpcdiiig the move to Baltimore or the Delavvar-Hook, &c.) I 
beg leave to recommend it to vou as foon as you have finiflied the aftive ope- 
rations you may be now engaged in, to tj^kc a defenfive flation in any healthy 
fituation you choofe, (be It at Williainlbu'‘ gh or York-town) and I would wifli 
in that ca!e that after referving to yourfclf fuch troops as you may judge nc- 
ceflary for an ample defenfive and defu'tory movements by Water, for the 
purpofe of annoying the enemy’s communications, deflroying magazines, 

&c. the following corps maybe lent ;o me in lucccllion, as you can fpare 
them. 

VoL. VIL 


Y 


Two 
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Two battalion? of ll^hr infantry, forty^third rt-triment.— Scv. n^) -rxrb, 
or ba* uiiions ot Aiiiy.ich, (TjlCiI - ivcinpf^is, cava'ry and 

infitiTry. — Rcmrdiu of '^'ci.irhmcnt ot leventetnth light dragoons, and fuch 
a |)roportion of aniliery rs can be fpaivd, paitkulaily niea. ^ 

Until the arriwil of ;hc ci'p 2 «'^lcd rcink:c.::rcnia iVoin Europe it will be 
impoirible for me to judge uh:t l.'tuiC oprr:’.:<-:S mi.y be uiti.in u-.y power; 
under my prcfeiit cncuu»ila.'iX‘ , I bcaiidy u ■ p / fpuiC .* .econj 

army, after leaving a fudkienr j tu.b ivip:a'iant pod : but y^ur 

Loitlfliip wib, 1 hope, ejaiife n- *, if I d:;];'.: r-(aii your o,jnion of the man- 
ner in which that arre.y li eutd i>e ; i<tr e^peri^ . 'c ^ yght to con- 

vince us, that ihcic ii. no p'.niibdby 01 iv-cir bliibing ord.'r iu atiy ivbul- 
lious province on this rontinei.f, iviihouc the hearty ailid: nc • oj nunjcrous 
friend?. Thefe, my Lord, arc not 1 think, to be found m Virginia: nor 
dare I pufjtively HMcrt that under our prLicnr ciicurnU inccs, they arc to Le 
found ’ll great niimbtrs, any whtie l 1 r, i.r that their t^rcitkns when found, 
fvill anfvvcr our cxpi.d.iiion^. 


ExtrcH pf a I.ciicr from ilr Marqri'i D. l.n FrrycUd tn General WufjivgUjg^ 
Hilton^ North-fne rj '/\f. iSr^, 178 1* 

‘‘DEAR general, 

**l-lr*vip'; b. ( 1 dircM. b/ <k-..v»a! (iMTUcto tAc the comiaand of tl;e 
trooos in I nau- .•!< oidcis fr ‘ r hon, thM cxcry rtcounc 

from this Opiartci [«o irnir rr. to vhongrtls, and to your Eiu k 

lency. Ju ob-jditiuv to which, 1 IIijII have the i> )!i«iur to relate our mo\e- 
mnirs, aiuitlicE olMie roiubincti armit % of llic r-ujniy. 

VVlun Gctieiai Piiii 'ps umi aicu iio«p • •chinond, his piOjeft was to flop 
at Williamfburgh, ihete to collect contid’ju. ; wliLli he had impokd : 1 Ida 
induced me to t.:Kc a j o'.iiuui bciwcc j ihi r.unky and C h 'kahow .uany rivers, 
which eijually covet -d Iv'chrr.or.d, and foiiK- other intcr^lting parts of the 
ftate, and f:om \v hence i dciacl.ed Gc'. . .al NelEii vvirh fome militia towaids 
Williamlbirgb. 

“ Having got as low down as that p! General Phillii s feemed to difeover 
an intenlicn to iiiahc a landing, nu: up-ni ^uvlc! s received by a veiled from 
Portfmoutli, ilu Miciiiy v\ i* iicd aaeiior, and witli all t) e fliil they couM 
croud, haft^ned u«p the rl\cr. This imell gcnce made me apprchenlivc tne 
ettcmy iniende ‘ 10 ri.ai (':i.vrc me out ol R.chiiiond, where I iccurned im- 
mediately, ai:« 'eJ our fm.ll loice. Intelligence was the fame 

day leccivcd that Lord Coinwallib (who [ had been allured to have embarked 
a.t Wilmington) was marching through Nortn Carolina; this was confirmed 
by thr landing of Geiier d P: dlips, ai Brandon, fouth fide of James-river. 
Apprehending .that b- rii art ’ 'cs w^'d move to meet at a central point, I 
marched towards Pctcriburgi , and iiundtd to have cltabl idled a comniunica- 
ticn ov^r App tii at j\ and Juines-rivc ; but on the 9th General Phillip.^ took 

I toileifjcn of Pctcib Kv,'h, a place '/here his right flank being covered by 
atnes rivr r, hvs ftoni oy Appamatoic, on wLich the bridges had been deflroy. 
cd in the lirll of the invaLou, and hts left not being attackable but by a 
long ciicuit ihiough lords, that at this fcafon are very uncertain, I could not 
(even with an ec^ual force) have got any chance of fighting him, uplefs I had 

given 



given up this fide of Ji’ines-river, and the country from which rcinfcrccnunts 
are expeofed. 

“ It being at the enemy’s chr.ice to force us to an I’t'lion, while their owm 
pofition infured them againil our enterprizes, I thought it pro|:cr to fliifc 
ll'.is lituation and marched the greatfr part of ojvfrocps to this pLice, about 
ten niilcij below Richmond. Letters from Oneinl Nalb, General Sumner 
and O'ent-ral Jones me polirive as to the arrival ofCukr.el Tarleton, and aa- 
noiincp thatot Lord Cornw illts at Habfax. 

“ Having recc-Lecl a requeft from North Carolina for ammunition, I made 
a cietaciimeiit of 500 men untler General Mecklenburg, to clcort 20,000 car- 
tridges over Appaniuiox ; and to divert the enemy’s attenticn, Colonel Gimac 
With liis batf^diion ,'nd four field pieces c mnonadtrd their pofirion from this fide 
the river. I hope cAir ammumrion will arrive lafe, as befcic General Mcckkn- 
burg returned, he put it in a fafo n)ad with proper directions, 

“On the 131 li General Phillips d ed, and the command devolved on 
General Arnold. 

‘‘ General Wayne’s dct ichment has not yet been heard of, before he ar- 
rives it beciMiies very dangerous to ritk any engaoement where (either of the 
Britllh armies bting valUy fuj ci'ior to us) we ihail Certainly be beaten, and 
by the lofs of arms, the difpeilion of the niiUt'a, and the dhhciilty of a junc- 
tion with General vVayiic, we mav bde a Icfs dar.;. erous chance of refilianec. 

“ The'e cotifiderations have induced me to think, that with our fo very 
great inferiority, and with the advant ge the cnewiy have, by their cavalry 
and naval fupc.iorby, there would be mu',h raPimefs in fi^^hi’iig them on any 
but our groun.d, and this fide of the liver, and that an engagement, which I 
fcarulllhe (bon necefiary, ough.t if pofiible be deferred nil the Pennfylva* 
Ilians arrive, whcin 1 have by fcvcnil letters requeikd to haflen to cur 
afliita-'ce. • 

“ No re])ort has lately coinc from near Halifax, though a very nftivc of- 
ficer has been fent for that purpofe. But every intelligence confirms that 
Lord Cornwallis is houriy expeded at Pcterlburgh ; it is true there never 
was fuch difliculty in getting tolerable intelligence as there is in this country, 
and the immenfe Lipcriority of the enemy’s hoi fe renders it very prec.^rious 
to hazard our fmall parrits. 

“ Arnold has received a fmall reinforcement from Portfinouth. 

“ Dear General, your moLl obcdicnl iumible lervant, 

(Signed) “La Fayette.** 

P. S. In juftice to Major Mitchcl and Captain Muir, who w'cre taken at 
Peterlburgh, 1 have the honour to inform your Excellency, that they had been 
fciit to that place on public fervicc. I l\fve reejuefted General Laufon to 
collect and lake command of the militia four 1 of Appamatox, Lc:\:al im])edi. 
menis were thrown in the road from Halifax to Peterfburgh, and precautions 
taken to remove the horfes from the enemy’s reach; ihould it be poffiblc to 
get arm?, fome more militia m’ght be broi^ht into th^ field, ^ but General 
Greene and inyfelf labour under the fame duadvantage : The tew 'militia .wel 
can with gieat pains colledi, arrive unarmed, and wc have not a fufliciency of 
weapons to put into their hands. 


ExtraSt 
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and the perfeverancc with which he purfues his plan, notwlthftanding his 
diiaHer, do him infinite honour. 

There have been various reports for feveral days paft, that a farther 
embarkation was taking place at rvew-York j and fome have even gone fo far 
as to iuppole a total evacuation of the place was in contemplation. 1 have 
an account through a pretty good channel, as late as the 2;fth inflanr, in 
which nothing of the kind is mentioned. Tlv.re had been fomc very un- 
common movements among the troops upon Long-Iiland, which may have 

f iven rife to the conjectures I have fpoken of. My informant fays that 
enfacola is taken, and that General Robertfon goes to Virginia to lucceed 
Genersll Phillips.” 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed “Geo, W a s h i x c t o 

CvlSf of an intercepted Letter from General WaJlAn^ton^ to Mr. Lund Wajhing- 
ton^ dated NenM-‘JVindfor^ 3 ijl May, 1781, 

“DEAR LUND, 

I returned laft Saturday from a conference with the Count do Rocham- 
beau, at Weafhcrsfield, on Connefticiit-riveV, and found your letter of the 
9th inftant ; and the laft poft brought me another oF the i6tl), 

** We have heard nothing yet of the detachment, confining of about 
2000 men, which left New- York the 13th inftant ; nor do v\e know whether 
thofe troops were bound for Virginia, North or South Carolina, orelfe- 
where, A report prevails, and is believed by fomc, that the enemy arc 
about to quit New-York altogether ; but 1 fiiall withhold my opinion of the 
matter yet a little longer, if fuch an event fliould take place, it will be an 
evidence in my mind, that they cxpe£l matters are drawing to a concluiion, 
and that they have a mind to get as fail hold on the fouthern Hates as 
pofiible. 

•• 1 have already given you my opinion, in fome late letters, with refpe^l 
to my moveable property, after removing the moft valuable, and lead 
bulky articles, the reft, with the buildings, mull take their chance, I am 
prepared for the worft that can happen to them ; to hear, therefore, of 
their being plundered or burnt, will be no furprize to me. In cafe a body 
of troops fliould fomc into that pan of the country, (belonging to the enc» 
my) public as well as private conlideracions require that horlcs and flock of 
all kind fliould be driven out of their reach. 

•• I am, dear Lund, your affedlionate fervant, 

(Signed) “Geo. Washington.’^ 

General Wajhln^ton to John Parle (Cujlis, Efq. at AUngdon, Virginia^ ^\Jl 

May^ 1781. 

“ DEAR CUSTIS, 

** On Saturday laft iVeturned fre^ a conference held with the Count dc 
Rochambeau,*at Wcathersficld, and found Mrs. Wafhingion very unwell^ 
as Ihe had been for five or fix days preceding, and ftill continues. 

“ Wc have not yet heard what is become of the detachment that left 
New-York the 13th inftant, and do not know whether it was deftined for 

Virginia 
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Virginia, Cape Fear, or elfe x*re. It is now llrongly reported, and be- 
lieved by numbers, that the enemy are about a total evacuation of New* 
Yolk, but I fliall fufpend my opinion of the matter, till there is clearer 
evidence of it, 

“ The States, •this way, are mifcrably flow in fending in their recruits for 
the army, and our fupplies come in equally tardily 1 Whether the feafon 
and the profpa^ before them will produce any change, I am unable to fay. 
And am, with much truth, 

“ Yours, &c. 

(^Signed) “ Geo. Washington.** 

• 

Copy of an intercepted Letter from General Wajhin^on to the Marquis De la Fay- 
ette^ datid Head‘^artcrs^ Nt’W^lVindfory May^ 1781 . 

“ IMY Dl. All MARQUIS. 

“ 1 h.ivo receiv'^d yf*ur tav; uis of the 4th, 8th, 17th, and i8th Inftants. 
Y'our con 'c 't, iqv '* < very occafion, meets my approbation, but in none 
jnoio lo li'.an yo'-.r to hold ri correfpondence with Arnold. By an ac- 
count wlTiCJi 1 ec(iv-'d from New-York, General Robinfon goes to 

fucLccd Geneial IM/iilip". You may have fomerhing to apprehend from his 
agj' and cxpciience, h\i not iniir'" from his aeflivit}'. 

In a Ictrc’* which 1 wi’’ to Baron Steuben, on ifjth inftant, I de- 
flred him to iiil. rm yru, is 1 did not know at thst time where you might 
be, that I Iv.k) good is .dmi fo believe a detachment of between 1500 or 
2000 men had faiied from New York a few days before. I now have it 
confirmed, and I think you may cither look for them in Chefapeakj-or 
farther routh’'’nid. 

“ Your d^'^Mminarimi fo avoid an engagement with your prefent force, 
is certainly j .dicioiis. I ha|-e the Pennfylvanians have began their march 
before this, but I have no inloirnarion of it. General Wayne has been 
prtifed both by Congrefs and the Bi-..ud of War, to make as much expedition, 
as p(3lTible; and extraordinary power-, are given him to*enable him to pro- 
cure provilions. 

“ Upon your information that Colonel Vofc wiflied to return to the 
northwaid, I ordered Colonel Vupp:r to relieve him, and had fat out 
before your letter of the 4th reached me. 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) “ Geo. Washington.’* 

of an intercepted Letter from Getnrnl Wajlnngton to the Marquis Dc la 
Fayette^ dated New-Windf or ^ 'liji May^ i73i, — \^Privaie^ 

‘‘MY DEAR MARQJJIS, 

“ I have jull return d fioni Wcathersficld, at which I expelled to have 
met the Count de Rochambeau and Gmnt de Barras ; but the.Bijtifh fleet 
having made its appearance off Block-Ifland,^ the Admiral did* not think it 
prudent to leave Newport, Count RocharnTjcau was only attended by Che- 
valier Chattellux. Generals Knox and Diiportail were with me. 

‘‘ Upon a full confldcration of our rSairs in every point of view, an 
attempt upon New-York, with^its prefent garrifon, (which by eftima- 

tion, 
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lion, is reduced 104500 regular troops, and about 3000 irregulats) was 
dSeemed 'preferable to a fouthern operation, as we had not the command of 
the vrater. The reafons which induced this determination, were the dan- 
ger to be apprehended from the approaching heats, the inevitable diilipation 
and kyfs of men by fo l6ng a march, and the difficulty ot rranfportation ; 
hut above all, it was thought we had a tolerable profpeift of expelling the 
cvLcmy, or obliging them to withdraw part of their force from the foiithward, 
which lall would give the moft effcaital relief to thof; flates. The French 
troops are to march this way as foon as certain circumltauccs will admit, 
lea/vmg abowt 200 men at Providence, whh the heavy llores and 500 militia, 
ttpem Rhode-llland, to ftcure the works. 

lam endeavouring to prcv'ail upon the ftates to fill up their battalions 
for the campaign, it they cannot do it upon better termb, and to fend in 
aimple and regular fupplies of provifion : Thus, you perceive, it will be 
Ib^e time before our plan can be ripe for execution, and that a failure on 
oor part in men and fupplies may defeat it, but I am in hopes that the 
this quarter will exert ibcmfclvcs to attain what has long been a 
frvou-rirc, and is an iiiq^ortant obje6f to them. 

*^We have rumours, but I cannot fa< they are well founded; that the 
erremy arc about to quit New- York altogether; fliould they do this, wc 
sriitfi follow them of neceffiiy, as they can ha\c no other view than endea- 
vouring to ftiz,e and fecure the fouthein flates, if nor, to hold them 
finally, to make them th (5 means of an advantageous negotiation of peace. 

1 take it for granted, that your lall difpatches infoim you fully of Eu- 
lopean atlairs, and that you can judge from them of the probability of fuch 
SHx 'event as 1 have mentioned takie.g p’acc. As you have no cypher by 
iwhicli I can wiirc to you in fifcry, and my letters have been frequently 
intercepted 01 late, I icllrairi nnfeif from men tianii’ig many matters 1 wifh 
ta conjinupicatc to voii. 

1 Ihnll advife you every now and then of the progrefs of our prepara- 
ttons. It would be unn. cv-ffary tor you to be here at prefent, and I am furc 
3'ou w’^milcl not wiffi to Ic.uc your charge, while you are fo near an enc ny, 
. CY rntil you could deliver them up to General Greene, or to another officer 
ca]>able of cxcrcifing the command which you are in. You will always re- 
men-.hcr, my-dcar Mrirquis, that your return to this army depends upon 
Tour o;\ n choice, and that I am, with every fentiment of efteem, regard, 
Sind afilcliou, 

“ Your mod obedient, &c. 

“ G E O, W A S H 1 N G T O N, 

P. S. ‘'.Ty pniblic letter contains an nnfwer to your feveral favours. 

\\ c.havc jull heard from NfcTw-Yoik that General Robinfon is goinp to 
Aipply ihe place Of Phillips.” 

.Cnfy tf nni^iirrce ft 7 ter from Monfieur dc Barr as ^ Commander of the 

7'iau'h 'diiu<ulro7u to the Chitvalkr de la Lucerne^ at Philadelphia^ dated 
y'c’ufort^ i^jfh i78r. 

“ Je viens de recevoir Monfieur la Lettre, que vous m’avez fait Phon- 
nctsr dr in ecrize en dute du 20th May, ainfi que le memoire qui y etc joint, 
par ma Icrtrc du 19, ie veuj ay mande ie p:ni que j'avois pris cc qui ra’em- 
• pcchoit 
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l^echoit dialler a la conference quil y a eu du General Wafliington avcc 
Monlieur dc Rochainbcau cc dernier m’a prevenu qu'il voua faifoit part 
de ce qui y a et<; 'decide. J’avois repondu a deux pronofitiona que a M. Roch- 
ambeaud avoit prevcu que le General Americain Airoit, et xl paroit quM 
)es a aprouvees. Je dcfircrois powvoir fuivre pour lea operations, le me- 
moire que vous m'avez envoys, vous verrez parce que voiis mandc Mr. de 
Rochambeaud mes reponfes, ainii, que mes obfervationa, je de fire, quellrs 
ayent votre approbation. L’Efcadre Angloife n'a paa paru depuis le aj- 
“ Comme il eft decide que TEftadre va a Bofton Jc me prcllera dc m*y 
reiidre pour ne paa retarder le depart des troupes qu'on eft obiig^ de me 
fournir au nombre 900 homme, pour compIfTer les equipages, vous ima* 
ginez bien que ces troupes renvoyeez TEfcadre eft en partie deftirmee. Je 
n'ecris pas a Mr. de la Touche, fil eft- encore a la Dclan^are ainfi que I’anel 
et que vous 1c deiliuiez pour la partie du nord dont ils ont befoxn de navigucr 
avec la plus grande precaution, et de venir a Bofton* 

Je fuis, &c* 

B A R R A 8>^ 

P. S. A mon arrivee a Bofton J'expediera la Concorde pour porter lea 
paqiie^s ec Petal de la Virginc, au Comte dc Grafle.” 


Extratl of a Letter from Earl CortvvoaUis to AV Hcjiiy Clinton^ dated WilUamf 
hurgh^ ^Oth 1781. 

The morning after my arrival here, I was honoured with your Ex«. 
ccllency’s dirpatebes of the nth and ij;th inftant, delivered by Enfiga 
Amiel. By them I find that you think if any oflenfivc army could be 
fpared, it would not lie advifeable to employ it in this province* It is natu- 
ral for overy officer to turn his thoughts particularly to the part of the war 
in 'which he has been moft employed; and as tbe fecurity, at leaft, of 
South Carolina, if not the reduction of North Carolina, feemed to be gene- 
rally expedled from me, both in this country and in England, I thought 
xnyl'elf called upon, after the experiment I had made had failed, to point 
cut the only mode, in my opinion, of eifedting it, and to declare, that uo«. 
til Virginia was to a degree fubiefied, we could not reduce j^orth Carolina# 
or have any certainty of the back country of South Carolina, the want of 
navigation rendering it impoifible to maintain a fulHcient army in either of 
thefe provinces, at a confiderable dtfiance from the coaft, and the men and 
riches of Virginia furniihing ample fupplies to the Rebel fouthern army* I 
will not fay much in prailb of the militia of the fouthern colonies, but the 
lift of the Britifti officers and foldiers, skilled and wounded by them fince 
laft June, proves but too fatally that they are not wholly contemptible. 

Your Excellency being charged with the weight of the whole Ameri- 
can war, your opinions of courfe are lefs partial, axyl are directed to aU 
its part ; to thofe opinions it is my duty IjnpUcitly to fubmil* « 

Being in the place of General Phillips, I thought myfelf called upon 
ky you to give my opinion with all deference; however, my opinion is at 
|ii efent of no ^reat importance, as it appears from your Excellency’s dif- 
pa tches, that in the execution of thefe ideas, a co-gperation was intended 
o m your fide, which now ciMild not be depended uponi from the uncer- 
VoL. VII Z winty 
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taintvof t!ic permanency of our naval fupenoritv, and your apprehenfiona 
of .in intended ferious attLmpt upon Ncwv-Yoik. I have, thertfore, loft 
no time in taking meafurcs for complying with the rcquilmon contained m 
your difpatch of the ij^ti inftant. 

“ Upon viewing Yoik, I clearly of opinion, ihit it far exceeds 01 r 
power, Gonfiftent with your plans to make fale dcfenfive pods there and at 
Gloiicefier, both of which would be nece/lary for the prottdfion of (hip- 
ping. The date of the tranfports has not yet been reported to me, but 1 
have ordered the few that are at Portfmduth to be got ready; and as (bon 
as I have paffed james-river, (foi which purpofe the boats arc coll((fting) 
and can get a convoy* they (hill be dilpatched with as many troops as they 
will contain, and (hall be followed by others as faft as you fend tranfports 
to receive them. When I fee Portfmouth, I (hall give my opinion of the 
Humber of men nece(raiy for its defence, or of any other port that miy be 
thought more piopcr. But as magnzines, &c. may be deftroyed by on a- 
fional expeditions from New-York^ and there is little chance of being able 
to eftablifh a port capable of giving efte£tuil pioteftion to fliips of wir, 1 
filbmit it to your Fxctlhncy’s confideiatibn, whethei it is worth while to 
hold a fickly defenfiir port in this bay, which will always be expofed to a 
Aiddcn French attack ; and which expet lence has now (hewn, makes no di- 
verfion in favour of the fouthern army. 

** Tailcton was lucky’ enough to intercept an exprefs, with letters 
from Greene and La Fayette, of which the inclofed are copies. By 
^them you will fee General Greenes intention of coming to the noiil- 
lyard, and that part of the leinffiiircemcnt dtftincd tor this army was 
flopped in conlequence of my ariival hete. As foon as it is evidert 
that our plan is nearly defenlive heic, there cm little doubt of his 
returning to the fouth^vard, and of the leinforcements pioceeding to join 
his army 1 ftill continue in the moft painful anxiet) , for the (iruntioii 
of South Carolina. Your Excellency will h ive received accounts of Lord 
Kawdon’s proceedings, pievious to his arthal at Monk’s Corner, and of his 
intended operations. My laft account from him is in a note to Lieutenant 
Colonel Balfour, dated the 9th inftant, at Four Hole Budge, and he was 
then in great hopes of being in time to lave Crugei. I have ordered Colo- 
nel Gould to proceed as foon as a convoy could be procured, with the i9fh 
and 30th regiments to New -York, leaving the 3d regiment and Hank com- 
panies in South Carolina, till your pleafure be known. I named the ftank 
companies, becaufe they might be drftant at the time of the ai rival of the 
wier ; and as a corps capable of exettion is much wanted on that fervice, 
your Excellency well knows my opinion of a dcfenfive war on the frontiers 
of South Carolina. From the ftate of Lord Rawdon’s health, it is im- 
pOfBble that he can remain, for which reafon although the command in that 

Q uarter can only be attended with mortification and difappointmeiit, yet, as 
came to America with no other f icw than to endeavour to be ufcful to my 
country^ and as I do not think it pofiible to render any fervice in a dcfenfive 
ficuation here, 1 am willing to repair to Charks-town if you approve of it ; 
and in the mead time I (hall do c^ery thing in my power to arrange matters 
here, till I have yrfur anfwcr. La Fayette’s Continentals, 1 believe, con- 
lift of about 17 or 1800 men, exclufive of foilie twelve-months men collet* 
tA by Steuben. has received confiderable reinforcements of mUitia, 

• 3 
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and about 800 mountain rifle men under Campbell. He keeps, with his 
body, about 18 or 20 miles from us, his advanced corps about 10 or 12, pro- 
bably with an intention of infulcing our rear-guard, when we pafs Jamea- 
river. 1 hope, however, to put that out of his power by crolliiig at James 
City-ifland, and if I can get a favourable opportunity of ftriking a blow at 
him, without lofs of time, 1 will certainly try it^ 1 will iikewife attempt 
water expeditions, if obje£tj prefent tbemlelves after my arrival at Portf- 
mouth. I feel moft (incerely for the fufferings of the unfortunate Loyalifts, 
but being of opinion that a detachment would not affi)rd them fubilantiai 
and permanent relief, I ihall not venture fuch a ftep unlefs your Excellency 
fhould think proper to direft it.” * 

C(py of a Letter^ ^jsritten from Sir Henry Clinton ^ K. B» to Earl CornvjalliSf 
dated Headquarters ^ New^Tork^ fulyiub^ 1781. 

“MY LORD, 

“ I have received your Lordfliip's letter of the 30th of June, and the 
Admiral has difpatched a frigate with his and my opinions in anfWer to it. 
I cannot be more explicit by this opportunity, than to defire, that if you 
have not already pafied the James- river, you will continue on the Williamf- 
burgh Neck, uniil (lie arrives with my difpatches by Captain Stapleton. If 
you have pafTed it, and find it expedient to recover that fiation, you will do 
it, and keep poflTeffion of it until you hear farther from me. Whatever 
troops may have been embarked by you for this place, are Iikewife to re- 
main until farther orders ; and if they (liould have been failed, and within 
your call, you will be pleafed to Hop them. It is the Admiral’s and my 
wifh, at all events, to hold Old Point Comfort, which fecures Ham4>toti: 
Koad. 

• (Signed) “ H. C l i n t o N.’* 

Extract of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton^ K, B. to Earl Cornwallis^ dated 
Head NewTork^ St/j fuly^ 7 3 1 . 

“ By your Lordfliip’s anfwer to my letters of the nth and i;th ultimo, 
(which are the only ones you acknowledge the receipt of, and in which I made 
requifition for feme of the corps ferving in the Chefapeak, if you could 
fpare them^ I am to underfiand that your Lordfhip does no» think that with 
the remainder (which woqld have amounted to at lead 4000, fuppofing even 
that you fent me 3000) you could maintain the poll I had propofed to be 
occupied at York-town, &c. fo neceflary in every refpedt to cover our fleet, 
and give us entire command over the entrance of that bay, 1 therefore think 
proper to mention to your Lordfhip, that whatever my ideas have been of 
the force fuilicient to maintain that ftatidn and the correfpondipg one on the 
Glouccller fide, your Lordfhip was left the foie judge of that lulficiency to 
the whole amount of the corps under your immediate orders in Virginia^ 
nor did I mean to draw a Angle man from you, untill»you had provided fof 
a refpeflable defenfive, and detained a fmsll corps for deful(or)» water expit* 
ditions, for my requifition was" made after the receipt of your Lordihip’s 
letter of the 26th of May, from which 1 apprehended chat you had no im- 
mediate operation of your own to propofe, and did not thi^k it expedient to 

Z z zioft 
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adopt the one I hsd recemmended to General Phillips, but I confcfs Icoiiut 
not conceive you would lequire above 4000, in a ftation wherein General 
Arnold had reprefented to me (upon report of Colonel Simcoe) that 2000 
men would be amply fuflicient, and being (Irongly imprelTed with the ne- 
ceflity of our holding a naval ftation tor large (Inps as well as fmal], and 
judging that York- town* was of impcrtance for fccLirhig fuch a one, I can* 
not but be concerned that your Lordflup fbould fo fuddenly lofc light of it, 
pafs Jaines-river, and retire with your army ro the fickly port at Portfmoiith, 
where jour horfes W'ill I fear be ftarved, and a hundred other inconvenien- 
ces will attend you ; and this, my Lord, as you are pleafed to fay, becanfe 
you were of opinion that it exceeded yoin- power conlillcnt with my plans, 
to make fafe defenfive pofts there, and at Glouccfter. My plans, my Lord, 
were to draw from Chefapeak, ab well for the fake of their health, as for 
a nccclFary defenfive in this important pod, fuch tro»ps as your Lordfliip 
could fpaie from a refpcdable defenfive of York, Glouceftcr, or fucli other 
ftation, as was proper tu cover lino of battle fhips, and all the other fervieos 
'I had recommended ; but 1 could not polfiblv mean that your Lordlhip fltoukl 
for this, give up the hold of a ftation fo im]>ort.int for the purpofes 1 de- 
figoed, and which I think La Fayette will immediately feize and fortify, 
the moment he hears you have repafled james- river, lor though I am to 
fuppofe the enemy w’ill be as little able to defend it with ^000 men as your 
Lordftii]) judges yourlclf robe, and of courfe may for the fame realun be 
difpoffefl'cd, 1 fliould be forry to begin with a fiege the operations I am de- 
termined fo carry on in tlie Chpfapeak, whenever the feafon wdll admit of 
them, I will therefore confult Rear Admiral Graves on this fubjedt, and let 
your Lordflup have our joint opinion in conferjutnee# 

With regard to Portfmouth, your Lordfiiip w'ill have fecn by my former 
JetTcrs, and the papers in your poftWlion, that when I fent Genera! LcHic 
to the Chefapeuk, I only wiflicd lor a ftation to covef our cruizing frigates, 
and other fmall ihips. 

That general ollicci* thought proper to make choice of Portfmouth, and 
bad 1 doubt not, good reafons for fo doing. But it has ever been my opi- 
nion that if a better could be found, efpecially for covering line-of-battle 
Ihips, it ought to have the preference, and 1 think if Old Point Comfort 
. will fecure Hampton Road, that is the ftation we ought to choofe, for if £li- 
zabeth-river is^at all kept, a fmall pod for about 300 men at Mill Point, 
would in my opinion anlwer. But as to quitting the Chefapeak entirely, I 
cannot entertain a thought of fuch a iiieafure, but moil probably, on 
the contrary^ fend there, as foon as the feafon returns for a^ing in that 
climate, all the troops which can poiribly-be fpared from the different pofts 
upder my command. 1 therefore flatter mj felf, that even although your 
. Xordfhip may have quitted York, end detached troops to me, that you will 
^ Jbavc a fuflicfiency to rt*-occupy it, or that you will at leaft hold Old Point 
..Comfort, if it is poftible to do it without York. 

“ . I find by the intq’cepted letters you fent me, that La Fayette’s Continen- 
.^lUls, when joined by Steuben am^ Wayne, do not altogether exceed 1800, and 
that even if he could colleCf a numerous militia, he had but few arms to 

f ut into their hands, and thofe your Lordiliip 1 fee has eftedually deftroyed. 
c likcwife appears that although Gieciic may himfelf come to the north* 

ward, 
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ward, his corps is to remain in South Carolina; — 1 therefore fuppofe your 
Lordftiip has recolluftrd this, when you lent orders to Brigadier^Geneml 
Gould to bring the i9rh and 30'h regiments to this place, efpecially as you 
tell me, you dill contiaue in the moil painful anxiety fur the lituation of that 
province. 

I am forty Eord Rawdon’s health (hould obligc»him to return to Europe, 
I think it is highly proper that either your Lordfliip, General Ledic, or 
General O’Hara, ihould go to Charles-town, but £ can by no means confent 
to your Lordflilp’s going thither, before you hear farther from me, for very 
efiential reafons, which [ ilrall not now trouble your Lordihip with. 

I was very unhappy to hear of* the unfortunate move of our friends, and 
its confequences ; but as it is probable they have no arms to defend them- 
felvrs, 1 ilioiild imagine, that if a dation could be found in their neighbour- 
hood which was fate and tenable, and arms could be given them, it might he 
nvjans of faving many of them. Your Lordfhip will however, as being upon 
the ipot, be the bell judge how far this may be proper or praiSlicable, for as 
I know nothing of the diftriil where this is fuppofed to have happened, or 
what their numbers are, I cannot fay how far it may be expedient to give 
them aliiftance. Your Lordftiip has I believe, many fparc arms in Chefa- 
peak, and there are likewife a i^onfiderable number at Charles-town ; but if 
any ftiould be wanted from hence, 1 will fpare as many as 1 can. 


Cc 0 of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Earl (^ontzvallisi dated Ne^'^Torh^ 

July \ith^ 1781. 

•‘MY LORD, 

“ I am juft returned from having a conference with Rear Admiral Graves, 
in confequence of yonr Lordftiip’s letter of the ^cth ultimo, and we are both 
clciirly of opinion, that it is abfolulcly neceflary we (liould hold a ftation 
in Chefapeak, for flfips of the line as well as frigates, And the Admiral 
feems to think, that Ihould the enemy poflels themfelves of Old Point Com- 
fort, Elizabeth-river could no longer be of any ufe to us as a ftation for the 
frigates, therefore judges that Hampton-road is the fisteft ftation for all ftiips; 
in which your Lordftiip will fee by the papers in your polTeflion, I likewife 
agree with him. It was moreover, my opinion, that the pofleffion of York- 
town, even though we did not polTefs Glouccfter, might give fecurlty to the 
works we might have at Old Point Comfort, which 1 iftiderftand fecures 
Hamptoii-road. 

I had flattered myfclf that after giving me as nearly 3000 men as you 
could fpare, your Lordftiip might have bad a fufiicicncy not only to 
maintain them, but to fpare for defultory expeditions: forJhad.no other 
plans ill view than to draw, for the defence of this poft and operation in its 
neighbourhood, fuch trviops as could be fpared from your aripy, after leav- 
ing an ample defenfive to fucli ftations as your Lordftiip might judge proper 
to occupy, and a fmall moving corps for defultory water expeditions during 
the fummer months, in which no other might be pvtiper in that unhealthy 
climate. But as your T.ordfliip feems tc* think that you cife, in no degree, 
comply with my requifition for troops,* and at the fame time eftablifti a poft 
capable of giving protection to fliips of war, and it is probable from what 
you write me, that you may have repafled Janies-river and rcti;eu to Portf- 

niuiath, 
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mouth, I beg leave lo rcqijcft that you will, without lofs of time, examine 
Old Point Comlorr, and fortify it, detaining fiich troops as you may think 
neceflkry for that purpofe, and garrifonirig it afterwards. But if it (hould 
be your Lordfliip’s opinion, that Old Point Comfort cannot be held without 
having poiTeffion of York, for in this cafe Glonceller may perhaps be not fo 
material, and that the svholc cannot be done with Icfs than 7000 men, you 
are at full liberty to detain all the troops now in Chefapeak, which 1 believe 
amount to fomewhat more than that number, which very liberal conceffiuil 
will, I am perfuaded, convince your Lordfliip of the high eftimation in 
which I hold a naval ftation in Chefapeak, e(|)tcially when you confider 
that my whole force in this very cxtenfi«e and important poft, is not quire 
11,000 cffcaives; and how far 1 may be juftified m leaving it to fo reduced 
a garrifon, time will fliew. 

** I am as much mortified as your Lordfliip can poflibly br, at the ncccf- 
fity there is at prefent for leaving you upon the dcfcnfive in the Chefapeak ; 
and your Lordfliip will do me the juftice to obferve, that I have for fome 
months been inyfelf content with a ftarved defenfive, from the defire I had 
to give your Lordfliip as large an army for otfenfive operations as I could. 
Therefore until the feafen for re-commencing operation in the Chefapeak (hall 
return, your Lordfliip, or who ever remains in the command there, mufl, £ 
fear be content with a Ariel defenfive. And I muft defire that you will be 
wleaVedto conlidcr this as a pofinvc requifition to you, not to detain a great- 
er proportion ct the troops now with you than what may be abfolutcly necef- 
fary for dtft'nfive operations, &c, as before mentioned; when therefore your 
Lordfliip has finally detei mined upon the force you think fufficient for fuch 
works as you trert at Point Comfort, and the numberyou fltall judge requifitc 
to cover them at Yoik-to\vn,and for the other fcrvicesof the Chefapeak, during 
the unhealthy feafon, you will be pleafed to fend me the remainder. Your 
Lordfliip will obferve by this, that I do not fee any great neceffity for bold- 
ine Portfinouib, while you have Old Point Comfort : for (hould a ftation on 
Elizabcth-river be judged necellary, I think Mill Point will anfwer every nc- 
neeffary purpofe of covering frigates, &c. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. C l i N t o 

Coiy of a Lctnr fr-m Sir Hanry Cllntm to the Officer commanding the Troops 
embarked ft o?n the Chefapeak^ iSetv^lorkf \xth fuly 1781. 

« S I R, 

You will be pleafed wherever this fetter may meet you, to return to 
the Chefapeak, with the troops under your command, and wait there for 
farther orders from Earl Cornwall^., which will be given you in confequcnce 
of inftru£tioos I have fent his Lordfliip by Captain Stapleton. 

« I am, 

(Signed) H. C L i n t o n.’* 


ExtraH 
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Extraffs from the carrej^endence het-weeit Sir H, Cliiilon and Earl Cornwallis, oh the 
Suhje^ of Operations in the Chefapeak^ not tranf mined in any foimcr Dlfpauh* 

Pxtra^f from Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornrjiallis^ dated Ne^Lv-lTork^ 

17B1. 

** By the copy of inftruilions laft fent, and thofe now forwardtd to Gene- 
ral Ldlie, your Lordiliip will perceive 1 mean that you fliould take the com- 
mand of the whole. If my wiflies are fulfilled, they are that you may 
^flablifli a poft at Hillfborough, fcccl it from Crol's-creek, and be able to keep 
that of l\)rtrmouth, a few troops vvi!l do it, and carry on defultory expedi- 
tions in theChefapeak till more Iblid opciations c'Tn take place, of which, I 
fear, there is no profped without we aie confiderably reinforced. The mo- 
ment I know your Lordihips determination to keep a poll at Portfmouth, I 
will, as 1 laid before, cenfider what additional force 1 can fpare. Onto 
a/Tured of our remaining fuperior at fea, I might poiribly fend 2000 more for 
|his winter’s operation. Relpeding operations in the Chefapeak they are but 
ot two forts. Solid operations with a fighting .u my, to call forth our friends 
and fupp r r them, or a polt fuch a‘s at Portlmouth, carrying on defuhory ex- 
peditions. Stopping up in a great mcal'ure the Chefapeak, and by command- 
ing James-river, prevent the enemy from forming any confidcrable depots 
upon it, or moving in any force to the fouthwaid oj it. Sudh, my Lord, are 
the advantages 1 expedt from the fiation at Portfmouth, and 1 wifii it may 
appear to you in the fame light. You may in that cafe probably take up for 
this winter at Icaft, your head quarters there. As i have often faici, except 
as a vifitorf I lhall not move to the Chtfapeak without VVafiiington goes there 
in great force, which Jie dees not feem inclined to do, nor indeed to fend 
a fingle man there except Greene to command.” 

Extras of a Letter from Earl Cot mvallis to Sir Henry Clint on ^ dated Camp bc^ 
fote Wilmington lOth April i7Si.» 

[Received the 2 2 d April.] 

I am very anxious to receive your Excellency’s commands, being as yet 
totally in the dark as to the intended operations ul the fuinmer. • 1 cannot help 
exprcllingmy wiflies that the Chefapeak may become the feat of war, even (if 
neceflary) at the expence of abandoning New-York. Until Virginia is in a 
manner fubdued, our hold of the Carolinas muil be difficult, if not precarious 
The rivers in Virginia arc advantageous to an invading army, but North Caro- 
lina is of all the provinces in America the mull difiicult to attack (unlefs ma- 
terial aififtance could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of which I 
have fufiiciently experienced) on account of its great extent, of the uuinber- 
lefs rivers and creeks, and the total want of interior navigation.*’ 

• 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to E^rl Cormvallls^ dated 

June \ ctb, lySi. 

“MY LORD, 

As the Admiral has thought proper to Hop the failing of the convoy with 
fioreSyhorfe, accoutrements, &c. (which has been for fume days ready to fail for 
the Chefapeak) without alligningno me any reafon for fo doing, I delay not a 

momenc 
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moment to difpatch a runner to your Lordflup with a duplicate of my letter of 
the iith ir.ftant, uliich was to goby that opponunity. 

“ And as 1 am led to fuppofc from your Lordfliip’s letter of the 26th 
oltiipo, that you may nof think it e^fpeditnt to adopt the operations I had re- 
commended in the upper Chefapeak, and will by this time, probably have 
linifhed thofc you were engaged in ; I ra] left you will immediately embark 
a part of the troops dated in the letter inclofed, beginning with the light in- 
fantry, and fend them to me with all po/liblc difpatch ; for which purpofe. 
Captain Hudfun, or ofiker commanding the King’s ihip?, will, I prefume, 
upon your Lorfliip’s application, appoint a proper convoy. I fliall iikewife 
in proper time, folicit the Admiral to fend feme more tranf ports to the Chefa- 
peak, in which your T^ordflilp will ple^fe to fend hither the remaining troops 
you judge can be fpared tioin the detence of the polls you may occupy, as I 
do not think it adviliiblc to leave more troops in that unhealthy climate at this 
feafon of the year, than what arc ablolutciy wanted for a defcnlive, and de- 
fufrory water expeditions,” 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Sir Homy Clinton to Earl ConriValliSj du)ed A/^^u- 
Tork June 19'/^, 1781. 

' “ I have often given it as my opinion to your Lordlhip, that for fuch an 
nhjri 5 f as this, they could certainly raife numbers ; but I very much doubt iheir 
being able to feed them. I am however perfuaded, they will attempt theinvelli- 
tiirc of the place. I theri f(;re heartily widi 1 was more in force, that I might 
be able lo r.iKf advantage ct any lallc movements they may make in forming 
it. Should your Loiddiip have any folid operation in the Chefapeak to pro- 
pofe, or hive approved of the one I mentioned in my former letters, I lhall 
not, as 1 have alre.tdy told you, picfs yon for the corps I wifhed to have lent 
me, ar lead ?or the prefent. Bur, if in the approaching inclement feafon^ 
your Lordfhip lliould not thipk it prudent to undertake operation with the 
troops you have, and you may cafily conceive, I cannot poflibly fpare more, 
1 cannot but wliTi for their lake, if I had no other motive, that you would 
fend inc 21s ^0011 as poiiiblr-;, what you can fpare from a refpeflaMe defcnlivc ; 
and that your I^rdfliip may better judge what I mean by a rclpcdtable defen- 
livc, it is neceflary to inform you, that other intelligence, belides Monlieur 
fl.irrab’ letter, makes it highly probable that Monlieur Le Grade will vifit 
this coaft in the hurricane Icafon, and bring with him troops as well as (hips. 
But when he hears that your Lorddiip has taken podeilion of York-river be- 
fore him, I think it meft likely he will come to Rhode-ifland, and in that cafe 
that their fii [\ efforts will be in thi^ quarter, I am however under no great 
apprehenfjonV, as Sir George Rodney feems to have the fame fufpicions of 
l.e Graffr’s intention that we have, and will of courfe follow him hither* 
For I thmk our iitua‘ion cannot become very critical unlefs the enemy, by 
having command of the found, ,fhould poflefs thcmfelves of Long-ii)an(), 
which CHIP ne^er be the cafe w'hilft we are fuperior at fea. 

“ In the hope that j our Lordfliip wdll be able to fpare me 3000 men, I have 
ftnt 2000 tons of tranfports from hence, and what is wanting may be made 
vp from thofc in the Chefapeak. The corps I named in my letter of the iith 
ilailant, will, I imagine, amount to nearly that number. But fliould your 

Lorafliip 
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Lordfhip not be able to fpare the wholci it is neceflary to mention I expeA the 
detachment of the 17th dragoons, as they happen to be placed laft in the lift. 

1 have at laft had a perfonal conferrence with the Vice-Admiral, and 
he has agreed, if he does not intercept the French fteet, to take his ftation he* 
tween the Nantucket ihoals and Delaware, where his Fleet is to cruize for 
the proteAion of this harbour and out' communication nuith the Chefapeak, 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Heniy Clinton to Earl Cornivoallis^ Jated Ntrjj^Torlif 
June 26/Zp, 1781. 

[^t*nt aSih June.] 

“MY LORD, 

“ Having for very eftential reafons come to a refolution of endeavouring 
to bring the troops employed on that fervice to reinforce this poll ; I am to 
requeft that if your Lordihip has not already embarked the reinforcement I 
called for in my letters of the 8th, i ith, i^th and xqrh inftant, and (hould not be 
engaged in fome very important move either of your own, or in confequcnce 
of my ideas refpeAing operation in the upper Chefapeak, you will be pleafed 
as foon as poftiblc to order an embarkation of the troops fpecified in the 
margin, * and of the ordnance and other ftores, &c. &c. ftated in the inclof- 
ed paper, or in as full a manner as your Lordfliip can with propriety comply, 
recolleAing that whatever may have been taken coo great a proportion of, 
will be immediately returned to you the moment the expedition is over. 

“ As it is poftiblc that your LordQnp m^ have fent Major-General Leflie 
to Charles-town in confequence of what I faid to you in may letter of the 
29th ultimo, 1 have thought proper to appoint Lieutenant-General llobert- 
fon to the command of the troops on this fervice, which I ftiould not have 
judged necefTary, cwild I have been certain of his being named by your 
Lordfhip to accompany the troops coming hither; (hould that however have 
been the cafe, your Lordftiip will be pleafed neverthelefs to dire A him to 
proceed with the expedition. ^ 

C(py of a Letter from Sir TIemy Clinton to Earl Cormvallis^ dated 

July ijly 1781. 

“MY LORD, . 

“ For reafons which I think unncccflary to mention to you by this oppor- 
tunity, I requeft that whatever troops, &c. your Lordftiip may have embark- 
ed for this place, may fall forty eight hours after the departure from the 
Chefapeak, of the frigate which carries this letter and which has orders to 
return whenever your Lordfliip fignifies to the Captain of her, that the 
troops, 8:c. are all on board, and ready 4 ;o proceed on the intended fervice.’* 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Major-General Lejlie, dated Nevi^Tork^ 

July \ft^ 1781. 

«SIR, 

Whenever the troops which Lord CoVnwaHis fliall have embarked under 
your orders are ready to fall, it is the Admiral’s and my wifli, that the frigate 
which carries this letter fliould return to us, and that forty eight hours after 
VoL. VII. A a Ihe 


* Two battalions of light infantry, 434] regiment, 76th or 80th. Two battalions of Anfpach \ 
a Rangers, cavalry and infantry. Detachment of the 17th dragoons, and fuch a proportion 
of artillery as can be fpared, particularly mea* * 
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ihc leaves the Chefapeak, you will, il pofliblc, put to fca, when you will re- 
ceive farther orders. 

P. S. If this meets you at fea you will of courle proceed as above- 
mentioned, waiting for the Admiral,” r 


Copy of a hetier from Sir Henry Clint on to Major General Tay'iir, rr Officer coin* 
tnanding the Expedition front Chejnpeak at i'ea. Dated Head Jj^jtarteis, 
New York^ ^^djuiy^ 1781. 

‘‘SIR, 

“ Should the Solchay fii^ntc have arrived in the Chefcipcak bcfoie }(ni 
fail from thence, and Lord Cornwallis have icccivt J tunn Captdln St.ij)le- 
toii mv letter of the nth inllant, fent by that oppoituni;y ; and fhouJj his 
Lordfliip notwithllaiiding have thought proper to dirci"^ you to proacd ac- 
cording to your original dellination, you will be ple.ded in that cafe to come 
with the troops under your comm.ind 10 Sandy-flot k, and coming to an an- 
chor within the Hook, there wait my tarther oulers. But if the Soh-bay 
had not anived in Chefapeak, and I.oid Conn\ allis had nor received the 
letter I lent by her before your departure, )ou will be [’Lafed upon the re- 
ceipt of this immediately to return to Porifmoulh, and lollovV fuch farther 
diredVions as you may receive from his Lordfliip. 

“ As correrpoiiding clii^iflions with tbofe wi:i be fent to Captain Hudfon, or 
officer commanding the King’s fliips tint compofc voiirconvo}’, by Commo- 
dore Affleck, who coinmunds his Majefly’s fliips at New. York in ihe abfence 
of Rear-admiral Greaves, you will or courfe receive every allilhincc you want 
from him in carrying thefe orders into execution. 

“ I have the honour, 

(iiigned) “ IL Clinton.” 

ExtraB of a Letter fy^c??: Kail Cer.i^xaLs to Sir }{eriry Clinton^ dated PFiIham- 

Jhurgh^ ^othffunc^ T7S1. 

“ After palling james-river at Wctlovcr, I moved to Hanover coiirt-houfe, 
and crollcd the South Anna, 'I'he Marejuis Do La Fayette marched to his 
left, keeping dbovc me at the diftance of about 20 miles. By pulhing my 
light troops over the Noiih Anna, I alarmed the enemy for Fredcricklbuigh^ 
and for the jundicii with General Wayne, who was then marching through 
Maryland. From what I could learn of- the prefent flate of Hunter’s iron 
ixianufaftory, it did not appear of fo much importance as the llorcs on the 
other fide of the country, and it was impofflble to prevent the jundtion be- 
tween the Marquis and \Yayne, iVaereforc took the advantage of the Mar- 
quis’s paffing the Rappahanock, and detached Lieutenant-colonels Simcoe 
and Tarleton to difturb the aflembly then fitting at Charloiville, and to de- 
ilroy the ftores th^rc, at Old Albemarle court-houfe, and in the Point of 
Fork ; moving with the infantry, to the mouth of Bird -creek, near the Point 
of Fork, to receive thefe detachments. Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton took 
fome members of the aflTcmbly at Charlotville, and deftroyed there and on 
his return 1000 ftand of good arms, fome clothing and other ftores, and be- 
Iween four and five hundred barrels of powder, without oppofition. Baron 

Steuben, 
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Sfeubcn, who commanded about 800 twclvc-mourhs men of miliri retired 
with gicat piccl})itrttion trom the Point of Fork ; Licutenanr-colonel Simcoe, 
after ufing every exertion to attack hia reai-ouard, delfroycd there and at 
places adjacent, about 3300 ftaud of arms, mod or which unfcriiccablc, but 
then under lepair, fomc fait, harnefs, &c. and about 150 barrels of powder. 

“ I then moved by Richmond, and arrived at VVilliamfburgh on the 25111 
inftant, having in addition to the articles already mentioned deftroyed on 
this expedition at different places above 2000 hogfheads of tobacco, and a 
great number of iron guns, and brought off 4 br.ns thirteen-inch mortars, 5 
brafs eight-inch howitzers, and 4l!bngbrars nine-pounders, all French. We 
found near Hanover court -houfo 10 French brafs r \enty-fbur pounders, 
which we could not cany, and had not time or me"aiis to deftroy farther than 
by fpiking and throwing five or lix of them into the Pamiiiiky ; and we found 
at WilliAmfliurgh a confulcrable quantity of fliot and lliells, which are em- 
barked. Ger.er.il Wayne joined the Maiquis about the middle of the month, 
as did Raron Steuben foon after; and their army has generally kept about 
20 miles from us, without any material attempt by detachment, except in an 
ait.ick on Lion tenant-colonel Siincoe, on the 26th, a^i he was returning with 
his corps and the yagers from the dellruc^ion of fome boars and llorcs on the 
Chlckhoincny : thetnemy, though much fuperior in numbers, w'ere repulfed 
with ccnfiderjh'le lofs ; 3 ofiicers and 28 privates w'cre m.ide prilbners. The 
rangets had 3 ul'iicers and 30 privates killed and wounded. IJicutenant Jones, 
who was killed, behaved with great fpirit, and is*macli lamented by Lieute- 
nant-colonel Simeoe. 

M.ijor Craig rejirefentcd fo ftrongly to Lord Rawdon his regret at leaving 
the dillKllcd Loyalills in the neighbourhood of Wilmington, and his hopes of 
a confiderable infurredVion in the lower parts of North Carolina, where the 
enemy have no force,® that his Lordihip gave him a conditional permiffion to 
pailjionc the evacuation at Wilmington, but 1 have not yet learned whether 
he has availed himfclf of it.” 


Extra£i of a Letter from Earl Corn^^jallh to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated Cohham^ 

July'ii^ 1781. 

“ I was honoured this morning with your difpatch of the^sSth ult. The 
troops are perfertly ready, and will proceed to Portfmouth to wait the ar- 
rival of the tranfports. 1 will give immediate orders about the artillery, 
{lores, &c. 

The tranfports now at Portfmouth are fufficient to carry the light infantry. 
I had prepared them to receive that corps, and (hould have fent them to you 
in a few days if >oiir laft orders had ^.ot arrived. I take for granted that 
General Robertfon will come with the tranfporrs to take the coifimand of the 
expedition. General Leflic is ftill here : but as it was not my intention to 
have fent him with the troops to New-York, and as h^iwill be the propereft 
perfon to command, in cafe you fliould apnrove of my returning^ to Charles- 
town, I ihall not fend him on the expedition, unlefs it fliall then appear to 
he your Excellency’s delire that he Ihould accompany General Robertfon. 

I muff again take the liberty of calling your Excellency’s ferious atten- 
tion to the <i«cllion of the utility of a defenfive poll ip this country, which 

• A a a cannot 
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cannot have the influence on the wai* In CiroHna, and which can only 

give us fome acres of an unhealthy Avamp, and is for ever liable to become a 
prey to a ff)rcign enemy with a temporary fuperiority at fea. Defultary ex- 
peditions in the Chefapeak may be undertaken from New-YorL with as much 
cafe and more fafety, whenever there is reafon to luppofe that our naval force 
is likely to be fupcrior for two or th ee months. 

The boats and naval alhfl: ncc having been fent me by C<ptain Hud- 
fon, I marched on the 4th from William f .urgh to a camp which covered a 
ford into the ifland of Ja.nes-town. The Qiiee-i’n rangers pafled the river 
that evening. On the 5th I fentover ali the wi ccl ciuriiigcs, and on the 6th, 
the bat-horfes and baggage of every kind, ini ending to pafs with the army 
on the 7th. About noon Qn the 6th, informaiion was brought to me of the 
approach of the' enemy, and about four in the afternoon a large body attack- 
ed our out- polls. Concluding that the enemy would not bring a confide r- 
able force within our reach, un’cf- dicy fupnoltd that nothing was left but a 
Tcar-guard, I took every means to convince them of my weaknefs, and fuf- 
fered my picf^uets to be infulted and driven back ; nothing, however, ap- 
peared near us but rifle- moji and militia rill near fun -fet, when a body of 
continentals with artiHer) began to form in* the front of oiir camp. I then 
put the troops under r-r -s, and ordcied the army lo advance in two lines. 
The attack was began by the firft lliir with great fpirit, there being nothing 
but militia oppoitd to the l»ght-infaniry. • i he a6lion was foon over on the 
right i bur Lieutenant colftiiel Dundns’e ^'rigade, confiding of the 43d, 76lh, 
and 80th regirpents, which lorim-J the left wing, meeting the Pennfylvania 
line, and a detachment of the Marquis De la Fayette^s continentals, with 
two fix-pounders, w fmart a( 5 i»cti entued foi- fome minutes, when the enemy 
gave way : nd abandoned their cannon. The cavalry w^ere perfectly ready to 
purfuc, but the darknefs of the evening prevented «iy being able to make 
nfc of them. I cannot fufiicientiy commend the fpirit and good behaviour 
of the officers and foldiers of the whole army ; but the 76ch and 80th regi- 
mehts, on whom the brunt of th' adion fell, had an opportunity of diftin- 
guidiing ll^einfclvcs .'ir'-^tijuiarly, and Lieulenant-coloncl Dundas’s conduCl: 
and gallantry deferve the hi'gheft praife. The force of the enemy in the. 
field was about aoc<v, ind their lofs, 1 believe, between two and three hun- 
dred, ' Half hour more of day-light would probably have given us the 
greateft part of the corps. I have enclofed a lifi of our killed and wounded, 
We finilhed our pafllige yefterday, which has been an operation of great la- 
bour and difficulty, as the river is three miles wide at this place. I have 
great obligations to Captain Apliii, and the officers of the navy and Teamen, 
ror their great exertions and attention on this occafioh. 1 have not received 
the letters your Excellency alludes \o of the 20th of May, or iSthand iQch 
ofjunc.-’ • ■ 

CVjSy of a Later from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated SuftolL 
• ‘ iitfjjuly, ijij. ■ 

“SIR, 

“ I acknowledged in my letter of the 8th the receipt of your Eccellency’s 
difpauh of the 28th June. 1 have fifice been honoured with that of the ift 

• infianf 
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inllant by the Orpheus, and of duplicates of thf.fe of the :!9fh ]May, 8th and 
19th June, by the Charon, the oiioinnls of which have n.ikarrltd. 

“ I have only now to iotorm your Excellency, that every exertion fliall be 
made to fit out the expedition in the completed maunrr without lofs of time ; 
and as by your letter to Cieneral Leflie you feein tc^wiih that he lliould ac- 
company it, 1 have fent him directions for that purpofe. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ CoKNWALLIsJ* 


Extr^t£i of a Letter from Earl Conmallh to Sir Ilfnry Clinton^ dated Suffolk^ 
i^ith fuly^ 

“ lam glad to hear from Portfmouih that the expedition is almoft ready 
to fail ; and having given General Leflie full powers as to the equipment of 
it, I hope it will be to your fatisfaClion. I have detained fix iniaiitry boats 
and four horfe boats for the fervice here, and have direded all the others to 
go if they can be carried. The 23d light company has done duty for fomc 
time puft wirh the legion, which is not returned from an cxcurfion to the up- 
per part of the country; I have therefore, in place of the 23d, fent the 
light company of the 80th. The enemy's army have come fo low down the 
country, and we having by the deftruCtion of their craft rendered it difficult 
for thi’in to pafs James-river below Tuckart-owc, and the militia of the upper 
counties of this fide of the river being with them, ^ thought it a good oppor- 
tunity to endeavour to defiroy the magazines between james-river and the 
Dan, tiiat aiedeflined for the ufe of their fouthern army. I accoidingly 
detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton with the legion cavalry, and fome- 
thing upwards of an hundred mounted infantry, on the 9th inilanr, from 
Cobhain, with orcci# to call, among other places, at Prince Edward or Bed- 
ford court-houfes, where I was informed their principal milirnry llores had 
been collected. This will be a fatiguing expedition, but I lhall be able to 
give them iv upofi <heir return, as I fee little appearance of cavalry being 
much wanted in this quarter for fomc time to come; In the mean time I fliall 
remain at or near this place until he comes back, which I hope will be in a 
few days, I have detached 1 levv •; unt-colond Dundas with part of the 
80th, CO y the ffiipping Itores at houth t^ay, and if poflible I 
fliall fend a deiachnn nt to i’,denton for the fame purpofe before I fall back to 
Portfmoiithp Ccicucl tjould has . r »;ceived my orders for fending two of 
the late arrived regiments to New-Yoik, the exprefs veflcl wlrh my dif- 
patches li.iving been taken by a rcbtl privateer. And as it appears by your 
Excellerji^’y’s difpaich to me of the 19th June, that you approve of the three 
regiments remaining in South CaroliT.a, 1 have notified this to Colonel 
Gould by the Carysforr, which retook the exprefs velld, and called here two 
days ago in her to Charles-town. 

“ It gave me gicat pleafure to learn from a Charl ip-town paper, lately 
brou^^hc in here, that General Greene had^r.viied the of A'inety-Six, af- 
ter liaving been tepulfeo in uh attempt to carry it by aflault, and that Lord 
Kawdon badairived there on the 29th ultimo. I have likewife been informed 
in this' country that Greene was on his march on the a4th ultimo towards 
Broad-rivcr#’J 

3 Cofy 
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Cofy of a Letter from the Captains of His Maf jlfs Ships to Earl Corn^jjallis^ 
relative to the State of Point Cotrferi^ dated Rubmondy llumpton^i oad^ ibth 
Julyy 1781 . 

“ MY LORD, 

In confcq^ueiice of a rcquifition that your LordHiip received from the 
commanders in chief of his Majefty’s troops and ftiips relative to a poll being 
eftabliQted at Old Point Comfort for the protedlion and fecurity of the King’s 
Ihips, that may occalionally be feiit to the Cliefapeak, ive, whofe names are 
hereunto fubferibed, have taken as accurate a furvey of that place as polfible, 
and are unanimoufly of opinion, from the width of the chapnel and depth 
of water clofe to it, that any fuperior en:fmy’s force coming in, may pafs 
any work that can be eftabliHicd there with little damage, or dcllroy ic with 
the (hips that may be there under its protection. 

We have the honour to be, 8ic. &c. 

(Signed) CH4 RLES Hudson, 

Thos. Symonds, 

ChaKLES IlVERIT, 

Ralph Dundas, 

Copy of a Letter from Sir /f/wrv Clinton to Lien tenant -General Karl Oorn^valliSy 
dated Ke w-T'oj /(’, Augvjl idy 1701. 

« MY LORD, 

I was laft night honoured with your LordHiip’s Letters of the 24th and 
37th ult. by Captain Stipleton ; and it gives me no fmall concern to ob- 
ferve, by the tenor of them, that you are dirplcafcth with the opinions I 
took the liberty of giving in my letter of the 29th of May, reTpetTing the 
probable crnkqueiiccs of your retreat from Crofs Creek to Wilmington, 
and march from theiire to Pcteifburgh ; and with what I laid to your Lord- 
fhip, in my Ictiers of the 8th and iirh of lall month, on your delign of 
abandoning Williamfl^uigh Neck, and retiring with your army to Portf- 
nioiith. Therefor**, as it was not niy intenileui to give olfenee, and is ex- 
tremely my wifi bo properly undcrllood by your Lordfliip, 1 requeftyour 
aitcntion lor a few moments, to the tollowing elucidation of iny leniiments 
on both iiiofe fubjedls : 

“ 'i he high opinion I enteitained of your Lordfhlp’s military talents 
and the relied I had for your riiuaiion as feconel to mylclf, induced me, 
from the moment yon t)oit charge of a feparate command, to leave jou at 
full liherjy to aff in it as you jurlgdl bell for the King’s fervice ; and 1 arn 
perfuaded y'our Lordlliip is not infenliblc, that 1 conllanily purfued this 
line of conduct towards you, during all yotir operations in the Carolinas ; 
aiming at no cthci^ merit than that of diligently attending to your wants 
and fuppl}«ing«thc*m, whilft I was content to remain here myfelf, iij^on tlk; 
very confined defenlive, to which J was reduced, by the large detachments, 

I had lent to the Ibuthward, in fiipport of your progrefs. 

“ Although your Lordlhip was, as you have obferved, fubjefled by this 
means to a certain degree of anxiety and rcfponfibility, it does not appear 
that I was exonerated of my ftare of them, I could not, therefore, but be 
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pcrfori^iiy and nnxioufly inicrcllcd in your fuccffres and difappointments ; 
and I have a r-Tpt*( 5 l for your LordHiip’s judginenr, and am apt to 

doul)t my 'uvn wht:n it differs from it, yet it is cerrainly a duty I owe to 
iny ilation and guiiiinandci* in chief^, to exprefs my dilllnt from any meafiire 
your Lordrtiip adopts, when I apprehend that tlfe confcqueuces may be 
prcjudici.il. 'riiis, my Lord, being the cafe with refpct'^tto the moves taken 
notice of in my letter of the 29th of May, (and 1 mod linccrely wifli expe- 
rience had com inced me I was millaken) 1 immediately communicated to your 
Lo dfliij) my lentiments of the event, and how I thought it might have 
biicn obviated. In ihefe, it feenis, 1 am not fo foitunate as to have your con- 
currence ; but 1 mud coiifcfs they are not in thejead altered by your Lord- 
diip’s arguments, being dill of opinion, that "under the circumdances in 
which you defcrlbe \our troops to be, you could have fallen back from 
Crofii Cretk to the Pedee with much greater eafe and fafety, than you could 
have marched double the didance to Wilmington, through a country which 
you report to be entirely hodile. And I (hould fuppofe Lord Rawdon inighc 
have moved to the Pedee without interruption to join you, with every le- 
frcfhment your army wanted, as there docs not appear to have been at that 
time an enemy between that river and Camden ; and before you reached 
the Pedee, the country would probably have been fo opened, that your or- 
ders for that purpofe might have got to his Lorddiip with as much expedi- 
tion and fafety as your note did after the battle from Guildford. And with 
rcfpe£f to your Lordihip’s fubfequent move, I hope you will pardon me if 
I continue to diflent from the policy of the meaiiire, though you happily 
furinountcd the danger of it, as I fear the advantages, refulting from your 
junfbon with the Cbefapeak army, will not compenfate the lolles which 
immediately followed your quitting Carolina, notwithllanding General 
Greene’s wifhes 10 tfle contrary, which, I apprehend, meant noting more 
than a gafeonade, to boail the fuccefs he cxptded from a fecond aftion with 
your Lordndp’s army, in cafe it had dlrcded its lleps towards him inftead 
of Virginia. • 

“ I hope your Lordfliip will likewife exciife me for expreffing the uncafi- 
nefs I feel at the obfervation you make refpc6ting my opinion of the Virginia 
force, becaufc it feems to convey an infinuation which 1 am not confeious of 
deferving; and, I trull:, that as I know myfelf to be incapable nf wrefting 
opinions to ferve particular purpofes, it will appear that what 1 have laid at 
different periods on that or any other fubjec>, has been perfeffiy confonant, 
and candidly what I thought. I beg leave, therefore, to contrail with each 
other what I have faid in this and my other letters on the force of Virgin!# ; 
and I requeft your Lordfliip will be ^leafed to point out the impropriety 
which gave rife to that obfervation. 

‘‘ In the letter your Lordfliip quotes, I fay, * I fliould not Cave thought, 
even the one under Major-General Phillips in falety, at Pctcrfliurgh, ac 
lead for fo longa time.’ In the one of June 8th, your •Lordfliip will fee, by 
La Fayette’s letter, ‘ that you have little n^ore oppofed to you th«n his corps 
and an unarmed militia.’ And in that of June nth, where, as appears by 
the intercepted letters ofWafhington and La Payette, ‘ they are in no fltua- 
tion to ftand againft even a divifion of that army. And your Lordlhip may 
poflibly have oppofed to you from ijoo to 2000 Continentals, and as La 

• Fayette 
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Fayette cLferve.s, a fmall body of ill-armed peafantry, full as fpiritlefs as 
the iriiliila of the routhern provinces, and without any fervice.* 

\t the period alluded to in the firft letter, General Phillips was at 
Peterfburgh with only 2.000 men, uncovered by works. Fayette was oppofed 
to him, with his own corps, Steuben, Mulenberg, &c. and all the militia 
of the province, and exported to be foon joined by Wayne with rhe PennfyU 
vania line. I therefore certainly had caufe to be apprehcnfivc for General 
Phillips’s corps, in cafe Greene had, on hearing of your Lordftiip*s move 
from Wilmington, fallen back, and calling La Fayette to him, placed hiin- 
felf, with their united force, beween your Lordfh ip’s and the Peterlburg 
army, ready to (trike at either as it fuited his purpofe. But when the other 
letters were Written, iiiy opinion of the Virginia force was formed from the 
rebel letters juft intercepted, which fully deferibed the ftate of their arms 
and their numbers. I therefore cannot difeover, that they fliew, I thought 
at diftcrent periods, more or Icfs favourably of it, but as I was warranted to 
do by matter of fa£i, and the intelligence I received. 

To give a full and fatisfadlory anfwer to your Lordfhip’s letter of the 
27th of July, will, perhaps, take up more time than you or I can well fpare. 
But as your Lordfliip appears to be greatly affected by the contents of my 
letters of the 8th and zith ulr. I think it a duty I owe to your feelings 
and my own, to fay fomething in explanation of them : I muft therefore 
beg your LordHiip’s pat^*nce, while I ftate the fubftance of my correfpon- 
dence with General Phillips and yourfelf concerning the ftatlons to be held, 
and operations to be cairicdon in Chefapeak, &c. which, I prefume, will 
at leaft prove, that I fpared no pains to explain my defira'S to your Lordlhip, 
though I have, peihaps, unhappily failed in making them underftood. 

“ IVIy inftruftions to General Phillips, as quoted by your Lordftjlp, gave 
him a power to take poftefllon of York-town or Old Point Comfort, as a 
nation ter large thips, if the Admiral Ihould difapprove of Portfmouth, and 
require one. In ray letters to that general officer of the 24th March and 
jith April, I dcfired his opinion refpc^ling the poft of Portfmouth, and 
fuch others as he propofed to cflublilh on james-river, w-ith their importance 
confidered, either as affifting your Lordffiip’s operations, or connected with 
thofe of the navy; and after having received that opinion, I told him that 
Portfmouth vitas by no means my choice, and left him at liberty to change it if 
he faw proper. And the fubflance of the converfations with him, as cx- 
cratfted by your Lordftiip, go more fully into the advantage of a naval fia- 
tion, pointing particularly ro the one at York ; being led to the conlidera* 
tion of its utility by the French, having two winters ago ffieltered their (hips 
underworks thrown up there ; (as 1 have already mentioned to your 
Lordffiip) General Arnold has fince told me, that from the defeription given 
him of it by Lieutenant-Colonel Simeo^, he judged 2000 men W’ould be 
ample for its defence. 

** From hence," niy Lord, I prefumc it will appear, that I very early en- 
tertained \hobghts of a ftation ra Chefapeak for large fliips. And I referred 
your Lordfliip in my letter of the 29th of May, to my correfpondence, &c^ 
with General Phillips (in your poffeffion) for my ideas on that and other 
operations which I had In view ; leaving you at liberty however, to follow 
them or your own, as you judge beft for the King’s fervicct Having there* 
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fore afterward::, feen by your Lordihip’s difpatches of the 26tli of May, that 
you had coiiiidercd the papers referred to ; and had the li.vic uhje<?Viont; to 
Portfinouth, w'hich had been before Ibted, and wa^ inclined to thinh well 
of York, as a proper harbour ^nd place of arnia ; I naturally concluded that 
your Loidfiiip had entirely concurred with me, ndt only as to the propriety , 
of layinjy hold of a naval ibtion fomewhere on the VYilliainlburg Neck, but 
as to the place. And 1 of courfe fuppoled that your Lordfliip would fet 
about eftablilhing yourfelf there immcdiatclv on your return from Rlcljmonu, 
which I expefted would be in three or fourda^s after the d^te of your letter. 
Wherefore imagining you were crtnfiderably advanced in your works, (for I 
had no letter afterwards from your Lordfliip, uiuil the one yon honoured me 
with of the 50th June) I ventured to folicir yjii for a part of your force to 
affift me in the operations 1 propofed carrying on in this quarter, during 
the fummer months, when thofe in the Chcfape-ik nuift h.ivc probably ceaf- 
cd. And in doing this, as I was totally in the daik with refpcdf to what 
was then doing in the Cheiapeak, I endeavoured, as much as lay In iny 
power, to avoid all po'.libility of interrupting the moves you might be en- 
gaged in, or any object you might have in view, as will, I doubt not, be 
inanifellod, fioiu tlie following'cxtraOs from my letters to your Lo'.dlhip, 
which I beg leave to fubmit once more to your confideration. 

“ May 29rh. ‘ I would rather content m)fclf with ever fo bare a defen- 

five (until tiicrc was an appearance of foriou:> operations aguinll me) than 
damp yours ui the leafr.’ • 

“ June 8tli. You vvill fee by Fayette’s letter, ‘ You have little more ©p- 
pofed to yon, &,c. your Lordfliip can therclore certainly fpare 2000 men ; 
and the fooner they come the better, ike. Mad it been poflible for your 
Lordfliip to have lei 7m hio\\:nyour vUvjs and inicniiou^ I (hoiild not now be at 
a hfs to of the force you mi^ht ‘itv//// for your operations* Ignorant, there- 

fore, as 1 am of them, 1 can only trull, that, as your Lot d (hip will fee, 
by the enciofed intercepted letters, my call for a rcinioreeinent is not a wanton 
one ; you will fend me what you can fpare as foon as^nay be expedient ; For 
Ihould your LorJlliip be engaged in a move Vii fueh importance^ as to require 
the employment of your vohole force^ 1 'would hy no nieans wijh tojiarve or ohjirutl 
it j but in that cafe, would rather endeavour to wait a little longer^ until my 
occafans grow 7 norc urgctit^ or your ftuation admits of your dettuhing ; of which, 
however, I requeft to be informed with all poffible difpatch.’ N, B, This 
letter was written immediately alter I had known the enemy’s defigns of at- 
tacking this place, and (liould therefore be conlidcrcd as thoroughly deferip- 
tivc of the nature of my wiQies for a reinforcement. June nth, ‘ I (liall 
of courfe approve of any alterations your Lordlhip may think proper to 
make, with refpett to the ftations f propofed taking in York and James 
rivers. Thus circumHanced, I am pcifuaded your LordAip will be of 
opinion, that the fooner I concentrate my force the better. Therefore, 
iinlcfs your Lordfliip, after the receipt of my letters of the 2()th May^ and ith 
infant^ fliould incline to agree with me in opinion, and judge it right to 
adopt my ideas, I beg leave to recommend It to you, as foon as you have 
liniflied the adive operations you may be now engaged in, to take a defm* 
five Jiation in any healthy fituation you choofe, (be it at Williamfturg or 
‘York-town) and I would wifti, in that cafe, (i. e. after you have fecured 
VoL. VJL • B b fuch 
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fuch a ftation) that,' after refcrvin^ ttf yoiirfdf fuch troops as you may judiiiO 
neceffary for an atnplc and dcfulrory movements by water, &:c. the 

tollowing corps may be lent to me, in futceliion, as you can fparc them.’ 

“ June 15th, ‘ ] delay not a moment todilpatch a runner uyth a duplicate 
of my letter of the i ith htjlanty and as I am led to ftippofe, from your Loid- 
(hip’s letter of the 26ih ult. that you may not rljink it expedient to adopt 
the operations I had recommended in the Upper Chelape'ik, and will, by this 
time, probably have tiniflied thofc \oii u\rc in engaged in. (In whlcli, 
furely, the fecuring defenhve llatiops is obyloully likcwifo employe i) I re- 
queft you will immediately embark a part of the troops, Ihircd in the letter 
inclofed, beginning with the Ht^ht mpantry^ and fend them to me with the 
greateft difpatch. i (hall likewife, in prop: r time, fillluit the Admiral to 
fend fome more trnnfports to the Clufap-ak ; in whith your f.ordliup will 
pleafe to fend hither the remaining troopi you judge cai he JpareJ fro^a lie 
defence of the pojli you 7 nay occupy : rs 1 do not think it .alvjli.ab!e to leave 
more troops in that unhealthy clim.stc at this fe.ifon of the year, than what 
are abfolutely wanted for a dtfcnjive and defultory water c'tLUirions.’ 

- June 19th, ‘I am, however, perfjadcd, fl\cy v\ill attem])t tho in- 
veftiture of this phicc. I therefore heartily wifn 1 w.;s more in force, dut 
1 might he able to take advantage of any fade movements ih<v uiaj ??iukeinfor.n* 
ing it. Should your Lordfliip have any folid operation to ])ropofe, or have 
approved of the one I mcniionc'i in my fonnei letters, I ih.ul not, as I have 
already toIJ you, pvtf you for d'CLorp^ I wilhed to have i-rnt me, at haft for 
the prefent. But if, in the approaching in Jt aiCnt feajoi ^ yoUr (.oulihip (hould not 
think it prudent to uncieirake operation with the ti.'opMou have, &c. I 
cannot but wKh, for their fake, if I l.ad no f)ther motive, that you would 
fend me, as foou as pclhble, what you can fpare fiom a rtfpetiahlc difen^ 
Jive, And that your Lordfhlp may better judge what J fuean l>y ‘AveJpeHahU 
defcnlivc, it is ncccllaiy to inform you, that other iiucligence, bolides 
Monfieur Barras’ letter, makes it highly probable that Moniieur De Grade 
Wjll vifit this coad in &lie hurricane feifon, and bring with him troops as 
well as (hips. But when he hears your Lordfliip has taken pojfejion of Yorlf 
river hejore him, feV. (which, in other words, certainly means your defen- 
five is required to be more particularly refpeeiahle, as Dc CrafTo is cxpcdled to 
come foon with V confide; able armament to the Chefipcak, where he will 
probably feizc a ftation for his large (hips in York-river. Hut as it appears 
to be your Lord(hip’s intention to take po(rtflion of that poft, I think he 
will, upon hearing you have done fo, relinquifli the dcTign, and join the 
force affembling againft this place.) In the hope that your Lordfhip will be 
able to fparc me 3000 men, I have fent 2Q00 tons of tranfports ; but fliould 
your Lord(hip not be able to fpare the whole,* See, 

“ Thefc letters, my Lord, aic each a link of the fame chain, and collec- 
tively or fcparatcly were intended to fpeak the fame language ; the (imple 
and obvious meaning bf which I humbly prefiime to be this. “ 1 find }our 
Lordihip dbes*not think it expedient to undertake the operations I pro- 
pofed, and you have none of yoUr own in contemplation ; and it being 
probs^ble, you have made your arrangements for changing the poft of 
Portfmouth, which you diflike, and have finiflicd your defenfive on the 
WilliamfburgU Neck, which wc both approve of; 1 requeft that, 7000 

men 
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men) which as far as I can judge wirhout having lately reeeivcd any rc- 
“ turns) you have, you will referve as many as you want for the moll ample 
“ dc-fenjive and dcfultory water expetlirions, and then fend me the reft (ac- 

cording to the inclofed lift) in lucccilion ns you Ldn fpaic them.” 

It ib true, indeed, that fevcral of thtfe Iciurs were not received by yonr 
Lordlhip 'intii irmc time alter you rLcLi\Ld tholir of the nth and i ^th, 
o\v’ir*g to the line v peeked ly tedious voyage or the Charon thut canied them ; 
and yoii nuift be lenhble that it w'oiild ha\e been imprudent in me to have 
rifked ot rlicni by the boat in which linlign Ainiel was difpatchcd. 

El y- 'ir Lordlhip will be pleafed to recur to thofe you have received by 
him, -.1 perfu.ulcri you will find that the letter of the i ith refers you to 
ihofc > .h-o 29tli of May and 8th of June, which (it is exprcftly Implied) 
y iir ! oiJjhip was It) read bclore you executed “the older contained in that 
of c iTih, and your not having received them would (I Ihould fuppofc) 
have I'jliy warranted at le.*!! the fufpenfion of your refoliuion of re-pafting 
james-jiver, until you had ftated to me your litiiation, and heard again 
Fioin me. 

After ill’s very candid an J ample explanation, my Lord, I have only to 
aiTure you, ih.il it was not my intention to pafs the llightcft cenfurc on your 
Lnr.h'hip\i conduct ; much lefs an unmerited or fevere one. — VVe are both, 
amenable to the cenfurc of a much higher tribunal, Ihould cither of us un- 
happily commit errors that deferve it. Nor had I the fmalleft right to 
doubt your Lordftiip’s readinefs to comply with my deliver, if you had un- 
derftood them. — The difpatch with which you prepared to execute what you 
thought iiiy v,'ifti, and the alacrity you afterwards fhewed, together with 
with the ample manner in which you C4uij)peJ the expedition I ordered^ 
convince me you arc inclined to do lb, I had there ore only to lament, your 
Lordfliip had miftakcii my intentions ; and to endeavour to obviate the in- 
convenience as fpeec^ily as pollible. This perhaps was done in more pofi- 
tive language than I had been accuftonied to ufe to your Lordlhip; but I 
had no other object in view, than to make myfelf clearly underftood ; which 
I am happy to find has been the cafe, and that my meffenger was in time tQ 
to prevent the conlequenccs I apprehended, * 

“ I have the honour to be, &c.” 

(Signed) H. C l i sr t o N.” 

Copy ef a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Hir Henry Clinton^ dated Torh^ /« 
Virginia^ Augujl 12/(6, 1781. 

S I E, 

“ I embarked the 80th regiment in boats, and went myfelf on board o£ 
the Richmond, very early in the molt ing of the 29th, but we werefo un- 
fortunate in winds as to be four days on our paftage; the 80th landed on the 
night of the ift at Gloucefter, and the troops, who were in tranfports, on 
the morning of the 2d, at this place. 1 have fince brought the 71ft and 
legion hither, and lent the regiment dii Prince Hereditaire lo.Glgucefter. 

The works on the Gloucefter fide afe*in fome forwardnefs, and I hope 
in a fituation to refill a fudden attack. — Brigadier-General O’Hara is haften- 
ing, as much as pollible, , the evacuation of Portfmouth, As foon as be arrives 

B b 2 herci 
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here, I will fend to New-Yoftc every man that I can fpare, confident with 
the fatcty and^ubliltencc of the force in this country, 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) Cornwallis.” . 

Copy of a letter from F.arl Corn*waUis to Sir Hmry Clinton^ tlaied in 

Virginia^ Augvfi 3iy7, lySi. 

S I R, 

A French (liip of thel-nc, with two frigates, and the Loyalift, which 
they have taken, lay at the mouth of this river. 

A lieutenant of the Charon, who went with an efcort of diagoons toOld 
Point Comfort, reports, that there are between thirty and forty fail within 
the Capes, moftly fliips of war, and feme of them very large. 

‘‘ 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) Cornwallis.” 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Karl Corni\;aUiSy daiid 

Stpt ember id^ 1,781. 

“MY LORD, 

By intelligence which I have this day received, it would feem that Mr. 
Walhingtoii is moving an atmy to the fouthward, with an appearance of 
hade, and gives out, that he experts the co-operation of aconfiderable French 
armament. Your Lordfliip, however, may be afl'urcd, that if this lliould be 
the cafe, I fliall either endeavour to reinforce the army under your command, 
by all the means within the compafs of my power, or make every poifiblc 
diverfion in your Lordihip’s favour. 

Captain Stanhope, of his Majefty's fliip Pegafus, who is juft arrived 
from the Weft-Iudies, fays, that on Friday laft, in lar. 38, about fixty 
leagues fron^ the coaft, he was chafed by eight of the line, which he 
took to be French, that one of the virtuallcrs he had under his convoy 
had counted upwards of forty fail moic. Ho.vever, as Rear Admiral Graves, 
after being joined by Sir Samuel Hood, with fourteen coppered ftiips of the 
line, failed from hence; on the 31ft ultimo, w ith a fleet of nineteen fail, 
befides fome fiAy-gun fiiips, I flatter myfclf your Lordfliip will have little to 
apprehend from that of the French. ' 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) “ H. Clinton, 

P. S. Wafhington, it is faid, was to be at Trenton this day, and means 
to go in veffels to Chviftian Creek, from thence, by head of Elk, down Che- 
fapeak, in vefTels alfo, if that navigation is not interrupted; if he (hould go 
by land from Baltimore, your Lordfliip can beft judge what time it will re- 
quire; Ifuppofc at leaft three weeks from Trenton. Waflnngtonhasabou,t 
4000 Freifch •and 2000 rebel tr(?ops with him.” 
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Copy of a I.ttiiT from Earl Corn^j^allis to Sir Henry Cli/ilo/tf dated Tork-Ttn\.m^ 
J‘^itginia^ September zd^ 

“SIR, 

“ (Jom te Dc G raffe’s fleet h within the Capes of the Chcdipcak; forty 
l)oats w’uh trofips went op james-river yc*lerday, and fv)ur Ihips lay at the 
eutraiKe of this liver. . 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) “ Cornwallis.” 

Copy of a hcltcr from Sir Henry Cdinion to Eeirl Cor?r,vaUis^ dated NewTork^ 
Septf 7 ?ihtr 6//^, 17S1. 

“ MY LORD, 

“ As I find hv your Lordftilp^s letter®, that He Grafle has got into the 
Chchipeak, and I can have no doubt that Walhingion is moving with at Icalt 
6000 Frcncli and rebel troops agalnft you, I think the belt way to relieve 
you, is to join you asfoon as polfiblc with all the force that can be fpared from 
hcncc, which is about 4000 men ; they are already emb.n bed, and will pro- 
ceed the inftant I receive information from the Adininil, that we may ven* 
ture, or that from other intelligence the Commodore and I lliall judge fufii- 
cient to move upon. 

“ By accounts from Europe, we have every rcafon to cxpe£t Admiral 
Digby hourly on the coalt. 

“ I beg your Lordfliip will let me know, as foon as poflible, your ideas 
how the troops embarked for the Chefapeak may fte bett employed for your 
relief, according to the date of circumilances, when you receive this letter. 
I fhall not, however, wait to receive your anl’wer, fliouH I hear in the mean 
time that thcpairage to you is open. 

I am, &c. 

• (Signed) “ H. Clinton. 

“ P. S. I have juft received your Dlfpatch, by the Dundas galley, from 
Mr. Cary.” 

Copy of a Letter from Eear Admiral Granre: to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated London^ 
off Carratuck Inlet ^ September 1781. 

■‘‘SIR, * 

I had the honor of your Excellency’s letter yeftfrday, by the Pegafui, 
together with a letter for Earl Cornwallis, which I have fent away the fame 
evening, by Captain Hudfon, of the Richmond, whofe knowledge of the 
jplace and abilities promife the greateftfuccefs. At the fame time I am forry 
to inform you, the enemy have fo greaf a naval force in the Chefapeak, that 
they are abfoluic matters oPits navigation; Captain Duncan, ho looked in 
there the 7th, faw a large two-deck ftiip, and one other (hip working down, 
who came to anchor about the height of York-River, and five fail farthe^ 
up, one of which might be the Romulus; at the fame time Jtwa large (hips 
were feen coming out of EHzabeth-river. * 

The French fleet at fea confiftsof twenty-four fail of the line, large (hips, 
9tid iyto frigates ; we met them the 5th, coming out of the Chefapeak, and 

had 
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bad a pretty (barp brufl^ with their van and part of their centre. The rear 
on neither fide engaged; they appear to have fuffered, but nor fo much as 
our van; we have been in fight of each other cvji* liiice, and for two days 
they had the wind of us, but did not incline to icnc*.v the a^tirn. In this 
licklifli ftate of things, your Excellency will fee the little probability of any 
thing getting into York-river but by night, and A the inlinl e rlfqu^ to any 
fupplies fent by water; how far a diverfion nvKic in the nelghboarhood of 
York, may any good purpofes, your K^ceiitney is by far the bjll 

judge. All that I can fay, is, that every rcfi'iancc the ficet can make fiiall 
not be wanting, for we mull cither (land or fall together. It ha^ been very 
unfortunate, that neither the Robuflenor PruJente were with us; and could 
1 have fent orders by Aides dc Camp at full fpeed, inlteadof ii.iug lignals, 
which are ever dubious. We nnVnt, by a united efthrt, have made a pretty 
Urong impreffioii on the enemy, as this rencontre happened clofe in with 
Cape Henry. 

I have the honour, &:c, 

(Signed) “ Tho3. Graves/* 


Cufy of a Letter from Sir ITnny Clinton fo J\Mr-a^r:iraI Graves^ ^dated Nc'iv- 

lork^ Sept^ 14 , 1781 . 

“SIR, 

I was yeilerday honoured with your letter of the 9th inftant by his Ma- 
fiiip Pegafus. 

Notwilhilanding I am clearly of opinion that a diredl move to the Chr- 
fapeak and landing the troops there is the only one wli ch can eff'Aiially afiift 
Lord Cornwallis, I cannot Inu agiec with you, that there will be infinite rifk 
in fending fupplies at prefent into York-river, unlcfi* you can force the ene- 
my’s fleet : 1 do not, however, ajiprchcnd that his Lordihip is or can be in 
any immediate danger, r.s his numbers, including the faiiors and marines of 
the King’a fliips, and the refugees who have joi;.-*d liitn, may be computed 
at 8000, and he can feed 10,000 at full allowance until the end of 0/%ber, 

“ I 3 y this litne yoid will have been informed that Admiral Digby is on his 
paiTage. When you are joined by him, iheRcbufte, and Priiclcnte, I lliall 
Iiope you may be ah!' lo force the Chefapeak, and c.'vcr our i^inJing : fori 
mull again repeat, ti t I think nothing can relieve Lord Cornwallis but a 
landing of titTijps in the Chefapeak ; and fliould his army fall, I need riot 
fay what fatal confcquences are to be apprehended : every exertion, there- 
fore, of both fleet ancftirmy in my humble opinion fiionld certainly be tried, 
even at great rifk, and I flatter myfelf you will concur with me in it. Where- 
fore, Sir, if you approve, I will inftantly attend your fummons whenever 
you determine on the attempt, and/i think you can force the enemy into 
James-river^ or up the ChefaiJcak bay, and bring with me all the troops 
which can be fpared from the defence <jf this'poll : and then, Sir, if you 
will be fo good to land me on either York or Glouceller-neck, I will at all 
riiks endeavour to ^ifeft a jundion with Lord Cornwallis, provided you will 
continue iri pdflTeflion of the Bay ; in which cafe, if we are ruccefsful, and 
can afterwards make an impreflion on their troops, we may try our joint ef- 
forts againil their fleet, fliould it be retired into James-river. 

3 


But 
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“ But if it is your wifli, Sir, to confult with me before any thing is deter- 
mined on, 1 will with plcafiire attend you. And when we are together, it 
is poflible we may lie able to fo»'n> fome plan which will eircdually jiiill Lord 
Cornwallis’s oj'L'r.njo'js, which, after what 1 have faiij, you will be fcaiibk 
mull abloliittly be done before the end of next month. 

“ 1 have the honour, £cc. 

(Signed) H. Clinton.'* 


Cepy of a Li'iteo ft om Rcnr-aJmlral Graves to Sir Henry Clinton^ 3 ated London 
at Sea ^ off' Cape Charles^ Sept, 1781 . 

“SIR. 

“ I had the honour to receive your Excelknry’s duplicate for Karl Corn- 
wallis, and the leiter act oinr-anyii-.g it, by the Pearl fii^-ate la/l night. The 
Richmond and liis weie lint immediately with your iirll dilparch for Lord 
Cornwallis, as the I'rt’iich fleet were then our. 'I'he whole tlccc are now ac 
anchor above and about rlie Horle-flioe flioal, fo that a fiigate has no chance 
oi getting even a bo.it fvjrward, and the French ci mzeis arc out. \Vc think 
it impradic'^bie to force fit ftrong a flctt, advantagcoufly polled in a itrong, 
litiiation, and that a fliatiered beer, as oars, fiiouM not be expofed to a llorni 
at-tlic ttp inox ; we therctorc determined to Ihelce^* at New-York. I fear 
that notiiing by fea can be got up to Lord Cornwallis. Neither the Rich- 
mond nor Iris have been lien lince. 

I Ilivc the honour, See* 

(Signed) ‘‘ T. Graves.’* 


Co/y of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ elated Tork-^tov^Uj 
Virginia y ^th Sept* 1701 . 

**SIR, 

** I have made feveral attempts to inform your Eccellency that the French 
Wcfl-India fleet under Monlieur De Grafle entered the Capes the 29th nit. 
I could not exadly learn their number. They report twcnry-fiv*e or twenty- 
fix fail of the line. One of levcniy-lour, two of lixty-four, and one frigate 
lay in the mouth of this river. On the 6th the feventy-four aud frigaie 
turned down with a contrary wind, and yefterday the two others followed. 
My report, dated lalt evening from a point below, which commands a view 
of the Capes, fays, that iheie were vvithii* the Capes only feven fhips, two 
of which w'ere certainly fliips of the line, and two frigates. Firing was faid 
to be heard oft' the Capes the night of the 4th, the morning and night of the 
5ih, and morning of ihe 6tli. ^ 

The French troops landed at jsmes-town are faid to be ;8oo. Wadiing- 
ton is faid to be fhortl}^ expetj^^ted, and liis tro«)ps are intended to be’broughc 
by water from the heawl of Hlk under prote^lion of the French fhips. The 
Marquis De La Fayette is at or near VVilliainiburg, and the French troop-i 
are expefted there, but were not arrived lafl night. As my works were not 
^ in a flatc of defence, I have taken^u llrong pofition out of the to'vvn. I am 

now 
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now working bard Jit the redoubts of the place. The army Is not very fjck- 
ly, Provilions tor lix weeks, I will be very careful of it, 

“ I have the honour, S:c, 

(Signed) “ Cornwallis.’^ 


Cr.fy ef a L etterfroin Sir IJniry Clinton to Rear admiral Graxes^ dated A’i’iu- 
York^ i-^th Sept. 1781. 

*‘SIR, 

“ It has been this clay dt'tennincJ in‘a council of war, compofed of the 
lieutenant-generals of the army and myfclf, that it is ablolutcly neceffary 
that a rcintorccnient of troops and fupplics of provifions Hiould be frnt to 
l,ord Cornwallis the hi ft moment it is practicable; but that the attempt 
iliould be made at all events before the end of Odober, as his prefent pro- 
vifions may not probably laft longer than that period. I have therefore the 
honour to acquaint you, that the troops, provifions, and llorcs, which have 
been embarked fome time, ftiall move to join you the moment I receive your 
opinion that it bccoiius proper to do fo; and as I accompany them, I ftinll 
be happy in concerting with you, Sir, liich mcafures as may be judged moll 
likely to accompliih this nioft important and neceffary fervicc. And in the 
mean time I beg leave to Aibmir my prcfcni idea of the jnenns of doing it to 
your con fideration ; tvinch 1 humbly conceive arc, that the licet, hy a vigf?rous 
effort, (ball fii ft open i communication with Lord Cornwallis by the Yoik- 
river if pcftihlc, but if that is not pradicable, by flic James ; and then the 
troops bt ina landed under ihc u)\erof the King’s ftnps, mull endeavour to 
force a jutuTion with his r.ordlh’p. It appcai'o to me alfo highly requiliie 
that your fleet fliouKi in cn-operatioii with ns, br-ing entirely of your 

ifentiments, that in th*b very ciUic.d htnaiion of oi^r ali'aiis wc mull fland or 
iall logcilicr. 

“ I have the honour, ^kv. 

(Sit'oetl) ir, Clinton.’' 


Copy of a Lc Her from Sir Hcmy CVnion to Rear-admiral Gra^jcs^ dated AViu- 
% Tork^ 2 Qth Sept, ^ 

“SIR, 

“ I had delivered all my Iciters to Captain Tonkf'n, who had intention® 
of paying his lefpc^ls ro you, but thc' bad weather having prevented the 
troops fiom landing, he has not been able to proceed, I tiierefore fend my 
aid-de-camp. Major Lloyd. 

“ In the critical fiuiatlon of Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis, the 
army uncUr his command, and part of his Majefty^s navy, I am furc. Sir, 
you will agree with me, that no rime fliouid be loft in having a formal con- 
fultation of flag ^r.d general officers to determine on fome plan by which thc 
joint efR)itsf of the fleet and jirmy may relieve them ; whenever, therefor^, 
you, Sir, are pleated to appoint that lime, I will meet you with Lieutenant- 
generals Kiiyphauiln, iloheitfon, Lcflie, and Campbell. 

“ I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) H. Clinton.” 
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Copy of a LetUr from Rear-admiral Graves to Sir Hf^nry Clinton y dated London^ 
at Sa?idy-lIookt 21ft 1781 # 

‘‘SIR,, 

“ 1 have the honour to receive your Excellencjr’s letters of the 14th and 
17th inftant. 

“ I am very happy to find that Lord Cornwallis is in no immediate dan- 
ger, and beg ijeave to alliire you, that as foon as the fleet can be got into a 
line for aiElion, 1 am ready to undertake any fervice in conjunftion with the 
army that fliall be thought advi^eable; at the fame time I ftiould be greatly 
wanting were I not to apprize your Excellency, that the injuries received by 
the licet in the atlion, added to the complaints of leveral very crazy fliips, 
make it quite uncertain how loon the fleet can be got to fca ; one flilp wc 
have been obliged to abandon, and another is in a very doubtful flntc, 

“ At the fame time that tlie naval rcfources are fiend :r, I have not a word 
of official information concerning Rcai-r.dmiral Digby, nor of a convoy. At 
the fame lime 1 have the greatefi latisfailion in the report of his being ex- 
pi( 51 cd, as it may be the means of enabling us to look at the French fleet, 
who I undcrfland are polled between the Horfe-Shoe and the middle, in two 
divifions, fo as eflcdually to block up the aceefs to York-river ; but whether 
the enemy arc flrong enough to block both York ami James rivers, 1 am un- 
■ informed. ^ 

“ The moment I can get up to New- York (as all the fiiips will move up 
whenever the wind admits, for the fake of difpatch) I fliall have the honour 
of meeting your Excellency. 

“ I h ive this moment received your Excellency’s letter by your rdd-de- 
camp, Major Lloyd. 

I believe you wiM find the purport of it anfvvered in the above. And I 
hope very foon to have the honour of meeting your Excellency, as I propofc 
coming up in the Ihip the moment the wind will pei niit. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

(Signed) T, Graves#’^ 


Copy of a T.ftterfrom Earl Corm\?allis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated Tork-tovjn^ 
Virginitty \isth and i^th Septsmber^ 1^81, 

“SIR, . 

“ I have received your letters of the 2d and 6th. — The enemy’s fleet hadi 
returned. 'Fwo lino of brittle Ihips and one frigate lie at the mouth of this 
river, and three or four line of battle Slips, feveral frigates and tranfporrs 
went up the bay on the 12th and I4ih. I hear Wafhingtoif ariived ac 
Williainflnug on the 14th. Some of liis troops embarked at head of Elk^ 
and the others arrived at Baltimore on the 12th. ^ 

“ If I had no hopes of relief, I would rather rifk an aftion than defend 
my half finiflied works, Rut as you fiiy Admiral Digby is hourly expedled^ 
and promifed every exertion to nlfifl me, I do not think myfelf jufii&ble ia 
putting the fate of the war on fo defperatc an attempt, 

VoL. VII. C c B;5 
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Hy examining tlie tranfpofts, and turning out ufelefs mouth?, my pro- 
■vifionB will lail at leaft lix weeks from ihiB day, if we can preferve them 
from accidents, The cavalry inufl, 1 fear, be a:l loft. I am of opinion that 
you can do me no etteftual fervice but by coming diredlly to this place. 

‘‘ I have the honour to be, &c. 

# (Signed) “ C o r'n w a l l i s.” 

“ 1 7tli September. — Lieutenant Conway, of the Cormorant, is juft cx- 
ch^ng.d. tie alliires me, that fitice the Rliodc-illand fquadron has joined, 
they have thirty-lix lull of ihe Ime. 

** This place is in no flare of defence.' If you cannot relieve me very 
foon, you mu ft be picparcd to hear the worft.*^ 


Cfy of a I jitter from Sir Huiry Clinton to Rcar^ Aihniral Gra*vts^ dated Ne^ii^. 

Tork^ 2 ^th September^ 1781 . 

“SIU, 

I ;»in rh's moment favoured with your letter of this date, and have the 
lionoui 10 inform you that upon the breaking up of the council of war, the 
retjiiiliie oiders were imineduitcly difpatched to the commanding officer of 
anilleiy rcf|iCv';ing the iire-works and cumbuftildfs ior the three additional lire- 
fnipr, and to tlie dliferent departments, to fiirnllh lumber and give every o- 
thcr afiiftancc Jii ih^ir power to the navy on this very important occafion. 

“ 1 have the honour to he, &c. 

' (Sigucj) H. C L 1 N 1 o N.’^ 


Copy of a L^tUr from Sir lle/try C!j*jfon to Karl Corn^vnUis^ dated Nr^v Totk^ 

2 Sepu mber^ 1781. 

*‘MY LOUD, ^ . 

I was honourtd yefterdny with vour Lordlhip^ letter of the ifilh and 
17th inllant. And a: ;; iiH\Ming t'f the flag, and general officers held this 
day, it is determined thut above 5000 men, rank and file, fliall be embarked 
pii board the King\ tibps, and the joint exertions of the army and navy 
made in a few dayb to relieve you and afterwards to co-operate with you. 
The fleet conlilis of twenty-three fail of the line, three of which are three 
deckers, ^ 

“ There U every rcafon to hope wc fliall ftart from hence about the 5tli 
Oftober. 

“ I have the honour to be, Eec, 

(Signed) H. C L I N T o n.” 

P. S, Admiral Digby Is this rtioment arrived at the Hook widi three 
fail of the liv.e. At mure, without knowing whether they can be fecn by 
us, I rcquell ih 't if ^11 is» well upon hearing a confiderable firing towards the 
entrance ot the three large feparate fmokes may he made paral- 

lel ro it j andpt you polle s the port at Glouccfter-four. 1 lhall fend another 
runner to you in a little lime. , 

I have received your Lordflnp^s letter of the 8th inftant. 

(Signed) “ H. C L 1 N T o N.” 

Copy 
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Cipy of a Letter from Sir Htnry Clinton to Earl Cjrnn'aHiSj elated^ Ne‘i\J-Torl'^ 

2 ^th September ^ 1781. 

MY LORD, I 

My letter of yffterday will have informed yonr Lordfliip of tlic number 
oi Ihips and troops we can bring with us. It is fuppoled the necelJVy re- 
pairs of the fleet will detain us here to the 5th of next month. And your 
Lordfliip mull be lenfible, that unforcfeeii accidents may lenothen it out a 
day or iwo longer. I ihcrctore Intreat your Lorjlhip to lofc no lime in let- 
ting me know by the bearer your real fituation, and your opinion how upon 
our arrival we can heft a( 5 l to form a junction 'with you, together with the 
exaft flrength of the enemy’s fleet and what part of the Chcl'apcak they ap- 
j)ear to be moll jealous of. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

{Signed) “ H. C i. i n t 0 n.” 

“ P. S. As your Lordfliip muft have belter intelligence tlnn we can polTibly 
have, 1 reqiielt you will fend lutrully perfon to each of ihe Capes about the 
yih of next month, with evtry information lefpcdmg 'he lorcc and fituation 
of the enemy you maj' judge neceflary for us to know, and direilions to con- 
tinue there until our arrival, when fmall veirds will be lent to bring otf any 
rerfon they may find there. • 

(Signed) H. C l i n r p n.'* 

C^py of the Minutes of a Council ofiVar held at lleaii-I^artcrs^ Kevj-Vork^ l^th 

September^ 

•present. 

H. E, Sir Henry Clinton, K. D. Rear-Admiral Graves, 

H. E. Licutenant-Gcticial Knyphaufen, Rear-Admiral Sir S.miuel Hood, 
H. E. Lieutenant-General Roberrfon, Rear-Admiral Drake, 

Honourable Lieiiicnant-Gencral Lcilic, Commodore APdeck. 

Major-General Paterfon, 

Read Sir Henry Clinton’s letter to Earl Cornivall.s oi* the sd and 6th 
inftanr, and the Jv.irrs letters to Sir Henry Clinton ot 22A and 3 ill: Augull, 
and 2d, 8ih, and i6th and 17th inflaiu. 

“ Sir Henry Clinton acquainted the board, that it was the unanimous 
opinion of the general oflicers aflembled the evening before, that Lord 
Cornwallis’s fituation required the mol 3 f|)eedy affidancc. 

“ That the only probable means of relieving his LordHiIp, \yhich appeared 
to them, were .'i direct movement of the fleet and army to Chefapeak, to 
endeavour, by their joint effortf, to force a junition him. The fleet 
continuing there afterwards in co-operation, That it being tlicir 0|)lnion 
that the lufs of L(»rd Cornwallis’s corps WQuld be attended v.tch The moll fatal 
confequences, they thought no time (bbuld be loll in attempting to relive 
him even at fonie nfle. 

*‘r 
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“ It was thercfoi'e proposed and the queflion put, whether the troops, &c. 
defi|/ned and heid in readinefb for this fcfvicc (hould (when the fleet was refit- 
ted) be put on board the King’s fliips, and the whole afterwards proceed to the 
Chefapeak, and endeavour by every means in their power to form a junftion 
with Lord Cornwallis’s ainy' at York ? — Agreed to. ' 

This being the opinion of the Brard — Propofed, 7 'hat the following letter 
fhould be font immediately to Lord Cornwallis. 

Ata meeting of the flag and general ofliccrs, held this day in confe-^ 
quence of your Lordfhip’s Inter of the i6ih and 17th inilant, it was un-f 
animoiifly dcterminLd, 'Ihataliove 50C0 mtn fliali be embarked on board 
“ the King's fnlps, and the exertions of the fleet and army fhall be 
“ made in a few days to relieve you, and afterward'’- to co-operate with you; 
there is every rcafon to hope we fliall flart Jiom hence the ^rh of 
06 iober. Unanimoufiy agreed to. 

Rcfolved, That three additional fire-ftiips fiuill be prepared for immedi- 
ate Icrvice, with every poifible dilpatch. 

(Signed) H.Cljnton% •* A. Leslip. 

‘‘ KNYiMt AT/SEN. J. Paterson.** 

James RuntuxsoN. 


cf a Let Ur f)'om Sir Jlcftry C inton to Renr-admiral GrarveSy dated New* 
2 z^th Sift, 1781. 

SI R, ^ 

As we have glveu Lord Ccrnwallh hopes tii.it the armament, which is 
intended to fiiccour him, will piobably proceed about thf* 5th of next month, 
I beg leave to fuj^,clt to yrm, wlulher, in c.ifo you Ihould, Sir, have any 
rcafon, jrem circuiijlla’iecs which havc Jirif.ii hucc, to fuppofe that the fleet 
will not be ready at \hn time, it imy not be proper to take the opportunity 
of a ranntr 1 prnpofe fchdlng to the Chefapeak, to give information of it to 
jais Lordthip, v/ho ii.ay cthci wife depend too much on early fuccour. 

“ I have the honour td be, &c. 

(Signed.) “ H. Clinton.” 

(! fy- rfaL tUer fnm J\K-jr y'ldfniralGtO'i'CS to Sir II >nrv Clinton^ dated L'^ndon^ 
No } ! b R ; . 't r, c cptcfubcr 1781. 

S I R, 

I have t>ic honour of ynur Excellency^ letter of the 28th, wherein you 
fuggefi the propriety cf Ending a runner to I^ord Cornwallis, to apprize him 
of the time the deec may be icady to proceed, in cafe it fliould not, from 
circumflances, b'Wble to tail lo Icon as the 5th of next month, the time 
which was fiift meim. iKd. ^ 

“ In anfwier tju^rero, yvuir Excellency is the befl: judge how far his Lord- 
fhm’s expciflaticns may be difapphinted ; but, from the inforinarloii of the 
officers of the yaid to-day, I cannot promife m}E‘lf that the fleet will be 
ready fooner than the 8ih of the next month. 

** 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ Thos. Graves.” 

Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Earl CornrvalUs to Sir Hemy Clinton^ dated Tork^Town^ 
klf'ginia^ September 2f^th^ 1781, 10 -P. i>/. 

“SIR, 

“ I have ven|;ure(l thefe two dnys to look General Wafliln^ton’s whole 
force in tljc face, in the pofiticn on the outfide of works ; and I have the 
pleafure to affuie your Excellency, that there was but one w^iQi throughout 
the whole army, which was, that the enemy would advance. 

“ I have this evening received your letter of the 24,th, which has given 
me the greatelt fatisfaciioii. I fiiall retire this night w ithin the works, and 
have no d aibr, if relief arrives in any rcafonable time, York and Glon'ceftcr 
will be both in polIcfSon of his Majeily’s troops. —I believe your Excellency 
mull d pend more on the founo of our cannon than the fignal of fmokes for 
intoi mation; however, I will attempt it on the Glouccfter fide. Medicines 
are wanted. 

“ I have the honour to be, S:c. 

(Signed) “ Cornwallis.” 


Copv of a Letter from Sir Hemy Cliff ton to EaH Cormvallis^ dated NenvTork^ 
Septmber 1781 . 

MY LORD, 

Yov.r Lordlhip may be alfured. that I am doi^g every thing in my power 
to relieve you by a direft move; and I have realbn to hope, from the alfu- 
rances given me this day by Admiral Graves, that ive may pafs the Bar by 
the i2th October, if the winds permit, and no unforefeen accident happens. 
Ihis, howe^cr, is fubjeift to difappointment; wherefore, if I hear from }OU, 
your wiflies will of ccnirlc dii\(S me, and 1 Ihall pcrfill in my idea of a direct 
move, even to tlie middle of November, fliould it be your Lordfiiip’s opinion 
that you can hold out fo long; but if when I hear from you, you tell me you 
cannot, and f am without hopes of arriving in time to fuccour you, by a 
dired move, I will immediately make an attempt upoi:*Philadclj)hi.i by land, 
giving you notice, if pofiible, of my intention. If this fhould draw any part 
of Wafiiingron’s force from you, it may poflibly give you an opportunity of 
doing fomeching to favo your army ; of which, however, you can belt juJgc, 
from being upon the f])ot. • 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ H. Clinton. 

“ Duplicate fent by Major Cochran the 3d Oftober.” 


Copy of a Letter from Earl Coru'iKfalJis to Sir Henry Clinton y dated Tork-foviny 
k'irginiay Odober ^dy 1781 . ^ 

“SIR, , . y 

“ I received your letter ot the 25th September lall: rignt. The enemy are 
encamped about two miles from ns. On rjie night of tne 30th*Sv*i)reniher, 
they broke ground, and made two redoubts about eleven hundred \ard 5 frmn 
our works, which, with Tome works that had been conflrudlcd to fccnre our 
exterior pofition, occupy a gorge between two creek‘», which nearly embrace 
this pod ; they have finidicd thofe redoubts, and 1 expv^^ they will go on 

* with 
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with their works this night. From the time that the enemy have given us, 
and the common exertions of the troops, our woiks are in a better ftatc of 
defence than we had realbn to hope. 

** I can fee no means of forming a junftion with me, but by York-River ; 
and I do not think that ^ny diverlion would be of uf; to us. ' 

‘‘ Our accounts of the llrcngth of the French fleer, have In general been, 
that they were 35 or 3f) fail of the line. They have frequently changed their 
pofition ; two fhips of the line and one frigate lie at the mouth of this 
river; and our lall accounts were, that the body of the fleet lay between the 
Tail of the Horfe-lhoc and Yoik Spit; and it is likewifc faid, that four line 
of battle fliips lay a few days ago in Hampton Road. 

I fee little chnnee ( f my being able to fend perfons to wait for you at 
the Capes, but 1 will, if polfiblc. 

“ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ Coax walljs.’’ 


Cr/j of a Letter from Rear Afimiral Craves to !^ir H>>nry Clinton ^ dated London^ 
Nori/j Rivir^ Otloher ^tb^ 1)81. 

“SIR, ' 

Upon examining tlic powder of his ?‘Tajefty’s flfip London, where my 
flag is ll>Tng, lo much of it is found unfit toi ufe, that I am under the nc- 
ceflity of applying to your Kxccllciicy to have it replaced out of the army 
fioic; there being no pov\\ler, as I am inforined, in the care of the Naval 
Ordnance Store-keeper. 

I am, &:c. 

(Signed) “ Thos. Graves.” 


Copy of ti letter from Sir Hen*y Chnton to Rear Admiral Graves^ dated Ncw^Torb^ 

(Uiober ^tby 1781. 


“SIR, 


** I am jutl honoured with your letter of this day, defiring a fupply of pow- 
der out of I he army fiorc, to replace a quantity of that article, which is found 
unlit for ufe, on board his Majefiy's fliip London. And I have the honour to 
ac(juainl you, that 1 lhall immediately give orders for its being furoiflied. 

• “ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ H. CLrNTON.” 


Extra^ of a Letter from Rear Admiral Gravis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated 
London^ l^orth-Riverj O^oher bth^ 1781, 

“ I will tjfonble your Excellency with one queftion. Suppofe it (houM 
be nocclfiiy to^Jeiach the Weft-India fquadron atcer we are at fea, and there 
is no polnbiiity doing any thing at the Chelapeak, what is to be done 
with the troops on Do:trd them? The greater part can never be received on 
board the 15 flci*or fmallcr number of fliips. 

(Signed) Thos. Graves.” ■ 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir ILnr^ Clinton to Rear Admiral Graves^ dated Nevj- 
I 'erky OAoker 'jthy 1781 . 

S I R, 

I am honoured with vour letter of the 6th inllant^ clcHna with a quef- 
tion, as I iinderftand u, — Suppoling there IhouUt be no pollibility of ti ding 
any thing in Chefapeak Bay, and it ihould be nec'*ir<ry to detach the Wcil- 
India fquadroii, what is to be done with the troops on board that part ot the 
fleet ? 

“ Having for ob)e(^ a jim<5i;ion with Lord Cornwallis in Cliefapeak, and 
every hope, by our joint exertions, of making it, it was my intention, after 
the junt 51 ion, cither to leave the troops there, or withdraw them, as circum- 
ilances might require. But fuppofing, after ^r joint exertions to attain 
this important obje£t, there fltould be no poffibility of entering the Chefa- 
peak, I fltouM hope, Sir, the whole fleet would return to this port; for 
fliould any misfortune happen to the army in Virginia, and a confiderable 
part of this army Ihould be carried to the Wcft-Indics, thclc polts would be 
expofed to great dangc*. 

“ lam aware, however, that part of the fquadron may poffibly fufler fo 
much, as to bo unable to regain this port; and the only remedy I can oJfcr 
in that cafe, is, for tranfports to follow the fleet at a diftance, without ein- 
barraffing it, waiting the event under the convoy of fuch frigates as you may 
think proper to appoint. And fliouldi circumftanccs fequirc the Well- 
India fleet quitting this coail, without returning here, the troops on board 
thofe fliips maybe put on board. • 

This, Sir, I fubmit of courfe, with great deference, as it is altogether 
a naval quelHon. However, if you do not choofe to decide upon it yourfeif, 
as I underfland all the Admirals will be upon the fpot to-morrow, it yon 
judge it necefTary, the General Officers and I will have the honour to attend 
you eitlier on board London, or at Head Quarters, as you may pleafe to 
appoint. 

“ I have the honour to be. See. 

(Signed) ^ “ H. Clinton.’^ 

Copy of a Letter from Rear Admiral Qraves^ to Sir Henry Clint on y dated Oiioher 

'Jthy 1781. 

“SIR, • 

Ki I had the honour of your Excellency's letter of the 7lh finceit was 
dark. 

“ The quedlon, which that is mi anfvver to, was no more than a thought 
which came acrols my mind (as not qni e out of the reach of probabilit)) 
while I was anfwering your Excellcnuy's letter upon the ptopriety of the 
69th regiment remaining in North Ameiica, even though it ffiould be em- 
barked again on hoard the VVcfl-India fqij^dron. ^ 

“ The idea of taking with us any tranfports would, ^ > apprehend, be to 
depart from the refolution formed at the firll confultalion, and I Ihould feirr 
might occafion as great a delay to us as if tjie troops were embarked onboard 
them. 

** I will mention the circumlbnce, how'cvcr, to-morrow at our meeting ; 
and if any thing Ihould arife :ha: will make it ncceflary for the general and 
I flag- 
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flag-ofijcers to meet, your Excellency fliall have tlie earlieft notice; for the 
fubje^l of our debate to-morrow is intended to be confined to naval matters, 

“ At any othtir rime that your Excellency is delirous of having a confer* 
cnce, 1 lliall with the greated pleafure atttnd you, 

1 have the honour to be, &c, 

c (digued) ** T. Graves,” 

Cofy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Rear-Admiral Graves^ dated Neiv^ 
Tork^ %th Otloha^ 1781 . 

•‘SIR, 

“ I was honoured lafl: night with your letter of yeflerday. 

“ As I had the honour of propofing to you, at our firll confultation, the 
receiving the troops on board the King's fliips, purpofcly to avoid the delays 
that might be occafioned by their being in tranfporta. You will, I am 
fure, do me the judice to believe it could not be my intention to rropofe 
fo you, at this time, any embarraflinenr, or to offer any thing tlut might 
m the lead iVem to depart from the refolution of the firll conddtatlon, or 
any other lince held. And lam perfuaded, Sir, if you will he fo good as' 
to read my letter of ycllcrday once more^ you will find my opinion is 
: given In the following words : 

[i* 'Pile only remedy I can offer in that cafe is, for tranfports to follow the 
the fleet at a diflance without tunbarrafling it, waiting the event, under die 
tSfdhvOy of fuch frigates as, you may think proper to appoint; and fliould 
ciTCumftances require the Weft India fioer quitting this coaft without re- 
■ turning here, the troops on board thofo fliips may be put on board the 
tranfports. 

“ So far from having the lead idea of giving any embarrafl'ment to the 
fleet going on the expedition, Icautioufly provided atjiinft it in the only 
expedient that occurred to me, labmitting il, ho.vever, with great deference 
' to your determination, as it is altogether a naval qiieftion. 

“ Should you willi to have a conference on tlrs day, or any other, 
with thj general ofIicc<>s, I will with pleafure attend you at any hour or 
time you may pleafe to appoint. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) tf. Clinton. 


Copy of a Letter fiom Sir Jlrfiry Clinton ^ to Fnrl CornivalHs^ dated NtW-Tork^ 
le^th ivul 1 5//J Otlober^ 1781, 

“MY LORD, 

“ I had the hocouv to receive your. Lor Jflii p's letter oF the 29th ult. on 
the 8th inftant, and that of tin* 3d on the 12th, and am happy to find that 
■ mine of the 2 anvi have icachcdyoii. 

At a councii^t war of the general officers, held the loth inftant, it 
' was Tcfolved I fliouUr fubrait the three following plans to your Lordfliip’s 
confideratioiT: 'Hiity occurred to jiis as fecondary objedls, only in cafe we 
iliouid find it ablbliitcly impracticable to go direftly np to York, or by land- 
ing at Monday's Point, effeil a junction with you by the Gloucefter fide, and 
be thereby cbliged to try James -river. 
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Firft, To land at Newport News, and the troops to advance fr^n thence 
on the Janics-river road, 10 fome favourable pofiiion in comminiiciition with 
that river, where you arc to wait until we hear from your Lord'l.ip or cir- 
cumftances maj make it proper for us to co-operaic with you in eilr ifting a 
jun^lion of ihc two armies, which we at prefen^ think will be bdl done 
sniho'ut your lines, in preference io an attempt of doing it within, for rta- 
fons wc think obvious. 

Second, 'I’o attempt a junftion with you by a combined move ; we 
moving up /ames-river to James-town, and your Lordlhip up the York- 
river to either Queen’s Creek or'Cappahofack Ferry, and rift ft a junftion 
as near VVilliainlburgh as we can, thereby puttHig oiirfelves in a llation to 
attack the enemy, fliould it be thought advifeable. 

“ Third, To iave as great a part as poffible of your L^rdfliip’s corps, by 
bringing them off to James-town, and a naval force will be ready to proteft 
them. This, wc think, may be done by our giving jealoufy 10 ihe ene- 
my, from Newport News or Slulbcrry llland, whilll your Lordlhip mov* 
ing up the liver with as many troops as your boats will oarrv, or marching 
up the Gloucefter fide, crofTes tlxj liver, and land.-» tiiher at ()MCcn*s Creek 
Cl Cappahofack, and makes the'beft of your way to james-town. 

“ I'hc above is cmt opinion of what is bell to be done, in cafe we do not 
hear from your Lordfhip, but fliould wc receive cilwr uleas from you, we 
lliall of coiirfe be governed by them. 

“ By this your Lordfliip will perceive our wlfftes rue to effeft the jiinftion 
fffll by York, next by Glouccller ; and in cafe either of thole are ablidutely 
rmprafticablo by the James-river, liill landing at Newport News, and tak- 
ing it polliion ready to co-ojieratc with your Lordlhip, in cafe you Ihould I'e- 
Commend a combined effort, to efteft a junftion that way ; or to endeavour 
to eftccl it near Wiliianifburgh, the two armies moving upthejarres and 
Yoik-rivers about the fame time, we landing at James town, and \oi:r Lorii- 
fiiip where you judge bed. And when our junfticn is formed, biiog on a 
general aftion w ith the enemy, fliould that on confultation be thought ad-* 
vileable. But in cafe tbefe Ihould fail, our lall ofijcft will be to lave as 
many of your T.ordihip’s troops as w'e can, and leave the poll at York after- 
wards to make the bell terms they can for themfelves. 

Tlic'l'oibay and Frince William having arrived on th'j ilth, our fleet- 
at prelent conllils of 25 fail of the line and two fifties, with a large num- 
ber of frigates. They arc now ready, and I expeft w'c Iball certainly fail 
io a day or tw-o« 

I have the honour, to be, 5 wC.” 

(Signed) ‘‘ U. Clinton.” 

F. S. Oftober i;. Had the wind been fair to day, the fleet would have* 
fallen down to the Hook ; but I txpeft the whole will fail t<ylnorrow. 


Co0 of a Lettx^r fym Earl Co^nvjaliis to Sir ILury tlatedTork^tovJu^ 

llr^iuiuj 11 j\L 5 F, il/. O^^ler iith^ 

« SIR, 

“ Cochran arrived yefterday ; I have only to lepeat what 1 faid in my. 
letter of the 3d, that nothing but a diieft move to York-river, which in- 
rliidts a luccd'sl'ul naval acVion, can fave me. The ci:cmy made tlitir firit 
parallel on the right of the 61I?, a: the diftance of Coo vurib aiJ pcilccicd it, 
VoL. Vll. Dd ; 
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aridconftrufttd places of anns and batteries wlrli great regularity and cau- 
tion. On the evening of the 9th, their batteries opened, and have lince 
continnod firing without intermiffion, with about 40 pieces of cannon^ 
inoftly heavy, and 16 mortars, frona 8 to i6 inches. We have loft about 
70 men ; and many of v«r works are confiderably damaged. With fuch 
works, on difadvaiitageoos ground, againft fo puweiful au attack, we can- 
not hope to make a long refiilance. 

I have the Henour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ Coukwallis.’* 

JP. S* Five P. M. fince the above was wrUten, w'c have loft thirty men. 


CV»^ nf a LctUr from Earl to Sir Henry Clinton ^ dated N&nu-Tori^ 

DcL'cmher id^ 1781. 


‘‘SIR, 

Ycfterday afternoon I was honoured with your Excellency's letter, 
dated the 30th November. 

“ I do not recoiled that any converfaiion paiTfd between us, the other 
jjay, before the publication of Iny letter, relative to my taking poftelfion of 
the pofts of York and Gloucf-ficr. Cut in my anfwer to your difparches, 
dated the 8th and iirh of July, diredling me lo pofitivtly to poflefs a 
Jbarbour in the Chefapeak, tor 'line of brittle (hips, your Excellency will 
fee, that after finding that works on Point Comfort could not proicd a na- 
val force in Hamproli Roa(»s I thought ihat I aded in Arid obedience to 
your orders, by taking jioflcffion of thofe p^fis. I thought it unneceflary 
to enter inio a minuce detail of the difadvantages of the ground, either on 
firft examination <'f it in the month of June, or on my return to it in 
AuguA ; iKCiufe, on the firtl occafion, as I have already had the honour 
of .explaining to your {Excellency, I did not, after feeing if, entertain for a 
moment i;n idea of ocenpv ing.it, not thinking myfelf at liberty by the in- 
flmdions, under which 1 thtn nded, to detain the greateft part of the force 
in, Viiginia, for the purpofe of fe^rxiring a harbour for (hips of the line; 
■aad, on my return to it in AuguH, I thought it then became my duty to 
make the heftot it I could, having no oiher haibour lo propofc in its place. 

“If) regard to tlic proinilc of the exertions of the navy, previous to your* 
letter of the 2/ph of September, I can only repeat what I had the honour of 
ttv.ing to your Excellency, in the converiation to which you allude, that, 
Vfphout any particular ciigngemcnt for the navy before that date, all your 
letters hxjld out unifounly hojjcs of relief, and that I had no reafon from any 
of them to fuppnlV that you had loll light of the polfibility of effedfing it; 
gni(3 ihn under thofe hopes, after ferious reflexion, I did not think th.it it 
^ould have been jufiifublc in me to abandon thofe pofts with our numerous 
fick, artillery, fsorcs, and Ihipping, or to rifk an adlion, which, in all pro- 
bability, would, 'n conlcqueuces, have percipitated tl\e lofs of them. 

f‘ My letter from' York, dated the 20ih October, was wrltteaujdcr great 
pgitation of mind, and >11 great hurry, being conftantly interrupted by num- 
bers of people coming in upon hufmefs or ceremony; but my intention in 
that letter was to cxi)lain the motives that influenced my own condudl, and to 
nW^atc the incidents that p’cee Jed the extremity, that foicedus lofurrender, 

* 1 have the honour to he, &c. 

(SignedJ “ Cornwallis.” 

PAPERS 
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PAPERS from the ADMIRALTY. 

Stthjlanct ef inlclVigmce iranpnlttei by Mr. Stephens to Sir Gto, B. Rothey^ in his 
Letter^ dated JW/ij', i i . 

“ Monfieur de GralTe is certainly gone to Martinique, and will not go to 
America till July, or perhaps Auguft. 

I'he troops ahd tranfports intended for Rhode Iflaod, having befell de- 
prived of the convoy of the 3 agi.ttalrc, have gone to M.irtiniqiie with Monf; 
de GraiTe, from whence they will fail in July^ with a part ot his fleet, about 
10 or 12 Ihips of the line. ^ 

“ The reft of Monf, Dc Grafters fleet will convoy the merchantmen ready 
for Europe, in July or Auguft. 

ExtraH of a Letter fom Vice Admiral Arhithnot to * 1 /;*. pbens^ dated of 
Entitfy-Hooky /{th Jtely^ 1781. 

[ Received Auguft 2. ] 

“ By the Garland, which returned from the Leeward IflanJs oa tbfe 
loth ultimo, I had the honour of advices fiom Admirnl Sii Geoige Rodney, 
of the artival theic of the Count de Graflt'i and the French arinauent un« 
der his command, and of aftutances, that in gafe any f art ot that foicis 
fhould make for North America, that a dc achment from hib fqjadioh Ihoul^ 
immediitely follow it. I was theieforc induced to continue kvith the fquv 
dron off the Neverfi.nk, by which I was enaliled to keep up my water and 
provifions from New-York, and at the fame time maintain an ctkiftnal cbecic 
on the operations of the enemy at Rliode Ilknd, ftiould they have undcr^ 
taken any enteirprlz? in favour of the Rebels. ^ 

The rumours that had been abioad for a cpn(idcr'»blc time p*ft, thnt^ 
reinforcement of troops v\'as daily c'rpcdtcd from Franc&, induced me to! 
fend a fquadron into flofton Bay of luperior force ;• as the enemy’s guard" 
was rcpoi led to be only two frigates. ^ , 

On the iilIi the Charon returned from Virginia, uirh ihe empty 
tranfports which h'^d landed the troops there, but in confequente of a re-^ 
quifijtion from General Sir Henry Clinton, flie fail’d agaiti on the a4tj|^ 
with the Loyallft, having under her clcort fiipplies for Lord CornwalllH 
in Virginia, and tianfpons to bring bdck a part of the troopb under his Loittls 
iliip’i command to Ne^-York. ^ Sl 

“ In this time I had frequent intelligence from* Rhode Ifland, of the 14^^ 
tentions of the enemy# The maintenance of thip Ficnch Garrifon therfeW 
preventing their .affording material aid to the caulc of rfbellion. lip 
was to, have been tvicuated in June, and the forces which conftituced it«i 
defence were to have joined Walhington, the low ftate of whofe army afi&j 
the deftrurliou of all the refources for its fiipporr, had determined oncis 
again to mediiate an aitcmpc againft New*«York. This objtft of bis effbrtSjj 
certainly great in itfelf, had a fecondary one, that of influencing Sir Etenrjf 
Clinton to withdiaw a part of the fouthern army for the defence of the ca*; 
pita). And the hiench fquadron not being thought fccurc unlefs pro'ciftejt 
by thei* aimv, was then to have taken refuge in Bofton, unlefs it had beeqe^ 

*pda 'reinforce^ 
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reiDrorced, and enabled to a£l with a decided fupcnonty; however an ex* 
prefs frosn flie (A>unt de GrafTe In the Well Indies, has entirely deraiii^cd 
this plan ; the Count dc Barras at pTcfent commanding it, being directed to 
i.ontInue at Rhode llland, until he ihall 1‘ee or hear farther fmm that of- 
ficei, and the greateil ^artfOf the French troops of courfe remain with him 
i'or its defence. 


JE^Xtra^ of a Letter font Rear Atlmlrnl Gravrt to Mr* Stel^hnu^ ilated 
' ‘ , Ea>n(y- Uool'f 201 h futy^ 17 S 1 . 

i [Received the 10th Sepremher.] 

The npi^dron has been kept conftanlly before the Hook, to fecond any 
criny operations which the Genera) had to fuggeft ; it will not be prudent to 
' keep them much longer in I'o expofed a lituurion, as the rime approaches 
which will make it necefliiry to aticjid to the appearance of GinaJrons which 
the hurricane frafon may occ.illon to depart fiom the Well Indus. I (liall 
put them into Lfcry the moment the army detachments have done moving 
vpon the cuull. 


f 'BxtraSl cf a J.c^Ur fro 7 n Rear Aiim'ral S>r Samuel "Rood to Mr, Stephens^ 
dated on hoar J the Uarjleury off Sanefy •Hook ^ the y^tb of Augufi 1781, tn^ 
'hf'\^€hjing a Paper of la tel! lienee ^ dated JuV;^ marked iAo* i. 

[Received 30th November,] 

I bfg you will acquaint the Lords Com mi iTi oners of the Admirnlty, 
iSSlt Admiral S.r CJcoigc Kuilney failed from St. Luftatius on the id of this 
lo^otb, with the CjlbiMiiar, Triumph, r.iniher, Borea?, and two bombs, with 
trade for Kiigland, having the day bclore given up .he command of his 
plajcdy’s iket at the I.eeward lllands to me. On that evening I received 
intelligence, No. 1. 

'V Early next morning the 4th inftant, I fpokc with an armed brig, from 
|S^tf\\-York, with difpa'ches from Sir Henry Clinton, and Rear Admiral 
'Graves, adJreiieJ to Sir George Rodney, of which No. 4, is a copy — I 
j.!fejilit the armed brig into Nevis Rond, to complete her wat^r, and then to pro- 
l^ d to Sc. John’ Koad. On the 6th die joined me, and without watting an 
|[| fcr. puftitd avay on her return to New -York, with my anfwers to the 
^kers flic brought. 

Having embarked the 40ih regiment on board his Majedy’s fqiiadron 
BuJer^iny command, at the defire of Brigadier-General Chriftie, to whom 
Henr}' Clinton’s mcilei^girr delivered the difpatches he was charged wdth 
General Vaughan, 1 put to fea on the loih, at dawn of diiy not caring 
n^vvait for the'St. Lucia il.ips, Irll the cn-.my fhould ge: to America bctoie 
bur as I was running our, iMr. Drake tspprartd with foiu' fhip.^ 01 the 
Bfee, being cert'.iiii th * Fifnch hid no Ihip birger than a frigate at Marti- 
and w it h'ut dcia) ing a moment, I puilied on as fall as polTiblc. On 
ftife ajth, J miidc the lard a lime to the fouthward of Cape Henvv, and 
tbeuie difpatched a fiigate with the letter No. q, to Rear Admiral Gravee, 

and 


* No copies of theft anfwers wV:re inclofed. 
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and finding no ennmy had appeared, either in the Chefapeak or Delaware, 

I proceeded off Sandy-Hook. On the afith, in the Morning, I received cho 
letter No. 10, in anhver, and forefecing great delay and inconvenience inighr 
arife from going within the Hook withtne fquadron under my command, 1 
got into my boat, and met Mr. Graves and Sir H^nry Clinton on Long** 
IQand, who weie deVibeiating upon a plan of deftroying the ibips at Rhode- 
Ifiand • This was an additional argument in fupporc of my opinion agasnCt 
niy going within the Hook, as the Equinox was io near at hand, and I 
hly fubmitted the neceflity which ftruck me very forcibly, of fuch of Rear* ’ " 
Admiral Graves’s fquadron as were Kady, coming without the Bar immedSl' 
ately, whether to attend Sir Henry Clltiton to Rhode-Illand, or to look 
the enemy at fea. My idea was acquiefeed in, and Mr. Graves laid hts^ 
ihips (hould be out the next day, but lor want of wind, they are fiill within 
the Hook. 

N. B. The above-mentioned Papers, marked 4, 9, and 10, were laid 
before the Houfe the 18th inllanc, numbered in the Schedule 47, 51, 
and 52. ^ 


Cop\ of a Taper ef Intelligence^ dated July 1781, and iranjmitted 
by iiir Samuel Hood to Mr. Stephens^ dated Sandy^Hooh^ ^ztb Augt{fl^ 
1781. ‘ 

July 31ft, 1781. By intelligence this day rfccived, a French frigate 
anived about the middle of the month at the Cape, with thirty pilots for 
the Chefapeak and Delaware, which together with a number of Nortb- 
Aincricans colle^ed there, and waiting convoy to fixty in number, made 
It looked on as certain, that the French fleet which was hourly expected 
there from Martinico grould proceed immediately to America. 


Ks^UaSl of a Letter font Sir Georere Btidg*s Rodney^ Bart, io Mi, Sttphensp 
dated in Cork-Haibourp i-jtb Sept, lySi. 

** You will pleafe to acquaint their Loidiliips, that the extreme bad (late 
of health, which to my great concern prevented my piocecding^irh the fleet 
under my command to North Amciira, in oider to defeat theftefigns of the 
public cncniv, was fuch, as obliged me to avail my fclf of his Majefty’b royal 
confent, and their Lordfhip’s periniflion, to return to hngland during the 
hurricane months. • 

“ Their Lordfliips may eafily conclude what a mind like mine, warmed with 
the utmoft gratitude and duty to my Sovereign, and the ftfongeil affedion la 
my country, mull have experienced, when upon the moment of “procteding 
to America with a Force fuflicient to curb or defeat the dcfigns of his enemies, 
to be deprived of that honour, by a ficknefs uhich reduced me fo much, as 
to render me incapable of taking charge of the fleet deflined forjhat fervice, 
and which, if detained till my recovery, (0} which there was no ipeedy pro* 
bability^ unlefs I removed with the ulmoiV difpatch to an Eiirope.m climate) 
the enemy might have availed theinfelvcs of their fiiperiority on thj coaft of 
America, to the infinite detriment of his Majxllj’s krvlcc. 


“ I thcrc^ 



5 o 6 PARLI ament ARt A. 1732.I A. 

“ I therefore ordered Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood td proceed wirhoiit 
lofsoftimc with fifteen fail of the line and five frigates to thecoaft of Ame- 
rica, in order to arrive on thatcoail before <the French fquadron from Cape 
Iran^ois. I fent exprefies to the commander of his Majefty*s (hips on that 
fiaiion to join him at ihv appointed rendezvous, as likewife to the command- 
ing officer at Jamaica, to detach his line of battle fhips to the fame iraiion. 

As the enemy’s moll faiiguine expedlatlons were the hopes of fuccetding in 
their enterprize intended againft America, which I was determined to dilhp- 
point by the fpeedy jumSfion of fuch great force of his Majefty's fleet ; in 
my opinion, fuch as to be capable of defeating the enemy and all their de- 
figns, which I have not the leail doubt will be the confequeucc. 

On the ill of Augull I failed from St. Eullatius with the whole trade of 
Barbadoes and his Majefly’s Leeward-iflands, cunfifling of i fail, under 
the protedion of the Triumph of feventy-four guns, the Panther of fixty 
guns, the Boreas of twenty-eight, and thciRtna and Carcafs bombs. I 
kept company with the f.iid convoy till they arrived in the latitude of Ber- 
mudas, when my mind, being Hill bent (notwiihfianding the advice of the 
phyficiansto thecontraiy) to proceed if polfible to America, I was determin- 
ed to try whether a few degrees to the norih would brace me fufficient to do 
my duty ; having before difpatched Captain Stanhope with the Pegafus, with 
fix fail of viftiiallers to New-Yorkj with letters to the Commander in Chirf 
on that nation, acquainting him with the deflinatlon of Sir Samuel Hood, 
apd the fquadron under* Ws command, and recommending it to him to make 
a fpeedy jundion ol the fquadron, that they might be in a condition to give 
the enemy a proper icception cn their arrival on that coaft,*' 

Extras of a Letter from Rear-admiral Graws to Mr, Stephens^ elated m the 
North-river^ Nev}-Tork^ lyhOd, I'jSi. 

I am afraid that in the hurry of more important bufinefs, the account 
of captured (hips brought into the fervice and commiflioiied has not been fo 
regular and full as it ought to have been, I will therefore trouble you with 
this detail, though it may be a recapitulation. 

“ In my letter of the 20ih of Auguft their Lordfliips were acquainted with 
the diilreiicd iJaie of the Swift brigantine floop of war, which has fince been 
condemned as totally unfit fer fervice ; at the fame time the Avenger and 
Keppel, both Hoops of war, weie found to be fo much decayed as to be Kept 
above water only by doubling their bottoms ; I therefore ordered to be 
purchafed the Ratllefnr.ke American privateer Ihip of eighteen guns fiuur- 
pounders, prize to the Amphitrite, of 200 tons burthen, a very complete 
veflel, almoft new, and requiring nothing more than to fecure her maga<.ine 
and build flo re- rooms. 

“ At this i.me the Relilarius privateer flilp, of twenty nine-pounders and 
four fniMl guuF, w/..* h; ought in by the IMcdca and Amphitrite. It was hef 
firll criii'//; ; flic was jcmarkably well conftruiled, and quite new, of jQO 
tons, and thought to i e the moll complete veflel ever taken from the Ame- 
ricans ; I therefore purchafed her, and put her upon the cftablilbment of a 
twtnty-lour gun fiiip, that Ihc might not be bought by American agents, and 
a£lag.jinil us in a iliort timr. 


“ The 
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“ The Swallow floop of war being burned, and the Rover Hoop of war 
wrecked, in (he month of Augu(f, I ordered the Aurora American Ihip pri- 
vateer of ciglitL'cn lix-pounders, prize to the Royal Oak^ to be piirchaled, 
fLS file v/.ia a well built veflcl, of exceeding good dimenfions, large, and 
efticiucd (o f^ii icmarkably fall, of 300 tons burthen, and put her ujion ihc 
floop t' \ oliilimcnt, and called her the Mentor. 

“ VK'‘ 7 rh Sept, a courcil of war of general and flag officers, determin- 
in;; th^-t :::'e-ihips ihoUad be added to the fleer then refitting to go againll 
tl.i. 1 lemy, Ti r Ellzuhfth, Kmpiefh of Ruflia, and Loyal Club, were ciiofen 
fr )iii anii/n.'«'i <.it; ttaiifportii for tharn'ervicc, and commiffioned by the names 
of liic Lucib 1 , ■ oiti iio, andConfiagiation.'* ^ 


IjJl of r.nt! before the Port of Brejl to tivntch the 

i).:^ th r.hC'if ^ jl‘t rc, Jtom //r iji of J'ln. 1779, to the ift of 
'jan, 17S- fp'-^'f tht Numi.r vf and Frigates ^ and Dates vjhcn Jo 
employed. 


Dates >f ihclr Orders, 
lYLitLli 23, 17S1, 


Na77jef tf %-ps ^nd Frigates, 

— . — Lively Hoop. 

Crulzer cutter. 

May if, — — Lively floop. 

30, — — Ditto. 

Dec. — — — •Arethiifa. 

“ The vefT-Is af< re-mentioned were not furniflicd with orders to give Vice- 
admiral Darby an\ informar’un of Monf. De Grallc’s failiijg whiUl lie Jay oft* 
thecoaft ol Ireland. 

‘‘ N. B. Exclnfi\e of (lie cii'?//rs fenr fen England it has been 
undcrllood to be pan ofjthc- duty of commander' in chief of the weftern fqua- 
. dron from time to ti.ne to 1 ok inter the port of Brefl, or to fend flilps and • 
veflcis upon that fervicc, when .ntelligencc of their motions was wanted.*’ 


[On the day that the Cft’k of ihe'Houfe read the preceding piper?, Lord 
Townfliend got up, and ajked uhy four particular ’erters fei^Lord Corn- 
xvallis to bir Henry Clinton, which hr- Lordlhip f.iidwcie clfcntialiy neceflary 
on the prefent bufinefs, were n 3t laid upon their Loidfnips' ral)le Lord 
Stormont anfwered. that the 'otters all uoed to were nor in his poircffion. — 
Lord Townfliend 3gain laid- th». th-) v\ ere dlenfiali;* ncceiriry, and he did 
lot think thar a right or fail judgment could be ibrnu-d without them. Lord 
broniiont again declared, that he was totally ignorant of them.] 

The following are authentic Copies of ib.c Letters aIlucle(l*to; 

Copy of a Letter from Earl Co-nvjaUU to Sir Henry CiUuon^ K* IL dated Portf 

mouthy Virginia y Ju^ 2\thy J/cil, 

“SIR, 

I find by your ExedKney’s letter of the ZQth of May, delivered to me 
by Lt. Col. M‘Phcrfon, on the latli of this month, that neither my march 
from Crofs-Crcck to Wilmington, or from thence to Peterfburgh, meets with 

your 
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your approbation. The move from Crofs-Crcek to Wilmington was abfo- 
lutcly ncceilary; fuch was the fltuation and dillrefs ot the troops, and fo great 
wcic the fuiferingsof the fick and wounded, that I had no option left ; I tried 
many inetliods ot informing Lord llawdon of it, but they all failed. I had 
left fuch a force inSoiUh Carolina, that if Lord Rawdon could have had 
timely notice of the probability of General Greeners moving towards that 
province, and could hate called in Lieut. Col. Warfon, General Greene would 
not have I’enturcd to have placed hiinfclf before Camden. 

On the 32 d of April, 1 received a dilpatch Irom Lt.Col. Bilfour, in- 
doling a letter from Lord R awdon, of the 13th, apprizing him of General 
Greene’s ai)prQach., and faying that he could not hope to get Lt. Col, Watfoii 
to him in time, and that he had then at lead fifteen clays proviilon. The 
fate of the gairifou ol C.imden mull have been tlccidrd berorc I could have 
hoped to have reached the Redce or Waggamaw; I liad then no c;Ttaiiity of 
being able to get veficis in titne to aiiiil Id prilling the latter; Irom VV^ilming- 
ton to Waggiin.iw is a jierfcdl defert; and indeed^ iii all tb.at low country, 
it is impolTible tofubfill :n the fummer, f'rw.iiu of water to turn ihc mills. 

Had a misfortune happened to Lord Raw don’s corps, I knew that tlie 
whole country, call of Santee and Pcdc^j, w'oald be in arms aLydintl us, I 
therefore did not think, that I could with about 1 300 intantry and 200 ca- 
valry undertake fuch a march, and the of two fuch rivers as the IVdee 

and Santee, without oxpoiing the corps urid.r iny command to the utmoll 
hazard of difgrace and ru)n; if, on the contrary. Lord Rawdon Hiould have 
-ClFciitcd his retreat from Camden, and h-dve afllmbled his whole force weft of 
Santee, I was convinced that General Greene could do no efteflual mifehief, 
but over-running the btek country, uhich 1 ftiould ariive too laic to pre- 
v/’nr ; and which diil.:i\*nt corps of the rebels have conllantly done ever fince 
the lirll: iKiitle of Camden, cxclulivc only of the gropnd on which our forts 
were conlliuded; I fttould therefore have carried back my army to South 
Carolina, giving every :k 1 vantage to General Greene’s movement, in order 
to commence a defenfive war on the frontiers of that province, which 1 have 
long fince declared to be, in my opinion, impracticable, againft the rebtl- 
lious irihabiranfs, fup ported by a Continental army* In the mcafure which 
I purfued, I neither rilked my own corps or Major-General Phillips’s, being 
derermined to return to Wilmington trom Hallifax, unlefs I heard from that 
cvificer that 1 could join him ^viih fatety; the great cjuantiry of provifions which 
I was credibly informed I fi)ouldfind at Halblax, wouUl eaiily enable me to 
return. ^Lijor-Gciierd Phillips could be in no danger, as I had written 
cxprcfilv to him to takevno mcal'iares in confcquencc ot my letter, that could 
rKpofc his coins to ha/.aid^; atid indeed I cannot help obferviiig, that in this 
inttaucv*, )i ur I’.wjUciuy feems to think the forc’e ot V’ii ginia more formi- 
dable than YOU have tl'me on foine other occalloni. With the* warmeft zeal 
for the fci vice ct mv K iig and couMvty, I am coniVaoiis that my iutlgmcnt is 
Jj-ab’e to t rrt)' : r'*'nap"., m the djfii» nil filiation I w'as in at Wilmington, the 
mcafure which T adoprru was not rlic beft ; but I have at Icalf the fatistaclion 
to iind, by iIk of the rgth of May, from General Greene 

ro Baro'i ^l’'tubwn, that it wa^i not agreeable to his wilhes that 1 came inio 
\ irglma.” 
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Ci>py of a iMUr frc??i Karl Corazvallis to Sir IL\\>y Clinton^ K% B. tLiuJ 

An^ujl i 6 th^ 178:. 

‘‘SIR,, 

I received your cyphered letter of the 1 ith injiant\ hy the runner, I did not 
imagine that m letter of the zbth July would have j;lven your Excellency rea- 
fon to be fo faiiguinc as to hope that by this time, any detachment could 
have been made tVnm hence. The evacuation ot Porilmouth has employed 
one engineer, and a number ot labourers and aitificers, and with every exer- 
tion by land and witer I do not e'xpcdt that biifinefs to be com pleated before 
the 2ift or 2 2d inllant. S uccour arrival we have bellowed our whole labour 
on the Glouceder fide, but I do not think the woiks thcic (after great fatigue 
to the troops) are at prefent, or will be for fotne time ro come, fafe againlt a 
coup de main, with than 1000 men. After our experience of the labour 
and difficulty of conftnrd'ting works ; t this feafoii of the year, and the plan for 
fortifying this fide, not being entirely fettled, I cannot at prefent fay whc» 
ther 1 can fpare any troops ; or if any, how fooii : but when the garrifon 
ot Portlmouth arrives, and the engineer’s plan is completed, I (hall apply to 
Captain Hudfon iar a fiigateto carry my report of the ilaie of things here, 
and to bring your Excellency’s commands upon it. I have received your Ex- 
cwllcncy’s difjiarchcs ol the 15th and 26th ultimo, which I fiiall anfwcr by the 
firft fate oppori unity. I l)Cg that your Excellency will be pleafed to order 
it to be noiilied at the poll of New-York, that i^urtfmoLUh is evacuated, to 
prevent vefleld fiom going into that harbour.” 


Cipy of a I A' tier frem Karl Cortr^valli^ to Sir }lc?ir\ Clinton^ dated Torl^ 
7/K17/, Kir':^ 'nia^ tOih Aupvf^ 178 .. 

“ S I R, • ^ 

“ I have hern honoured with your Excellency’s ilifpatches of the i^th 
and 26th ultimo. 

I beg leave to nffiurc your Ivtccllency, th ’.t bcfo% I refolved. to pafs 
Janies-river to enable me to comply with jour requifirion of troops, 1 had 
very maturely confidered the gcrcral tenor of your difpatches ro General 
Phillips, as well as thofc to me of the i ith and 1 ^tli of June, delivered on 
the 26tb, by Knlign Aniifl, a id when I decid>;d upon that mcafure, I fut- 
ficiently felt ho\^ mortifying it was to me pcrfcnaliy, and how much the 
reputation of hl= MHiefly’;! arms would fuffer by it i.i this province, 

“ But your Excellency wa plcj^'ed to give me tf| uncb'rlbmd, in your dif- 
parchofilie iiih, that you tvinjrd ro concentrate your lorcc, being threatened 
>vith an attack atNeu-VorV, by General Wafliingtcn, with 20,000 men at 
lead, befides an expe.^ed Frccch reinforcement, and the numerous militia 
of the five nciglibouiing provincps; and in vour di{'p.itcli of the 15th, fap- 
poling that I had not thought it expedient to tnrr.ge in operations in the 
upper Chefapeak, and that rhofe I had iindcrfaken inth’s province would be 
finifiied, 3'ou require, that part of the troops mentioned in a Inl contained in 
a former difpatch, Ihor.ld be embarked lo be (cn: to New York, with allpof- 
lible difj^atch ; notifying to me at the fame time, that you would in proper 
time fulicit the Admiral to fend more iianfports to tbs Ch» fappak,. in which 
you ddiired that i would fend tfee remahiing tro.’p:, th r 1 judged could be 
VoL. VII, Ec fparci 
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fpared from the dcknce of tlie ports I might occupy, as you did not think it 
advifcable to leave more troops in this unhealthy climate, at this feafon of the 
year, than what were abfolutciy wanted ibr a dcfciilive, and dcfultory water 
cxcui*fi(ms. 

My own operationi being finiflied, and being of opinion, that with the 
force under my command, and clrcumflanced as I was in a variety of refpe^ls, 
it would have been highly inconfiderate in me, and dangerous for the King's 
fervice, to engage in operations in the Upper Chefipeak, I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me to take effe^^ual meafuics, to enable me to obey io explicit 
an order without lofs of time. To this end, as I could not difeover in your 
iuftru6\ions to General Thillips, or in your paper containing fubrtance of 
private converfatlons with him, or in your difpatchcs to me, any earnertnefs 
for immediately fecuringa harbour for line of battle fhips, 1 thought myfelf 
nnderthe neceifity of being content withthepoft at Portfmouth, fuch as it was ; 
fiir I did not imagine myfelf at liberty toexercife any diferetionary power, by 
changing that port for another, which 1 knew would have required fo great a 
part of the troops under niy command, for many weeks, for the purpoles of co- 
vering, fubfiftingaiid fortifying it, that any offenfivcordefenfive plans ofvour^s, 
which depended upon material reinforcement from hence, might thereby 
have been totally frurtrated. My refoliulon to pafs James-River was jutt 
executed when I received your difpatch of the 28th of June, ordering the 
expedition for the attempt upon That order being likewife 

pofitive, unlcfs I was engaged in any important move of my own, or in ope- 
rations in the Up])cr Chel'apeak, I felt a particular fatis faction, that my de- 
cifion on your firrt order had enabled me to comply fo expcditiouUy with this, 
and I own, that inllcad of blame, I hoped to ha\e merited approbation— 
1 was clearly convinced, when I received thefe orders, and I cannot yet fee 
any caufc to alter my opinion, that having a fufficiciU force icmaining for a 
dcfcnfivc in the port that 1 had yefolved to occupy, and for defultory water 
expeditionc, if 1 had d*_taincd the troops required and fpecified in your irt, 
for any other rc.ihjnMlian that of being engaged in an important move of my 
own, or in operations in the Upper Chefapeak ; and if, in the mean time, a 
misfortune bad happ“iH-d at New-York, or you had been difappointed of any 

material objct^f at , my condui‘l would have been highly and 

dcfcrvedly c^nfured. But I acknowledge, 1 never apprehended, even al- 
though it might afterwards appear, that the danger at New-York was not 

imminent, nor the attempt upon expedient, that I (liould be 

fubjctl^l to blame for pV.i^ng James-River; a flep rendered indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary by an obedience of your orders, and for the fafety of the troops re- 
maining under my command. 

YourfExccllency, after mentioning your intention of re-commencing 
operation in the Chefapeak, about the beginning of OAober, is plcafed to 
fay, that you will then determine whether you will a6t in Virginia, accord- 
ing to my plan, or in the Upper Chefapeak, according to your own. 

It h trrtc that it is my opinion, that wlule we keep a naval fuperioritj', 
Virginia is, by its navigable rivers, extremely acceflible; and that if we have 
force to accompH/h it, the reduction of the province would be of great advan- 
tage to England, on account of the value of its trade, the blow that it would 
be to the rebels^ and as it would contributt; to the reduftioii and quiet of the 

Carolinas. 
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Carolinas, But in my fubordinatc liruarion, hein'^ iinac(|uaiHted with the 
iullrut^ions oi: Adminiilration, ignorant of the toRc your command, from 
oiher fervices, and without the power ot making the neccflhry arrangements 
for execution, 1 can only offer my opinions i'oc conlideration, certninlv not 
as plans; lam thoroughly ienfibl that plans, uidch cfiTentially afllft the 
general conduAof the war, can only conic from your Excellencyi as being 
in pofleffion of the requifuc materials for framing and of the power of 

arranging the means for their execution. But wh.ilever plan vou may think 
proper to adopt for operations in theChefapeak, I (liall be moft lincerely con- 
cerned, if your Excellency (lunild be fo circumilanced, as not to be able to 
undertake the cxecurinn of it in perfon; for the-event muft be of great im- 
portance to our country, and not only the nniitary operations would bc beft 
directed by your fupi rior abdities, but your weight and authority, as com- 
milfioner, might have thchappicil; eifeflsin the civil and political regulation 
of the country ; without which, military fuccefs would not be attended with 
folid confequences. However, if your Excellency fliould find it necellary to 
diredl me to undertake the execution of any plan, that may be fixed upon by 
you, I fliall make the bed ufo in my power of the force put under my com- 
mand ; but as my adling difterenfly fiom your ideas or wilhes, might in many* 
inflances he attended with gieat detriment to the Kinjfs fervice, I (hall, if 
employed, hope to be honoured with explicit inftru£lions< from your Excel- 
lency on all points that will admit of them. 

“ I fhall by the firll: opportunity acquaint General Leflie, that if he can 
fpare troops fiom the fervice in South Carolina, you wifh them to bn fent to 
New-York; but being ignorant of the prefent date of affairs, and knowifig 
well, fince thefurrender of Charles Town, the fcafons of the year have not 
oocalioncd military inactivity in that quarter, I cannot judge whether your 
Excellency may exprfl any reinforcement from thence. 

“ As there appears to be little chance of co-operation from hence with the 
troops in that province, and as my communication with it is extremely pre- 
carious, I fubmit it to your Excellency’s confideration^ v^hethcr it would not 
be mod expedient to tranfmit your commands, relating to the affairs of that 
country, dircftly to General Lellie, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) Cornwallis.” 


of a Litter from ILarl CormK^allh to Sir Henry CUntou^ dated Tork*Tovjn^ 
Irginiaj Augujl iidy lyS#* 

“SIR, 

“ Portfmouth having been completely evacuated without anj interruption 
from the enemy, General O’Hara arrived here this day with the ftores and 
troops; and a great number of refugees have accompanied him from the 
counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Princefs Ann. 

“ The engineer has finidied his furvey and examination of this place, and 
has propofed his plan for fortifying it, which appearing judicious, 1 have 
approved of, and di refled to be executed. 

The works at Gioucefter are now in fuch forwardnefs, that a fmaller de- 
tachment than the prefent garrybn would be in fafety againd a fudden attack. 

But 
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But I malvc no aUcration il.cre, as I cannot hope that the labour of the whole 
will compU’at that poft in It fs than five or fix weeks. 

My expenence there of the latigne and difficulty of coiifiruffmg works 
in this warm fcafoD, convinces nic» that all the labour th^t the tro. ps here 
will be capable of, without ruining their health, will be required for atieafi 
fix weeks, to put the intended works at this place in a tolerable flnte of de- 
fence; and as your Kxcclicncy has been plcafcd to communicate to me your 
intention of re-coinmencing operation in the Chefapeak, about the begin- 
ning of Oftober, 1 will not ve nture to take any ftep that might retard the 
efiabl idling of this pod ; but I requed, that your Excellency will be pleafed 
to decide, whether it is more important for your plans, that a detachment of 
nthoufand or twelve hundred, which I think I can fpare from every other 
purpofe but that of labour, fliould be fent to you from hence, or that the 
whole of the troops here djould continue to be employed in expediting the 
works. 

** My lad accounts nf the enemy were, that the Marquis De la Fayette 
w^as encamped in the Fork of the P.imunky and Metapouy, with h's own de- 
tachment of coniinenlals, 11 coiifiderable body of eighteen-months men, and 
two brigades of militia, undv-r Sic\ ens and Lawfon ; that he h id :irmt.d ^oo 
of the 700 Virginian prifoners ktcly ariived from Charles-Town, and ex- 
pelled 10 be joined in a dioit time by General Smallwood, with 700 eighteen 
month', 1 men, from Maryland ; and that Generals Wayne and Morgan having 
rcturntd liom the other fide of James-River, were likewifeon their march to 
join him. 

'J'hcrc being only four eighteen, and one twenty-four pounder here, 
more heavy guns will bo wanted; and W'e are likewifc in want of ninny other 
artillery and engineer’s doies; the returns of which J take the liberry to 
inclofe. • 

“ It is proper to mention to your Excellency, that you may make your 
arrangements accordingly, that there arc only about 600 fiapdof fpare arms 
in the Chefapeak, ;^nd that our confumption of provifions is confidcrably cn- 
creafed, by a number of icrugees lately come tons, and by negroes, that arc 
employed in dificreiii branches of the public fcrvicc,’^ 
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Suhftance of flie Earl of Effingham’s fpecch, on the 4th of 
February, *1782 ; which was omitted in its proper place 
(page 100) by accident. His Lordlhip* concluded the 
debate. 

My Lords, 

I did not imagine I fhould have troubled your Lordfhips 
again on any American qucAion ; that fub^£t 1 relinquifhed, 
as foon as the fate of the laA motion I made in this Houfe 
was determined. But I confider the prefent motion, as rather 
tending to clear my country of an afperlion, which, if fub* 
mitted to, would render it odious to the whole civilized 
world ; than a mere queftion concerning the particular tranl- 
aftion which gave rife to it. This idea, whether right or 
wrong, will be produftlve of one advantage to your Lord- 
fhips, by making me confine myfclf folely to the fubjeft of 
debate, and not again go over a ground fo often trqd before ; 
on which, though my feelings are as anxious as ever, yet a 
debate muft have become as irkfomc to your Lordfhips, as I 
fear it would, at prefent, be nugatory* 

My Lords, I fhould have had nothing to add to what the 
noble Duke ftated, when he opened the bufinefs, but from 
the information I have received from the very Lords who 
oppofe the motion. 

When his Grace began, he very candidly told the Houfe, 
that he had no other grounds than a letter he received 
from a Mr. Bowman, ftating that an American officer, of 
high rank, had been put to death, with feme circumftanccs 
of wantonnefs and cruelty, without having been heard in his 
defence, contrary to all law, and even humanity. His*Grace 
ftated, that all might be falfe ; but he contended that it was 
our duty to detefl: the falfchood of fuch an injurious report, 
that the world might fee, we could not bear^hc fufpicion of 
bring fuch barbarians; or if, on enquiry, it fhould unhap- 
pily be found true, we ought, in vindication of the national 
honour, to trace out, and punifli the authors of fucli an 
outrage. 

This reafoning w^ould have been fufficicntly conclulivc to 
me, for eftablifhing the propriety of hjs Grace’s motion, for 
the papers therein called for ; unlefs’ any of the King’s mi- 
nifters had officially declared the rumour of the tranfaftion 
falfe ; but lud^e, my Lord®, of my furorife, when 1 found 
VoL, VII. / Ff all 
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all the arguments made ufe of to put ofF the enquiry, dire£tly 
tending to prove the troth of the report, witli all the horrid 
circuinftances attending it. * 

The firft noble Lord * who oppofed the motion, told your 
Lordfliips, that Mr. Bowman was at New-York, at the time 
of the tranfadion : from hence we are to underftand, that 
Mr. Bowman is not only a perfon fufiieiently worthysthe 
noble Lord’s attention, to make him take notice of his goings 
and comings, but alfo, we are informed that his Lordlhip 
knows the faft of Col. Haync’s execution, and of the time 
when it happened. 

Another circumftance, of fomc importance, we are indebted 
for the knowledge of, to the learned Lord on the woolfack ; 
that is to fay, that Mr. Bowman (who, by the bye, appears 
to be a perfon well known to his Lordihip alfo) took his 
account from the Philadelphia hewfpaper : this circumftance 
might, at firft fight, invalidate the ftrength of Mr. Bowman’s 
evidence; but, if attended to at all, will wonderfully con- 
firm the fa& in queftion ; for in the firft place, the learned 
Lord muft have compared that paper with Bowman’s account. 
In the next place, we fee in Bowman’s account, that Col, 
Haync, when he found his murder rcfolved on, delired an 
account to be tranfmitted to the Delegates of the province. 
Thirdly, we all know that Congrefs have ufually printed in 
the Philadelphia Gazette, whatever accounts they thought 
proper to give to the public. And laftly, nothing is more 
likely than fjr a perfon at New-York to conclude that, whe- 
ther an account fo conveyed was in reality true or falfe, it 
would be fure to find credit in fo many parts of Europe, as to 
make it a matter of confeqncnce to us, to prevent the nation 
from being ftigmatized, as a people wholly regardlefs of the 
rights of humanity, and the rules of civilfzcd countries. In 
this light I cannot help applauding Mr. Bowman, for having 
fent the earlicft account he could, to fo many perfons of rank 
and charaftcr, as he now appears to have done, and thinking 
the enquiry highly rcquiiite. A circumftance, which I think 
your Lordfhips muft deem of ftill greater confcqnencc, has 
been communicated by a * noble Lord, who profefledly rofe 
to defpd his relation, and to acquaint your Lordfhips with 
feme matters, which he deemed fit for your Lordfhips to be 

acquainted 


• Lord Wal/ingliam. f Lord Huntingdom. 



A. 1782. DEBATES. 

acquainted with. The funi of his Lordfhip’s information 
has been, that the country alluded to was under martial law; 
that this fame martial law, veiled prodigious authority in the 
commanding pfficers, and that the ufual adminiftration of 
this martial law had been of the moil eafy anfl compendious 
kind, having had no other rule to coniine it, than the ap- 
pointing a court of enquiry, confiding of three officers of 
the Provincial Loyalifts, who looked over the prilbners at any 
time brought in by the King's forces ; and whoever was, by 
this new-contrived court, declared to hajve broken parole, 
was immediately ordered for execution. My Lords, I have 
heard it reckoned a curiofity in Denmark, that they one pof- 
feffed a code of laws in one oftavo volume : with what humi- 
liation mull that, and all other countries fubmit to the wif- 
domof this new I'yftem of jurifprudence, wherein the whole 
body of this municipal law, might be written in the compals 
of a filver penny. 

My Lords, I do not know that any one attacked the cha- 
rafter of Lord Rawdon ; on the contrary, I am my.fclf per- 
fuaded, that if the papers moved for, fhould Ihcw he had 
any hand in the tranfaftion, they will at the fame time fhew, 
he afted not fo much according to his own judgment, as to 
his orders. 

Much has been faid of the charafter of Col. Hayne, as if 
he had deferved whatever punilhment had been intlifted on 
him. Now, my Lords, 1 lhall only contend, that if Col. 
Hayne had been the worft man that ever lived, fiill he fh'ould 
be proved guilty of Ibiue fpecific crime, I)cforc hc^is put to 
death: and wc ouglit to remember, in juftice to him, that, 
notwithftanding he has been painted in lucli dark colours this 
day, yet one virtue, at Icafl, was allowed him, by our com- 
manders in America, that of humanity. I wifh he had had 
the opportunity to have returned the compliment. 

If this improvement upon the jus Pentium had refted fplcly 
on the authority of the noble Lord, 1 fhould have Iclt it lo 
refute iifclf, as I think it would have done, by its manifeft 
repugnancy to the common rights of mankind, and the confi- 
deration of the noble Lord’s being under no particular profeffi- 
onal obligation to render himfclf matter ol ilie fubjeft. Butin 
the prefent cafe, two of his Majefty’s ininitters * have ftepped 
forth, and laid down fome doft lines, fo^contrary to what f 
take for truth^j^jISfccl myfclf under an obligation to make 
fome obfcrvatiohs upon them. 
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The noble Lcrcl in the green ribbon has alTerted) that it is 
a known rule, that a prilbncr of war, having broken his pa- 
role, has thereby forfeited his life ; and is to be executed like 
a fpy, without any other form than what may ,fuffice to iden- 
tify his perfof;. This I will venture to deny ever to have 
been laid down in any book of authority, or ever praftifed in 
civilized countries. The learned Lord, indeed, in confirm- 
ing this doftrine, has quoted Grotius; I wifh his Lordfhip 
had been more explicit; for it is with great diffidence 1 can 
oppofe my knowledge of Grotius to his Lordfliip ; and yet 
I am clear that Grotius never wrote one word about prifoners 
on parole : he never heard of fuch a thing. It is a very mo- 
dern civility, inrrocluccd into feme countries only. And it 
is more refembling what we call bail, than any thing elfe : 
and whoever runs away from it may be more clofely confined ; 
but not put to death, by any rule I ever heard. 

Another circumftance I muft. mention, is, that the learned 
Lord has, I dare fay without any dclign to miflead, drawn a 
comparilon between the fituation of an officer breaking his 
parole and a fpy. 

My Lords, the cafes arc totally unlike. A fpy is one who 
enters any works, or pofts, in a pretended charafter, which 
entitles him to proteftion ; and thus moft cflentially differs 
from an officer coming in his own charafter, with any hoftilc 
dcfign whatever. That fpies arc allowed to be hanged with 
very little ceremony, is very true ; but ftill they arc heard in 
ihcir own defence, and what, between humanity and policy, 
do oftencr cfcapc death than if formally tried by a court 
martial. 

Another material miftakc of the learned Lord’s is, that if 
Col. Haync had been proceeded againft, as having taken the 
oaths of allegiance, there was no court could try him: but 
I think the law is olhcrwifc ; for I imagine his Lordfhip muft 
himfelf have put tl:e great fe.tl to a commiffion, enabling the 
Qovernor of Qibralrar to try every crime by a court martial 
which might here be tried at the Old Bailey : and the mutiny 
aft cxprcllly ilecUic'*', that where no civil jurifdiftion is efta- 
blifhetl, all crimes are to bo tried l)y a court martial. 

What particular auihontv, as to the holding court martial, 
and approving their {cntciKc, may be vefted in any particular 
o/ficcus in .America, I know not ; and that is the very reafon 
J willi to have the papers now moved for, broughl before 
the Hou.c. 
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The rumour on which the motion was founded, has been 
fo confirmed, in moft of its circumftances, by the miniflcrs 
thcmfelves, as to juftify me in pronouncing the proceeding 
in qucftion, very indecent and irregular, and of a dangerous 
tendency to the interefts of my country. ^ 

For this rcafon, I wifli an enquiry into the faft, and iu 
promoters ; I moft heartily give, therefore, my vote for the 
motion, and hope a fufficicnt number of your Lordfhips will 
be of the fame opinion. Non contents, 73 ; contents, 25. 

February 12. 

No debate. Adjourned to the 15th. 

« February 13. 

Private bufinefs. Adjourned to the l8th, 

February 18. 

The MarquI-^ of Carmartheru vote to make a motion, refpeft- 
ing the creation of Lord (icorge Germain, a peer of that Houfe* **‘™®^* *• 
The Marquis began with faying, that no gentleman.could be 
more anxious to preferve the prerogative of the Crown, than 
himfclf ; yet, he muft entreat their Lorddiips to confider, 
that the honour and purity of the Houfe, were all that ferved 
to convey to the world in general, that idea of weight, im- 
portance, and dignity, which they had hitherto held, and 
which he heartily hoped, their Lordfhips would ever continue 
to preferve in the eyes of all mankind. 

Frcm the noble Lord, who was the objeft of his 
motion^ he was ready to acknowledge, he l^ad received 
civilities, while he was himfclf about the Court, in a parti- 
cular fituation, (although he had never lived with him on 
terms of very great intimacy). Hcfhould now proceed to 
Hate a motion, tending to cenfure thofe of his Majefty^s mi- 
ni fters, who had fo far forgot their ncceflary refpeft for the 
dignity of that Houfe, and all confiderat on of what was due 
to the military, and to the public opinion, » to advife his 
Majefty to confer a peerage, and feat in that Houfe, on a 
perfon labouring under fo heavy and fo fevere a ftigma, as 
that contained in the fcntence of tlic court-martial, andT the 
orders iffued thereupon, which now flood in full force againft 
the unfortunate nobleman in qucftion. His Lordfhip faid, 
he took the matter up entirely upon thc^fentcnce of ihe Court- 
martial, the notoriety of which, and of the orders that were 
at this moment inlcrted in every ordcily book of every regi- 
ment of the army in Great Britain, warranted him in pro- 
ceeding 
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cceding to conlider, both the one and the other, as authentic. 
Had we no farther ufc for the military, that fo (hamefal an 
ioftance of relaxation of all difcipline, and the abandonment 
of all example, was to be put in praftice, in the face of the 
whole world ? * Was not the very oppolite the faft, furrounded 
on all lidcs by enemies, dangeroully powerful and numerous, 
as they were, did their Lordfhips, in their confciences, think 
it politic or expedient, juft at this moment, to fct fo alarm- 
ing a precedent, of the relaxation of all military difcipline, to 
the whole army ? Did they imagine our officers would ferve 
better for the remainder of the war, from fuch a meafure ? 
He could not, for his part, help cxpreffing his aftonilhment 
at the noble Lord*s own condu&, in accepting the honours 
of a peerage, confidering the particular circumftances that 
he ftood in, at the moment of his being called up to that 
dignity. — His Lordftiip faid, he would trouble the Houfe 
no farther juft then, but would proceed to make his motion. 
His Lordftiip moved, That it is highly reprchenfible in 
any perfon, to advife the Crown to exercife its indifputable 
right of creating a peer, in favour of a perfon, labouring 
under the heavy cenfurc of a court-martial, viz. 

This Court upon due conlideration of the whole matter 
before them, is of opinion, that Lord George Sackville is 
guilty of having difobeyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand of 
Krunfwlck, whom he was by his cominiffion and inftruftions 
direfted to obey, as Commander in Cliier, according to the 
rules of war: and it is the farther opinion of this Court, 
that the laid Lord George Sackville is, and he is hereby 
adjudged unlit to ferve his Majefty in any military capacity 
whatever.” 

Which fentence his Majefty has been pleafed to confirm. 

And public orders given out in confcquencc thereof. 

It is his Majefty^s pleafurc, that the above ientence be 
given out in public orders, that officers, being convinced that 
neither high bir{h, nor great employments, can Ihcl ter offences 
of fuch a nature ; and, that feeing they are fubjeft to cen- 
furcs much vvorfe than death to a iiiau who has any fenfe of 
honour, they avoid the fatal confequence arifing from 
difobedicnce of orders.” 

‘ Lord jShbi^don rofe, as foon as the Lord Chancellor had 
read the motion, and addreifed the Houfe in the following 
words : My Lords, the noble Lord in my eye, ^ who is 
fo fully informed upon every fubjeft, and who never fpeaks 
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without giving new liglits to your Lordftiips, having led me 
to coniider the fubjeft of the original rights of this Houfe, I 
rife juft to ftafe to your Lordfhips, what myt fenfe of this 
matter is. 

I cannot help conceiving that although there is not a right 
of eleftion, there is and muft be a right of exclulion veSed 
in this Houfe, when the admilEon of any Peer happens to be 
againft the fenfe of your Lordftiips ; and my judgment of 
this arifes not only from the idea that^this Houfe is poifelTed 
of original rights, as independent of the Crown as of the 
people ; but from the circumftancc of this Houfe being the 
hcredita^ counfcllors of the Crown, againft the fenfe of 
whom, I muft hold, that the Crown cannot of right exert 
itfelf. It is true that the Crown is the fountain of honour, 
and that the creation of Peers is the folc prerogative of the 
Crown ; but it is fo in this double fenfe only, that the Crown 
is the fountain of honour, and not of difgrace ; and that the 
creation of Peers is the foie prerogative of the Crown ; bc- 
caufc it is neither in the Lords nor the Commons to do fo ; 
as therefore no Peer can be introduced into this Houfe but 
by the will of the Crown, fo of courfc the creation of Peers 
may be faid to be the foie prerogative of the Crown ; but at 
the fame time, as every prerogative is given for the benefit 
of thofc over whom it is to be cxerclfed, fo when the exercife 
of it is againft the fenfe of iliofe (and when I fay the fenfe of 
thofc, I mean the majority of this Houfe) for whofe benefit 
it is intended, its operation by the very reafon of* the thing, 
muft ccafcand determine. Your Lordlhips perceive that this 
is matter of fpcculation only, and I wifli it had continued fo; 
but we are now taught that fpcculation and practice ars not 
always the caufe and effeft of each other : againlt every thing 
that has been faid, againft common fenfe, againft common 
decency, in the face of all public virtue, and encourage- 
ment of every private vice, wc find a man foifted in upon 
us, and, with the reyvard of nobility, made one of ourfclves. 
How, my Lords, the majority of this Houfe will feel thisj I 
know not ; I fear, my Lords, as they have long fince felt 
every thing elfe, that they arc ready to fell their birthright 
for a mefs of porridge.” For myfelf only I can fpeak, •and 
for myfelf I do allure your Lordlhips,* that I confidcr this 
admiffion of Lord George Germain to a peerage to be no lefs 
an infufiFerable indignity to this Houle, than an outrageous 
infult to the people at large. is an indignity to this Houfe, 
hecaufe it is connefting us with one, whom every foldier, 
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and every foldier as a man of honour, is forbid to aflbciate 
with. It is an infult to the people, for what has he done to 
merit honours fuperior to his fcllow-citizcns ? I will tell your 
Lordfliips what he has done ; he has undone his country, 
and infomuchhas executed the plan of that accurfed, irivifible, 
though eiEcient cabinet, from whom, as he has received his 
orders, fo has he obtained his reward. For thefe rcafons, 
my Lords, I fhall as Ij^eartily fupport, as I approve, the wor- 
tliy and noble Marqu1s^s motion. 

There is one thing I will juft fuggeft to your Lordfhips 
confidcration in one word, and without any comment there- 
upon. This matter having been debated by your Lordfhips 
before, was it proper in a noble Peer of the Houfe, the 
Keeper of the Great Seal, to affix that fcal to the patent 
before the fenfe of your Lordfhips was known ? My Lords, 
I throw this out merely for your Lordfhips deliberation, and 
not for my dccilion. 

Lord \/ \ico\int S'lcfrjIHc rofc next, and apologized for his 
venturing to trouble their l^ordfhips, being a few days only 
a member of that Houfe ; yet the lubjeft fo very particularly 
concerned him, he trufted to a favourable, a candid, and a 
patient hearing. Refpefting the honour which his Majefty 
had been pleated to confer upon him, he knew not by whofe 
advice it was, that he had been fo far faVoiired. 

To beftow honours was tlic peculiar, the indifputablc pre- 
rogative of the Crown, where the perfons on whom thole 
honours were beftovvccl, were comi^eicnt to receive them. 
He held himielf to be every way qualified to accept of them. 
The motion ftated the fcntcncc of the court-martial, as the 
ground of objeftion to his being made a Peer; he was ready 
to meet the argument on that point, and to contend, that 
the fcntence amounted to no difqualification whatever. The 
court-niartiaLwhich pronounced that lentence, had fat three 
and twenty years ago ; and he conceived, thofe of their Lord- 
lhij>s, and of the public in general, who were at all acquainted 
with the peculiarly hard and unfair circumftances that had 
attended his being tried at all, had long been accuftomed to 
fee the whole of that bufinefs in its true point of view. What 
had -been the temper of thofe times ? Faftion and clamour 
predominated; they both run againft him, and he had been 
made the viftim of the moft unexampled perfecution, that 
ever a Britilh officer had been purfued with. In the fuft 
place, he had been condemned .unheard, and pnniflied before 
trial. Stripped of all his military honours and emoluments, 
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upon mere rumour, upon the malicious fuggeftions of his 
enemies, without their having been called upon to exhibit the 
fmallcft proof. He had challenged his accufers to come for- 
ward, he had provoked enquiry, he had infifted upon a trial! 
Let their Lordfhips in general recoiled, that the court-mar- 
tial which fat upon him, fat under very peculiar circumftances, 
and that, amidft all the faftion and clamour that prevailed 
againft him, and which at tire time had been moft induftri- 
oufly excited and encouraged, he had ftoott fiim in his refo- 
lution, and determining to clear his charafter, at any hazard, 
he had, In fpite of all the arts that were ufecl to perl’uade him 
to the contrary, infiftccl on his condnft being enquired into ; 
and was refolved to abide the confcqiicnces. — What could 
their Lordfhips imagine induced him to perfevere in this ftep, 
with fo much firmnefs, but a confeioufnefs of his innocence ? 
It was that, and that alone which bore him up, under all the 
cruel difficulties he had to encounter, and made him fubmit 
patiently to the confcquence. It did not become him to fay 
a word of the court-martial, or of its proceedings ; he had 
fubmitted to his fcntcncc, and having done fo, he thought he 
had fully acquitted himfelf to his country, at the time. At 
jircfcnt, neither the charge, nor the defence, nor the evi- 
#lence, nor any part of that proceeding, was before their 
Lordflilps; and yjt, their Lordfhips were called upon to put 
the fcnlencc in force a fecond time againft him. Not that he 
meant, by this, to exprefs any the leaft objeftion to the whole 
proceedings being examined ; happy fhould Ije have been 
indeed, if the whole of the cafe had been fubmitted to their 
Lordihips inveftigation. He would gladly now fubmit his 
honour, and his life, to their judgment : Nay, to the noble 
Marquis’s own decition, as a man of honour. No* longer 
after both happened, than five years, namely in the year 
1765, he had been called to the Privy Council, and brought 
into office. Previous to his accepting of the»ofFcrs that wery 
made him of taking a part in the Adminiftration of that day, 
it had been agreed, that he fliould l)e iirft called to the Coun- 
cil Board, which he had ever confidcred as a virtual repeal of 
the fentence of the court-martial. Would their Lordihips 
fanftify, confirm, and aggravate a fentence, pronounced by 
a court military, wiihout having the w^holc of the cafetefore 
them ? That vvoulcf be to make the military law, fufficicntly 
fevere, as it confeffedly was at prefent, ten rimes more fevcrc, 
by annexing to its judgments the cenfure of a civil court of 
judicature. Another part ^f the motion, he could not but 
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objeft to, and muft take the liberty of faying, that it did not 
appear to him to be in the finallcft degree confonant to jufticc* 
What.hc mcantrwas, the annexing to the fentence of the 
court-martial, that comment, which the executive power 
had taken upon itfclf to fuperadd. To the lenience of the 
court-martial he was bound by the law military to fubmit ; 
and to that fentence he had fubmittec! ; but would any man 
of honour fay, that he was anfvvcrahlc for the comment of 
the executive branch of government ? Undoubtedly he was 
not. The court-martial alone was competent to pronounce 
upon what they thought his conduft had been ; he was tried 
by them ^ he was not tried by the executive government. 

Lord Southampton laid, unwilling as he was to prefs too 
clofcly, on what every one of their Lordfliips muft know to 
be a fore place, exclufive of the peculiar delicacy of his 
own fituation, in refpeft to the fuhjeft under difeuffion, he 
meant not to have ^aid a word in the debate ; but there had 
fullcn from the noble Vifeount an cxprcffion, which he could 
not fubinit to, nor ful’fcr to pal’s nnanfwcrcd. The noble 
Vifeount had termed the conil-marlial, a faftious court- 
martial. 

Lord Vifeount SuclvUIe rofc inftantly, to alTurc the noble 
Lord, that he was entirely iniftaken. He never had ufed 
I’uch an exprclfion, nor dropped an idea ciflculatcj to convey 
an infinuation of that kind- He had carefully avoided faying 
a fyllable tending to arraign the court-martial. What he 
faid was this*: that he had been punilhed, before he was 
tried ; and that faftion and clamour prevailed at the time, 
and both united their eftbrts to run him down. 

Lord Southampton rejoined, lie had mifapprehended the no- 
ble Vifeount, and conceiving that he had called the court- 
martial fadious, role to alTcrr, that there was no faftion in 
the whole proegeding ; and to clear himfcif from the implied 
tenfure therein contained, had he rightly taken the noble 
A^ifeount’s meaning. Certain he was, that in his conduft, as 
a witncl’s, he had not been adluated by any faftious view 
whatever. 

Lord SackvllU faid, undoubtedly the noble Lord had not; 
nor did he ever mean to infinuaic any fuch thing. 

Lord jD^rAj^dcclarcd he would not have troubled their Lord- 
iliips that day, having fully delivered his fentiments on the 
fubjeft on Thurlday fchinight, had not the noble Vifeount, 
who was the objvft of what lie had faid, been now prefent ; 
and had he not held himfcif bound in honour, to convince 
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the noble Lord, that he never urged an argument againft any 
man in his abfence which he dared not venture to repeat to 
his face. He rofc, therefore, to fay, that the motion, lb 
ably and properly introduced by the noble Marquis, met his 
full concurrence. The noble Vifeount had coiupUined of the 
court-martial’s having been held twenty-three years ago, and 
had faid that it was impraflicable to obtaitr an inveftigation 
of the proceedings at this time, bccaufe all the members of 
the court, excepting Lord Robert Manners, were dead and 
buried. Good God ! if the fcntcnce was an unjuft one, if 
the proceedings were irregular, if cither the court or the 
witnefles were aSuated by faflion, by popular clamour, or 
by party rage, wliy had not the noble Lord, in all that long 
time, done liimfelf fo much juftice, as to obtain a re-exami- 
nation of the fail*?, a revifion of the proceedings, and a 
rcverfal of the fentence ? He never had lieard that the noble 
Vifeount had ever attempted ajiy one of thefe matters, though 
his own honour, liis own intcreft, and his own cl)ara£tcr^ 
were fo deeply concerned in his doing fo ? The very con- 
trary having been the cafe, the noble Lord having fubmitted 
to the fentence, the reftitude of the proceedings remaining 
unchallenged, and the whole of the bulinefs continuing un- 
difturhed to this hour, who was to conceive otheuvife, than 
that the trial had been fair, and the fcnfcncc merited ? Ano- 
ther thing which had fallen from the noble Lord, ilruck him 
with aftonifhment,* and that was his impeachment of the 
orders annexed to the fentence ! Did the noble Lord know, 
were their Lordfhips to learn, that thofe orders were penned 
by the direflion and command of his late Majcfty, George 
the Second ? a wife and magnanimous prince, dear to his 
country, dear to the recollcftion of every man who confidered 
the glorious fituation of Great Britain in the hft ieigr.% and 
compared it with the degraded and calamitous condition to 
which public affairs had been precipitated in the prefent 
reign ! Let the Houfe for a moment turn its eyes to the bril- 
liant and fucccfsful vvar we were engaged in, when that prince 
filled the Britilh throne ; and then let him look at the fort of 
war we arc now engaged in, and the mifcrable ftate to which 
it has reduced us ! However the noble Lord, therefore, 
might wifli to ftain the chara£tcr of the laft Sovereign, it 
would be looked up to, with reverence and refptfV, by every 
man who poffclfed the fmalleft fliare 0/ gratitude, or public 
feeling. Having urged this very ftrenuoufly, his Lordlhip 
adverted to the confequences of beftovving the higheft honours 
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of the country on fome men, without due confideration of 
the probable confequences. ’Minifters, he faid, might have 
the power, but they ought to be cautious in ufing it. Sup- 
pofe, for inftance, they meant to carry their ide^s of honour- 
ing the noble L*brd, who had been a main inftrument in con- 
ducing that war, which had nearly ruined his country, Hill 
farther,, and were^o affign him a blue libband ! Let them 
recollcft there was one perfon, who now wore a blue ribband, 
who had ferved this country •gallaiuly and well, and who 
muft, in thatrafe, immediitcly tear of! his badge of honour, 
and fend it hack »o the Jhiiifli Court, witli the heft apology 
he could. I'hc perlon he alluded to, the Karl faid, was 
Prince Ferdinand, v.ho certainly could not contiuve 10 con- 
liderthat ribl)and as any leal honour, after he hoard that it 
was beftowed on a perfon, whom he had thougiit it nceell’ary 
to charge with difobedicncc of order?, and to bring to a pub- 
lic trial upon tliat cliarje. Hi? Lordlhip laid, he threw out 
this, mciclv to warn niiniib rs in time, how ilu y pro. ctd'ed, 
and to let them fee vrhat, in all |)U)bal)iliiy, wonltl the 
confcqiicnces were they to adopt tin* lucafnre he ha ' ailut'c’d 
to. His T.OKllhip concln .ed \>ith repeating, that tlu mo- 
tion h:id his lunity con- iiu'*.iCC. 
of Marqui*', of Cunnarthtn [l.ord Olborn] declared, he fliimld 
t-^rmarthen nuieh com erned, as the n'dok ,unt, to 

fee i!ic Iwurd fnpeiioi u> iIh* law, anil rniliiuiy riuc pievail 
(ivcr t!ie civil jutiidihion ; but he coald hot admit, tiiat the 
aigument at all appliul to his motion. He had v,X|v .lily 
flared, that (ic did inu Lni(.r into any uifl.uiru>n of the gu ends 
of thcfnteiue, or cnqiiiie whether it was juft or uniuft ; 
he merely took it up as ir fl('od ; and conlciuled, that long 
as that Icntcp.cc remained in full foice, winch he conlidcred 
It no\V to ( 1 (>, the unfortunate nobleman who laboured under 
the ignominy it comeyetl to tw world., ought not to have 
been Icaled a member of that floufe; and therefore, although 
he admitted tli#^ right of the Cr(nvn, to the fullcft extent of 
itsdaimed prerogative, lie could not but think thofc minifters 
highly cenfurable, who adviled ins iMaJefty to confer the ho- 
nour in queflion. — H s Lordlhij* alio ui’ed additional argu- 
ments, by way of endeavouring to Ihew, that the orders an- 
nexed were the natuial and nccelfary comment upon it, and 
muft be taken as a part of the whole, 

LordWal- Lord iraljiuoiam contended, that our laws military, in 
niany inftanccs, called for revifion and amendment. He 
appealed to their Lordlhips upon the danger of their blindly 
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adopting what had been the rcfolt of the proceedings of a 
jurifJiftion circumfcribcd by military rules, and which dif- 
fered ib eflentially from the juridical proceedings of the civil 
judicatuie. next inlifted, that the comment of the execu- 
tive branch of government, ought not to wei^h a moment 
againft his noble friend, eitlicr with their Lordfliips or with 
the public. The noble Vifeount, his LorJfhip obferved, 
had lemained the indefatigable fervant of the public, till the 
moment arrived when the Crwvn thought his fervices could 
bc*difpc*ni'cd with. If therefore tliofc minifters, with whom 
his noble friend had afleJ, had fuflered him to retire without 
receiving fomc inaikof the royal favour; if they had neg- 
leded to advife his Alajcfly to honour him with a diftinguifhed 
proof f)f his having acquitted himfelf in his arduous and difS- 
CLilt fituation, in a manner latisfaftory to the Crown, he 
fliould, for Ins part, luive tliought them the inoft Jhobby fet 
of miniftcrs that ever govcrnciba country, and have confidered 
them as +ir objccls for pul^lic contempt. 

The Duke of Richmond laid, there was one points which Duke of 
had, from the day of his tiial till the prefent hour, continued K-i^hmond. 
unexplained, which was exticmcly material, and on which 
men’s judgments had reflcd a great deal. This, Ids Grace 
ftated to be, the point of time between Prince Ferdinand's 
having fent an order to the noble Lord to advance with the 
cavalry, and its arrival. The quLlVion had been put to many 
perfons, and no one was able to anfwcr it. Had he been 
examined as a witnefs, he could have removed the difficulty ; 
he had his watch in his hand the whole time, andjie particu- 
larly knew, that the time was one hour and an half. The 
orders had been faid to be conti adiftory, one being for the 
cavalry to advance, the other for the Hritifh cavalry to ad- 
vance : the faft, however, his .Grace faid, was, the noble 
Vifeount obeyed neither the one order or till other. There 
was a full hour and an half for the noble Vifeount to bring 
up the cavalry in from the diftance of a mile find a quarter, 
bat the engagement was over before the cavalry appeared. 

/\frer ftating this, and dwelling on it for fome time, his G^ace 
faid, he had another objeftion to the miniflers having advifed 
his Majefty to create the noble Lord a Peer, and that was— 
the time, tie tliought it exceedingly impolitic to do it juft 
at prefent; that it would not only havp a bad effeft oh the 
army in general, but by fliewing fehe Americans that the 
Mlnifler, who had been in a great degree inftrumental in car- 
rying on a nioft cruel and ievere war againft them, was 
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rewarded with a Peerage for his condu£i:. At the fame time 
that be faid this, he declared, he did not think the noble 
Lord near fo guilty, in refpeft to the American war, as the 
Miniftcr in the other Houfe. The noble Lord, he acknow- 
ledged, had always held one uniform language, and had 
a£led up to it. That fort of coduft was refpeftablc, bccaufe 
it was manly and confiftent. Another rcafon which his Grace 
ftrongly urged, was the enquiry into the capture of Lord 
Cornwallis’s' army at York-rown, which the Houfe h/d 
refolved upon. There could be but three parries, on one of 
whom the criminality, that enquiry went to alcertain, mufl 
fall — the Minifters who planned the operations of the war, 
or the Generals or Admirals concerned in their execution. 
The whole criminality might be brought home to the noble 
Lord, and in that cafe it would be an additional cllj^race to 
their Lordfliips, that he had been feated among them. His 
Grace chaigcd the Houfe with having been afiaid to meet 
the queftion fairly the laft time it was under conlidcration, 
and with pitifully getting rid of it, by a motion of adjourn- 
ment. He alfo particularly dcclaied, that the noble Vifeount’s 
colleagues had /{'w/W the queftion, remained totally filcnt 
upon It, not venturing even to offer a pica of any kind, or 
utter a fyllable in hi^. defence. His Grace laid, thofc officers 
who had been concerned in the bulincfs of Minden, and who, 
like him, thought the fcntencc pcrfeflly nroper, mull necef- 
farily vote for tlic queftion. If the noble Lord, who had 
lofc early in the day to defend the court-martial, did not do 
lo, he wouH condemn his own evidence upon the trial, and 
leprobate it in the face of the world. His Grace concluded 
with declaring, he gave hisconfent to the motion. 

Lord Southampton rofc to fay, in reply to the Duke’s call 
upon him, that his whole condu£l, both as a witnels on the 
court-martial, aftd fince that time, was before the public. 
He fhould leave his conduft that day, whatever it might be, 
to their decifion, without at all confidering whether they 
would put that conftruftion upon it, which the noble Duke 
hadefaid they would. 

Lord Stormont went into a pretty long argument, on the 
nature of creating Peers, and the different manner in which 
the rifiht had been cxercifed. The creating of a peerage was 
not always a queftion of ftatc. Their Lordlhips well knew, 
that there were at prefent feme peerages exifting, which had 
not originally been created by the advice of minifters, but 
were mere afts of the Sovereign. After dwelling for fomc 
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time on this point, his Lordfliip adverted to the words of the 
fcntcncc, ‘‘ unfit to ferve his Majefty in a military capacity,** 
and faid, he had^ never underftood, either at hoipe or abroad^ 
that fuch a difqualification extended to civil employments or 
civil honours ; not even in thofe countries where military ideas 
prevailed in the molt extravagant degree. To prove that the 
Houfc had not taken the proceedings of the other Houfe of 
Parliament even, as aground of* their own proceedings, he 
Hated the cafe of Sir Robert Walpole, inentio"hing his im- 
peachment, commitment to the Tower, &c. at one time 5 
his fubfequent employments in the highell offices of the Hate 
at another; and his creation to the Peerage at a third; when 
what had happened in the other Houfe, was held no bar to 
his being admitted to a feat in that Houfe. After a great 
variety of very clear and able arguments, mixed with much 
elegant complimentary matter to the noble Vifeount, his 
Lordlhip declared, as the queftion of adjournment being 
moved, when the fubjeft was laft under difeuffion, had not 
been perfeftly underftood, he would now, in the inoft une- 
quivocal and obvious manner, affure their Lordlhips, that he 
would give the motion his hearty and diredt negative. 

The Earl of Shelburne [Lord Wycomb] as the deed E«dof 
was done, and the noble Lord fworn in, he would have advifed 
the dropping the prefsnt motion, had it not been for doftrincs 
iimilar to thofe now avowed by. the noble Lord who fpoke 
laft, that he had before heard, and which he meant on this 
occafion to controvert. His Lordfliip, after lhis*exordium, 
made a long and entertaining fpeech, in which he oppofed a 
great deal of knowledge of the conftitution, of the ancient 
laws, of the principles on which the fundamental righjs of 
that Houfe refted, and of the different ideas of the extent of 
the prerogative which had prevailed at different times, to the 
arguments of Lord Stormont. His Lordfliip attacked Lord 
Sackville, for having arraigned the court-martul, and fai(4 
in jufticc to his two noble deceafed friends, Lord Granby and 
Lord Chatham, who had condufted and planned it, he would 
defend the court-martial, and juftify the fentence. His 
Lordfliip, after having charged Lord Sackville with having 
had the whole ftrengthof the country put into his hand^, to 
carry on the American war, and failed moft miferably, never- 
thelefs gave him credit for having held a more manly flyle of 
language than any other mjnifter, and with having uniformly 
z&td with the niceft feeling, ^the ftriSeft honour, the moft 
unimpeachable integritv, and the moft diftinguiflicd abilities. 

. Wi^h 
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With regard to the perfon who had been appointed the noble 
Vifeount’s fuccclTor, all he would fay of him, his Lordfliip 
faid was, that he at leaft could not be charged with difobc- 
dience of orders, from the firft day of his getting admiflion 
into the military phalanx to the prefent moment. 

I'he Lord Chancellor declared, that let who would have ad- 
vifed his late Majefty to ilTue thofe ciders, he fcruplcd not to 
fay, that Miniftcr advifcci the Crown to aft moft unjuftly, 
and to publiflr a ftigma on the noble Lord, infinitely vvorle 
than could be colleftcd cither from the charge or the fentence. 
The charge, his Lordfliip endeavoured to flievv, went a great 
way beyond the fcntcnce. The cliarge contained accufations 
of a capital nature — the court acquitted the nobie Lord of 
thole heavy accufations, and confined the fentence moft in- 
duftriou^y to the defeription of a criminality of a much 
lighter nature, viz. difobcdicncc of orders. His Lordlhip 
faid, he would give the mot ion a hearty negative. 

Lords Rockingham, Clicdworth, and Icvcral other noble 
Lords, took a part in the debate. 

'Jlie queftion was at length put. 

Contents, 27; Proxies, i; Total, 28. — Not Con- 
tents, 8i; Proxies^ 12; Total, 93. 


lYie lnn,t 18 Fthruaril^ l)Zz* 

Moved to relblvc, 

'I'hat it is highly rcprehenliblc in any perfon to advife 
the Crowrf to cxcicifc its indilputablc right of creating a Peer, 
in favour of a perfon labouring under the heavy cenfure of a 
conrt-niariial,' viz. 

‘‘t This Court, upon due confideration of the whole matter 
before them, is of opinion, that Lord Georg« Sackville is 
guilty of having difobeyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand of 
Sruniwick, whom he was by his comniiflion and inftruftions 
clirefted to obey, as Commander in Chief, according to the 
rules of war : and it is the farllier opinion of this Court, that 
th^ laid Lord George Snckvillc is, and he is hereby adjudged, 
unfit toferve his Majefty in any military capacity whatever.’’ 

Which fcntcnce his Majefty has been pleafed to confirm. 

jJ^nd public orders given out in confequcnce thereof. 

‘‘ It is Ins Majefiy^s pleafure, that the above fentence be 
given opt in public orders, that officers, being convinced, 
that neither high birth nor great employments can fheltcr 
offences of fuch a nature ; anjl that, feeing they are fubjefl: 
to ceniurcs worfc llian death, to a man who has any fenfc of 
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honour, they may avoid the fatal confequence ariiing from 
difbbedience of orders.” 

Which being objefted to — after a long debate, it was 
reiblved in the negative. 

Diffentients 

“ Becaufe we cannot look upon the raifing the Peerage 
a perfon fo circunaftanced, in any other light, than as a mea- 
fure fatal to the interefts as well as the glory of the Crown, 
and to the dignity of this Houfc ; infulting to the memory of 
the late Sovereign, and likewife to every ftuviving branch of 
the illuftrious Houfe of Brunfwick ; repugnant to every prin- 
ciple of military dilciplinc, and dircftly contrary to the 
maintenance of that Houfc, which has for ages been the glo- 
rious charaflcriftic of the Britifh nation, and which, as far 
as can depend on us, we find ourfelves called upon, not more 
by duty than inclination, to tranfmit pure and unfullied to 
pofterity.” 

Osborne, Derby, 
Rutland, Egrei4ont, 
Pembroke, Devonshire, 
Craven, Abingdon. 

Chatham, 

February 19, 20, 21, and 22. 

Private bulinefs. Adjourned to ' 

• February 25. 

The Duke of ChanJos moved for a number of navy papers* 
refpefting the ftatc of the fleet under Admiral Gr^ives, in the 
years 1780 and 1781, &c. 

Lord Sandwich made fome objeftions to particular parts ; 
in which the Duke acquicfccd ; and then the motion, with 
Lord Sandwich’s amendments, was agreed to. • 

February 26, 27, 28 ; March I, 4 * 

Private bulinefs. 


March 6 . 

The papers moved for by the Duke of Chandos, refpeSing Duke of 
the furrender of Lord Cornwallis, (fee pages 12 1 to 212) Chtndoi. 
being read, his Grace rofe and obferved, it was obvious, 
fr&m the papers, that the oflicers flood .fully acquitted of all 
blame. 1 And, he faid, they have a£led their parts, with 
^elity to their country, though their fervices have been 
VoL.VlI, Hh accompanied 
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accompanied with difaftcr and difgrace: it is not therefore to 
their mifeonduft, that I am to attribute our prefent forlorn 
profpefts ; they have difeharged their duty with an integrity 
becomiDg their charafters ; but, unfortunately, they were 
mortals, and f ould not refift thoft complicated difficulties, to 
which, by the mifeonduft of thofe at a diftance, they were 
unhappily expofed^ From the papers which have, day after 
dav, been read to your Lordlhips, nothing appears to me in 
a ftrongcr light, than that the immediate caufc of the capture 
of the Britiln army under Lord Cornwallis, arofe from the 
want of a fufficient force, to cover and proteft it, in the 
Chefapeak : this is the ground upon which I place my foot ; 
it is here, my Lords, that 1 ereft my ftandard. Owing 
to caufes of a fimilar nature, owing to our army’s bc- 
ing fupplied with fcanty handfuls of men, by which the 
fuperiority of the enemy, in point of numbers, has been fup- 
ported and maintained, our misfortunes have accumulated 
upon ns. This truth, I am confident, appears every where, 
from the hiftory both of our naval and military operation^ 
in the Weftern World. Had the army under Lord Cornwal- 
lis been protefted and fupported by a powerful fleet in the 
Chefapeak, might it not have been faved from ruin, and the 
difgrace of its capture avoided ? In like manner had Sir 
Henry Clinton been fupplied with a proper number of troops, 
clTeritial aid might have been communicated to Loril Corn- 
wallis, and his hands ftrengthenccl againft :he common enemy. 
In applying this general obfervaiion ro the prefent cafe, he did 
not, however, mean ro thiow the whole blame upon the Ad- 
miralty, foi* not having appointed a fufficient naval fofcc to 
proteft the Britifli army at York-town. It was no novel 
doftrinc, that they derived their authority, and received 
their orders, from the Cabinet. Though they were rcfponli- 
ble in feme meafure for their conduft, yet it was the Cabinet 
that was ultimately amenable in the prefent inftance. He 
meant, therefore, to direft the motions he w^as about to make 
againft this colieftive body. It was owing to them that tlic 
army atYork-town, under Lord Cornwallis, had been cap- 
tured, and America loft to this country, Why, alked the 
noble Duke, was not a greater number of fhips fent upon 
fo imj^rtant a fervice ? Where were the fleets of England 
now ftationed ? ^ Why were not the armies of this country 
prqjerly cncreafed ? Why did we not make alliances and con- 
federacies with other countries, inftead of fending half 4 
dozen, or a dp^cn Britifti officers, all over Germany, to col- 
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le£^ a tboufand or iifteen hundred mercenary troops, like fo ma- 
ny poulterers employed in picking up as many chicken ? Our 
difafters, continued the noble Duke, prefs the prefent fubjefl of 
enquiry upon my mind. Not only is America loft to this 
country, but Minorca is alfogonc, and our valuable iilands in 
the Weft Indies fall, day after day, like ninepins. Another 
Houfe haS) upon a late occafionj given evidence of its fcnii'i- 
bilities, in refpeA to our prefent misfortunes ; I venerate it 
on account of its late decifion, .which I vow lhall be confe- 
crated in my memory to my lateft hour^ and which, I 
think, merits to be written in letters of gold. Let us, my 
Lords, compare their conduA, with that of our own ; I pro* 
tcft, for my own (hare, that I feel myfelf almoft difgraced 
by holding a feat in this Houfe. I am defeended from a race 
of anceftors more ancient, and as illuftrious as many of 
thofe of your Lordlhips anceftors, fomc of whom have bled 
or been facriheed for their cQuntry ; but what would they 
think, if at the prefent moment they were to behold the 
calamities of this country, and the difgraces which tliis Houfe 
has entailed upon itfelf ? His LordOup concluded with ob* 
ferving, that though he was incapable of bringing any one 
Over to his opinion, by his oratorical abilities, not being 
much praAifed in the habits of public fpcaking, yet he was 
convinced of the integrity of his o\^n intentions, and of the 
juftice of what he had advanced ; he was, at all hazards, de- 
termined to purfue the conduA of that Cabinet, which had 
brought dilgrace upon the country, till at laft the infliAions 
of juftice were put in execution upon it ; for this jiurpofe, he 
would fubtnit to the coniideratinn of their Lordlhips, the two 
following motions ; the firft of which, he propofed, fhould 
be introduAory to the fccond : Firft, “ That it is the opi- 
nion of this Committee, that the immediate caufe oft the 
capture of the army under Earl Cornwallis, in Virginia, 
appears to have been the want of a fudicient naval force,, to 
cover and proteA the fame.” • 

Second, “ That the not covering and protcAing the army 
under Lord Cornwallis, in a proper manner, was highly 
blaineablc in thofe who advifed and planned the expedition.” 

Earl of Sandwich faid, that he felt his talk to be a very Earl oT 
arduous one. That defending the plans of minifters, after Sandwich, 
thofe plans had unfortunately failed, was an extreme difEcult 
matter to attempt; and however fair the intentions of minif* 
ters might have been, however wife their plans, as far as the 
fttuation of affairs, and the probable turn they would take, 
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might appear to them at the time they formed thefe plans, it 
was by no means eafy to combat the ftrong prejudices ariiing 
from ill fuccefs, or to convince men, whbfc minds were 
deeply imprefled with fentiments of difappointment and mor- 
tification. That a calamity, which was certainly a very 
ferious one, had been an inftance of the uncertain chance of 
war, rather than a circumftance arifing from negleft in mi- 
nifters, from their want of forefight, or their want of cau- 
tion. He inoft heartily agreed with the noble Duke, and he 
was much plcafed to find a mode of rcafoning adopted by his 
Grace, fo cxaftly correfponding with his own fentiments: 
for what was the language held by the noble Duke, but that 
nei.hcr the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, nor thofc connected 
with him in that department, were at all refponfible for their 
condufl in that degree which might be commonly imagined. 
There was a trull repofed in them by the majority which de- 
cided in his Majefty’s Councils ; and in proportion as they 
executed this charge with fidelity, they were juftifiable or 
blamcablc. So much he would fay, in concurrence with the 
noble Duke, in behalf of himfclf, and in defence of thofc 
conjoined with him in office. He did not, however, mean, 
by this ol^fevvation, to avoid faying any thing upon the pre- 
fent fubjeft of debate, in anfwer to what had been Hated by 
his Grace. He had made an obfervation, and founded his 
motion upon it, that there was not a fijfficienc force to pro- 
teft the army under Lord Cornwallis at York-town. When 
he undertook to take off the force of this affertion, he begged 
to acquaint their Lordfliips, that he did not mean to throw 
blame upon any charafter, naval or military. He was ready 
to bellow the fame praife upon our Ckncrals and Admirals as 
had been fo liberally bellowed by the noble Duke. He was 
convinced, that any fault, or any negleft of duty, was not to 
be laid to their charge. 

He was equally well perfuaded, that upon a due invclliga- 
tion of the mater, their Lordfliips would find that the caufes of 
the misfortune which formed the fubjeft of the prefent enquiry, 
were to be attributed folely to accident, and not to thole cir- 
cumftances which had been fuggefted by the noble Duke. 
He would, therefore, Hate to them the precife fafts refpeft- 
ang the lituation and numbers of the Britilh fleet in the Weft 
Indies and America, at the time alluded to ; from which it 
would appear, that the Lords of the Admiralty proceeded 
upon folid prefumptions in their adminillration, and that 
neither tliey, nor tlioro who in the aggregate direfted his 
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Majcfty^s Councils, were at all criminal on the occafion. The 
number of the Britifli fleet in the Weft Indies, previous to its 
failing for America, was twenty-two fliips of the line. This 
number was, l\owever, confidcrably leffcncd, owing to particu- 
lar cafualties. The Sandwich, forming one oi the fleet, was 
unfit for fervice. Two more were ordered for the Jamaica 
fiation, and four employed as a convoy to the homeward- 
bound trade. Befldes this. Sir George Rodney brought home 
with him the Gibraltar, which vyas in a ftate of tolerable repair^ 
and might have been carried with fafety to In this 

manner the fleet was reduced from twenty-two to fourteen 
fail, whereas the enemy, coliefling its force from allquarterSp 
having no convoy to proteft, proceeded to America with aa 
unexpeftedly fuperior force. This circumftancc, however, 
could not have been forclccn by the Admiralty at hornet it 
depended upon an unknown arrangement of lyftem in our 
naval affairs, and could not gf courfe have been remedied. 
He wifhed, for his own part, that particular (ituations had 
admitted of a different fort of management, and that fo large 
a number of fhips had not been employed in convoying the 
trade. His Lordlhip then gave a ftatement of the F rench fleet, 
which, he faid, was twenty-feven in number, and obferved, 
that every ftep which was proper had been adopted by the 
Admiralty. The noble Duke had alkcd, where were the 
fleets and armies of England ? He would tell him, fbme of 
them were in Amfl-ica ; many of them in the Weft and Eaft 
Indies ; and not a few cm^oyed at home. In fliort 
Admiralty had arranged matters agreeable to the beft of 
their judgment; and he would add, without Mreading the 
being taxed with prefumption, to the beft of their abili- 
ties. Wc had been unfortunate it was true. The minds of 
mankind were of courfe affefled ; their prejudices awakened; 
and they w’crc confcqucnlly led to enquire after, and conjure 
up caufes, wliicfa, in fa3, had no exiftencc. Our misfor- 
tunes originated in an unhappy combination of circumftanccs, 
and the hand of Providence did not feem to favour us. Tfaefc 
were the real fources of our difafters, and it was in vain to 
feek for them clfewhere. Having perfifted in this ftylc of 
xeafoning for fome time, his Lordftiip obferved, that he by 
BO means coniidered the motion in a favourable light. It 
feemed direfled more againft men in oflice, with a view qf 
afpiring at their places, than calculafed to produce any good 
effeA. In enumerating the various caufes of our misforruncs, 
the noble Duke had forgot one thing, viz. the obftruAion 
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that people in adminiftration had met with from Oppolition^ 
who had clogged the wheels of government, and prevented 
their proper operation. His Lordfhip, having made feveral 
snifceilaneous obfervations, and reforting to feme of his former 
arguments, faid, that in a general point of tiew^ when a 
country was eiigaged in an extenlive war, it was the duty of 
minifters lb to diftribute the force of the country, as to cover 
the whole of their pofleflions, as far as the extent of that 
force would allow. If any one ftation, for inftance, was 
overloaded with naval force, hi fuch a war as the prefent, 
that would be extremely unwife ; becaufc, of n'.ccflity, foinc 
other part of our polTeliions muft be left in a weak, defence- 
ids, and unprotcAed condition. 

His Lordlhip farther urged, in very pointed terms, the 
abfolute nccelEty there was, in his apprehenfion, to exert 
every nerve, for the relief of Gibraltar ; and endeavoured to 
demonftrate, that protc£ting that fortrefs held out a certainty, 
which no operations in the Wed Indies, at that time, polii- 
bly could : this meafure farther recommended itfelf to him, 
becaufc the probability of giving the Britifh fleet an oppor- 
tunity of meeting that of opain, was a inoft flattering pro- 
fpeft to thofe acquainted with the ftrength of the contending 
parties, and the bravery and ikiU of our officers and feamen. 

Kvl of Earl of Derby faid, that he felt llrongly what had fallen 
from the noble Lord towards the concluflon of his fpecch ; 
he would therefore make a reply according os his feelings fug- 
gefted to him ideas refpeAing the fentiments of the noble 
Lord. The noble Lord faid, he complains that the prejudices 
of the world ;ire fettled againft him : Good God, my Lords, 
i amaftoniflied at the impudence and aflfuranceof fuch an alTer- 
tion. [Here there was a cry to order.] His Lordfhip, how- 
ever, juftified the propriety of his aflertion, and faid that he 
would hot retra£t it unlcfs by the order of the Committee, to 
whofe authority he implicitly bowed. He thanked Lord Fal- 
conberg, who paid him fome compliments on account of his 
ufual delicacy ofi manner, and went on jullifying his expref- 
lion, and declaring that he was aftonifhed at the aflurance of 
the noble Lord, who had complained of the prejudices of 
mankind ; were not thefe prejudices well founded i Had not 
the people at large a right to them } Adminiftration had 
ruined this country, and the noble Earl complained, that the 
generaliity were prejudiced againft him. If this was not 
affurance without example, he had no knowledge of the dif- 
ferences of things. But this is not all, continued his Lord- 
lhip ; 


4 



fliip; the noble Lord affirms, that Adminiftratlon have had 
no fuccefs, becaufe the wheels of government have been 
retarded by the influences of oppofltion. Can any aflertion 
be more groundlefs ? Has oppofltion in this Houfe yet car- 
ried one point ? Has one foldier demanded,^ been refufed i 
Or one (hilling alked, and not obtained } The noble Lord 
laments that the hand of Providence is againft us. I by no 
means fee reafon to juftify fo melancholy a refledion. Con- 
fult the hiftory of the war, and your Lord (hips will find that 
Providence has been much more favourable than wc could 
have exposed, or in faft defer vcd. After a pretty warm 
effiifion on thefe general points, his Lordfhip came to conli- 
dcr the ftatement of the fleet in America given by Lord Sand- 
wich. He faid, in the enumeration of the forces of our 
enemies, he had unfortunately forgot to mention the Ihips 
under the command of Monfieur de Barras, the number of 
which was confiderablc, fo that the fleet of the enemy was 
much more numerous than he had dated to their Lordfliips. 

He wifhed to know for what reafon our fleet was< appor- 
tioned in the manner which the noble Lord had mentioned^ 
and begged to be informed, why Sir George Rodney had 
brought home with him an eighty gun (liip, and whether he 
might not have been conveyed to this country equally well in 
a frigate ? — He faid, thefe were points upon which the noble 
Lord feemed particularly fliy, and he wiflicd to draw from 
him information in itgard to them. His Lorclfliip dwelt upon 
our public difaflers, madeallufions to the capture of Minorca 
and St. Kitts, and fubjoined, that he would not cxjiauft thefe 
fubjefts at prefent, but referve them as grounds for future 
enquiry, and impeachment. “ Sufficient for this day was the 
evil thereof.” He concluded with applauding the zeal and per- 
fevcrence of the noble Duke who had made the motion. ^ He 
hoped it would be well received, and had his hearty confent. 

Earl Temple followed his Lordfhip. He faid he was always 
happy to receive information from their LordfWips, and was 
particularly fortunate, that though he had rifen almoft at the 
lame moment with the noble Lord who had juft fat dowp; 
the noble Lord had been heard firft, as he had borrowed much 
information from his Lordlhip. He remarked, that the 
noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty had given a general 
flate of the French fleet in the Weft In^lics and America, 
previous to the capture of the army under Lord Cornwallis ; 
he had, however, forgot to take any notice of five (hips fta- 
ticr,pd oS the Cape, and of the force of the Spaniards at 

Cuba. 
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Cuba. Thcfe were faAs which merited confideration. He 


had likewife alTerted, that our naval armament was much 
greater than at any former period. For his own ftiare, he 
much doubted the fa£l, and would meet his Lordfhip when 
he chofe upon^the enquiry. Towards the concluiion of his 
fpeech, in which he difeovered much honeft fenfibility, he 
declared, that our iituation and condufi was fuch, that he 
was now almoft afhamed of being a Member of this Houfe, 
and a Briton ; and that if it were not for particular con- 
nexions, he would mofl unqucftionably leave the country. 
MifqiiUof The Marquis of Carmarthen begged to know whether a 
*^*'"“‘***“ letter, dated the 6th of July laft, and received the 12th or 
12th of the fame month, by the Admiralty, giving an account 
of the force and time of failing of the fleet under M. dc 
GraiTe, was upon the table. He faid he bad looked for it, 
but had not found it. [Upon fcarching for it, it could not be 
found.] The Marquis then begged to know, from the Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty, whether any fteps had been taken by 
his Lordfltip, in confequence of this fpeedy information, to 
fruftrate the views of our enemies. This called up 
. The Earl of Sanelvjich, who read a paragraph of a letter 
*** ' from Admiral Graves, which he prefumed contained the fum 
of the information defired by the Marquis. He then went 
into the confidcration of the different arguments that had 
been employed againft him. He faid, the noble Earl who 
fpoke laft, had mifunderftood him in reQ^efl to the faft of 
the Sandwich ; and that as to the bringing home of the Gi- 
braltar, Sir George Rodney had not thought that her remain- 
ing in the Weft Indies, or her going to America, was at all 
neceffary. Here he read a paragraph from a letter of Sir 
George upon his arriv.-il in Ireland, in which he ftated, that 
he thought the force lent againft the enemy fufficient to give 
them a proper check. His Lordfliip fubjoined, that if he 
had forgot to take notice of the fleet under Monf. de Barras, 
it had alfo been omitted, by Oppofition, to fay any thing of 
five fail of the line of Britilh fliips which were then in Ame- 
rica. The faft was, our misfortune did not arife from the 
inferiority of our fleet in point of numbers, for the one half 
of the fhrps were not engaged in the adlion. 

Doke of The Duke of Manchejier produced the copy of a letter from 

Mtncbefter gjr George Rodney, which his Cirace read ; and infifted on 
it that it was evidenr, the negleA of not having a proper naval 
force in America, was the caule of the calamity as ftated in 
tjhe motion, which he declared had his full confent. 


The 
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The Duke of Richmond took a review of all the naval events Duke of 
of the year 1781, and afferted, that the whole was one con- ®*ichmand, 
tinued feries of proofs of the ignorance, the incapacity, the 
want of exertion, and the want of prudence in Miniftersi 
His Grace contradifted Lord Sandwiches account of the Bri- 
tifh and French force, and declared that the noble Lord had 
greatly mifreprefented it. His Grace gave his own account 
of the force, which contradidU^d that given by the Earl of 
Sandwich very materially. 

This gave rife to a long altercation on that particular point, 
in which the Duke of Richmond, Lord Sandwich, the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Camden, and I^ord Temple, took a part ; 
the four firft were upon their legs four or five times each. 

The Duke of endeavoured to put an end to it, by Duke of 

declaring, that it was idle to be fpending their time in cavil- G'**‘®*** 
ling whether there was one fliip here, or one fliip there ; they 
ought to conficlcr the whole. His Grace declared he had done 
fo, and he Wtas moft fully convinced of the juftietj of the 
motion. 

Lord Vifeount Stormont obferved, that the qneftlon was l-ofd Vif. 
divided into two parts, the fiift of which was only then before 
them ; but as tlie other was meant to follow, if the firft fuc- 
cceded, he Ihould confulcr both together. Ills Lordlhip then 
went into a dlfcuffion of the fcvcral calls upon Minlfters to 
attend to very dilMnft and dllferent ferviccs in the year 1781. 

He faid, (iibraltar ought to be relieved at the time that the ^ 
noble Duke, and other noble Lords, who Ind fupported the 
motion, had alfertcd, that a larger naval force (flight to have 
been fent to America. That prelerencc of fcrvicc was a 
matter of doubtful political espcdicm\\ and Minifters could only 
aft, previous to any event’s taking place, to the beft ©f their 
ludgmcnt. So long, therefore, in a crifis, like that alluded 
to, as Minifters afted willi a good intention, and as matters 
then ftood, with a ftrong probability that the mcafure they 
liad adopted, was the moft fit for them to *adopt under the 
circumftances that ferved as a guide to their conduft, they 
appeared in his mind by no means to merit cenfure ; on the 
contrary, he was perfuaded, they were entitled to the appro- 
bation and thanks of their counri y. With regard to Monf 
dc Grafle’s fleet, it was not polliblc for them to imagine, 
that fo laige a ftcct would leave 10 4 arge a convoy, and pro- 
ceed direftly to Ameiica, in older to ftrike a capital blow at 
once, andcapiuic the ai my under Lord Cornwallis. Had 
Minifters been aivarc or of fuch an iiucntion, he 

VoL. VH. li would 
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would join with the noble Duke in afferting, that they would • 
then have been highly criminal, had they not taken proper 
meafures to have prevented it. His Lordibip concluded with* 
declaring, he ftiould give his negative to the motion. 

The buke of Richmond replied. He particularly noticed 
the noble Vifeount’s expreflion, that to determine which 
would have been the wifeft ftep to have taken, whether to 
have fent a large force to oppofe Monf. de Graffe, or to have 
fent to relieve Gibraltar, was a matter of doubtful political 
expediency. His Grace declared his opinion was direftly the 
reverie ; he thought it was by no means a matter of doubtful 
political expediency ; Minifters ought, without hehtation, 
to have fent to meet and oppofe Monf. de Graffe, fince they 
either did or ought to have known that he had failed. And 
as to the noble Lord’s declaring, that they had no conception 
that the French would do fo magnanimous, fo great, fo noble 
a thing, as to co'.lcft their naval force, iruft their fleet of 
tranfports, he. to fornc degree of rilque, and go to ftrike an 
important blow agalntt our force in America, if Minifters 
could acknowledge that they really had never thought it pof- 
liblc, he fhould think of Minifters ten times more contemp- 
tibly than he ever imagined he fhould have done. His (iracc 
alked, why Admiral Darby had not been ordered to detach 
from Gibraltar to the Weft-Indies, after he had relieved the 
garrifon? Even then it would not have oecn too late for 
jbmc of our men of war to have arrived in the Weft-Indies 
before Monf. de Crnti'c, whole fleet was encumbered with a 
large, heavy ' and flow-failing convoy. He fpokc to a variety 
of naval events, particularly that of Admiral Darby’s going 
with his fleet off Cork, in order to be joined by the viftual- 
lers. Every naval man, he had talked toon the fubjeft, had 
held up his hands with aftonilhment, and expreffed his fur- 
prize at Admiral Darby’s not having rende/.voufed at Ply- 
mouth, and ordered the vifluallers to have come to him there, 
or to have joined him at fea. His Grace enumerated our 
Ioffes, and particularly mentioned Minorca. He faid, if Mi- 
nifterc did not mean to rclcavc the garrifon there, or could 
have done fo, it would have been wife to have abandonned it, 
and given it up. Nay, he would fay more; after it was be- 
fieged, ^it would have been more humane, and more laudable, 
had they even fent out ^Ilrordcr for General Murray to have 
furrcndcrcd It ; it would have faved blood, and not have 
taught the army to defpair of any the Icaft care of them being 
taken b) Minifters. He applied to Lord Sandwich, and aiked 

him 
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liimif he ihonght It honourable, nay, if he thought it honellto 
continue in his office, after he knew, that two hundred levcn- 
teen members of the Houfe of Commons had exprcfll’d their 
ftrong difapprobation of his conduft ? The noble Lord knew, 
that one half of the people, at Icaft, difapprovecl of him as a 
Miniftcr, and wifhed him out of office ; he ought, therefore, to 
retire, and obey their inclinations. His Grace concluded with 
carneftly intrcatlng Minifters not to truft too long to their 
majorities, but to comply with the wifltes of the people in 
time. If they did not, he feared, the people would he pro- 
voked to enforce their wifhes in ftarts and fi regular lallie*', in 
a manner that might lead to confufion, and do a great deal 
more harm than good. 

'riie Duke of Bolton and Earl of Wcftmoreland likewife 
fpokc in the foregoing debate; the former in lupport of 
the Duke of Chandos’s motion, and the latter, warmly 
againll it. 

At half after eleven o’clock, the queftion having been put, 
on the Duke of Chandos’s motion, the Committee divided. 
Contents, 37 ; not contents, 72. ‘ 


The following copies of authentic Letters, which, except the firft, 
were not icad in the Houfe of l.ords, throw a very important light 
upon the furrendcr of J^-arl Cornwallis; and arc therefore extremely 
proper to be inferted in this place. 


o Inur fjovi Lmitcuant General Earl T^ornivallh to his Excellency 
' General Sir H:r.y Cilnton, K. B. dated Torl-towny Virginia, Oaober 


T Have tlic mortification to inform your Exccllcnry, that 1 have been 
1 srivc up the polls of York ami Glouctftcr, ami to luncndct the troops under my 
command, by capitulation, on tlic 19 th inftant, as pn loners of war, to the com- 

bined forcci of America and trance. • , -r r j t ♦rw 

I never faw thiy poft in any favourable light. But, w icn oun 
be attacked in it, in fo unprepared a ftare, by fo powerful an army and ^7. 

nothinc but the Impes of tclief xvould have induced me to ifttempt * 

c r r nM f'ltber have endeavoured to efcape to New- York, by rapid itiarche* 
from the Gloucclkr f.de, immediately on the arrival of Gewral 
troops atWilliamfmirg; or I would, 

havc*^ attacked them in the open ficld,-^^ it might havcW juft poffible that 
ISle would have favoured' the gallantry of the handful of troop* under^ 
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command, But being aflured by your Excellency’s letters, that every poffibl^ 
means would be tried by the navy and army to relieve us, I could not think my*^ 
fclf at liberty to venture on cither of thofe defperate attempts. Therefore; after 
remaining two days in a ftrong polition in front of this place, in hopes of being 
attacked, upon obferving that the enemy were taking meafures which could not 
fail of turning my left flanlj: in a fliort time ; and receiving, on the fccond tven- 
jiig, your letter of the 24th of September, informing me that the iclicf would fail 
about the 5th of Oftober, 1 withdrew within the works on the night of the 29th 
of September, hoping by the labour and firmncf:, of the foldicrs, to protradl the 
defence until you could arrive. Everything was to be expt.-iLd from the fpirit of 
the troops, but every difadvantage attended their labour, as the works were to be 
continued under the enemy's fiie, and our flock of entrenching tools, whicli did not 
much exceed four hundred when we began to work, in the latter end of Auguft, 
was now much dimiiiiflud. 

Although the event has been fo unfortunate, the pntience of the foldicrs in 
bearing thcgrcatcfl fatigues, and their firmnefs and inrrcpidifv under a pci fevering 
fire of fhot and Ihells, that 1 believe has not ofun been exceeded, deferved the 
higheft commendation andpiaifc, A fucccf^ful dcflncc, Iiowevcr, in oui fiiuatioii 
^was perhaps impolhble ; for the place could only be reckoned nii intienchcd camp, 
fubjeft in moft places to enfilade, and the ground in general lo difadvantageous, 
that nothing but the ncccility of fortifying it as a poll to piotect the navy, could 
have induced any pci ion to ciccl \\orks upon it. 

(Signed) Cornwallis. 

Copj pf a Letter fiom Sir Henry Clinton K. B- to Lieut, Gtneral Earl Corninjallhy 
dated Ne'iv- 3 or I' 3 ot/i Novt viler ^ 1781. 

My Lor d, 

After the convcrfaiion 1 had with your Loidfliip (before I fcni )our letter to 
be publiflicd) in which we fccimd fo pei feebly 10 .igitc \ 1 mud beg your Lord- 
lliip’s pardon foi again troubling you on the fubjefl. 

But being infoimcd, peihai's »»nicioufl\ , that fomc people here fuppofe there arc 
paflfages in that letter, whieh convi y an idea, that nou had been compelled by my 
orders to lake the jiod of York, though it was not your own picfcrcnccj that you 
had reprefented the defe6ls of the giound, and wcic detained there contrary to 
your own judgment ; and likewifethat I had promifed the exertions of the navy, 
before my letter of ,Mic 24th of September: — - I am perfurided your Lordlliip 
W'ill rc.adily rxcufe my retjueding a inoie foimal avowal of youi Icntimcnts, left I 
Jliould have then miftaken thrm, Becaufr, if that lliould unfortunately be the 
cafe, I may perhaps be under the ncccility of raking meafures 10 obviate your Ut* 
ttr being viewed in the fame lignt in England. 

1 liave ilie honour to be 

"V our J.oicllhip’s moil obedient and moft humble fervant, 

^^Signed) H. CLINTON. 

Copy a Litter front Lieiitenavt Gener,il Karl Cortnvallis to General Sir Henry 
Clinlon, dated H^’ivTorki December 1781 , 

SIR, 

*y efterddy afternoen 1 was honoured with youi Ewcllcnt } ’s letter dated the 30th 
pf ISoYcmbcr. 

I do 
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I do not rccollcft that any convcrHuion paflcd between us the other day, before 
the publication of my letter, relative to my icafbns for taking pofl’eHion of the 
pods of York and Glouccfter But in anfwer to \uiir dil'patclies, dated the Sth 
and I ith of July, direfling me fo pofitivciy to poffelsa harbour in the Chefapeak, 
for line of batil® ihips, your Excellency will fee ilv.it, after finding that works on 
Point Comfort could not protcfl a naval force in IIamj[iton Road, 1 thought that I 
afled in ftrifl obedience to your orders, by taking pollclfion of thofc polls. I thought 
it unncccffhry to enter into a minute detail of the difadvantages of the ground, 
tirlitr on my full txamiiiation of it in the month of June, or on my return to it 
in Angullj bec-'iiifc on rlic firll occaiion, as 1 have already had tlic honour of 
explaining to your Kxcellcnev, [ did not, after IWiiig it, entertain for a moment 
an idea of o».cupying it — not thinking myfclf at liberty, by the inilruftions 
under which ] ilicu aflcd, to detain the gieatcll pair of the force in Virginia for 
the juiipofe of f..cuiinga harboui for fliips of the line; — and on my return to 
it in Auguft, I thought it then became my duty to make the bed of it I could, 
having no other li.iiboui to propofe in its place. 

In icgard to the pnnnifc of the exertions of tbe navy, previous to your letter 
of the 24 rh of Septeml ■ i , I can only ivj- at what 1 had the honour of faying to 
your ExcellcncY in the coiuiTfation ^ • hich you allude, that without any parti- 
cular engagement for the navy bef re iimi d itc, all )our letters held out uniformly 
hopes ot itlicf ; and that 1 had no • fioni any of thc^u to fiippofc that you 
had loft fight of the poflibilitv of til < g it. And that under thofe hojies, after 
ferious refledion, I did not tiiink t.- it it would hate been juftifiable in me to aban- 
don thole polls, with our numcious lick, aitilhiy, lloies, and (hipping, or to 
rifk an adion, which in all probability would in its conllqucnces have precipitated 
the lofs of tliem. 

Aly letter from York, dated the 2 otfi of Odoher, w'as written under great 
agitaiion of mmd, Jiui in great hurry, being conll.inilv interrupted by numbers of 
people, coming up\.n IjuIIikIs or cercinony. Dut mv intention in wilting that 
Jcttti was to c'lpliiii the motives that iiiRucnced my own condud, and to narrow 
the incidents that picccded the extremity rliar forced us to liuiendei. 

I have the honour to !)C, witli great refpedl:, 

Sii, your mod obedient ano moll humble fervant, 

(SigiKd) Cornwallis. 

from Sir HruryC/inton K. B. to I.ieutnmrit Gencrai Earl Cormuallis^' 
dated Ne'W - 2 ot ky Dt r., ii. Ur i, i ' ^ i . 

My Lor d, 

As your Loidlliip is plcafcd, in your letter of this day, to revert to the circum- 
fiance of jour cjuitting the A\"illiainfljurg Neel , and lepalling James River, ib 
contrary to the inter.fons I wiflicd to exprtfs in mv letters of the i ith and i^th 
June, and thofe* itfeired to by them (and which I thought tlicy would have clearly ^ 
explained;) your Lordlliip will, I hope, hd\e the goculnefs to foigive me, if X^, 
once more icpcat, that I am of opinion, if thofe letters had been properly undef<» . 
ftood by your T.ordftilp, you woul i at lead hjvc kefitated before you adopted that ' 
mcafurc. For I humbly prefumc it will appear, upon a reperufal of them, that 
it w'as my deftre to recorftmend to your Lordfhip, the taking a healthy defenlive 
ftation, either ut V/illiamduig or York j and after keeping what troops you iiiight 

want, 
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vant, for the ample defence of fuch a poft, and defultory movements by water^ to 
fend me fuch a proportion of the corps (mentioned in a lift) as you could Tpare* 
taking them in the rucccffiori they are there placed in. Your Lordfhip, on the 
contrary, underftood thefe as conveying a pofttivc order to fend me three thoufand 
men (by which you fay your force would have been reduced to ab^ur two thoufand 
four hundred rank and file, fit for duty — having, it is prefumed, above fifteen 
hundred fick) , and was pleafed to tell me, in your anfwcr, that you could not, 
confiftent with my plans, make fafe defcnfivc pofts at York and Glouceftcr, both 
of which would be neceflary for the prote£lion of /hipping ; and that you fliould 
immediately repafs James River, and take meafures for complying with my 
requifition. 

I own, my Lord, that my opinion of the obvious meaning of the letters referred 
to, continues ftill the fame; and I am exceedingly forry to find, by the letter 
you have now honoured me with, that it differs io widely from your Lordfliip’s. 

My letter of the nth of July, dirccls your Lordfliip to fortify Old Point 
Comfort, in ihc mouth of James Rivei, with the intention of fccuring Hampton 
Road, which the Admiral recommended as the beft naval ftation, and requefted I 
would occupy. But tour Lordlhip’s letter, of the 27th July, informs me you 
had examined Old Point Comfort, with the oillccrs of the navy and the engineers, 
and that you were all of opinion, a poft tlicic upuld nor anfwcr the puipofc ; and that 
you Ihould, therefore, in compliance with the fpirit of my order;-, feize York and 
Glouceftcr, being the only harbour in which you could hope to be able to give 
cffcftual protc^lion to line of battle flips. Suppofing, therefore, of courfc, that 
your Lordfliip approved in cvci y rtfpert of Yoik and GloucefiLr, fiom the pre- 
ference you had thus given tlicm to the poft I had recommended ; J did not oppofc 
the choice you Inid made, Inuing never icceivcd the leaft hint fiom your Lorcl- 
fliip, that the ground at New-York was unfavourable, or liable to be enfiladed, 
untill after you had capirulatcd. 

With refpe^d to your I.oidlhip’s having been influenced in your conduft by the 
hope, of relief (which }ou fjy was uniformly held out to you in all my letters) 
your Lordlhii* cainot be infinfiblc; that the po/fibility of cffcifting it muft have 
entirely depended upon the exertions of the navy ; which, as T was not authorifed 
to promife before rl:e 24111 September, T am perfuaded yoiii Loidfhip will readily 
acknowledge, that if your letter of the' 20th of OClobcr implies 1 had done fo 
before that period, the imnlieation cannot be fupported by any thing I wrote, pre- 
vidiia tt) my letter of that date, which you received on the 29th. 

As therefore my letters of the 2d and 6th of September, which promife only 
my own exertions, did not rearh your J.ordlhip before the 13th and 14th of that 
month, and you did not before then know of Sir Samuel Hood’s arrival, or of 
Mr, Graves’s having more than t’e veil fail of the line, to combat Monfieur de 
^raffc^s force (which, on the 20th Auguft, you had heard confifted of at Icaft 
; tiventy-fivc fail of the line) v.uir T.ordllnp confequenily could have n;i hopes of 
';Mef before that tii»»c. With lelpec^ to your efcape to New-York, immediately 
' mi the arrival of General Walhingtoii’s troops at WilHamftmrg, (which your 
Inter of the zoth October implies vou were prevented from undertaking by the 
t^eeipt of mine of the 24rh Seprember) I mull beg leave to obferve, that if it had 
been ever prarlicablc after the ri.nc \our iLordlhip mentions (which I am free to 
own I do not think it was) it muft have been between that period, and the time 
wf tile enemy’s force appearing before yiv^- lines. It may thercfcrc be prefumed, 

YOU 
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you could not have been prevented by any thing I faid in that letter, as you did 
not receive it until after the latter event took place. But I readily admit, iny 
Lord, that none of my letters could give you the leaft realbn to fuppofe that an 
attempt would not be made to fuccour you. • • 

Your Lordflxip will, 1 am perfuaded, alfo forgive me, if I again take notice of 
the too politivc manner in which you arc pleated to fpeak of the opinion 1 gav9 
you about the failing of the fleet. As my words were, there is every reaibia 
** to hope we fliall ftart from hence about the 5th 0 »n.obcr." And in my Icfter 
of the next day, for fear that Ihould appear too potjtive, I fay, It is fuppofc 4 
the neceflary repaiis of the fleet will detain us here to the 5th of next month $ 

“ and your Lordthip muft be fgnfible that unforefeen accidents may lengthen it out 
** a day or two longer.” 

With regard to entrenching tools, the want of which your Lordfhip fo much 
complains of, 1 can only fay ; that, by the returns made to me by the Adjutant * 
General, it appears that 2 500 had been fent to the Chefapeak, by the Engineer, 
fnicc General Arnold's expedition inclufivc ; and tliat the firft moment a rcquUi- 
lion was made for more (which was not before the zjd of Auguft) I ordered an 
additional fupply to be feat, which were prevented from going by the arrival of 
the French fleet. I own, however, that I was not at that time very uneafy on 
this fcore, as I fuppofed it poHiblc for your Lordlhip to have collcAcd a fuificiency 
fiom the neighbouring plantations, anytime bcfoie the invciliturc was begun. 

December loth. — 1 had wiotc thus far, my Lord, immediately after the 
receipt of your Lordfliip's letter of the 2d inftant. But confideiing that it was 
poflible you might not have adverted to the implications, which your letter of the 
20th Oftober may be thought to bear, from the great agitation oF mind and hurry^ 
in which you tell me it was written ; I whs iniuilling to give voii, at that time, 
more trouble on the ful^c^F — • in the honefl hope that your Loidlliip’s candour 
will induce you, moft formally to difavow )our having any fuch intentions, by 
writing that letter, in cafe you find, on your arrival in England, that the pallagcs 
of it, which I have taken notice of, arc underftood as 1 fu^;cdl: they may be, and 
I therefore intended to have fent this letter to a fiicnd, to be delivered to you in 
London. But upon rcconfidering your letter of the id Inftant, which I have had 
more leifure to do fince my public difpatchcs were clof^d, I am of opinion that ic 
is properer your Lordlhip ihould receive my anfwcr to it here. • 

1 have the honour to be 

Your Lordlhip’s moft obedient nnd moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) II. Cl.INTOIT^ 

P. S. Having forgot to fpeak to the part of your Loidftilp’s letter of the 2d 
inftant, wliere you fay,, I do not lecollecL that apy touverfatiou pafled 
between us tile orher day, before the publication of iny letter, rdatlvc to my 
reafons for taking polldlion of the poft-. of Veil: and Clouceftcr,” I beg leave 
to do it here. — It is true, my Lord, no convcrGtion p^ilTcd from your Lordlhip 
on that fubjc<ft — but, when In the converfation allii-led to, I mentioned that £ 
had dirc£led you tocx niine Old Pcini Comfort, aud loriity it, but that difap« 
pioving of that poft, you had fclzed Yoik ~ and iliat therefoic Yjwk was your 
Lordlhip’s prcferciice — as \ou v.cie pieafed not to make me any anfwcr, 1 
tookit for gi anted you agreed with me. 


H. C 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir Hcvry Clinton^ K. B- to the Right Honourable Lord George 
Germain^ New-Torh, (>th December, 1781. 

f 

M Y L O R D, C 

I have fo often had the honour of delivering the fame fentiments to your Lord • 
(hip, that I muft beg your pardon for again doubling you nith the repetition — 
that I have ever been of opinion that operation ihouJd not be undertaken in the 
Chefapeak without having a naval fupcriority in thefc fcas, — And to the want 
of it — and perhaps to that alone arc wc to impute our late misfortune in that 
quarter. Therefore when F did myfcif the honour of fending you a copy of 
Lord Cornwallis’s letter to me of the 20th of October, I did not think it necef- 
fary to trouble your Lordfliip with any remarks upon fome palTages of it, which 
might feem to imply, that his LovdFhip had been forced into a bad pofl, by my 
orders, notwithftandiiig he had reprefented its dcfc£ls, — and had been induced 
to remain there, contrary to his judgment, by the pofitive aTurances I had given 
him of relief ; — efpecially as your Lordihip was poflelfcd of our coricfpondcncc, 
which could in the fulled manner invalidate every implication of ihe fort, and I 
wiflicd to have an opportunity of fpeaking to Lord Cornwallis before I faid any 
thing on fo delicate a fubjedl:. 

Since Lord Cornwallis’s ariival here, I have had a good deal of converfatlon 
with his T.ordfliip upon this hufinefs — by which, and hy the anfwcr he has fent 
me to a letter 1 w'rotc him ih.ereon (copies of whicli aic inclofed) it appears that 
his Lorddiip admits this was not the cafe. But as Lord Cornwallis’s difavowai is 
not fo explicit and dirc6t in his letter as 1 could wiih, and I think jufticc to my 
chara£ler requires, I beg your Loidlhip’s attention to the following obfervations — • 
which I hope the anxiety J mud naturally feel on this occafion, will plead my' 
cxcufe for troubling you w itli — though they may not ncctlliiry to vindicate 
me with your Lorddiip, who is alieady fo competent to judge. 

1 am perfuaded, that it will appear by my letters to Lord Cornwallis of the i ith 
and 1 5th of June, and« 4 hofc referred to by them ; that 1 recommended his taking 
a healthy defenfivc fiation, eiihcr at Williamlburg or York, and defired that, 
after keeping w-hat tro<»ps he might want for its mod ample defence, and dclultory 
movements by water, his i.orddiip w'ould fend me fuch a propoirion of the corps 
(mentioned in itMid) as he could Ipirc, taking them in the Ihecillion they arc there- 
placed m. But his l.ouUhip (mi the c<mtiaiy (underdanding ihat thcl'e letters con- 
veyed a poiitiv^c cider to feud me rhicc thoufand men, by which he fays his force 
vionld have been reduced to about two thoufand four hundred rank and file lit for 
duty, having probably at tliat time a numerous lick, told me in his aniwer that he 
could not, coiilident with my plans, make Life dcftiifive pods at Yoi k and Glouccfter 
(both wh’iih Houlcl be ncccdji y for tlic piotcClion of Ihipping) and tliat he lliould 
immcdiarely repnfs James River, and takcnieafurcs foi compl\ ing wiih my requili- 
tion. Finding therefore thnthis Lorddiip had fociitiicly mifconccived my intentions, 
I immediately conlultcd with Rear Admiral Graves upon the fubje£l of his letter; and 
the Admiral bemg of opinion that a naval ilation in Chefapeak for large fhips^w'aS 
abfolutciv requifitc, and that Hampton Road appeared to be the fitted for the pur- 
pofe, I deh.ed his Lordihip, at the Admiral’s requed, to examine Old Point Com- 
foit, in the mouth of James River, and fortify it — upon the fuppoiition that a 
Work there would fccurc that harbour — and if his Lordihip thought a pod at 
York ncccdfary to cover Old Point Comfort, he was at liberty to take tliat alfo. 

X Thifr 
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This order was Tent to Lord Cornwallis in my letter of the i ith of July, and hi: 
Lordfhip's anfwer to it is dated the a 7th, wherein he informs me, that having 
examined Old Point Comfort with the Captains of the King’s lliips and the En- 
gineers, and being all of ojfinion a poft there would not anfwer the purpofe, he 
fhould, in cogipliance with the fpirit of my orders, fetze York and Glouccftcr, 
being the only harbours in which he could hope tosbe able to give eitc£lual pro** 
te£lion to line of battle ihips. Copies of thefe letters are inclofed for your Lord- 
ihip to refer to ; and I truft it will appear from them, that the poll at York ^as in 
this indance entirely his Lordfliip’s choice. But never having received any leprc- 
fentation from his Lordlhip, by which I could have the lead conception he thought 
the ground difadvantageous, and liable to enfilade, (as dated in his letter of the 
aoth Odlobcr) and fuppodng from the preference his Lordfliip bad thus given it 
to the one I had recommended, that he fully approved of York and Glouccder* 
I own I did not oppofe his laying hold of them ; as I could not entertain the 
fmalled doubt of their being defcnfible, and fucha pod as I had told his Lordfliip 
I wanted. And, indeed, if his Lordihip had not now informed me that it wtur 
a bad one, the eagemefs with which I underdand the French have fincc feize|i#\< 
and arc fortifying it, would incline me dill to think well of it. 

With rcfpe£t to his Lordfhii^’s having been influenced in his condu£b by th<>! 
hopes of relief (which he is pteafed to fay I uniformly held out to him in all my( 
letters) his Lordlhip could not be infenliblc that the p^fTibllity of cfTcfling it; 
mud have entirely depended upon the exertions of the fleet; which, as I was not^; 
authorifed to promife him before the council of war held on the 24th of Scptem«^ 
her, 1 am perfuaded that the implication in his Lordiliip’s letter, that 1 had done' 
fo before that period, cannot be fupported (as indeed his Lordlhip now feems to' 
acknowledge) by any thing I urotc to him previous 10 my letter of that datc> 
which he received on the 29th. As therefore my letters of the 2d and 6th of 
September, which promife only iny own exertions, did not reach his Lordfliip 
before the 13th andtf 4th of tliat month, and he did notd}cforc then know of Sir 
Samuel Hood’s arrival, or that Admiral Graves had more than feven fail of the 
line to combat Mon ficur dc Grafle’s force, whofe arrival it appears from his Lord- 
fliip’s he knew of on the 29th of Auguft, and fuppofAl it to be twenty-five fail 
of the line ; his Lordlhip confcqucntly did not receive from me any hopes of relielf 
befoie that time. 

With regard to his Lordfli'p’s cfcape to New-Yoik, immediately on the arrival, 
of General Walhingtoii’s troops at Williamlhurg, (which hi! letter of the aoth 
Oftober implies he was prevented fiom undertaking by the receipt of mine of the 
24th September) I cannot help being of opinion that a retreat after Mr. Wafhing- 
ton joined was imprafticablc, and that it was at no time to be effctled to the north- 
ward, for reafons which I gave his Lordlhip- Bu?had it been ever poflible after 
the time his Lordlhip mentions, it mull I think have been between that period 
and the time of the enemy’s force prefenting itfclf before theliq^s of York, And 
it is confcqucntly prcfumablc his Lordfliip was norprevented by any thing 1 faid 
in that letter, as he acknowledges he did not receive it until after the latter event 
took place. But I readily admit, my Lord, that none of my letters could give 
his Lordlhip the leaft rcafon to fuppofc that an attempt would «ot be made tofuc- 
cour him : Though I mull confefs I think Ris Lordfliip fpeaks in his letter rather 
too pofitively of the opinion I gave in mine as to the time of the fleet’s failing — • 
mv words being -There Is every rcafon to hope we lhall Hart froip hence about 
VoL. VII. K k . the 
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the 5th of O&obcr.** And left even that fhould be thought pofitive, 1 the next 
day tell him ** that unforefeen accidents may lengthen it out a day or two 
longer.** 

The complaint his Lordfliip makes of the want of intrenching tools, I can only 
anfwer by faying* that it a’j)pcars frojn the Adjutant Generars returns to me that 
2500 had been fcntby the Engineer to the Chtfapeak with the different expeditions 
fincc the one commanded by General Arnold inclufive ; and the firft moment a 
lequifition was made for more (which was not before his Lordfliip’s letter of the 
2 2d of Auguft) I ordered an additional fupply to be fent, which were prevented 
from going by the arrival of the French fleet. But I muff own, my Lord, that 
I was not then very uncafy on this fcore, as I flattered inyfelf it was polhble for 
his Lordfhip to have collcdcd what he wanted fjom the neighbouring plantations 
any time before the inveftiture was begun. 

No man, my Lord, can feel more fcnfibly than I did for the unhappy fituation 
of Lord Cornwallis, and his gallant army ; wiiofc meritorious conduft, fpirit^, 
, and zeal, on all occafions, muft heighten our anxiety and concern for their prefent 
fate. And therefore as his Lordfliip is plcafcd to tell me that his letter of the 
20th 0£lober was written under great agitation of mind, and in great hurry, 
which might poflibly have prevented his adverting to the implications, which it 
. may be thought to bear) 1 cannot at prefent wifli to give his Lordfhip more trouble 
, jpn the fubjed, (although his anfwer of the 2d inflant is not lb explicitly latisfac- 
as 1 expelled it would have been) ; for, if the paffages in that letter, which 
ff;lhave taken notice of, Ihould l>c underftood in Europe in any refpeft to my pre- 
^'♦ludicc, I cannot doubt his Lordfhip will have candour enough moll formally to 
clifavow his having any fuch imentions. But if his Loidlhip, contrary to my 
^xpc£lation, fliall not be inclined to do fo j I mull be obliged, though r^lii£lantly, 
moft carneftly to requeft your Lordfhip to render me that jufticc (which I am 
perfuaded you thint 1 deferve) by publilliing ihLs letter. 

1 have Iht honour to be, with the greateft refpeft, 

Your Lordfliip*s moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) H. Clinton. 

Right Honourable Lord George Germain. 


March II, 12, 13, 15, 19, 20 and 21. 
No debate. ! 


March 22. 

Bar) qf Tfic Earl of Shelburne faid, that he had on this day in- 
Shelburne. ^g^ded to have made a motion, for the removal of his ’Ma- 
jefty’s Minifters : he trufted their Lordlhips would agree 
with hfm, that there wpre the moft juft and folid grounds for 
fuch a motion, and confequcntly that he had not, for flight 
or frivolous rcafons, caulcd their Lordftiips to be fummoned 

this 
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this day. — The deplorable ftatc into which the army had 
funk — the wretched condition of the navy, once the pride 
and bulwark of the nation, and the terror of our enemies — 
the diflrafted Hate of our finances, which were nearly cx- 
haufted — the glory and reputation of thcfcountry fullicd, 
and almoft deftroyed, were i’ubjefls that afforded an ample 
field for melancholy reflexion ; and fully juftified the trouble 
he had given their Lordfltips to attend that day : but, above 
all, the ftate in which the country had been for the laft three 
weeks, ftrongly argued the propriety of the motion, which, 
when he moved their Lordfltips might be fummoned, he had 
in contemplation to make. His Majefty’s Firft Miniftcr had 
declared, that he held himfclf bound to obey the order which 
the Houle of Commons had, in its wifdom, made, relative 
to the war in America ; and yet the fame Minifter had re- 
peatedly profcli'ed, that he did not underftand lliat order : 
lorry he was, that the ala/ming lituation. of public affairs 
had made it ncccffary, cither that the country fliould be 
completely mined, or that the legillaiive fliould interfere 
with the executive power, and dircft it how to aft ; but ftill 
more forry was he, that, after fuch a difagrccablc ftep had 
been made netelfary, and taken, the admimflratioii of affairs 
(houlJ remain in the hands of thofe, who pretended not to 
nndcrftancl the meaning of the Houle of Commons.' It was, 
thcrcfoic, to remove fuili men from his Maiefty’s Councils, 
that he had refoi^etl to make the motion which l.e intended to 
Jinve I’ubmittcd this day to the confidcration of their I.ord- 
lliips ; but as lie undt*rfiood that the objeft of that motion was 
already anfwcrctl, it refted with the Honfe to (Tetcrmine whe- 
ther it would he more piopcr to make it, or to luppicfs it: 
for his own part he was free to fay, he no longer thought it 
iiecdlary. A noble Lord in anoihcr lloufc had faid, ’(ami 
at the fame time he informed the Houfc that lie fpokc from 
the higheft authority) tliat his Ivlajefty\s ininiftcrs .were no 
longer in office ; or if in off?we, th<it they Remained only to 
iranfaft oflicial bulincfs : he did not doulit the truth of that 
affertion ; but when he rcHeftcd that the noble Lord to whom 
he alluded, had fo completely rooted out of the mindjrof the 
people every degree of confidence in his word, it was not 
furprifing that there fliould exift, as thcrccertainly did exift, 
men who could not bring themlclvcs to believe, that aclmi- 
niftration was at an end, or that wlftit that noble Lord had 
faid, might be relied/ on. He confeffed that, at the fame 
time that he admitted the propriety of their diffidence in that 
JL k 2 Minifter’s 
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Miniftcr’s word, he himfelf did not cnfertain a doubt, but 
the declaration he had made to the other Houfe, was founded 
in truth ; becaufe he thought that to attempt to deceive Par- 
liament by fuch a declaration wasfo fcandalbu^^, fo hazardous, 
and fo dangerous a meafure, that he believed not one of his 
Majefty’s minifters could ^ found fo hardy as to refort 
to it. If he fhould be miftaken in this opinion, which 
be trufted he was nor, he would go as far as the power of Par- 
liament would permit him, to punifli their audacity. — 
Taking it then for granted that the objeft of his motion was 
. already attained, he thought it would be inexpedient to prefs 
it upon their Lordfhips ; and that it would proper to wait 
until the wifdom of his Majefty fhould form fuch an admi-* 
niflration, as might carry with them the confidence of the 
people, fave the empire from dcllruftion, and refeue thecha- 
raftcr of the nation from contempt ; when fuch an admini- 
ftraiion fliould be formed, he pledged himfelf to give them 
his moll firm and cordial i'upport, as long as they fhould aft 
in conformity with thofc principles which he had uniformly 
maintained in tliat Houfe : lie had, in his political charafter, 
afted always upon principle ; and upon principle he would 
continue to aft to the laft moment of his life. 'He w^ould not 
fay rnoie ; this was not a time for profeffions ; the times were 
critical and dangerous ; and men muft foon be known by their 
afts and not by their profeffions. 

t»rd I.ord Sio^'moHt fpoke next. He faid, that he would not 

biormont. tj-Quble ihcir Lordlhips with many words, as no motion had 
been fubmitted to their confideration : to the lamentations of 
the noble Lord over the calamities of this country, he was 
ready, moft lincercly, to join his hearty wifhes, that an ad- 
miniftration fhould be formed, that might reftore the king- 
doift to its former greatnefs, glory, and reputation : this had 
been the conftant willi of his heart, and of all thofe with 
whom he had had the honour to aft as a minifter. To the 
general ccnfurcs jlirown out againft adminiftration, he could 
make only this general reply, that his Majefly’s minifters 
held themfelvcs to be rcfponSble for their paft conduft, and ^ 
that they were ready to fubmit to the judgment of their coun^p 
try, whenever they fhould be called upon, confeious that it- 
would be found that they had, to the beft of their abilities, 
purfued, during the courfe of their adminiftration, thq intc- 
reft and profperity of th*e kingdom ; from the particular filu- 
ation in whi^h he had pafTed a confidarable part of his life, 
bi^had a much longer account \o make up than' any other 
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of his Mnjefty^ fcrvants; but long as was that account, he 
would with plcafure Hand the fcrutiny of parliamentary invef- 
tigation, whenever Parliament (hould think proper to call upon 
him. The noble Lord had raifed his allonifhment to a very 
great degree indeed, when he faid that another ^oble Lord, 
in another Houfe, had fo worn out all conhdence, that his 
word could no longer be trufted to. [Here Lord Shelburne 
faid, in a low voice acrofs the Houfe, all public confidence.] 
For he trufted that the noble I,.ord who had fpoken laft, would 
be found to be the only perfon who held fuch an opinion of 
the noble Lord in the other Houfe. He would not then 
make any comparifon between the noble Lord alluded to, and 
any of his predcceffors ; he would not compare him cither 
with any living miniftcr, or with thofe on whofc memory- 
time, and the general voice of the public, had ftamped the 
impreffion of greatnefs ; but this much he would fay of that 
noble Lord, that his charaftcr |^ad conquered even envy ; to 
the mod fplendid talents he added the moft ardent zeal for his 
country’s good, and the glory of his Sovereign ; the moft 
perfeft difintereftednefs, and fuch unfullied integrity, that 
even flinder had not dared to tarnifli it. 

That noble Lord was alfo ready to fubmit his conduft to 
the judgment of his country ; he would place his life, and 
what was more, his honour, in the hands of that Houfe^ bc- 
caufc he knew they did not make cither the higheft panegyric 
on the one fide, or tife moft fevere and general inveftive on 
on the other, the ftandard of their decilions. 

Lord Shelburne exprclTed his hope, that the Houfe would 
excufe him if, though there was no motion beforc^them, he ^ ® 
Ihould make a few obfervations on what had fallen from the 
noble Vifeount; and explain to him one thing, in which he 
found he had not been properly underftood ; when he faicUthat 
the noble Lord in the other Houfe had worn out all confidence, 
he meant, that as a ininifter he had fo often impofed upon thc 
credulity of the nation, that they could no longer repefe con- 
fidence in him as a public man. This was a charge which 
had been often urged to the noble Lord in queftion, and which 
had never been fo much as denied, and much lefs, had new 
been dilproved. That there were many men who did not 
believe that noble Lord’s declaration in the Lower Houfe 
was a faft, which he would affure the noble Vifeount, upon 
his own knowledge, to be true ; and he ‘hoped his Lordthip 
would give him credit for this aflertion, without calling upon 
him to point out and name the particular Lords, who without 

t any 
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any privacy, fecrecy, or management, had ft-ankly declared 
to him, that they could not bring themfelves to believe that 
the noble Lord in the other Houfe was iincerc in his declara- 
tion : he had liftened, he fald, with great jtatience^ to the 
noble Vifcoynt’s dcfcanting upon the merits and chara£ler of 
that noble Lord ; nay he had liftened to him with pleafure, 
as to the wording of the panegyric of his friend ; but he mull 
confefs at the fame time, that the panegyric had greatly fur- 
prifed him : it was natural for one minifter to praife another, 
and therefore he could not l>c furprifed at hearing the noble 
Vifeount praife his colleague ; but he was furprifed at hearing 
the panegyric of a charaAcr, which, he believed, no one 
member of that Houfe, the noble Vifeount only excepted, 
would have ventured fo much as to defend. 

The noble Vifeount had exprelTed great readinefs to fubmit 
his conduA to the judgment of Parliament ; he had thrown 
down the gauntlet, and challenged an enquiry ; he feemed to 
exult and triumph at the refult of it ; but their Lordfhips 
had too much experience to be in danger of being impofed 
upon by mere founds. He himfelf was not an old man, but 
he was old enough to remember fimilar challenges thrown 
out in that Houle, to provoke, as it were, an enquiry he 
liad often heard men fpcak big when enquiry and danger 
;ippcared to be at a diftance; l>ut when that diftance began 10 
Icllcn, and enquiry fceined to be advancing apace, then he 
had remarked a great alteration in the language of thofe men ; 
their voice fell, their high words were foficned down, and 
they then as ftudioully Ixgan to fhun enquiry as they had 
formerly ^irctendcd to provoke and defy it, while it appeared 
at a diftance : he wiflicd that the noble Vifeount might not 
rcfemblc thofe men ; he wiibed that his language might be at 
all times as lofty and bold as it had been that day ; and he 
wilhed that he ihould he always able to preferve on his coun- 
tenance that lively fmilc, which in times like the prefent; 
when the nation was neatly undone, muft by every one be 
tlfonght fo very becoming : for his own part, he was not by 
temper an accufer, and therefore he would not fay, that he 
ever would move an enquiry into the conduft of the noblfe 
Vifeount, and his colleagues ; but, at the fame time that he 
declared he was not by temper an accufer, he would affine 
thc^noble Vifeount, that he was not, by charaftcr, a fcrcener 
of culprits; and that if others fhould be defirous to bring 
forward that enquiry wftiich the noble Vifeount appeared fo 
much to court, and from which (he could not tell with what 
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groand for confidence) he promifed himfclf fo much honour, 
he never would ftand between that Miniftcr and his colleagues, 
to fliield or fereen them from enquiry, and the confequenccs 
that might attendjt. 

His Lordfliip concluded by obferving that, he could 
difeover they did not wifh him to make his motion then, he 
would fupprefs it for the prefent. 

Adjourned to the 25th ; and on the 25th, adjourned again 
to the 11th of April. 

April \\. 

Lord Afhburton (late Mr. Dunning) introduced and 
fworn. 

As foon as this ceremony was over, Lord Shelburne deli- Lord 
vered to the Chancellor the following meflage from the King: Shelburne; 

G E o R c; E R. 

“ His Majefty being concerned to find that difeontents and 
jealoufies are prevailing amongft'his loyal lubjefts in Ireland, 
upon matters of great weight and importance, carncftly re- 
commends to this Hoiife, to take the fame into their inoft 
ferious confidcration, in order to fuch a final adjuilment as ^ 
may give mutual fatisfaflion to both kingdoms. 

'' G. 

The melTagc having been read, his Lordfliip oblcrvcd, 
that it would be highly criminal in any miniftcr not to take 
the very carlieft opportunity to fnbmit to their Lordfhips 
confidcration, the very alarming ftate of the kingdom of Ire- 
land ; but that it would lie Hill more criminal in him, who 
had fo often accufed the late adminiftrationof the mdft fliamc- 
ful ncgleft on that head. He thought it unnccefl'ary to remind 
their Lordfliips of the fcvcral motions that had been made in 
that Houfe, in order to prevent affairs from coming to lhat 
crifis in Ireland, of which his Majefty’s meflage conveyed an 
intimation ; that crifis which he had forefeen, which nc had 
fo often foretold, and which he had fo often attempted, but 
in vain, to prevent, was now arrived ; the queffion therefore 
now was. How the difeontents of Ireland might be removed ? 

When that country called for a free trade, to which flic cer- 
tainly had a good right, England thought proper to make 
conceflions, and great conceffions they were ; it might there- 
fore have been expelled that the late fervants of the Crqwn 
Would have availed thcmfclves of thofe conceflions, fo far as 
to ftipulatc for fome fyftcin, w'hich fhoiild in future fecurc 
the political connexion of botli countries ; but that opportu- 
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nity was loft, and that conncflion, which bad lafted fo bng, 
to the mutual advantage of both England and Ireland, was 
brought into very great danger. He faid it would be unnc- 
celTary in him to lay before their Lordfhips any documents 
relative to^the prefent Rate of Ireland; it was a matter of 
fuch public' notoriety, that he was fare every noble Lord pre* 
lent was already fully acquainted with It ; but he held it to 
be necelTary to alTure thetr Lordfhips, that nothing (hould be 
omitted on the part of thofe perfons, who were now hc.noured 
with his Majcfty’s confidence, to bring the affairs of Ireland 
to a happy ilfue, to the mutual fatisfa£lion of both countries. 
He would not, however, deceive their Lordfhips; the tafk 
was delicate, if not difficult ; for the negligence of their pre- 
decellbrs in office had raifed up obftaclcs which a vigilant 
adminiftratlon would have prevented. But, after having 
given the difagreeable fide of the pift^re, he thought it his 
duty to fhew the other fide, and to fpeak fome comfort to 
them in the prefen t very arduous ftate of affairs. From all 
he could learn from Ireland, he could affure their Lordfhips, 
that there cxifted in that country a fund of loyalty and attach- 
t ment to England, which no misfortune or calamity of the 
latter had been able to fliakc. He would affure them that 
Ireland had not the lead difpofition to look clfcwhere for friend- 
fliip and connexions ; the people of that country were at 
once the brethren and the children of England ; it was to 
England alone that they looked up ; nor^did there cxift among 
them an idea of reparation; determined to dand or fall with 
her, they wiflicd to have no friends but the friends of Eng- 
land ; and to hold all thofe for enemies whom England fliould 
have to contend with : however they had claims upon this 
country which they did not appear likely to rclinquifli ; they 
were dcady to their purpofes; but he was happy to inform 
their Lordfliips that they blended moderation with their 
ileadinefs; they were no Icfs temperate than dcady. To keep 
them temperate fhould be the great objeX of his Majedy’s 
miniders ; bo had always given it as his opinion, when 
in oppofition to the late adminidration, that deference 
opght to be had to the voice of a people ; this was a 
principle, from which no change of fituation fhculd ever 
make him depart : the voice of a people, however con- 
veyed, ought to be attended to ; nor fliould vain forms (vain, 
impolitic and frivolous indeed on fuch occafions) prevent a 
wife adminidration from lidening to it. It was of the cffcncc 
of liberty that citizens fliould freely dlfcufs their rights ; and 



*53 


A. i7«#. DEBATES. 

he Ihould ever prefer their language delivered with freedonit 
to thofe dark and fecret councils, Wter calculated to decdve 
and miflead, than inftruA and direft an admioiftration t he 
flipuld be happy at all times to hear the people of the three 
kingdoms fpeak out their fentiments ; fuch fentiments deli- 
vered unbialTed and with freedom, fhould always be a law to 
him ; it was upon the principle of a£ting up to the withes and 
intereft of the people at large, that he and his colleagues 
founded their hopes of being well fupported in all their mea- 
fures, becaufe they flattered themfelvcs, that their meafures 
tliould never be other than the meafures of the people : to 
the benign difpofition of his Majcfty, and the Arm fupport 
of a people, whofe intereft thould be the true rule of their 
condufl, he and his colleagues looked up ; with thefe fenti« 
ments he flattered himfelf, he might venture to all'ure their 
Lordfhips, that notwithftanding thedifordered ftate of affairs, 
in which they found the empire, when his Majefty was gra- 
cioully pleafed to honour them with his coniiderice, they 
would be able to reftore harmony, unanimity, and content, 
at home ; and make our affairs abroad, affume a better 
afpeft. 7 

His Lordflitp moved an addrefs of thanks to his Majefty, 
for his iiioft gracious mciragc ; which was unanimoully 
agreed to, 

Jpril II. 

Ko debate, 

April 15, 

Lord Shelburne brought the following meffage from the 
King : 

George R. 

“ His Majefty taking into his tender confidcration the very 
large fupplies granted to him by his faithful Commons, anil 
the liberality and fortitude, with which his people had fup- 
ported him, m the procefs of the prefent arduous war, recom- 
mends to his faithful Commons a ftri£k attention to oeconom y ; 
and, as an example to his people, he himfelf has determined 
upon a reformation in his civil eftablilhment : he is deter- 
mined to ufc no referve with his people ; for, confidcring 
them as the beft refource for the Csown on every preffing 
occafioo, fo he relies upon them as the beft fecurity for it’s 
dignity. 


LI 


VoL. VII. 


f 


G. R.” 
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The TEcffagc being read. 

Lord Shilburne faid, that tneflages from the King were 
ofballjr looked upon to have been fabricated by. the minifter; 
bat he could undertake to pledge hitnfelf to their Lordlhips^ 
that the prefent melTagc was a departure from the general 
rule ; it was tho voluntary language of the Sovereign himl'clf, 
proceeding from the heart, and fliould, as he made no doubt 
It would, call forth from their Lordfliips the wairoeft zeal, 
and the mod unfeigned gratitude. It was a plan becoming 
the dignity, wifdoni, and feelings of a great and good Prince; 
was already eaineflly fought for by the public ; and on thofe 
two very ftrong and relative grounds, he was latijfkd it 
would meet with the united concurrence of every part and 
defeription of men, within or without that Houle, Parlia- 
ment, he made no doubt, would inftantly patronize it; the 
people would rejoice at fucli a plan of oeconoiny, and the 
general joy difFnftd through the nation would be univcrfally 
heightened, when his lubjefts were infoimed, that its com-- 
plction would add to the happincis of the beft of Sovereigns, 
'I hej^lan, it might be laid, was very comprehenfive indeed, 
and embraced a great variety of objefls. Nay, it might be 
laid, upon a tranfi;iu view, that it was in feme nieafure 
complicated.* Upon a nearer approach, he trufted, thole 
objeftions would, inflantly vanifh, particularly when it was 
inaturely conlidcrcd, and fully thgefted. 

Whatever the particular diflinft parts might be, the great 
objeft would be kcptftcadily in view, an ajeonomical reform, 
tlie laving to be faithfully applied to the ufes of the ; 
and the cutting olF thofe refouices of influence which were fo 
derogatory to the fpirit of the conftitulion, and had in their 
conlcr^uencts proved io fat d to this country. 

His LorJfliip took an opportunity here of paying feveial 
handfome compliments to the abilites and conduft of the 
Commillioncrs^of Accounts, whom he reprefented as inde- 
fatigable, impartial, well informed, and faithful to the im- 
portant truft comniittcd to their care. The reports of thofe 
gentlemen were now on the table, and from the very exten- 
iivc and various objecls they took it, would, in his apprehen- 
fion, demand much confiderniion. 

llejioped.that nothing would prevent a very full and nu- 
merous attendance of their Lordfliips, when thofe voluminous 
papers came to be confidervd ; and he farther hoped, that 
no narrow idea fhould go forth, that it was a plan propofctl 
by the piefciu miniflry, and fccommcadcJ by them to their 

Sovereign. 
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Sovereign. All the abilities of that Houfe would be wanted^ 
and therefore he tfufted the bulinefs would be taken up on 
public ground, and that the whole might be determined ex* 
clufively on \u own merits, independent of every other con* 
lideration whatever. He (hould, wirh chearfi^nefs and can« 
dour, as it was hii duty and inclination, attend to every 
propofition which might be fuggefted by noble Lords, to 
render, more perfeft ; and if he ftiould not approve of the 
amendment propofed, he would fairly and openly afllgn bis 
rcafons, though he muft confefs, he fliouW be much mortf 
happy to have an opportunity of adopting than rejefting. 

He by no means faid, that he intended to frame his bill 
on the model of that which had, about two years fince, been 
lb long agitated, and repeatedly debated, in another Houfe* 
He was at prefenr, in that refpe^):, a tree man, and was 
rcfolvcd to continue fo. He might or might not differ from 
the opinions fo warmly urged jn the other Houfe. So much^ 
however, he would pledge iVimfelf for, that he would be 
ready to profit l)y the advice, afliftance, and abilities of every 
noble Lord in the intended progrefs of the bill. 

T ne mefl'age was couched in terms which muft prove grate- 
ful to every man wlro cfteeined the Prince, and regarded his 
country : it exprclfcd a inoft generous and amiable confidence 
in the Sovereign, that his people Would ever fupport the 
dignity of the Crown. His Majefty’s reliance was well 
founded, for he wai convinced there was not a noble Lord, 
prefent, who would not be more felicitous to make the Crown 
the moft ample allowance, than in advancing his owrt views 
and intercfts. • 

His Lordfhip fpokc befides on other topics, in explanation 
of his general fentiments. He particularly dwelt on the 
political and domeftic virtues of the Sovereign. He a^ured 
their Ldrdlhips, that no parent could have more fincerely at 
heart, the cafe, happinefs, and benefit of his own children, 
than he entertained for his people. He fondly and tenderly 
loved them. His Lordfhip moved the addfefs of thainks', 
which was agreed to unaniinoufly. 

Jpriliby 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 29. 

Private bufinefs. 

May i. 

The order of the day was read, for the fecond reading of 
the bill, intituled an aft for reftraining any perfan concerned 
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in any contraft, commiflion, or agreement made for the pub' 
lie fervice, from being elefied, or fitting and voting at a 
member of the Hoafe of Commons the fame being accord- 
ing read a fecond time, it was moved to commit the bill. 

The Lord Qfjancellor then left the woollack, and made a very 
long fpccch againft the bill. His Lordfhip began with ftating, 
that he bad expelled before tlie bill had got to that ftage, that 
ibme noble Lord would have rifen, and been fo goorl, as to 
explain to the Houfc, the grounds and principles of it, and 
l^wn what degree of necelfity it was, that prelTed for bring- 
ing in a bill on thofe principles, jufi at that time, and fo late 
in the feilion as the month of May. Heretofore that fingle 
argument, of the latenefs of the period of the feilion, had 
been thought a fuiTicicnt obje£tion to die agitation of any bill 
of fo material a confequence, as to trench on the ancient 
conftitution of this realm ; and upon the ftrength of that 
argument alone, noble Lords whom he had been accuftomed 
to fee fitting on diat fide of the*Houfe, and who ftill fat there, 
though now in a very different fituation, had more than once 
fupported him in oppofing fuch bills, and preventing their 
paifing, without the Hoafe having a better op^rtunity of 
diicumng them, in that deliberate, fe/ious, and folemn man- 
ner, which their magnitude, extent, and importance loudly 
called for. No one noble I^ord, however, having taken the 
trouble to explain the grounds and principles of the prefent 
bill, and to fatitfy the minds of their I,.ordfhips, that diofe 
principles were lufficiently wife and expedient, to warrant 
the palling any bill ; much Icfs to endeavour to prove, that 
a bill, fo 'highly exceptionable in itfelf, and fo much more 
exceptionable in its form, from the very fingular, imperfe^V, 
carelcfs, and inexplicable ftile and phrafe in which it was 
worded, ought to pafs at all, let its principles be never fo wife, 
or never fo expedient, he muft of neceffity fugoeft to the 
Houle, what he fuppofed were likely to be the grounds on 
which its defence would be reded by thofe, who bed approved 
of it ; and endeavour to ptove to the Houfe, that tliofegrounda 
were fuch, as by no means judified fo violent an innovation 
on. the ancient condicution, any more than the provifions of 
the bill were calculated to inforce its principles, and apply a 
remedy, in any (hape adequate to the pretended grievance, 
which was prefumed, as the matter of necelfity that called 
forth fuch principles^ 

Having urged this very drenuouily,' his Lordlhip faid, he 
conceived the grounds of the bill to be two-fold ; the fiift to 
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be with a view of farthering public oeconoiny ; the fccond 
with a view to check and bear down that influence, which it 
had been the fafhion to cry out againft of late years, as too 
predominant in^both Houles of Parliament. He would, he 
laid, for the preVent, poftponc the conliderationsDf the fecond 
ground, and confine himfelf to the firft. Public ceconomy, 
and by thefe terms he begged to be underftood as meaning 
that objeff, ceconomy in the management of the public ex- 
penditure, in the proper and large fenie of thofe words, was 
what he had always anxioufiy recommended^ as the thing to 
be moft cautioully and fcrupulouily attended to by this coun«- 
try at all times, but more cfpecially in a moment of fo much 
cmbarralTinent, cxpencc and danger, as the prefent. It was 
what he was convinced was a matter without which neither 
this nor any other country, preiTed and goaded on all tides by 
public diftrefs and difficulty, could expc£t a polfibility of 
relief ; much more, look forward with a tolerably reafonable 
profpeft of coming to the happy hour of recovery, falvalion, ’ 
and fecurity. Feeling as he did, he fliould moft heartily 
rejoice at meeting with, and moft readily adopt every propo- 
lition founded in true wifdom, and tending to enforce a real 
reform in point of oeconomy ; but was it confonont cither 
with fenfe or reafon, blindly to catch at puny regulations, by 
no means anl\vering the pretences on which they were brought 
forward, and with an avidity bordering on phrenzy, pafs 
bills into laws, wh'^h, under the aifeftation of l)eing bills of 
treonomy, when properly examined, would be found to be 
no fuch thing, but to be merely bills, the aim and ciFe£t of 
which, were to deceive and betray the people. * 

He declared, he did not mean, by applying llrong words 
to the bill in queftion, to give it a worfe charaftcr than it 
really deferved ; but after having perufed it with all the atten- 
tion he was capable of, and read it with the moft careful ftu- 
dioulhefs, he could find no words in the EngliHi language, 
that fo correflly deferibed the impreifion his perufal of the 
bill had left upon his mind, as terming it, an Attempt to de- 
ceive and betray the people. With regard to the principle of 
ceconomy, he faw not in any one point how it was likely to 
enforce that principle, or whcie, under the operation of iuch 
a law (fhould the bill pais into a law) any faving of the 
public expenditure was likely to be efFcdlcd. 

With regard to the fccond ground tliat he had mentioned, 
namely, the checking and bearing down the fnppofed influence 
that had been faid to be predominant in Parliament, be could 

not 
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not difcovcr, by all the art he was poflelTecl of, how, even if the 
influence prevailed in never fo extenfive a degree, the bill was 
likely to put a flop to its prevalence. He fuppofed thofc who 
befriended the bill ufed fome fiich argument as that of alledg- 
ing, that miaifters were fo determined to corrupt, and mem- 
bers of Parliament fo willing to be corrupted, that the former 
gave, and the latter accepted, contra£ts made in private, ami 
u|>ofi terms fo difadvantageous ter the public, that immenfe 
fortunes had been gained by them ; for which robbery of the 
flate, the member of Parliament confented to fell his vote 
and his confcicncc unrefcrvedly to the minifter. Stating the 
cafe in that way, and he knew not how to ftatc it more ftrong- 
ly, or more advantageoufly, in fupport of that principle of 
the bill which he was then difeufling, he had but one queftion 
to aik before he proceeded farther, and tliat was a queflion 
on which the wliole of the truth of the argument refted ; Did 
the cafe cxift, or had it ever exifted ? If it had, the fe verity 
of the bill, fcverc and harlh as it was, fell infinitely (hort of 
the degree of punifliment -due to tlie enormous weight of the 
crime. Could fuch a cafe be made out, he would by no 
means agree to treat it fo lightly, as lo enforce fuch a law as 
the prefent bill would amount to; he was ready, if proof of 
fuch a monftroLis degree of guilt could I)C brought home to 
the door of a minifler, to join any noble Lord, and immedi- 
ately enforce fuch legal fteps as fhould be moft likclv to bring 
fo enormous a criminal to condign piinilhmcnt; for in his 
mind there did not remain a fhaclowof a doubt, that no pof- 
fiblo legal vengeance, no bill of pains and penalties, no im- 
peachment 'by the Commons, no fcntencc by the Lords, could 
be fo ievcrc as to amount to a punifliment fufficiently exem- 
plary, for fuch an aggravated inftance of abufe of power, and 
breach of confidence. But, if no fuch inftance had ever occur- 
red in the worft of times, why pay fo bad a complimem to fuc- 
cceding minifters, as to prefume that they would be fo much 
more depraved, fo much more abandoned, and loft to alHenfe of 
fliame, as to lib guilty of what no minifters had as yet been 
guilty of ? What rcafon had thofe, who favoured the prefent 
bill*, to fuppofc that minifters would be more corrupt than the 
minifters that had heretofore been in power ? [A noble Lord 
near his Lordfhip laid, no miniftcrscould be more corrupt 
than, the laft.”] His Lordfhip declared he was relieved from 
fome difficulty, by Ixiing told, that no future minifters could 
be more corrupt than former minifters; th s made moft power- 
fully for his argument, bccaufe, if fuch inftances of undue 
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influence never had occurred in tht times of thofe miniftcrs 
who were ftated to be tlie moft corrupt mimfters that ever 
could cxift, it was certainly warrantable to argue^ that no 
fuch influence would be exerted in future ; and &ereforc the 
neceflary and obvious conclulion was, that there could be m 
occaiion whatever to pals a bill, avowedly trenching on the 
ancient conflitmion, and which was declared to be meant as 
a remedy to a pretended evil, now acknowledged, on all hands, 
neither to have exifted as yet, nor as pol&ble to exift in fu- 
ture ! To what end then purfue the meafure one moment 
longer? To what purpofc would their Lordlliips wafle their 
time in agitating a hill, that held out nothing like a reform, 
cither in point of (economy, or in point of influence ? 

His LorcKhip laid, if he underftood this country well, it 
was a mercantile country : fuch was the efFefI: of the high 
credit of the Britifli merchants, that it even had an afeen- 
dency in the eyes of all the world, and lx)rc no Ibrt of pro- 
portion to their opulence. Why, then, feparatc the mer- 
cantile interefls from thofe of the reft of the kingdom ? and 
wdiy fay, that merchants alone, from whom the moft impor- 
tant information might l)e obtained, on points of the greateft 
political intereft and magnitude, fliould not have feats in the 
Houfe of Commons ? On the mercantile credit, the credit 
of the country depended ; and he faw^ -not how their having 
conneftions with go^^rnmcnt, materially fcrviceablc to tho- 
latter, and by no means incompatible with the ufual avoca*« 
tions anti concerns of the former, rendered them rgorc unfit 
to be in Parliament, than any other defeription of Englilh- 
men. It was not even pretended, nor would any man ven- 
ture to infinuarc, that the holding of a contraA had any in- 
fluence whatever on the parliamentary conduft, or votc^ of 
thofe merchants who held contrddts at prefent : why then 
pafs a bill that affefted to brand thofe with a public ftigma, 
(for it was in vain to fay, that the bill did notfoj^rand them) 
who had, in no part of their lives, done any one thing that 
fhould canfe them to bcfingled out to endgre fuch treatment } 
There was one gcnllrman, in particular, who was clearly an 
objeft of the vengeance of thiji bill, and that was Mr. Har- 
ley — a gentleman of high birth, unimpeachable charaftcr, 
and unqucftionablc honour : Mr. Harley was the rq>r£fenta- 
tive of a large and opulent county, a county full of gcntlc- 
inen of great weal* h and rerpeflability, who, knowing his 
conneftions wfith governmenr, had cholen him their repre- 
tentative a Iccond time ; and ^aat after the former bill, the 
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copy of a part of which had been a^ptated in Parliament, 
and rejeAed by their Lordlhips. Would their Lordlhips, 
then, now conlent to brand Mr, Harley with Co feverc a, 
ccnfure as tlfc bill muft infiifl on him ? Would they punilh 
him with parliamentary incapacity ? Would they declare that 
the gentlemen of the county he fo honourably rcprefented iq 
Parliament, ought not to havechofen him their metpber. 

After prefling this very ftrongly, his Lordfliip ufed a vari-, 
ety of other general arguments againft the bill, and faid, for- 
cible as the objections he had laid down were iq his 
mind, he would not leave the matter to reft there, but would 
go into a fhort review of the two firft claufes, to Ihew iq 
what an ambiguous, inexplicable manner they were worded, 
His Lordftiip then referred to the printed bill, and contended 
that it was impofliblc for men of ordinary underftanftings to 
comprehend what was the eflential diflFerence between the 
two claufes. The firft, in purport, cnaClcd that “ after the 
end of this feffion, all perfons holding contrads for the pub- 
lic fervice, fliall be incapable of being eleCled, or fitting in 
the Houfe of Commons and the next enaC^ed that “ any 
member, accepting a contraCl, or continuing to hold any con- 
tract, beyond the prefent lelfion, his feat in Parliament (ball 
be void.” 

Upon thefe claufes his Lordfhip defcanted for a confiderable 
time, and pointed out from the wording of them, and other 
claufes, that the extent of the operation of the bill was infi- 
nitely greater than their Lordfliips could poflibly have con- 
ceived. After dating that thefe alterations might, and he 
hoped would be made in a committee (if the bill went to 
one) he again recurred to general remarks on the principle 
and’ tendency of the bill, denying that the principle was 
either juft, wile or expedient ; and maintaining, even if it 
were juft, wile and expedient, that the application was, by 
no means cccifonant to the principle. He ali'o reminded the 
Houle that, two years ago, vyhen a contractor’s bill, infinitely 
lefs exceptionable than the prefent, was brought up to that 
Houfe, and arrived at the very ftage at which the bill then un- 
der confideration was arrived, fevcral Lords fpoke, and others 
voted againft it ; all of thefe, therefore, were bound to aCt 
cotififtently now, and either to abide by their former vote, 
or to ftate reafonsj of fufticient cogency, for having altered 
their fentiments upon the bill, to furmount the abufive attacks, 
and fcurrilous infinuations of anonymous libellers, who would 
not fail to take notice of theinconduCl that day : fuch illiU- 
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ral alTaffins, and fcribbling garretteers were, he faid, but too 
prone to point their pens at the conduft of public lucn^ with-% 
outacaufe; it behoved their Lordfhips, therefore, to a& fb 
as to be able to laugh libellers to fcorn, and ctefy. their ma- 
lice. The maticr in queftion was of a very ferious and ini- 
porant nature; that was not the moment for any of thcii? 
Lordlliips to fl^rink or to run from an opinion* The bill, in 
its preient forin, was not the hafty produflion of the moment ; 
it was not the tlFuffion of fudden thought ; it was the delibe- 
rate ofFispring of two years mature refleftion and judgment; 
and it was now converted into a bill of pains and penalties : 
their Lordfliips mult therefore anfwcr to the people for their 
vote ; if they abrenled themfelves from the Houfe, or afted 
dilFcrently from what they had formerly done, without aflign- 
ing a realbn for fo doing, the public would not be fatisfied, 
or think them unmeriting of cenfurc, for their want of con- 
fiftency. Having enforced this with ibmc energy, his Lord- 
fhip went into other relative confiderations, and after having 
been upon his legs for a confidcrable time, concluded with 
moving, that the bill be not committed.” 

The Earl of Coventry made a Ihort fpeech In fupport of the Earl of 
bill. His Lordihip faid, a great deal of what had follen from 
tlie noble and learned Lord on the woolfack, went merely to 
matters that might be altered and adjulled in the Committee ; 
there certainly weri parts of the bill that called for alteration* 

The Earl pointed out one in particular ; and added feveral 
arguments of a general nature, to prove the nccc^fity of paf- 
ling fuch a bill. He faid, no man had a right to contract 
with himfelf ; that Parliament were the trullces of the public : 
and that if any of its members were allowed to hold lucrative 
Qpntrafts under governmenr, it ftruck him, that fuch 5ncm- 
bers, if contraflors, muft feel the lofs of their free agency* 

He therefore gave his hearty affent to the commitment of 

I' . ..^4 

The Duke of Richmond rofe, to defend the bill from the Dukedf 
attack of the Lord Chancellor ; his Grace complained of the E-ichmoiil} 
fallies of humour of the learned Lord : and faid, the motives 
of thole who originally introduced the bill into Parliamenr, 
and who had now matured it, were too good, and too free 
from any. thing meriting contempt, to delcrve to be treated 
in a ludicrous manner. With regard to the bill itfelf, the 
Duke faid, it was a bill that but little concerned their Lord- 
Ihips, as it was a mere regulation of the Houfe of Commons 
made and agreed to by the K*oufe of Commons itfelf. For the 
VoL. Vll* ' Mm' fake 



62 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 178a. 

fiikc, therefore, of the greater folcmnity, and in order ;o give 
the reform the greater fanftion, the Houfe had dated it in the 
fhape of a bill, and fubinittcd it to their Lordflilps conlidrra- 
tion, in order that it might have the authority of the three 
branches of the kgiflature; and l)y that means pafs into a law of 
the realm. Should their I.ordfhips lejedl it (which he trufteJ 
they would not do) the Houle of Commons had a remedy in 
their own hands. 'I'licy had the powerof making riili s and or- 
ders for ihemfclves ; and by a relbluiion of their own, they 
might carry all the claufes and provilbcs of the prefent l)ill into 
full efleft. His Grace enlarged upon the principle of the bill, 
and its application ; and dented that the attempt was novel, 
or that it was, as the learned Lord had dated it to be, afmall 
reform, compared with the great defign of general reformation 
whicli was foon to be brought forward : it certainly was not 
a large part, but it certainly was a very elfcntial one of the 
whole plan : nor was it without precedent ; the Boards of 
commiflioners of the navy, viflualling, excilc and cudoms, 
had been rendered incapable of litiing in the Houle of Com- 
mons, and that had not been complained of as any hardfliip. 
Where, then, was the greater injury (ione to the contra£lor> r 
or where the greater odium cad upon them by the prefent 
bill, than had been done to, and cad upon the conimiflioncrs 
abovc-inentioncd, by the bill that incapaj:itatcd them from 
fitting in the Houfe of C 'inmons ? 

His Grace denied that there was tlic fmalled portion of in- 
jury or odi sm rcfledlcd on either : both bills were neceflary 
flFonts of refiding and preventing umlue influence ; and as 
the one had been attended with the mod falotary confequenccs, 
fo, he had no doubt, would the other, which was, he was 
convinced, and he flattered himfelf mod of their Lordfliips 
were convinced bkewife, mod clfcntially nccciTary. 

His Grace anfwcrcd the arguments of the Lord Chancellor, 
with refpeft to/cach of the grounds of the prefent bill ; and 
drenuoufly contended, that its application was fuch as its 
principle required, to give it force and He declared 

liimfclf not a little adonillicd at iceing the learned Lord 
attempt to intimidate their Lordfliips from fupporting the 
bill, by urging them to vote againd it, on grounds of con- 
lidenity ; but mod of all was he adoniflieJ, to have liearj 
from the learned Lord, arguments built upon fo paltry an 
idea, as the dread of what anonymous paragraph and pamphlet 
writers would lay of their I.ordllups, if they fupported the 
bill. He owned^ the learned Lord w^s the lad man living 

from 
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from whom he expeftcd fiicli a fpccics of terror to he helJ 
out on any occafion. He had ever conceived that the learned 
Lord, alx>ve all other men in exiftcnce, entertained the moft 
fovereign contpmpt for anonymous news-writers and ferib- 
blers ; and that he neither would have fnfFerid fuch mean 
inllruments of detraflion to influence Ins own conduft, in 
the fmalleft degree, nor have condcfccndcd to hold them out, 
in terror to their Lordfliips, His own opinion was, that it 
was his duty, and the general duty of the Houfe. fo to aft, 
as to Tati fy the expedfation of the people, who had an indif- 
pu»able right to examine into the condiift of Parliament ; but 
to be above the reach of fuch low abufe as that alluded to. 
He advifcd them to do what was right in itfelf, and to 
not what conTccjncnces followed. "J’hc bill was moft clTcn- 
tially neceflary, and efpecially in the prefent moment. Had 
it palfcd two years ago, he was perfuaded many of the cala- 
mities the country then iVlr fq grievoully would have never 
happened : to pal's the bill now, would, he was convinced, 
ten(l greatly to give the people without doors, a good opinion 
of Piirliaincnt, and to rcftorc to that Houfe, once more, the 
confidenee of the public : their Lordfliips mnft fee that both 
thefc objefts were cxtiemcly defirablc. Agninft the charge 
of incoiififtcncy, if noble Lords thought clilfcrcntly of the 
bill now, from the Icntimcnts they had cnteriaincd of it two 
years ago, the Duke opp<'rcd the faft: of the l)cnch of Biniops 
having agrecil to tke bill in favour of the Dilllnicrs, on irs 
being a third time lent up to that Houfe, and after they had 
twice given it a ftrcnucjiis oppofiiion. 

'J he LoyclC'.hmKd'^jr left the woolfack again, fieclarlpc^ t!.c 
noble [Juke had imll.iicd his words; and, as wdiat h:ul i\\\Wn 
from the noble Duke, was more likely to be remembered than 
what had fallen from him, bethought it highly nec^llarv, 
however difigreeablc, to he obligcil to rife for that purpofe, 
(as it at all times was) to endeavour to prevent a fallc im- 
prclhon fiom getting abroad. His Lordfliip then afllrted, 
that he hurl never nuntioncd anonymous libclfers with a view 
to intimidate their Lordihips with the dread of their attacks ; 
on the ronrriry, he had cxprcflly recommended it to their 
Lordfhips to aft confiftenily; or, if they had changed their 
opinion, to defend that opinion with a cogency of reafoning 
that would place them above the reach of paltry pagaphlet 
fcribbicrs, and anonymous ncws-W'iteri. His Lordfhip aUltd, 
that he never had laid a fylUble tending to infinuate any tiling 
prejudicial with refpeft to the motives of thofc who hail 
M m z brought 
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brought in the bill originally, and again on the prefent occa- 
lion : be had confined all his arguments to the hill itfelf, and 
to that only had he direfted every part of liis argument. 
The noble Duke had been plcafcd to fay, that the Houfe of 
Commons had a remedy in their own hands, in cafe their 
Lordfhips rejeSed the bill, becaufe they might come to refo- 
lutions, refpefting thcmfelves, that would nearly have the 
cfFcft of laws : to this, he replied, he ever would maintain 
the contrary ; the Houfe of Commons had no power or au- 
thority whatever to make refblution«, aircriiig the con^dtu- 
tion, that would have any efFcft approaching to the efiVft of 
laws. They might try their powder, but th-y could not alter 
the conftitution on their authority, independent of the con^ 
currcncc of the other two branches of the Icgiriritinc, That 
was the law, and he trufted it ever would ren. dn lo. With 
regard to his opinion of tlic prefent bill, fo far from I tying 
that it w’ould cfFcft a fmall reform, as his Grace iiad choi'cn 
lo fay he had, his exprefs declaration had been, that it was 
no reform at all ; for the faft was, it was not e\cn the fern- 
blancc of a reform ; a faft as plain as that two and two made 
four, or any other propofillon the moil lunplc that could be 
luppofcd. 

Duke of The Duke of Jikhmond rofc again, and contended that the 
Kichmond, learned Loid’s explanation had not, in the fmallcft degree, 
proved that he hid cither mi fundci flood, or miflated the 
learned I.ours argumenr. His Grace rc\\oid:d what he had 
before laid on ih.c points the learned Ltud had endtavoured 
to explain , and comparing it with the learned Lord’s expla- 
nations, appealed to the Houi’e whcilwr the purpoit of both 
was not pretty nca;ly alike. 

^ Lord Mansfield I'poke againft the bill. Hii-' T.ordfliip faid, 
Mans.icld. had he altered his mmJ rcFpefting the bill, he Ihould not have 
been nt all a/hamed, nor have been afraid of ilic cliarge of 
inconfiftency, because, without being liable lo the fmallcft 
imputation of .vant of confiflcncy, wifdom or virtue, diffe- 
rent opinions might undoubted) V he held by the fame pcrlbns, 
at diffcicnc times, ot ihe fame bill, under different circuinflan- 
ces, HisTofdfliip rcmaikcd, iliat the only rcafons afljgncd in 
fiipport of the principle of the bdl on foiincr occafions, had 
been repeatedly and fully controverted. A noble Lord had that 
day affigned a new nafon why the bill ought to pafs, and 
that was, that no man fltould be allowed to contraft with 
himfelf.” It lo Inppcncd that this rcafon did not apply, l£ 
a miniftcr himiclf held a contraft, the minifter would be crU 
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ininal. The right hand ought not to contraft with the left. 

But the minifter and the member of Parliament were peifons 
totally diftinft. Juft fo the commiflioners of the cuftoms, 
excife, navy,, end viflualling, had been mentioned inappo- 
fttely. They had been incapacitated at the cifd of a feflxoxi 
of Parliament, and not by a bill of pains and penalties. 

His Lordftiip declared, that there was no inftance of com^ 
plaint, that a contraft was not fulfilled, that he knew of, 
and that was an argument againft the bilU When the bill 
was originally before their Lordlhips, two years ago, he had 
conceived a ftrong dillike to it ; he felt the lame dillike now, 
and for the fame rcafon, viz. becaufe it appeared to him to 
be a bill big with moft cruel opprcflion to individuals. If it 
were fo in its original form, it furcly was much more fo in 
its prefent fliape. By the claufe now added, it became a bill 
of pains and penalties, bccaufc, nolwithftanding all that had 
been faid, there and clfcwhero, that a member of the Houfe 
of Commons, holding a contraft, had an cleftion ; there was 
no other eleftion in the cafe, than an cleflion of two evils ; 
he muft eiiher lofe his feat in Parliament, which was too 
great an honour to be parted with by a gentleman of the fmal- 
eft (hare of lenfibiliry on any confideration ; or he muft part 
with his contraft, which might not only be a very advantage- 
ous thing, but in fuch a train, at the time, as to be extremely 
inconvenient to be Darted with. When a contraft was made 
fairly and hone ftly,* there could be no influence if the bargain 
was fettled in the manner all bargains ought to be, viz. vvlierc 
the merchant, on the one hand, contra<ftcd upon rcafonable 
terms as the fituation of the market at the time would allow; 
and as low as the minifter, on the other hand, could obtain ; 
where was the favour cither way, and whence could arife the 
influence ! But there great inconvenience might rcfult^from 
obliging a contraftor fuciclenly to refign his contraft : the pe- 
riod which the prefent bill fixed as the period of ultimatt 
difeharge, to avoid incurring the penalty, migjic be juft that 
time when, in confecjncncc of former orders, large quantities 
of the matlcis which the contraftor had bound himtclf to de- 
liver, in the coun'c of his coniraft’s cxiftcnce, might come 
into bis hands. He might by that time have got a number 
of clerks, all in train and praftice, and a variety of other 
circumftances, of a different kind, which their LorcMhips 
might eafily conceive were probable. The Earl faid, men 
were too apt to run away with general notions, and from 
fuperficial idCiO, to perfuade themfclvcs that, what was appa- 
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rcntly moft fair, was in faft moft ackantageous* Thus, with 
regard to contrafts, it was pret:y generally imagined ihat ihc 
loweft bidder ought to have the contraft — nothing could be 
more fallacious than that idea. If it prevailed, notone con- 
traft out ofifive would be fulfilled. His Lordfhip faid, be 
hoped another maxim would ever govern the pra£ticc of con- 
trafting on the part of minifters; and that the moft I'olvcnt 
bidder would be the objtft of grtateft confidcration to the 
miniftcr, becaufe, if the confequenccs of a coniraftof impor- 
tance, not being fulfilled, were duly confidcred, that circum- 
ftance would be found to be infinitely the moft material. 
With regard to the bill’s not conveying a fpccies of odium 
and cenfure on all contraftors, his Lordfliip faid, that the 
whole tendency of the bill as fully conveyed that idea, as if 
it had been printed in large capitals, in the moft confpicuous 
part of the printed copies. The Earl added various oilur 
firong rcafons why fuch an unconftitutional bill ought no« to 
pafs, and therefore declared he fl'tould vote againft its being 
committed. 

Lord Camden (Prefidentof the Council) e^prelTa! his afto- 
niflimcnt at the laborious induftry exerted by the noble and 
learned Lord, who firll role to oppolc the bill, and faid, he 
was at a lofs othei wife to account for the noble Lord’s fpend- 
ing fo much time in fpcaking to the qutftion, vinlcTs it w'crc 
with a view to eke out a debate for fcveral hours, which, 
without fuch means, would furnifli vcryMittlc matter, in his 
apprehcnfion, for folid or rational dilculfion for lialf an 
hour. 

The bib prefented to his mind but one idea ; it was fimplc 
and obvious. Though he did not rccollcft another paflagc 
in the noble Lord’s fpeech to which he could accede, he was 
ready to adopt his Lordfhip’s introduftory ol)lervat:on. The 
learned Lord faid, that to confider the queftion fairly, the 
principle of the bill fhould be examined and impartially con- 
iidcred, and an application made of that principle, to the 
fubjeft mattef before the Houle. On this he was ready to 
join iffue with the noble Lord, and, in imitation of his Lord- 
fliip, allv the Houfc, in the firft inftance, what the principle 
applied to, and, alter difeuffing that, fee how far it applied. 

He bebeved there was no noble Lord who heard him, that 
doubted of the exiftence of influence in one fltape or other, 
however denominated, or whatever lliape it miii^ht alTume 
lately. A very able and rcfpeftable member of the other 
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Hoiifc, (f-ord Afliburton) but now removed into that, on 
account of his many pubi c virtues; — his inflexible political 
inteji^rity, and great talents, moved a propolitionf which was 
carr ed againft ilie minifler by a conliclcrablc majority^ 

That the influence of the Crown was increafed, Is In- 
cicafing, and uuglit to be dlminifhcd.’* This was a full 
acknowledgment upon record of the cxiftcncc of that evil, 
which the principle of the bill w'as calculated orintendej to 
remove. He would not fay that an improper or corrupt in- 
fluence had operated on their Lordfltips in a Angle inftancc ; 
Kis regard for the hoiiOTr and dignity of that Honfe pre- 
vented him from entertaining fucli an idea ; — but fo far as 
proving the exiflencc of fuch an influence as that deferibed, 
be trufled that no peiTon could now Icrioufly call it in 
cjueftion. 

Well, if tlic principle was clearly fhewn to cxift, the next 
point to Ivj fettled was, how far the proviiions of the prefent 
bill applied, and in what manner it was likely to oi^eratc* 
This fecond part, rel'pefting the application, had been ftrongly 
combated by a learned Lord who fpokc later, (Mansfield) 
His Lordfliip deferibed it, as well as the other learned Lord, 
to be fraught with Angular hardfbip. He faid that all con- 
tracts were binding upon the parties, according to their nature 
and objefts. Moit C€rtainly, it was not attempted to be con- 
troverted ; and tiiat opntrails well and faithfully performed, 
agreeably to the conditions on which they were entered into, 
anfvvercd every purpofc intended, whether made with a mem- 
ber of Parliament or any other perfon ; while on the other 
hand, if violated on the part of the contraftor, they were, 
ii'fo facio^ vacated, and the contraftor liable to be compelled 
tvT make good all the damages fuftained by the public; to 
which the learned and noble Lord tacked two obl'ci vations ; 
firft, whether it was not better to enter into a^y agreement 
with a merchant of opulence, reputation, and high mercantile 
charaftcr, though a mcmlx*r of Pailiament, than to a perfon 
who wasdeflitute of tliofe eilential requifites in a contraftor ; 
and in cafe of failure on the pait of the Utter, if it would 
not be right and prudent for Government to have a perfon to 
be relponfible, who would be able to make good the damages 
fnflained by the public. So far as ihofe afguments applied to 
a cafe really exifting, he w^as ready to fubferibe to them 
without referve \ but it remained to be proved that they ap- 
plied at all in the prcfcni infta^ce. 
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The learned Lord firft rofe, called in feveral collateral 
arguments to his ailifiance« He called the bill a mifcellaneous 
bill, and attempted todemonftrate the incongruity and repugn 
nance of its feveral parts* To all this part of the learned 
Lord’s argument there was a fhort anfwcr at hand, and if his 
Lordfhip had rcflcftcd a Angle inftanr, he might have faved 
himfelf a good deal of trouble, and the Iloufc much time; 
for he would immediately have difeovered, that he was de- 
bating the claufes of the bill on the ibcond reading, which 
could be only regularly difeuffed in ^Committee, while he 
negleded the principle, which was lie only fubjcQ under 
confideration. 

The learned Lord, in another part of his fpeech, denied the 
exiftcncc of the principle, namely, that members of Parlia- 
ment, enjoying contrafts, were influenced in their parliamen- 
tary condud, and in the votes which they gave upon great 
national queflions* 

It was a matter which he wifhed to treat with fome degree 
of delicacy, becaufe aflertion would bear the appearance of 
accufalion* The number of public coniradors were well 
known, and <*iny obfervation made on that body, would carry 
with it a perfonal tendency. It was not his intcYition to point 
to any particular peribn or perfons. He believed many of 
them were worthy, honeft men ; but it* was the general prin- 
ciple of temptation, againft which tl^ bill was intended to 
militate,# becaufe the means offered or weld out of amafSng, 
within a few years, a princely fortune, a fortune ample 
enough to exceed in opulence even a modern Nabob, were 
fuflicient, confidering the forcible impreflions made by a man’s 
faihily and friends, to flagger the inoft firm and decided cha- 
rafters. Some men were weak, fome fond of indulging 
thcmfelvcs in fplcndor and every fpccies of luxury ; others 
again were griping and avaricious. Were not thefe tempta- 
tions ? Was any man exempt almoft from temptation of one 
kind or another ? Even fome of thofe meant to be excluded 
by the bill from a feat in Parliament, might, and probably 
had, been operated upon by gratitude, by ccafiderations 
merely perfonal. Want, diflreis, anddomeflicembarradments, 
wftre incentives which never failed to work powerfully : and, 
without wifhing t6 controvert the high eulogiums paid by the 
noble Lord on the woolfack, and his account of the immenfe 
opulence of the whole body of contrafiors, it required much 
more proof of this latter aflbrtion than perhaps the learned 
Lord was aware of. 
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Helhould crave their Lordfliips indulgence for endeaVotiN 
to fix their attention to what he belicved| out of that 
altembly, no man pretended to call in queftion. For his owft 
party fo long as he had any knowledge of pubic <?fFairs, he had 
feen fo many inftances of corruption, and its effedls on Par^ 
liamenty that he could hardly believe the learned Lord was 
ferious. He had himfelf feen fo many inftances, within the 
laft twenty years, both in and out of office, that he had long 
fince perceived the neceffity of putting a ftop~to it. Thank 
God, as far as his means or poor capacity could be exerted, 
he had uniformly fet his face againft it, and would he trufte#, 
as long as he lived : he begged leave to afliire their Lordfhips, 
that corre£fing, or rather extirpating this dangerous fource 
of all our national misfortunes, conftituted one of the prime 
inducements for his taking a part in the prefent adminif* 
tration. 

The learned Lord, he obferved, had fpoke with great abi- 
lity and accuracy refpeding the nature of a mixed conftitu- 
tion, and the neceffity there was for prefervingan exaft equi- 
librium between the different branches of the Icgiflature, to 
all which he moft heartily fubferibed ; but any government 
fupported or affifted by corruption muft, in his opinion, at 
length deftroy itlelf, and fuffer anihilation : and for his part 
he would prefer monarchy to a mixed government, if the lat- 
ter was to have no other balis for its fupport. He believed, 
without being charged juftly, with throwing out perfonal 
reflexions, that the corruption he had been defesibing was 
never carried to a greater length than during the late admi- 
niftration. It had, more or lefs, pervaded and infinuated 
itfelf into every part almoft of the executive government. 
Indeed, if it had not, a paradox lufiicient to excite the'afto- 
nifhment of mankind would have prefented itielf to the poli- 
tical world — great majorities fupporting an adminiftration 
who had led the nation to — he would not fay dnftruXion, but 
to the very verge of it. 

After refifting the immediate attempts of the common 
enemy, he begged leave to repeat, that his prime induce- 
ment to accept of the prefent feat he occupied, was by extir- 
pating corruption, or gradually lopping ofFitsfeveral branches, 
till the whole could be rooted up, or rather the defence of the 
kingdom retrieving its honour, and bringing back the confti- 
tution to its original tone,* formed one great obJeX. His 
colleagues in office were, he was perfuaded, led by the fame 
motives. They enterfd intU the King’s Councils with a Arm 
Vot. VII. . N n «nd 
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and unanimous rcfolution to reform as much as poffible, to 
promote public cBconomy, and to give their Sovereign and 
the nation fuch proofs of their finccriiy and public integrity, 
as mull put it out of the power of any fet of men to deprive 
them of their only means of folid I'upport. 

The learned Lord, at his opening, hnd appealed to every 
defeription of perl'ons in that Houfe. He bad called upon 
the noble Lords whooppoled ir, about two years fince, to 
•afl: the fame part over again. He faiil, it would be defcrting 
their former opinions, and would ultimately lay them open 
IP tlie animadverfions of thofe without doors : this, he muft 
confefs, was a novel language to the cars of Parliament; it 
meant a great deal, or amounted to lb many words, which 
were not intended to convey any determinate idea. The 
learned Lord, while he was contending for the neceffity of 
free debate, and free judgment, endeavoured in the fame 
breath to tie down noble Lords to opinions, which by no 
means applied in the prcfeni inftance, allowing that they had 
been ever well founded. The bill wWuh iheir Lordfliips rc* 
jc£led was a diflcrcnt one from that now before ihcm. It 
was iinconncclal with any other fpeciiic meafure. Its opera- 
tion was limited within a very narrow circle, comparatively 
ipeaking. Was that the cafe now ? — liy no means. — The 
picfcnt law was to be followed by another, refpefting the votes 
of Cuflom-hoiifc olHcers. This was to be followed by a ge- 
neral plan or bill of reform. To cfl’cftnate fo great and im- 
portant a \vork was what invited the prefent men into office. 
Should the bill therefore be thrown out, that event would 
ikierminc the fate of all the reft, and from the very moment 
that event Ihould take place, there w^oukl be an end of the 
prtfc*iU adminiftraiion ; they would be no more. Having 
failed in their expeftations, or not having been able to carry 
into execution the plans which, while out of office, they had 
recommended to thofe in powxr, the nation could no longer 
loo*k up to them ; and, fuch being the cafe, he was free to 
fay, corrupt and incapable as the laft adminiftration might 
have been, he would recommend to have them called again 
into power. They might, poffibly, amend ; but the prefent 
?idminiftration could not, with propriety, remain for a finglc 
day in office ; and that for the bell of all rcafons, becaufc, 
not having been ablc'to obtain the confidence of that Houfe, 
nor of courfc to carry on the •public bufinefs, they might 
do their country great harm, without a poffibility of render- 
ing it any fcrvice. " > 

4 Lord 
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Lord Vifcount Itownjhend faid, there was no roan had a Lord Vif. 
higher veneration for the conftitution, and the original prin- Townlhcnd 
ciples on which it was framed, than he had ; and he was 
convinced there was nothing fo cjB&ftually contributed to its 
prefervation, as preferving the three branches of legiflaturc* 
feparate, diflinft, and independent ; fo that if the Commons, 
for inftance, offered to encroach upon cither of the other 
two, that Houle fliould Hand up as a wall, or barrier, to pre- 
vent the luil'chiefs which might, nay muft cnfuc, from the . 
invaiioQof the rights of the Crown, and their gwn indifpu- 
tabic privileges. lie would, he declared, be the firll 
who would aflitt in railing fuch a wall ; but he looked upon 
the prcfentcafe by no means as coming vviihin that deferip- 
tion. The evil intended to be remised, or prevented, every 
perfon in the leaft accjuainicd with contrails or contraflors, 
well knew that the Miniftcr of the day always created an 
influence by the dilpofil of contrafts. He was no llrangcr 
to the operations of fuch a kind of bias hanging on the minds 
of men, and it was vain now to deny it. 

He was at prclent out of olfice, and totally unconncftcci 
W'ith the prefent adminiflratiou ; he was therefore unbialfed 
by hopes and fears. The mcafurc now before their Lord- 
fhips was no more than a beginning, and formed but a part, 
as he undeiftood, of a general reform, of great extent and 
importance, which furniflied him with another argument, as 
well as inducc'-ncPit for giving the bill his fupport ; bccaufe 
he thought, if the prefent efl'ay fhoulcl mifearry, it would 
entirely let afidc and defeat the other much moic important 
objects of reformiUmn, which had within a very few days 
been announced by miniltcrs, both by a communication from 
the Throne, and a bill, which, at that inftant was, lie pre- 
fumed, before their Lordfliips. — [Cuftom-houfe olBoprs 
bill] 

Ihe noble and Itarned Lord, who fo warmly oppofed the 
bill, he was perfuaded, afted upon principle : but cither his 
Lordfliip was not properly informed on the fuBjeft, or he 
mixed thofc objeftions againft fending the bill to a committee, 

.which Ihould have been only urged after the bill fhould have 
got there. Upon the w'bolc, the circumftanccs under which 
the bill was prefented to their Lordlhips confidered, it met 
with his moft hearty approbation. , 

TheBifhop of came to the tabl^ and delivered a of 

modeft and pathetic fpeech. His Lordfhip gave the pcrlbns 
N n 2 who 
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who originally moved, framed, and agitated the bill, full 
credit for the beft intentions. He admitted that giving con- 
trails of an inordinate fize to Members of Parliament, might 
be attended with improper confequences, and therefore be fit 
to be provided againft ; but he could not think that all the 
provifoes of the prefent bill were founded in wifdom, expe- 
diency, or juftice. He circumftantially ftated the particular 
rcafons that had induced him to entertain fuch an opinion, 
and quoted a declaration of Mr. Fox (in the other Houfe on 
a particular occafion) that ferved to illufirate his argument. 
He obferved upon the motion, that had formerly palled in 
the Commons, refpefting the increafe of the influence of the 
Crown, and reminded their Lordfhips, that neverthelefs, 
although Mr. Fox had ^clared, that the late Miniller had 
been fupported by a connderable majority of the independent 
landed gentlemen, yet when the critis arrived, that rcfpeftable 
majority deferted him; and theMinifter, with all the royal 
influence, fo much the fubjeft of declamation of late, was 
overthrown. His Lordfhip declared the new miniftry had 
bis good wiflics, and fhould have his hearty fupport on every 
occafion where he thought their meafures wife : he hoped, 
neverthelefs, that they would cxcufe his differing from them 
on particular conftitutional points, where his opinion ran 
counter to theirs. 

The Duke of Grafton, in reply to the two learned Lords 
Viatton. oppofed the bill, and in obfervatio®* on what had fallen 

from the Bifliop of Chefter, made feveral pertinent and 
pointed remarks. He had heard the noble and learned Lord 
who iirlf rofe to the queftion, with that degree of attention 
his opinions and arguments always challenged, as well as the 
other noble and learned Lord (Mansfield) whofpoke later, and 
owned he was much furprifed to hear both the learned Lords 
fo ftrongly contend that contrafts were not in their nature 
calculated to create influence; and if they were, that the pre- 
fent bill would by no means operate fo as to prevent or re- 
medy the evil. He believed the fa£l was notorioufly known 
to be otherwife. He might appeal to a noble Lord (pointing 
to Lord Rockingham) who prelidcd formerly at the Trea^ 
fury, and had been lately called into the famefituatipn, whe- 
ther a particular attention was not frequently expeded from 
thf perfon who united in his charaftcr that of a Member of 
* the Houfe and contraftor ? He would not pretend to anfwer 
for others, but this he could honeftly declare, that while Iiq 
had ihe honour of a firft feat at the Treal'ury Board, he 

was 
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was made frequently to feel the inftuence and weight of thofe 
contraAors who were Members of Parliament. 

He was much pleafed to hear the right reverend prelate 
exprefs fo favourable an opinion of human nature in general, 
and of the whole race of contra£lors in pafticular ; and he 
(hould be one of the firft to adopt the learned Prelate’s len* 
timents, had not his Lordfhip confeiTed that he was totally 
ignorant of politics, a fcicnce fo foreign to his habits and 
purfuits : and farther, that he was little acquainted with any 
other tranfaflions than fuch as were limited ^ithin the narrow 
circle of his paftoral duty. 

He was perfeflly (atisned of the truth and candour of this 
public acknowledgment, for it was felf-evident to him, if the 
right reverend Prelate had mixed more with the world, or had 
neglected the performance of the duties annexed to his paftoral 
fun£lion, and the fpiritual care committed to his charge (in 
which he thought his Lordlhip was mucli more properly and 
laudably employed) he would foon dilcover, that influence 
did exift, and that in a moft enormous degree. Nay, his dif- 
coveries would not end here ; he would fhortly perceive, that 
it had fpread through almoft every clafs of men, in one (hape 
or other. 

The noble Lord on the wooolfack, with his wonted ability, 
had confidered the bill as incongruous in all its parts, and as 
carrying abiurdity on the very face of it; and farther, as if 
framed in orderj:o anl'wer the views of fome particular per* 
ions. For his part, he was at a lofs to learn the noble Lord’s 
meaning. In his apprehenlion, the bill was folely calculated 
to anfwer public, and not private purpofes ; add to facrifice 
the legitimate interefts of a few individuals, in order to pro* 
mote thofe of the community at large. 

The fame noble Lord had called upon thofe who i;pjeAed a 
bill, under a fimilar title, two years iince, to preferve their 
charafter of conliftcncy, by voting for the rejeAion of it, 
under its prefent form. If fuch an argument held good in any 
given lltuatioD, it was by no means applicable on the prefent 
occafion. The Parliament was juft on the eve of a general 
ele£lion, when the bill paifed the other Houie. A great mi* 
nifter at the time faid, the people were mad with a fpirit of 
liberty. The two bi^, though the fame io principle, dif* 
^sred very materially in the provifions ; and a variety of cir* 
cnmftanccs had intervened, which totally altered the meafure 
in the opinions of thofe moft inimical to the bill, when firft 
offered to their Lordlhips coofideration ; fo that no perfon, 

who 
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who diftlnguifhed between times, fads, and circumftances, 
could be charged with a breach of confiftency, though he 
lliould now give his fupport to a bill which, on a former oc- 
caiioQ, had not met with his approbation. 

His Grace concluded a fpeecb of condderable length, with 
broadly contending, that the bill before their Lordfliigs was 
intended, by the other Houfe, as a law of regulation, the 
operation of which would be cxclufively confined to their 
own body. He therefore fubmitted, with all due deference, 
to their Lordfhips, whether it would be prudent to oppofe 
the other Houfe, in a matter merely refpefting the regulation 
of its own members. He did not wifh to urge this argument 
farther than it would fairly bear him out. He was aware, 
and was fully convinced of the neceffity, that that Houfe, 
be the object of legiilation what it might, were equally inte- 
leftcd and competent to decide, by approving or rcje£fing all 
laws offered to their confidcration. But then he would re- 
commend to noble Lords, to ferioufly refleft, that although 
the power was not controverted, they were bound to exercife 
it wifely and moderately ; and not in a cafe w^herc the good 
or evil rclulting from lucha mcafure was at beft doubtful, or 
rather of no very great importance in itfelf, rifquc a breach 
with the other dclil>eiative branch of the legiflaturc ; or at all 
cvoiUs give birth to a fpirit of ill humour, which had always 
proved lb detrimental to the carrying on of public bulinefs, 
when it liad unfortunately happened to be tl\e cafe. 

Lord ruHcofihcy^ fpoke in reply to the general call made by 
the learned Lord on the woolfack, to noble Lords, not to 
defert their fcfrmcr opinions refpefting the prel'ent meafurc; 
for he could fairly fay for himfelf, that though he voted for 
the rejeflion of a bill, fumewhat of a llmilar nature, the 
prdenc ijiould meet with his warmeft fupport ; and yet he 
could iidd, as an honeft man, after examining his confcience, 
that at both times he afted agreeably to it. 

Lord Ofierne (Marquis of Carmarthen) fupported the bill. 
His Lordfliip remarked, that though the right reverend Pre- 
late had faid, that the late minifters were fupported by the 
landed intereft, and that at length the country gentlemen 
abandoned the Miniftcr, and pverturnqd the much-talked-of 
influence of the Crown, be had not faid one fy liable, to fliew 
that till tlielaft moment the contra£tors were not in the Mi- 
nifter’s inite ; an evident proof of the improper ufe of undue 
influeocc, and of the moft probable falutary efFedof the bill 
pnder cpnlideration. 


Earl 
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Earl Gcwer faid, that he vras forry that the obje£tions which Earl Gower 
he had to this bill would force him to vote jig^infl it, as he 
fincerely deiirdd to have it in his power to give the utmoft 
countenance and fupport to his Majefty’s prefent Minifteri| 
whofe great abilities he reverenced, and from whofe zeal and 
ardour the moft happy effefts were to be expefted. He 
wifhed to give them his fupport ; and the moft alarming thing 
which he had heard on that day, was fromjhe noble and 
learned Lord, that if thefe bills for the reform of Parliament 
Ihould notpafs, they would retire from theif lituations* He 
hoped they would not think of any fuch mcafurc, but alTurc 
themfelves of a folid and permanent eftabliflimenr, while they 
purfued the vigorous fyftem which they had fo fuccefsfully 
begun. 

Lord Safufys difapproved of the mcafurc ; faid it was fraught Lwd Stndji 
with hardfhip and feverity, and meant to inflift a puniftimcnt 
upon perfons who, for ought that appeared to the contrary, 
were perfeftly innocent. * 

The Duke of Cbandos rofe to exprefs thelhamc and morti- nuke of 
fication he felt, at witnefling fo llrong an oppolition to the 
firft meafurc of the new Miniftry, and that, a bill of (Eco- 
nomy and a bill of reform. His Grace with great ferioiif- 
nefs declared, he hoped that Houfe would not continue to op- 
pofe every efibrt tc^erve the country, and cfpccially the lau- 
dable endeavours of his Majcfty^ prefent fervants to regain 
the confidence of the people to Parliament ; fuch was the 
critical fituationof public affairs, incafurcs of regulation muft 
take place, and if their LorcHhipsobftinalcly perfevered in im- 
peding fuch meafures, that Houfe would have to anfwer for 
the confequcnccs. • • 

Lord Dudley^ in anfwer to the remarks of the learned Dud- 
Lord, who had fpokc laft, about the difference of reward 
paid to a mute and an eloquent fpeakcr, obferved, there was 
no great number of orators in the lift of the ineihbcrs of Par- 
liament holding contrafts under government, then lying on 
the table. 

Load Ravenfivorth fupported the bill, and very fully rca- Lord R*- 
fbned upon what ftruck him as arguments in favour of it. 

His Lordfbip faid, that the declaration of the noble Lord in 
the blue ribband, that he meant to fopport the new mini- 
fters,” afforded him more fatisfadion than all he had heard 
that day. 

‘ Lord IVycombe (Lord Shelbprne) faid, it would be extreme- Lord Wy- 
ly unreafonablein him, at that late hour of the night, to at- *®®**®* 

• tempt 
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tempt to intrude on their Lordfhips by a long dkcuffion of 
what had undergone fo full a debate ; but as a few firoi^ 
fads occurred to his mind, which had not been mentioned, 
lie thought it incumbent on him to ftatc them to the Houfe. 
His lx>rd(hip then mentioned various circumftances in proof 
of the illegitimate lucre ariiing from contrads, and the pre- 
fnmptive prodigality with which they had been diftributed. 
In particular, he took notice of the contradors fplendid pa- 
laces, that flared you in the face in the counties all round 
the metropolis ; the fumptuoufaefs and expence with which 
they were known to live, the enormous purchafes that they 
were perpetually heard to make, and the coflly fttle in which 
they all notorioufly moved, fell, he faid, little fhort of that 
of the moft fuccefsful Nabob. As one proof of the 
extravagant and improper profits of their contrads he men- 
tioned the modern cuftom of {haring one contrad between 
(even or eight perfons, and afked, whether every noble Lord 
who heard him, did not feel, that the pradice could not have 
prevailed under a government, profclTcdly intent on oecono- 
my, becau e it muft be obvious to all, that where a contrad 
was made with one perfon, the loweft terms were likely to be 
obtained for the public. He mentioned alfo the duty of a 
minifler with regard to the article of contrading, and faid 
he highly appproved of what an eminent and diftinguiihed 
charader, a noble and learned Lord (Manstield) had that 
day faid upon the fubjed, viz. that the contrad ought not to 
be given tolhc loweft, but to the moft folvent bidder. This 
rule was a wife one, and if the Minifters did not attend to it, 
moft fatal would be the confequences . to the public. He 
would only add to it, that the moft unconneded bidder ought 
allb to be ftudioufty fought out, becaufe in all probability that 
defeription of bidders w'as moft likely to ferve the public with 
the Ireft commodity, and at the cheapeft rate. In proof of 
the abufe of tliodern contrads, he declared nothing was more 
notorious. The abufe was fcaodalous in the higheft degree ; 
there was fcarcely one refpeding which the loudeft complaints 
h^d not been urged. There was fcarcely an officer in the ar- 
my, who was not clamorous on the fubjed. The contrad 
for t]ie pow'dcr for our navy, was abominably mif-fcrved$ 
others were equally mif-ferved, and it was evident, the whole 
was a fyftem of jobbing, a fyftem of impolition, and a fyf- 
tem of fraud ! His Lordfhip took notice of the Bilhop of 
Chefter’s apology for his differing in opinion from Miniftiy 
on the prefentoccafioo, and faio, bf hoped to Cod the learn- 

o4 
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cd Prelate, and every noble Lord in that Houfc, would al- 
ways feel thcmfelves at liberty to fpcak their fcntiincats in 
every debate Ivithout referve. He had aUvay^ done fo him- 
felf in every fituation, and he always would do fo. While in 
oppolition, he had often flood up the Advocate of the Crown 
and its prerogative ; now he was in oflice, he would always 
ftand up, as often as occalion offered, the advocate of the 
people and their privileges. He was a zealous friend to real 
freedom, and he ever wiflicd to prelerve the true conflilu- 
tional balance of power. It gave him plrafiire, that day to 
fee the noble and learned Lord who begun tlie debate, fo freely 
and firmly delivering his fentiments, though they happcned| 
unfortunately for liim and the bill, to differ from his own. 
All his wifh was, in fupporiing the bill, to reftore the purity 
of the conftituiion ; he had the matter much at heart ; he 
fhould purfue it with zeal, but the greater part of the plan 
muft be expefted from office, where they arc now maturing, 
and whence they would Ibon be brought forward. 

Earl Ferren rofe to fpeak, in anfwer to feme objeftions 
made by the learned Lord on the woolfack, relative to bills 
of pains and penalties in general, (fuppofed to allude to the 
cafe of Sir Thomas Rumbold) ; but the Houfc was fo impa- 
tient to rife, that his Loidihip was obliged to lit down 
unheard. ^ 

The cjueftion being loudly called for, tlic Houfc divided, 
f'or the fccond reading, Contents, 67; proxies, 3; 70. 
Not contents, 39 ; proxies, 6 ; 45. Majorfly for the 
queftion, 25. 

May 2. ^ 

The Earl of Shelburne delivered the following iiTcfl'agc 
from the King : 

G E o R c E R. 

Notwithflanding the debts that have liccn lately dif- 
charged from the Civil Lifl, and the additions that have been 
made to this part of the revenue, it is with much regret that 
I obferve that the public expenditure, inftead of being dimi- 
nifhed, is increafed. It is iny earneft wiffi to introduce eco- 
nomy into this part of tlvc fyftcm, and relieve as much as 
poffible the diftrefles of my fubjcdls. I have therefore fcJrmcd 
a plan by which fuch grievances may be alleviated, and the 
evil complained of, in fome mcafure, removed. Whilfl fuch 
reforms may be adopted it is my earneft wilh that flmilar 
principles of oeconomy may*diffalc thcmfelves through every 
I other branch of the public cxj>cnditure.’’ 

VoL, VII. O o 
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The Lord Clianccllor and Clerk having then read each of 
them his Majefty’s meflage, 

Lord Shelburne obferved, that there was nothing more ob- 
vious than that^t was the finccre intention, and decided refo- 
lution of his Royal Matter, to alleviate the dittreflcs of his 
lubjefts, and to introduce a general fyflcm of tLconomy into 
the great national expenditure: Upon this idea, he congra- 
tulated their Lordttiips, and Ijopcd rhat they would acknow- 
ledge with gialitndc the gracious defigns of liib Sovereign, 
which had a direft tendency to rclcue his people from iliofe 
piciTurcs under wliicli they Ia])ontcd. He then pioduccd a 
cony of the plan propoful, which was ordered to be laid upon 
the table ; and concluded with moving an humble addrcis to 
liis Majrfly, confonant to the mefl'age Tent down to ihtir 
Lordttlips ; which was agreed to nem, dij}\ 

3. 

The RoynT' fTcnt was given hy commiffion to fevcral pub- 
lic and private bill«. The rommilTioners were, the Lord 
Chancellor, the Duke of Richmond, and Lord Camden. 

Lord Slu'lhinnc icpoitcd lus Majetty^ anfwcr to their ad- 
drel's of vctter lay on his mett tgo. 

The <'alor of the day for the ilcond reading of the Crick- 
Indc dir/raiichiring hill was moved for, which called up the 
Duke of Kid, 7;:;; /, wl:o begged to offer an obfervation or two 
on ilu' intended moilc cf pioeecdmg. He laid nothing was more 
dcinable thjm expedition incondu<Sing public bufincfs, when 
that expedition did not trench upon cither the form«= of par- 
liamentary uCage, or tended to violate fubftanlia! jufticc, 
whieh he HaitcrcJ himfclf would be beft anlwcred by the 
proposition lie meant to fubmit to their Lordfhips ; and ulti- 
in.iielv it would fevve as a guide or landmark to direft the 
Ihuife in tlic further prog refs of the bill. Before, therefore, 
any of the wii^idTcs were called in, he begged periniflion of 
the Houie to put the following queftion to the counfcl againft 
the bill: namely, ‘‘ ITat they be chrefted to inform the Houfe 
in what flage of the bill they meant to give it oppofition.” 

Bciidcs^t'he general motive for preferving order and regu- 
larity in their Lordfliips proceedings, he had another objeft 
Jn vitw, that of precluding cndlcfs difputes and litigations, 
refpefting mere queftions of order, as w'di as to prevent the 
bill from ever palling into a law, fo long as evidence could 
be brought to their Lordfliips bar, to urge fuggellions w'hich 
might fur^ilh new fubjedlsof argument. 


The 
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The Lord Chancellor oppofeJ the motion very warmly on 
feveral grounds, particularly on the fcorc of informality and 
injuftice : he would not atfinn with confidence, but from 
every thing M had ever read or obferved*, refpefting the form 
of their Lordfliips proceeding, he fancied no Attempt of the 
kind, to reftrain counfel, had ever been made before, or any 
obligation laid upon them to make their option in iuch ailage 
of the bufinefs : he did not pretend to be as converfant in 
order as the noble Duke, hut in his apprehenfion, a petitioner, 
who found himfelf afFefted in the event of a bi41 paffing into 
a law, or felt himfelf injured or aggrieved in cither, his cha- 
rafter, his fortune, or perfonal rights, was entitled to be heard 
in any ftage of the bill he might think fit, either at the fecond 
reading, in the committee, the report, or the third reading. 

The bill, if he was not dull or blindly obftinatc, would ope- 
rate as a bill of pains and penalties; for what dul it propofc, 
even according to the purpoif declared on the very face of it, 
but that the innocent voters of the town of Cricklade were to 
be punifhed, becaufc, taking the f.ift to he true, that moto- 
rious corruption had been praftifed at the late cleilion for 
Cricklade ; fo far the preaml)lc went, and no farther. 

Lord Afan'j^t'/d declared himfelf of thefitme opinion, as to 
the general principle, and added, that it was equally a prin- 
ciple of law and jufticc, as well in the high court of Parlia- 
ment as in the courts below, never to deny a perfon charged 
with the commiflion of a crime every reafonable means of 
defending himfelf, when the confcquence of the charge, 

Ihould it remain undifprovcd, would bring afur it fome ojie 
fpccics of puniilimerit, no matter whether under the denorni- 
nation of luffcring pains and pcnaiiie^, or the deprivation of 
a right, which was exaftly the cafe in the prefent hill. 

Lord Crantlcy rofe to the qucftioii, and contended that the l.orrJ 
motion made by the noble l-)ukc was pcricflly within order; 
thatinoft certainly chc counfel might l)C rctl rained, and obliged 
to take their obrion, becaufc, in iacl, they htd no rig!)t to 
be heard in any one fiage ot the bill, but one. The only 
rbi 'flinn to the noble'Duke’s motion was, to reftrain th- m 
wuhin the dnil cxciciie of a »b;hr, the being Iicard in fo:ne 
fta<ge of the bill, ar.d no moo-, i:i order to prevent their 
oppofition to it from !)eing rcndc;^;^l perpetual. 

The Duke of inat’e kvcral pointed rcmarTcs on Dultaof 

the Lord Cliancelioi’s fpcccli. He contended, that the learned 
Lord was miftaken when he called the prefent, a bill of pains 
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and penalties ; for it did not bear the moft diftant refemblance* 
Indeed the affair of Shoreham might be fo called^ as many 
perfons were disfranchifed by name, for crimes charged upon 
them, and di (qualified ever after from voting ibr members 
for that town, tand the Rape of Brambcr, to which it was 
annexed. Was that the cale here ? — by no means ; no right 
was meant or olfeicd to l)e taken away. No perfon was to 
be punifhed in any fliape whatever. The mon the learned 
Lord could make of liis bill of pains and penalties was merely 
this, that, thofe who had heretofore exercifed the right of 
voting within the borough of Cricklade, would not have it 
in their power in future to part with their votes for money, 
if they were venal and corrupt ; if not, no right was taken 
away that an honeft man would with to retain, becaufe he 
would ftill preferve his franchife. An incorrupt and inde- 
pendent man could not be fuppolcd to feel any difappointment 
on the occali.)!); and he prefumed no perfon in that affembly 
would rile and lay, it was cruel to punifh a corrupt voter, 
and I'poil his market, hy rendering his vote of Icfs value, by 
iiicrcafing the number of eledlors. 

The Lord CJjau€lkr rofe in reply. He faid, the learned 
Lord who fpokc lately (Grantlcy ) had afl'erted without referve, 
that no peribn, or body of men, could l)c heard againft a bill, 
in the event of whicli they were intercllcd, but once. To 
this he begged leave to give an unqualified contradiflion, 
becaufe, unequal as be w'as to enter the lifbs with that noble 
l.ord, refpcAing tlic ufages of Parliament, the records on 
their Lordfbips table furnilhed repeated proofs, that petiti- 
oners had been heard in more than one ftage. 

His Lordfliip cited feveral authorities, or precedents, (0 
dcinonftrate that counfel were left at liberty to be heard at 
any oftc Rage of the hill thev plealed ; particularly when tlie 
punifhments meant to he tnnifted amounted to pains and pe- 
nalties, or any higher mealurc of punilhnient : his [.ordfliip 
inftanced the c^'c of Sir John Fenwick ; of the.Dircflors and 
others concerned in the South Sea fchcnie ; of the Charitable 
Cor|H>rauun ; and, laflly, in the cafes of Bifliop Atterbury 
and Lord Macclesfield : in every one of thole cafes the mode 
of proceeding varied ; Ibmctinies counfel were heard iinme- 
diaicly on the firft reading of the bill ; at others, on the 
ferund reading; again in a committee; and, laRly, he was 
clearly of opinion that the third reading, in fome inllances, 
might not be too late. 


His 
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His Lordfliip reibrted to feveral other arguments of a limilar 
nature and tendency, and faid, notwithllanding the great 
abilities of the noble Duke, he muft ftill continue to think, 
that throwing open the right of voting to thole who had no 
claim to ir, would, to all intents and purpofef, operate as 
a puniQiment upon fuch of the burgelTes of Cricklade as 
had not forfeited that right by any criminal a£l of their own. 

Lord Grantky feemed aftonifhed, how it was polEble for 
the learned Lord who fpoke laft, to fo totally mifconceive his 
meaning, or mifreprefent his words. His Lordfliip had fpe- 
cifically ftated the words he thought fit to impute to him, 
from which he appealed to the judgment of the Houfc, to 
know whether he had fald, that counfcl were always re- 
ftrained, and obliged to make their option ; and that they 
could not, under any given circumftances, be heard in any 
llage but one.” Nothing could be further from his thoughts, 
or more contrary to his experience. What he faid was Amply 
this, that counfcl could not be heard but in one flage, unlels 
new matter wcreluggcftcd, and then it refted in the difcrction 
of the Houfe, whether or not the fuggcllions were fuch as 
entitled the petitioners to be heard a fccond time, or in two 
different llagcs. — [The two learned Lords who fj)oke laft, 
having betrayed feme ftrong fymptoms of warmth,] 

Lord AJliburm rofc, fecmingly with an intention of allay- 
ing that heat which promifed to increafe, inftcad of dimi- 
niming. He pcrftfifly agreed with his learned fi lend as to 
the laft principle he laid down, that the permitting counfel to 
be heard twice in the courfe of the fame bill, to <he fame 
points, was a matter of mere indulgence, and totally clifcre- 
tional. But, as this queftion was not now, in his opinion, 
at all l)cfore the Houfe, lie recommended to both his learned 
and noble friends, to decline farther conirovcrfy on the fub- 
jeft, till die queftion in debate furnilhed an opportunity of 
difeuiling it. 

The Duke of Richmond replied with fome h'lat, charging 
the learned Lord on the woolfack with oppofing indifcnmi- 
nately every meafure of regulation or improvement which 
was laid before the Houfe. 

The Lord Chancellor complained of the afperity with which 
he had been treated by the noble Duke, and faid, hethouglit 
it rather a peculiar harcHliip, that his manner, tliaAf a pfain 
man, who ftudied nothing but to convey hisfcntimeius clearly 
and intelligibly, fhould be imputed to him, as ifarifing 

from 
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from motives of indifcriininate oppofition^ or to intentional 
rudenefs. 

The debate continued for a confiderablc time longer, till 
the Duke of S^ichmond at length confented to withdraw his 
motion, which put an end to a very fharp altercation, that 
had laflcd upwards of two hours. 

The witnefles were then called for, and firft, John Skilling, 
the Parifli-clerk of Cricklade ; but, after fevcral enquiries, 
he was not to be found. 

The next was William Saunders. As foon as he was called 
to the bar, the Duke of Richmond put the following queftion 
to him : What was the general reputation refpeiting the 
diftributing money, and corruption having been pradifed 
within the bprough of Cricklade, at the late eleftion 

To this the Lord Chancellor ftrongly objefied, as it tended 
to convi£V, or criminate, a wliplc body of men, without any 
better proof than report and floating opinions. 

His Lordfliip was fupperted by Lord Mansfield, who con- 
tended, that permitting fuch a queftion to be ])ui, would be 
contrary to the very elements of law and jufticc, 

DuVeof The Duke of Richmond anlwered the two learned Lords 
Richmond, j-cmurkablc ability, challenging cither of them to adduce 
a lingle precedent, or rcalbn, why the prcfeiit bill (hould be 
deemed a law of puniflimcnt. It did not take away the rights 
of a Angle individual, and iiuift appear hs the contemplation 
of every man, who was not pre-determined to oppolc it, in 
its only trjic and genuine light, a law of political regulation, 
defigned to lower the value of a venal vote for the borough 
of Cricklade in future, lb as to cut up by the roots thofe 
feeds of corruption which had produced fo repeatedly, within 
the louril of the laft half century, a profeffed lyftcm of 
venality, unparallclled almoft in any other borough in the 
kingdom. 

"I’he Lcrd^CliancclIor adhering to his opinion, put the 
queftion, wiiLihcr laid queftion Ihould be alkcd, on which 
the Hoi]:b divided. Conicnts, 17; not contents, 20. Sj that 
his ( irace was left in a minority of 3. 

The Duke of Hiclimond next put the following queft’on : 

Wlu'ther he (the wiinci>) believed corruption had been 
praA:::d the late clcilicn, Ac. 

'i'o this likewife the Lord Chancellor objefted, on the fame 
ground, and was lujrported by Lord Loughborough. 

I'liis bronghr on fimllar arguments as tlie foregoing; but 
his Cracc’s propolllion was negatived without adivifion. 

His 
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His Grace then proceeded in his examination of Saunders, 
and three other witnefles, who knew very little, or refuied 
to tell it if they, knew more. 

It was in the courfc of this examination that tord Fortefeue 
rofc, aij^aid, that what he long dreaded had aftually come 
to pafs, namely, that the dignity of that Houfe w'ould be 
lowered and tarniflicd by the profufion of lawyers which time 
might occafionally introduce into it. It was no longer an 
Houlb of Lords or Peers ; it was converted into mere court 
of law, where all the folid and honourable principles of truth 
and juflicc where lhamefully facrificed to the low, pettifog- 
ging cliicancry and quibbles ufed in Wcftminftcr-hall. — - 
That once venerable, dignified, and auguft Aflbmbly, rc- 
fcmblcd more a mceiing of attornics than an Houfe of Par- 
liament. It brought ftrongly to his rccollcftion a Cornifh 
court, where, for the want of •barrifters, attornics arc per- 
iniucd to affumc that charaftcr. 

The learned Lord on the woolfack feemed to be fraqglit 
willi nothing but contradiftions and law fubtietics, and dif- 
tinftions, and all that. He laid, he had ever kept the fcvcral 
adminiftraiicns of this country at a diftance : he could aver, 
he had not attended a minifter’s levee, till vc;y lately, for 
the laft forty years; yet though lie was willing to give the 
prefent his fupport, he no longer pledged himklf to it than 
he fnould think thewdeferved if. He could not avoid acknow- 
ledging that they came into ofiicc upon the moft Ijonourablc 
and laudable of all motives, the approbation of il^cir Sove- 
reign, and the confidence of the great body of the nation. 
It therefore filled his bread with indignation when he beheld 
fuch men, day after day, thwarted and oppofed by men, 
whom, he was not afliamed again to rcjicat, rcfcmbled^nore 
a fet of Cornifli attornics than mcm!)eis of tliat Houfe. 

To this I'pcecii no reply was made. 

Gun, the mafler of the Swan inn, or alehopfc, in Crlck- 
lade, was the laft witnefs examined. He faid, he had been 
prefent when fcvcral pci fons received five guineas a man in his 
prefcncc, and that a much greater number had acknowlctlgcd 
that Uiey had. received fuch a fum, for voting at the Lite 
eleftion. 

The Duke of Rirlimond read out of the bill, as noar as 
ive could compute, the names of one hundred and thirty per- 
fens, three or four excepted, whom the witnefs at tlie bar 
criminated cn the ground juft mentioned. 

« • 
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As foon as this laft witnefs retired from the bar, the bill 
4ra8 read a fecond time, and committed. 

. The Hottfe adjourned at a late hour. 

Mc^ 6 . % 

The Houfe rcfolvcd itfclf into a Committee on the Con- 
tradors bill ; Lord Scarfdale of courfc took his feat at the 
tabic, artd the Lord Chancellor went to his place. 

As foon as. the order was read, Lord ji/J^bnrton rofe, and ■ 
AAburton. pj-efacing his motion with a few fliort arguments, to 
(hew the hardihip whxh muft attend fuch gentlemen, Mem* 
bers of the other Houfc, as had timber, iron, copper, or any 
other prodnft on their eftates, and who would, in cafe the 
bill, in its prefent form, (Iiould be palTed into a law, be de- 
barred from entering into any engagement with government, 
or be deemed as coming within the defeription of contraflors, 
and be debarred from fitting as members of the other Houfe, 
without incurring the penalties and difabilitics created by the 
bill, proceeded to explain himfclf. — Several perfons of Very 
great property, hcobferved, were concerned in manufaftures, 
cither by inheritance, or marriage, or reprefentation. Thole 
partnerfhips had been long in the habit of contradjng with 
government, which they had ferved upon terms of a very 
advantageous kind. Such was the cafe of the reprefentives of 
Mrs. Crawley, of the Carroa Company, and fevcral other 
great and cxtcnfive manufaflorics, cftablilhed in many parts 
of the kingdom. His Lordfhip urged fomc other reafons of 
lefs conlcquencc, an 1 after the preamble, as ufual, had been 
poftponed, moved, that the following exception fliould be 
inferted after the general cnafling, cxclufivc paragraph ©fall 
contraflois contained in the firft claufe, — Unicfs in the cafe 
where fuch perfons, fo contrafting, fliall bargain or fell no* 
thing but the growth, produft, or manufafture of their own 
eftates.” * 

This amendment produced a debate of upwards of two 
hours continuance, frequently ailuming a new form; fomc- 
times degenerating into a committee dcfultory converfation ; 
at others, bearing all the features of a regular digefted debate. 
W'e jhall, however, (ink as much as poffiblc the converfation 
part*, and confine ourfclvcs principally to fuch leading traits 
as may ferve, in our apprehcnfion, to give a tolerable good 
likenefs. 

Lt%rd The Lord Chancellor faid, he^had many folid objeflions to 

ch.nceiior. agaiuft Yeveral matters containad in the provifions of the 
. bill. 
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bill. The noble and learned Lord had, with a real wifh to 
render the bill better and more palateahle, endeavoured to 
remove one of the chief ones he entertained againft it ; bor^ 
though amendment was intended to. operate behalf of 
the perfonsdeferibed in his motion, when th%(ame was con- 
lidercd and examined, in relation to other parts of the claufc, 
the amendment would cither defeat itfelf, or have no opetation 
at all ; for in another part of the fame claufc it was pro- 
vided, that if any perfon fold to, or connefted himfclf with 
a perfon who had a contraft with government, fuch perfon 
was to be deemed, to all int:ius and purpofes, a contraflor, 
as much as if he contrafleJ in his own perfon. It was true, 
the paffage, he behevtd, was not fo worded, but the words, 
as applying to contrafts were fo general, that coupling the 
phrafe dircftly or indirtflly with the enafting claufe, it was 
impoffible to foietcl or foie'cc, to what a length it might be 
Hretchcd. He did not pictcjiJ to point out its conftruftion, 
if brought before a Court of law; but this he would aver, 
that It would preienta popular ground, for contending ^that a 
gentleman Ulling tlic giowih, produfV, or inanutafturc of his 
eftate toaknown conMaftor with Government, might be fo 
interpreted, under the picitnt bill, if it fhoulcl pals into a 
law, that the fale of the piopnetor might be found by an in- 
genious man to amount to a contiaft with (iovernment, upon 
the literal and prcciic meaning of the wordj> dircftly or in- 
direftly,’’ • 

Lord Gyanthy fupported the amendment with great warmth, LordGraqt* 
contending, that the claulc or paragraph when tjjus amended, 
could never admit of lucli a conftruftion. The exception 
flated by his learned and noble friend was clear, prexiii , and 
determinate tor the purpoles exprelTed in the vciy face of ir. 

For what did It lay ? tint the exception fhould exifl under 
fuch and fuch ciicumftances ; beyond that line it was not, and 
could not opeiatc in the cafes of growth, pioduft, and ma- 
nufafl:ure. It in any oihcr inftancc the pcrjpns fo defenbed 
offered totranfgrcfs the law, they would be liable, and very 
properly fo, in every other inftancc, not cxprcflly excepted or 
Hated in the amendment. 

The Lof4 Chancellor recurred to fcvcral of his former argu- The Lord 
ments, and cxprelfcd himfrlf pretty fully on the contents of ^ 
the whole bill. He faid, he had heard nothing to induce him 
to change his opinion. That undoubtedly it was a jumble of 
contradidions, and would, in his opinion, be produdiveof 
great CQiifulion. 

^ VoL.VII, ^ Pp 
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Lord Loughborough propofed to amend the noble and learned 
Lord’s amendment, by adding another, which difclofed a 
fcene Itttlp known by the public in general, namely, that a 
very confiderable number of the members of that Ho^fe were 
in faft merchants, or rather traders in partnerlhip. He 
fiated that moft of the Indiamen owed their being built to 
theit liberal fubferiptions : that they advanced money previ* 
ous to the laying of the keel of the Ihip, and paid in their re- 
fpeftive fhares regularly, agreeably to the progrefs of the 
vefiel, and drew regular profits, like any other trading part- 
nerfhip, for freight to the Eaft-Indies in and out. 

He therefore thought it would be extremely neceffary to 
add the word Jhips^ otherwife he was perfuadedmany membeis 
of both Houfes would be prevented from fitting or voting in 
Parliament. To elucidate this curious bufinefs, and let it 
down moie on a level to the underftandings of the Houfe, his 
Lordftiip put the following no leCs cuiious cale. 

He iuppofed that of the fhips font to India this year the 
fhips-hufliands might give liberty to the captains to enter into 
contrafts with Government in the country, of which the 
bufbands, owners, lords, oi gentlemen would of courfe be 
totally ignoiant; yet it there was notan exception introduced 
into the preient claufc, the noble or honourable pcrlons would 
be bound by the a£t of the ibips hufbands, and be liable to 
the penalties and difabtlitics piovided by the 

He would not confine the amendment tc^ a particular dc- 
fcription of Ibipping, for he thought that it fhould extend to 
generals, be\ng creditably informed, that there was fcarce a 
keel of a laige Ibip, Weft-Indiamen, Gicenlandmen,&.c. laid 
in the river, in which pcrlons of lank and charafter, poflel- 
ling great landed propcity, were not partners oi fharers. 

The 'Duke of Grafton lupported the hi ft noble and learned 
Lord's amendment with great energy. He faid many of ihe 
gentlemen, and other perfons, who would be afFedfed if the 
prefent claufc wjrc not adopted, came to the pofleflion of this . 
jpecies of property by inheritance, and that it would be to 
the laft degree opprtflivc, nay cruel, to deal out a mealure of 
punifhinent for them in cafe they adled agreeably to the na-* 
ture of their fituation. It could not be expefiec^ that per- 
fons fo circumftanced could, or ought to be, operated upon, 
by a compullive law to abandon their property, or fuffer a 

E unifhment foi an zQ, not more criminal than their being 
orn, or fucceeding to a paternal inheritance. After argu- 
ing this point with no inconfiderable fharc of eloquence, he 
' 4 * declared 
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declared the amendment propofed by the learned Lord met 
with lus moft hearty approbation. 

His Grace was anfwered moft ably by Lord Drriy, who^^ 
was for the amendment in toto^ but more particularly that - 
part of it refpe^ing the word manufaSiwre, looped the amcad>k 
ment, if agreed to, would effe£lually defeat the bill, and 
anfwer every purpole of its declared enemies. The noble v. 
Dakehad fupported the amendment with his ufual ability, and 
with that degree of candour for which he was fo jnftty diftin-' 
guilhed, but when his Grace fpoke of gentlemen havinggreat 

J [uantities of timber, iron, copper, &c. to difpofe of, and 
uppofcd that this bill would deprive them of the means of 
parting with them to advantage, he would allure the noble 
Duke, that his apprchenlions, however generous, were not 
founded ; experience had enabled him to fpeak with fome de- 
gree of confidence on the fubje£t. He had himfelf growth and 
produce to part with, and fo^nd that the commodities always 
metthe level of the market; that is, amon? a variety of bidders, 
the full value was offered, and he made his option by hniting 
at once the opulence and rcrponfibility of the purchafer, with 
the extent or amount of the price offered, by which means he 
did not believe that he had been iropofed upon in a lingle itt- 
ftance.' 

But were he a contraAor favoured by Govern -nent, and 
willing to feek more than the market price, moft certainly he 
would never deign^o confider the intrinfic value of the com- 
modity at market — No, he would make his own terms, he 
would fix his price, he would blend his fcnatoiyl with his 
mercantile charafler, or that of a land owner, and profit by 
his lituation. 

After feveral ftrong arguments to the fame purport, and of 
afimilar complexion, which he delivered with uncommon 
energy and elomenCe, he faid he would at a proper time trou- 
ble their Lordfhips with a few Ihort farther obfervations on 
the fubjefl. 

The Duke of RiehmoiiJ, who had been feveral times up in Duke of 
the courfe of the evening, role, and obferved, that aA amend- 
meat wasobvioufly wanting to be made in the fame claufe in 
the bill as it originally ft(^, when it was- fent up by the 
other Houfe;* that was, where the bill created the difabilities, 

&c. in the following words : “ contracted and employed.” 

His Grace contended, that the conjunctive and united the 
two conditions intimately, according to the rules of gram- 
matical cenftruCtiod ; that contraifting alone difqualified no 
. * , . Pp a . . perfon; 
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pcrfon ; nor being employed by Government in providing, 
&c. for its exigencies ; that a member of Parliament might 
contraA till doomfday if he did not employ, or employ if he 
■ ^ did not contraft. Now in his opinion, thephrafe, to anfwer 
the intention oj[ the framers lliould run disjunilively, fo that 
contrafting in the firft infiance, or employing another to aft 
for him, would leparately conftitutc the offence meant to be 
created by the bill, 

Tfhe Lord The Lord Chaitctllor met this amendment very ftrongly, 
ChinccHor. ^.ontcndingthai the words “ dircftly or inclireftly” had totally 
done away the objeftion. 

He was anfwcred by Lord Grantley, whoinfifted that the 
word knit the conditions fo infeparably together, that no 
other part of the claufe could poflibly cure the difeafe. 

Duke of . The 13 uke of Kichmond fupported his amendment upon fc- 
Richmond. vcral ftrong grounds. 

In the courle of this converfation frequent contradiftions 
arofe between the Lord Chancellor and Lord Grantley, which 
was produflive of heat, and a warmth approaching to afjpe- 
rity. This continued for near an hour. 

At length moft of tlie noble difputants affembled round the 
table, and a compromife took place, contrarv to the firft opi- 
nion given by the Lord Chancellor, that as the learned Lord’s 
propofed amendment was in line 8, and that propofed by the 
noble Duke, in line 3, it was againft the eftabliflied rule of 
parliamentary proceeding, to, admit any r/: trofpc ft ive amend- 
ment in a Committee. 

Their Lordlhips then proceeded to amend the claufe, 
which took place without any oppolition, in a great variety 
of mftanecs, till at length they came to the paragraphs which 
they had been debating the whole evening. 

Tljc firft divifion was on the Duke of Richmond’s motion 
to fubftitulc or for Contents, 45; not^contents, 16. 

The fccond upon Lord Alliburton’s amendment, refpeft- 
\\\g growth^ prcdticfj or manuf allure ^ upon which Lord King 
moved to Icav^c out the \Yord mant'f allure , Contents, 27 ; not- 
cootents 25. 

The third and laft was on the rejeftion of the whole claufe 
thus amended. Contents, 15; not-contents, ^5, 

May 8. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the Crickladc bill. 
Lord Arti- Lord djhhurtun lole, and offered to prefent a petition from 
buMon. Samuel Petrie, E q. ftating among fcveral other allegations, 
that he would be materially injured by^thc proof qf the bri- 
bery 
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bery and corruption, faid to be praflifed at the late eledion 
for the borough of Crickladc, if the lame Ihould be produftivc 
of palling the prefent bill into a law, without having liberty to 
be heard by counfel in, the flrft inftance in fupport of the bill^ 
and of bringing the charges home againft a noble Lord, and a 
Mr. li— — , as being concerned in the fame^ and by their 
agents the aflual authors of the general fads, ftated in the 
bill. To meet the objedions of the counfcl againft the bill, 
it would be Hkewife necefTary for him to be indulged in a like 
manner, in order to fiirnilh him with an opportunity of crofs- 
examining the oppolite witnefles, or deteding the means re* 
forted to by counfel, for the purpofe of miflcading thofe who 
had, or might have appeared, to give evidence in its lupport. 

His Lordfhip having prefented the petition in the ufual 
form, faid he was of opinion that the prayer of the petition 
fllould be granted as equitable and rcafonable. It delired 
.^nothing but what the petitioner was entitled to afk. It con- 
^j^ined to tlieir Lordfliips no iVelh ground of complaint. It 
meant to open no new fource of evidence, but prccifoly and 
cxclulively that fpccics which w.ts already before their Lord* 
fhips. Such being clearly his opinion on the fubjed, lie did 
not fee upon what poflible ground the Houfe could rejeft tlic 
petition, refufe to grant the prayer of it. 

Chancellor h\c\f he had the misfortune totally to Lori 
tiNliSI&r from the noble Lord who fpoke laft. He was at an 
^r^entire lofs to even^guefs, farther than the petition informed 
him, on what ground Mr. Pclric could come before their 
Lorclfliips as a petitioner. In the firll; place he was no eledor 
of Cricklade, and could therefore be no farther ^IFcdcd by 
the bill than any other indifferent perfon. He could not be 
operated upon by the bill, fo far as he was able to difeover, 
more than any one individual in that Houfe. The only 
queftion before their Lordfhips was fimply this; wliether 
certain eledors, rclident within the borough of Cricklade, 
and having a riglit to vote for the reprefentatives in Parlia* 
ment for laid borough, fliould be disfranchifed, for being 
guilty of notorious bribery and corruption ; or whether, on 
account of the abufe of the franchife, that right fhould be 
extended to the two neighbouring pariflies. 

» The Duktf of Richmond fupported the learned Lord who Dakcof 
made the motion, in very warm terms. His Grace con- 
tended, that the great, indeed the only objed of the bill, 
was difeovering truth, and ading ftrldly conformable to the 
lights thus obtained. 


Thofe 
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Tbofe being his ideas on the fubjeft, he faid, the learned 
Lord’s motion met with his entire approbation. 

M . The Lord Chmcelhr reptied very fully to the noble Dake, 
ChMcdler. entered into adifquifition on the eftabliibed roles of evi- 
dence. ^ long as diofe roles were acknowfedged) he was, 
therefore, clelrly of opinion, till other rules were fubftituted 
in their ftead, that the petition could not received. 

After feveral arguments, pro and con, his Lordfhip begged 
leave to alTore the noble Duke, that if his Grace, or his iii%Ie 
and learned friend Ihould perftft, he would endeavour to col- 
kdl the fenfe of the Houfe, by immediately putting the quef- 
tion. His Lordfhip then moved, that the petition of Samuel 
Petrie, Efq. be rejeded ; which was agreed to wi^oot a 
divifion. 

A witnefs was then called^ and the Duke Richmond afked 
him, whether at the laft ele£lion but one for Cricklade, he 
had known of any corruption or bribery being prafiifed. 

The Lord Chancellor oppoied the potting the queftion, on 
the ground that there was nothing relative to the cledion 
alludied to before the Honfe. 

This produced a tedious converfation, in which, behdes 
the two noble Lords already mentioned. Lords Grantley 
and Mansfield took a part. 

The Lord Chancellor moved the qnellion, whiclrb«Bg regu- 
larly put from the chair, bis Grace’s motion was over-ruldd. 

A Mrs. Gun (wife of the mafter of the ^wan alehoufe) was 
next examined, who proved the aAual receipt, or acknow- 
ledgment of the receipt, by feveral Cricklade cledbors, of five 
guineas a 'man, by the hand» of a Mr. Briftol, a fuppofed 
agent of Mr. B , or Lord P - 

A queftion being pot by the Duke of Richmond to Mrs. 
Gun^ an objefiion was taken by one of the counfel againft 
the bill. — WitnelTes and counfel ordered to withdraw. 

A converfation now arole, which promiled to be produdlivc 
of a debate of fome length, but the Duke of Richmond took 
occafion in hik reply to declare, that he was heartily tired of 
his lituation. Attacked by lawyers above the bar, and inter- 
rupted by lawyers below the bar, he confidered himfelf une- 
qual to the talk of longer contending with fo formidable a 
phalanx in the way of their profellion. * 

After fome farther expreifions of the lame tendency, he 
moved that counfel be permitted to be heard in favour of the 
bill, which was agreed to. 

The Houfe adjourned. 
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May 9 mi lO. 

GoDord were heard on the Cricklade bill. 

• May 13. 

The order of the day, for the commitment 0^ the bill fot 
extending the right of voting for the borough of Cricklade 
was read, which called up 

The Earl of Mansfield^ who oppofed the bill’s going to a 
Committee, on ieveral grounds. He obferveJ that it was a **“•**•* 
judicial bill, or rather a legillative a£l, carried on agreeably' 
to the rules of judicial proceeding, and that it was I'o conli- 
dered by the eilablilhed ufages of Parliament : that fuch afts 
were clearly diflinguilhed from thofe deemed merely le^ifla* 
tive, as no proxies were admitted or included in the numbers 
on a divilion, becaufe judicial bills were always prefumed 
to afFe£t the rights of perfons,^ their lives, properties, and 
liberty. 

In debating the bill, therefore, he fhould examine if as a 
bill alFeAing the rights of certain perfens ; he fhould likewife 
confider their Lordfliips, fo far as the cafe applied, a£ling as 
a court of judicature, and confequently, in his opinion, their 
Lordfhips would have a right to demand all that fpecies of 
proof deemed nccelTary, when the objeft was to enijuire whe» 
ther thofe fuppofed to be affefled by the public judgment 
were liable to puniflyuent ; or whether, to gain a favourite 
purpofe, the ellential forms of law, and the eftablilhcd rules 
of jufticc, were to be violated. , 

Agreeably to this mode of reafbning, he fhould ever think 
the prefent bill grollly unjuft. What did the preamble of 
the bill fay ? That notorious bribery had liecn praAifed at the 
late elefiion for the borough of Cricklade. What was whe 
conclufion drawn from the premifes fo ftated ? That the fame 
was likely to continue ; ahd what was the grand conclufion 
of all; but that the prefent innocent cleflors of Cricklade, 
men againft whom the colour of accufation had not wen urged, 
were to be divefted of 'their rights, rights hitherto by the 
conftitution looked upon to be inalienable, for no other rca- 
fon than that bribery and corruption bad unfortunately been 
pradifed at the fate ele£lion. 

Before, however, he proceeded farther, he fhould beg 
leave to trouble their Lordfliips with an obfervation or two, 
which would ferve to elucidate what he meant to offer in the 
courfe of his fpeech. The preamble ftated the fa£l already 

, mentioned; 
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mentioned ; and though he was not prepared to fay, for very 
obvious rcafons, from his own fuppofed knowledge, that bri- 
bery had been committed at faid elcftion, he was fully at 
liberty, in his place, in that Houfe to affirm,* that he believed 
there had. ^ 

So far the faft in the preamble was eftablilhed in his appre- 
henfion ; but the conclufion from that faft appeared to him 
totally illogical, for to make fenfe of it, the word therefore 
fhould ha\c been inferted, and then common fenfe would be 
reftored, in which the paiTage at prefent I'eemed to be entirely 
deficient. The preamble in that cafe would run thus : No- 
torious bribery, kc, having been praftifed, it is therefore 
liktiy that the fame would continue/’ &c. 

Were he to judge, he fltould, moll certainly, draw a very 
different conclufion ; he fhould, for one, prefume, that the 
late profccuiioiis for bribery, the great number of perfons 
difablcd by the conviftions had againfl: them, and the judge- 
ments entered up would have adireft contrary effeft from that 
which the bill was framed, in order to prevent ; — like the 
fcaldcd goofe, who fled from the cold water, becaufe fhe had 
fuffered lb fcvcrcly from getting into the hot; their bre alls 
would, probably, be filletl with dread and horror at the ap- 
jnoach of an eleftion; and, inftead of bartering or bargain- 
ing for their corrupt fuflfrages, they would much fooner fly 
lw( nty miles fiom the place, on the day of poll. 

His Lordfliip argued the matter of pr(!^crty on a very large 
ground, calling the bill, in every true and fubllanrial feme, 
a bill of pains and penalties. He obferved, in the fu ft in- 
Hancc, that no right of voting cxifted in the borough, unlefs 
annexed to fomc fpccies of property, which confiftcJ of free- 
liol/, Icafcsof lives, or throe )cars c'^rtain. It was inipolli- 
Me, therefore, to extend the fianchitc to the limits deferibed 
in tlic bill, without aflefting the ♦property of the refidents 
within the borough. He wouUI never bear to be ferioully 
told, that vhc property within the borough would not be 
nlTcftcd by the t'ranchife being multiplied. The contrary 
was known to be the cale in allioufand inftances ; and he need 
not go farther than the borough of Helltonc, where, he 
nndcrftood, the cleftors were now reduced to four, and w^ho, 
hc^bclicvcd, would think thcmfelves very hardly dealt by, lb 
long as the charter continued, to have the franchife or power 
of fending two inciVibers to reprefent them in Parliament, 
divided among or extended to the neighbouring parillies or 
hundreds. 





A, 1782# DEBATES. 

His Lordfhip infifted much upon another circumftancc^ 
which was, that the borough of Cricklade was not ^ body 
corporate^ which in contemplation of law might, as the ex- 
ecutive and deliberative power united, be madie relponiible in 
its aggregate capacity. It confifted merely of perfons, fuch 
as he had deferibed, polTeiling or holding freehold, or any 
other kind of property within the borough. Every indivi- 
dual cleftor ftood upon his own particular-ground, diftinft 
from his brother eleftor ; fo much fo, in his opinion, that out 
of the two hundred and three voters for the laid borough, if 
only one innocent man could be found, it would be enough to 
defeat the conclufion drawn from the preamble of the i ill. 

His Lordfhip, after fcveral arguments of equal ingenuity, 
faid, he could never bring himfelf to give his afli nt or ap- 
probation to a bill, which profclTcd on the vciy f;u '; of it to 
involve the innocent and the guilty in one indilcriminatc 
punifltment, which was clearly, in his apprehcnlion, the very 
fummit of injufticc. 

' Lord Poruhejier rofe, and apnlog’/cd for troubling their Lord PorU 
Lordlhips on a lubjeft merely |)erlonal ; but as he thought 
lilence would amount to a coufiffion of guilr, after what had 
fallen in the courfc of theprogrefs of the bill at ihc bar, from 
the counfel and the vvitneii'es, as well as from ihofe convic- 
t:onsto w'hich the learned and noble Lord alluded in his fpcech, 
he now traded flie Home would indulge him with a few 
words by way of explanation, tending ftrongly, he hoped, 
to exculpate him from tliofe cruel and ill fouiwletl charges 
which had been made agalnft him, and in Ibinc inftanccs lo 
unjuftly proved. 

He now rofc to give his honour that he neither dircflly nor 
indiveftly, by himfelf or agent, or agents, hy pcrfnilfion, 
collulion, or otherwife, bribed, or caufed to be bribed, .any 
one cleftor or perfon entitled to vote for the bbrotigh of 
Cricklade, nor, employed Briftol as his agent #10 that bufii cfs. 

After repeating the. fame aflevcralions m refneft of linftol, 
to as full an extent, his Lordlhip read, as part of his ipecch, 

d^liiration upoi oath mad .* bv faid -riftol, in W’hich ,hc af- 
firmed thatrfhe noble Lord (now on his legs) was totally ig- 
norant of every one ftep he hid taken refpefting the late elec- 
tion for the borough of Chcklade. • 

After fomc obfervations on the law for preventing bribery, 
tnd the manner it'had been ftretched, in order toouprcls him, 

•he faid that the verdifts obtained againft him had either bcea 
obtained bv incomplete evidence, or by fallc fcft:mony. 

VoL.Vil. Q.q Tht 
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Duke of Tho Duke of Richmond anfwercd Lord Mansfield very 
Richmond, and defended the bill as a bill of regulation, policy, 

add es^pediency, in a iiioft able and convincing tnanner. He 
remarked with.no fmall degree of humour in the learned 
I^ord's iimilc about the fcalded goofe. 

The Lord Lord Chancellor anfwercd his Grace in a fpcech of con- 

Chincellor. fidcrable length, in vvliich he confidcred the bill in detail, 
and combated the principle and provifionsof it, with all that 
perfonal confidence, and ftrength of argument, and variety 
of ingenious and I'pecious tpcculations (or which his Lordfliip^ 
is fojuftly diftmguillud. 

He was ani’wered by Lord Afliburtan in a fpeech highly, 
applauded above the bar, as he fcarcely doled a fentence 
without fcvcial hear hinis fiom the oppoliie fide of the 
Ildufc. 

L»u*hbo« Loughborough undertook Jo anfwcr the learned Lord 

fough. whofpokclafl, and contended that the franchii'c of voting 
was daily bought and fold, and was confcquently a fpecics of 
property, 'I'o limit, narrow, or reftrain it, therefore, in 
his opinion, amounted topunifliment, and fully juftified what 
had l)ecn alTcrted by his two noble and learned friends, that 
tlie bill was a bill of pains and penalties, 

LordCrant His Lordfliip was anlwcrcd by Lord Gratitky^ who dealt 
rather harfhly by the learned Lord who fpokc laft. He then 
turned his attention to the principle and prewilions of the bill, 
and defended them with great apparent fuccefs, in the double 
charaftcr of a politic ian and a lawyer, 
toughbo- Lord Lougf'bor ’.ugh rofc to expUin his words, relative to the 
fou|h. power of alienating an advowfon. 

Lord Lord Granthy Hill continued to maintain his former opi- 

GrtntUy. 


Duke of The Duke of Ri(.L?7iGtid replied very fully to the noble and 
Richmond, learned Lord who opened the debate. The learned Lord 
contended, that the prefent was a judicial proceeding by way 
of bill, and that proxies, as a proof of his aiVertion, wer?not 
permitted to be counted in the divilion, nor rcceivcdk He 
Svas glad to hear it; he finccrely wiflied th|t proxies were rer 
Jefled iu all cafes, as well as that which the learn/;d Lord hatd 
ihppolcd. He had indeed feen very ftrangc ufe made of 
proxies in that I Icnfc ; a very Angular one, however, juft 
tlicn occurred to his memory, and he believed he bad the 
^noble Lord in hia eye who produced the proxy of anotbor 
noble Lord (Dciav, r.rc*) who at the time of its produAioa 
'was affually dcr.d. 
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The learned Lord had with Ins wonted abilities and uncom- 
mon ingenuity rcprefentccl the prefent as a bill of pains and 
penalties, upon the ground that the r:ght of voting, being 
annexed to property, became a matter, of property itfelf j that 
to extend the franchife was to diminifli its v»liic, and to di- 
minifli the value was in faft to trench upon the rights and 
property of innocent men, for fuch fcveral of the voters of 
Cricklade had a right to be conlidcrcd, as their conflitucot 
integrity had not been fo much as called in ijucftion. 

He would crave their Loicllhips indulgence for a few mi- 
nutes, while he endeavoured to give tliis part of the learned 
Lord’s fpccch an aniwer, which he hopecl would be ilecmcd 
fufRcient to Hate the tliircrencc between the calcs prefumed by 
the noble Lord, or point out ihoie parts of the argument 
which were either irrelative or unfounded. 

The learned Loul confidered the franchife as a matter of 
property. Even fo, the pretnt bill by no means afl’efled it. 
That people who had been conviflcd of bribery were, thereby 
clifabled from voting at fuiuic eleflions was certain ; but 
that was by operation of law, in the Courts below, upon 
the ftatute or common law; hut with that, as the learned 
Lord had ingcnuoully oblervcd, the prefent bill had nothing 
to do. But, fays the noble Iword, the franchife, if extended 
to other perfuns, renders that already veflcd in the prefent 
eleflors of Icfs value; and if the franchife conflitutes apart 
of the value of tlfc fret hold or le jfjhold intertft, it certainly 
amounts ton lofs of piopcity, and the bill may be conlidcrcd 
fo far as a bill of pains and |)cnahics. In Iii%opinion the 
very contrary would be found to be llriflly maintainable. 

Th- right of voting was not u \c(lcd right, to be IkKI merely 
for the benefit of the polU'flbr ; !mt was a tiult, for the faith- 
ful difehargeof which he Icood virtually bound to the public ; 
and that very public who delegated the trull for the benefit of 
the whole community, w'ere at all limes, or as often as the 
occafion prclentcd itfclf, fully competent to ^cw model the 
frame and extent of the trull; or in the* event of aclual abufe, 
totally to withdraw ir, eiilicr by transfji riug that right to 
Others, to pariicipaic vviih them, or finally, if neceility fliould 
call for thcyiieal'ure, to annilnlarc the franchife. Trufls, 
from their nature, were all liable to abufe, which always 
furniflied an unaniweraide argument for mcafuics of preven- 
tion when practicable ; and in ibmc cafes juftified the diflblv- 
ing the conneclion between the public and its trullccs. 

Q.'l 2 . Apply 
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Apply this rcafoning to the prefent bill. Notorious bri- 
bery had been praftifed at the late eleftion for the borough of 
Crickladc ; and from paft experience, the like might be cx- 
pefted again : here he could not help taking hotice of the 
learned Lord’s turious attempt at logical criticifm, contend- 
ing that the word f/rre/ore (hould have been introduced. Now, 
in his apprchcnllon, there was no manner of occafion for it ; 
for thefafl on which the bill was framed, was limply this, — 
that notorious Imibery and corruption, kc. had been praftifed, 
Ac. The noble and learned Lord indeed !ins acknowledged 
as much ; wlihout thcieforc confidcring the votes of the 
eleflors as a marketable commodity, which v\ould be depre- 
ciated in their value by the prefent bill; the bill was to be 
confidered merely as a mealhre of political regulation, framed 
Upon the fiift flared in the preamble, and merely intended to 
operate as a tueafure of prevention, to put a flop to the re- 
petition of liirh evils in time to come. 

1 he learntfl Lord had endeavoured already to meet this 
argument : “ like the lealded goolCjlaid the learned Lord, who 
avoided the cold wrier, as well as the hot, the eleftoisof 
Cricklade will feel a dread and horror at the approach of an 
eleftion ; they will run twenty miles from the place on the 
day of poll, and lly fiom aennvafs or umpiatiou, as they 
would from a plague, moiiiiied and puniihed as they have 
been for i‘ cir late malcfaftlons.” Now, if the noble and 
kNarned I.oul was fciious, it aftonifbcil him beyond mcafurc ; 
if he was nor, the argument was fuch as did not deilrvc nn 
;»nl\ycr; bf.t taking it in the former icnle, was not the pro- 
bability direftly the other way ? might it not be rationally 
expefted, that an eicape, under fuch circumftanccs of public 
clclinf|uency, would operate as an encouragement to perfe- 
vcrc r Mad not the experience of the neighbouring boroughs, 
fuppolcd to be equally profligate and corrupt, furnifbed the 
iiioft nnanlwcrablc arguments, tofliew that legal punifliment 
- had no other ^tlcft than teeming to harden them in iheirguilt; 
and that inftcad of being filled with fright or difmav at an 
appro 'ch ng|ioll, the inhabitants or elcftors of thofe boroughs, 
with pcihaps more caution, but rfting upon fimilar princi- 
ples, Vv”oieed at the approach of a general eltftion r The 
Itaincd Lord had, in his comparing the Shoreham bill with 
the prc'.cnr, lumifliej him with an aigumeni in favour of the 
latter, of v\hich he was not aware. He had fully confirmed 
every thing almoft which couM be urged in behalf of the 
mcafurc now under conliderauon ; for, he believed, timeout 

^ r 
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of mind previous to the pafliug of that bill, the borough of 
New Shorehain had been reprcfentcd by Ibmc Eaft or Weft 
Indian, and not by the neighbouring country gentlemen. 

He weir rewembcrcd an expreffion of the late Earl of Chat- 
ham, when the bill came before their LordHii^s, that New 
Shorchani was reprefented upon the banks of the Ganges ; 
but, he trufted, it would be fo no more. His Lordfhip’s 
expeftations had been cxaftly fullilled ; upwards of twelve 
years had elapfed fince the right of voting had been extended 
to the Rape of Bramber, and a linglc inftance had not oc- 
curred, in which the natural intereft had been transferred to 
the Cianges, or beyond the limits of the neighbourhood. It 
had been uniformly reprefented by the gentlemen of the vici- 
nage, or wiihin the Rape ; and no attempt had been made 
by a Nabol) of any defcripiion, to bribe or corrupt ; — a 
moft powerful argument, he prefumed, in favour of the pre- 
fent bill. 

His Grace, after flic wing that that part of the Shoreham 
bill which piinifhcd and disfranchifed the numbers, called the 
Chriftian Society, was, in faft, a bill of jKons and penalties; 
pointed out tlic difFcrcnce between that and the prefent, where 
no man was fpcclfically accufed or punillicd, and where taking 
the matter in the largeft fenfe, the bill could be only confi- 
dered as a bill of political regulation, modifying the exercife 
of a truft to the benefit of that public wliich delegated it. 

The Ltrd Chcr^ccllor cntiicly coincided with the learned 
Lord who i'pokc full, as to the law doctrines laid down by 
his Lordfliii'. He conceived tliC l)ill, though Icl^iflativc in 
its ultimate objeft, to be ftriflly tied down to the rules ob- 
ferved in Judicial proceedings, whether llic fame was likely 
to afFcft tlie lives, properties, or liberties of the I'crfon^ con- 
cerned. With all his induflry, he could not, for his foul, 
bring himfcif to confider the bill in any other light but as a 
bill of pains and penalties. 

There was no pcrlbn within hearing held thi nolde Duke’s 
abilities and political integrity in higher cftiinStion than he 
did ; he had often been witnefs when his Grace exhibited the 
fulleft proofs of liieni, and fcarce a day palled \\hich did not 
furnifh frclh*oncs; but ftill, unequal as he felt hindllf to 
enter the lifts with the noble Duke, in the difeuflion of a 
great and political queftion, not daring to iruft to any* tiling 
but what led to bring home convjftion to his own mind, a 
fenie of duty, as well as common fenfe, compelled him to 
confullhis reafon, however Jlantily dealt out, to the afilrlions 
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or ujifnpportcd opinions of any other man, however high or 
refpc6Iable he might Hand in the eye of the public. When, 
therefore, the noble Duke called the prcfent bill, not a bill 
of pains or penalties, but of regulations, of^ political expe- 
diency, if not necelRty, and as forming a part only, and a 
fmall one, of a very extenfivc and comprehcnfive plan of pub- 
lic reformation, he confclTcd hiinfelf totally at a lofs to even 
fo much as conjefturc what the noble Duke meant. Before, 
therefore, he could even give a decided opinion on the pre- 
fent meaiure, as connefted with others that were to follow', 
it would be necefTary to explain thofc which might be fuppofed 
to induce him to give his aifent to the bill under confideration, 
of which, (landing as a (ingle unconnefted meafurc, he greatly 
difapprovul. For inftance, without fuch previous explana- 
tion, in limine^ he (liould give his aflent to the bill, merely 
on truft that other bills, of a more cxten(ivc reform, were to 
follow It, but which he equally difapproved of. After having 
made one falle (Icp, he (liould find liimdlf in the clifagrceable 
predicament of trailing it back aerain, and of having been 
miflccl by the ojiiiiions, but deceptive proinifcs of a general 
reformation, or rather innovation. 

He mull confefs, that all plans of reformation (hould be 
cautioiillv received ; the removing of ancient foundations 
was always attended with danger, and was too often produc- 
tive of inifchicf. It was not to be controvened that the legif- 
latiire was competent to disfranchife this rr that borough, or 
to lake away the rights of indlviduaN, or whole bodies of 
men, without adhering to any fixed fyftem or rule for their 
conduft. Many inflanccsof the kind were already on record ; 
but it became their wiidom, their juftice, and dilcretion, 
not to aliufc ilioic high and tranfeendent powers which they 
were ‘Competent to exercife, and which the conftitution had 
veded in them. 

It could not be denied but it was ncccflary to have a fu- 
preme ot abfo^uto power eftablifhcd in every form of govern- 
ment. In this country the conftitution had happily placed it 
in the three cfiatcs ; but if the queftion came to be fairly and 
nakedly confidcivd, there diil not cxift a doubt in hi? mind, 
but this abfolute power could alter the tenure ff the Crown 
itftlf, could new model that very Houfe, by rendering it 
clcflivc, inftcad of hereditary, and dilpofe of or abrogate the 
rights of the people. 

His Lordlbip made ufo of fevcral other arguments againft 
the bill, particularly rcfpcfling its pcrfonal injufticc and po- 
^ « litical 
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litical inexpediency ; and concluded a long.fpeech with de- 
claring, that the bill, when the queftion came to be put^ 
would meet from him a moil hearty negative. 

The Earl of Shelburne concluded the debate ki a ipeech of 
confidcrablc length ; but advanced no new argument in 
favour of the bill. 

The queftion was at length put, that the bill be committed, 
when the Houfe divided. Contents, 47 ; not contents, aa* 

Majority, 25. 

May 17. 

The Earl of Sljelburne moved to read his Majefty’s melTage, Earl ef 
and the two addreffes from the Lords and Commons of Ire- 
land in return to it ; and thefe being read, he moved to read 
the aft of the 6th of George I. for the better fccuring the 
dependence of Ireland on the Crown of Great- Britain, and 
this alfo being read, liis Lordfhip, in a very mafterly fpeech, 
opened the bufinefs. 

He propofed to lay before their Lordfhips his fentiments, 
without the leaft referve, to make a full dilcuflion of one of 
the moft important fubjefts that ever came before them, and 
to obferve in this ftage of the bufinefs, that fame open, frank 
and ftrift conduft which had been obferved in the communi- 
cation to Ireland. It always had been, and always fliould 
be, the line of his uonduft, to aft openly and without dif- 
guife, trufting that, as he fpoke his own fentiments freely, 
and never ihould attempt to deceive Parliament, o^icr Lords 
would exprefs theirs with as little referve ; for he willicd to 
invite an opendifcuffion of great national queftion’*. Ireland 
had demanded, by the papers on the table, four things ; ihc 
lirft and the moft effeutial to them was a free conftiti/tion, 
which they would not be fald to enjoy while they were Tub- 
'jeft to laws not made with their own confent. How it came 
to pafs that fuch a controul Ihould cxift in a coi^lryi fiiiiilar 
in all rcfpeftfrto this, and having long had a Parliament of 
its own, formed exactly on the model of ours, it was cafy 
from hiftory .to trace. The commotions in that country, 
the frequent ^^ivil wars, the violence of religious difputcs, 
the uncivilifcd ftate of a great part of the country, had all 
contributed to render the alfcmblingof their Pailiamcnulcis 
frequent, and, In the intervals, to fubjeft them to the con- 
troul of other laws, which were often fo beneficial as to be 
re^uiily adopted, without eKamining into the authority. But 
this had long been a fubjeft of complaint j it was one of the 

great 
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great grievancesjequired to be redre/Ied by every party of 
the Irilh in the war which began in 1640. The claim had at 
all times been made, and now that Ireland was united, relt* 
gions difpotes all compofed, growing in wealth and ftrcngth, 
and fafi improving in all the arts of peace, it .was impolitic, 
it would be unjuft, and he believed he might appeal to their 
Lordfhips conviQion, that it would be impofftble to reftft the 
claim : he Ihould therefore move a repeal of the aft he had 
deftred to be read, which would give quiet and fatisfaftion to 
the minds of the Irilh, and leave no caufe to check the affec- 
tion and zeal they felt for this country, whofe fate they had 
declared themfelves willing to (hare. There was in this' aft 
another matter, the judicature of the Lords, which he was 
aware would be thought by fome to be diftinft from the legif- 
lature. It happened that the two (ubjefts were clearly con- 
nefted in the aft he had moved to repeal ; the difputc upon 
judicature had given rife to that aft ; and the Irilh, though 
fully fenllbic of the impartial adminiftration of juftice by their 
Lordlhips, were dclirous to be fubjeft to the judicature of 
their own Peers, who had increafed in wealth, in confequcnce; 
and had, by the improvement of their minds, acquired that 
knowledge which fitted them for the cxcrcifc of fuch a truft 
better than in ancient times, when arms were their chief em- 
ployment. He muft at the fame time remind the Houfe, 
that though the appeals from Ireland to their Lordlhips had 
now taken place, for many years without difpute, the claim 
was not very ancient. In 1672 was the firft inftance of an 
appeal from Ireland to their Lordlhips, no Parliament then 
fitting in Ireland, Another happened in 1679; afterwards 
the Houfe of Lords of Ireland reclaimed their right, contefts 
enfued in the years 1699 and 1713; the Lofds of Ireland 
did, however, in faft, maintain their power, till thedifputes 
in 1719, which were well known to their Lordlhips, and pro-' 
dured the aft he Ihould move to repeal. 

This was all he meant to propofe, as matter of parlia- 
mentary decifion; but there were other points for the execu- 
tive power, which he did not mean to dilli^blc, for in all 
affairs he defired to be plain, open, and direft. ' The condi- 
tion of the Irilh Parliament was fingularly clogged by ancient 
ftafutes, framed for the times, and which, t'^ough foftened 
by praftice, were ftill a great check to their freedom. Their 
Lordlhips would fee he meant Poyning’s Law. This law, 
pafled in the reign of Henry VII. was originally intended 
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for the benefit of the people of Ireland, as a check on the 
power which the viceroys, in conjunffion with the great men 
of the country^ had exerted, of paffing laws that were often 
oppreflive. The rcafon for luch a law no lo^er Aiblifted, 
and it operated now only as a check on the reafonable deflres 
of the Houfes of Parliament, fubjeffed to the coutroul of two 
Privy Councils. It had produced great difputcs, which had 
fometimes been carried confiderable lengths,, and at other 
times terminated in a manner not very confiftent with the 
dignity of the fubje£f, or the parties under their law : the 
Privy Council of Ireland inlifted on certifying a money bill, 
as one of the conliderations fur holding a Parliament ; the 
Commons maintained that money bills could only originate 
with themfclves. In the government of a noble Duke, for 
vvhofe virtues he had the higheft reverence, even had he not 
fron connedtion the utmoft rt*l'pcft for his family, and whofe 
charadfer was not fuch as to make him yield to any uprea- 
fonable pretenlions, this queftion ha<l been much agitated, 
and how was it fettled r the Pi ivy Council certified a money 
bill, the Commons rejcdlcd, and afterwr.rdsbionglit in them- 
fclvcs the fame money bill ; a form little rcfpcdtablc as the 
law form of fines and recoveries. Pradlicc, however, had 
very much foftened the cfFcdt of this law, which in its picicnt 
was only an uneafy, and liy no means any effcdtual reftraint. 
The people of Ircl^d witbed to be relieved from it, and ei- 
ther by a repeal, or a modification, he thought it was found 
wifdom to comply with their dellres. The perpetuity of the. 
mutiny aft was another I'ubjcft of complaint, in which lie 
thought, as it vvas a matter of internal regulation, it was juft 
to comply with the defire of Ireland, that there fhould be no 
diftinftion between that country and Great Britain.* He 
concluded w'ith cxprtlling his ftrong reliance on the afleftiou 
and gratitude, which fuch fair and liberal conceffions would 
excite, and ftrenuoully urged the ncccffity of union at this 
moment with our lifter kingdom, and that ihcifiight-be made 
to feel in the language of our holy prayers, that our fervicc 
is perfeft freedom. 

He concluded with reading two motions ; 

Firft, That it is the opinion of this Houfc, that the aft 
of the 6th of George I. entitled “ An aft for the better Ic- 
curing the dependency of Ireland upon Uie Crown of (ireat 
Britain,” ought tote repealed. 

VoL, VII. R r Second, 
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Second, “ That it is the opinion of this Houle, that it is 
indifpeniible to the interefls and happinefs of both kingdoms, 
that the connexion between them (hould be eftabliflicd by 
mutual confept, upon a folid and permanent footing, and 
that an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that his 
Majefty will be gracloully pleafed to take fuch meauires as his 
Majefty in his royal wifdom (hall think moft conducive to 
that important end.” 

And moved the fecond. 

EtriofCiri 'I'lic Earl of Carlijlc^ in an elegant fpccch, expreffed his 
approbation of the motions. He bore ample teftimony to 
the zeal and loyalty of the Irifh, and particularly ftated the 
honourable conduft of the volunteers, and the liberal offers 
made of their fervice, when Ireland was threatened with an 
attack. He faid, that had he been more perfuaded than he 
was, that Ireland had ever reljnquifhcd its right of free Ic- 
giilation, which he knew they neither had, nor could give 
up, he fhould ftill have thought it wife to accede to their 
claim ; becaufc he knew, that from the gratitude and affec- 
tion of the country, and the wifdom of the Parliament, much 
more advantage would arife to this country, than by main- 
taining any ofTcnlivc and ill-founded pretenuons to a controul 
over them, 

Uu^'hbo. Loughborough faid, he never rofc with fuch anxiety as 

rough. ^hc prefent occafion. That lie had cc^mc into the Houfe 

difpofed to hear, but unpicparcd to fpeak, not knowing the 
.purport of the motion to be made. The refolutions .(if he 
did not tniftakc their tendency) contained matter that ought 
not haftily to pals into refolutions, bccaufe fuch refolutions 
were in their nature conclufive. In matters of the leaft im- 
porta^gee, the rules of Parliament required repeated confide-, 
ration to precede decifion. An alteration of the general fy ftem 
of relation between Great Britain and Ireland, indeed any 
change of that, which, be it right or wrong, had the fanfiion 
of long ufnge; required fome deliberation and fome paufe, 
before it was finally refolvcd. 

The firft queftion offered to the Houfe, was a repeal of the 
6th of Cicorge I. To give leave for a bill for that purpolc, he 
fhould not have had the Icaft obie£Itoa ; but to refolve at 
once^upon the repeal of an cxifting a£t, was a hafty and un* 
prcccdenied mcafurc. The fccond queftion feemed in gene- 
ral terms to convey a power to Minlfters, to adopt meafures 
without the knowledge of Parliament, and he could not con- 
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fcnt to fo general an authority for any a£J, excluding the 
judgment of Parliament upon the a£f, when done. 

I'he Earl of Shelburne on this ftated the words of the fecond Earl of 
refolution, which he contended did not exclud^ but implied Shelburne, 
the fubfequent ratification of Parliament of any a£l of the 
Miniilers. H 

Lord Loughborough was obliged by the information, as he Lord 
might cafily mifconceivc words, that he had heard it but once 
read, and declared, that the preamble of the rdblution had 
his entire concurrence, but as to the latter part of it, he flill 
conceived, that it implied more than the noble Lord’s expla- 
nation; there were afts of the rninifters, which in no courfc 
required the intervention of Parliament; for inftance, the 
King’s affent to an Irifh bill was given, without confulting 
Parliament, and wanted 110 ratification ; but every one muft 
know, there were laws exiflifijr in Ireland of great moment 
to the mutual inieieft and union of both countries. Upon 
the repeal of ibmc of thefe, two men, equally well-wifliCirs to 
Ireland, might entertain oppofite opinions ; and it was unfit 
by general words to pledge Parliament for the approbation of 
meafures that had not even been ftated, much lefs confidered. 

Upon the four matters fet forth in ilic addrcfTcs of the two 
Houfes in Ireland, notwilhftanding the hazard oPdelivering 
any fudden opinion, he Ihould venture to throw out fomc ob- 
fervations, relyin^on the candour of the Houfc, that a fair 
conftruftioQ would be made of what he fliould fay thus un- 
prepared. I'he firfl: and principal matter was the freedom of 
the Lilli Icgillature, to which he had no hclitafion to de- 
clare his opinion. He tliought the right to bind the Irilh 
Parliament by laws made here, ought not to be aflerted, much 
Icfs cxcrcifcd. He had, therefore, no objedlion to a Repeal 
of a declaration of that right in the 6 lh of George I. but it 
mull not be overlooked, that this was not a mere declaration 
of a right in theory ; the right thus declared, however found- 
ed, had in praflice been cxcrcifcd, and often for the benefit 
of Ireland. Two aftsof fcttlcmcnt, by which nine parts in 
ten of the property of Ireland were held, many commercial 
regulations of common concern to Great Britain and Ireland^ 
and all the alFurances by oath of mens attachment to the go- 
vernment and religion of their country, depended upon the 
authority of Britifli llaiutcs. It was necclfary, therefoVe, ta 
take feme care, that thofc points fhould be fccured. When 
the foundation on which they now ftood was taken away, • 
the Houfe had not been informed what meafures had been, or 
were taken for that purpofe. 

R r , The 
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The judicature of the Lords, he agreed with the noble Lord 
who made the motion, was a matter totally diftindl from Ic- 
giflatlvc power, though blended with it in the aft of the 6th 
of George I. In many well-regulated ftates, 'the judicial and 
Icgiflativc. pdWers were feparate, and thofc who had wrote the 
bcRon government, were of opinion, they never ought to 
be united. Their Lordiliips judicature upon appeals from 
Ireland, it was faid, was not of a very ancient date, nor ear- 
lier than the year 1672. It was, however, of the fame an- 
tiquity with their judicature in appeals from England. Be- 
fore the relloration, there were few, he believed, no inftanccs 
of appeals to the Lords, and the Houle of Commons had at 
firft denied the authority now fully acknowledged. The 
.right, however, feemed to be of much higher antiquity, and 
had not been excrcilVcl fooner, only becaulb there w'cre but few 
cafes in courts of equity, before the reftoration, and fittings 
of Parliament were not frequent. There was, however, 
another part of the judicature, of whicli the noble Lord had 
faid nothing. The writs of error from Ireland to the King’s 
Bench, and from thence to the Houle of Lords. T hat was 
as ancient as the common law, and eftabliflied with it in Ire- 
land. Both countries having the lame common law, the uni- 
formity of it could not be preferved without a fupreme judica- 
ture common to both ; and this point he thought of the ut- 
moft importance to their future conneftion. The fair and 
equal adminiflraiion of juflice in the (aft refort, was ac- 
knowledged by all Ireland, and without any difiefpeft to the 
Lords of that country, it was very leafonablctofuppofc, that 
men would not be difpofed to change that, which the expe- 
rience of half a century had proved to be unexceptionable. 
The only circumflance that could induce a wifh for altera- 
tion ip this refpeft, muft be, an apprehenfton that the judi- 
cial authority had fome neccil'ary conneftion with the legilla- 
tive, which a little refleftion would Ihew to he a fallacy, and 
indeed fomeof the able winters for the independence of Ire- 
land, had themfclvcs proved it to be a fall'e argument. He 
concluded, therefore, that the motion ought not to be for a 
total repeal of the 6th of George I. and that the meafure 
ought not to be unqualified. 

'I'hc next point was Poyning^s law, on which he obferved, 
thaf it was a great miftake to fuppole, that every difTerence in 
form between the conftitutions of Great Britain and of Ire- 
land, implied the inferiority of the latter. That Sir Edward 
Poymng’k Uws werca wife lyftem, and intended chicily for 
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the benefit of Ireland ; the form of pafling bills there, was 
adapted to the fituation of a country that was not the feat 
of government. Here, for obvious reafons, there was no 
inconvenience* in offering bills that had pafled lx)ili Houfea, 
for the negative or aifent of the Crown. The alteration of 
bills propoled by cither Houfe in Ireland, did not take away 
from their power, but only offered to their confidcration fuch 
modifications as were thought expedient, but which, without 
their full confent, could have no cffefl. It- did not impair 
the fundamental right of either Houfe to give or withhold its 
alTent to any law propofed, but it only retarded the too rapid 
progrefs which a£ls might ibmetimes make, eTpccially fuch as 
were moved upon the fpur of an occafion, and he thought, 
that independent of all confiderations of the connexions be- 
tween this country and that, fuch a form of proceeding was 
inoft expedient for the local ckcumftanccs of a country, remote 
from its Sovereign. Experience had, in his judgment, proved 
the utility of it to Ireland, in a great variety of inftanccs. 

7 ’he conteft about originating money bills in the Commons, 
or in the Privy Council, he held as the noble Lord did, to be 
very frivolous, and not fit to be maintained on the part of 
government ; but that point was no part of Sir Edward Poyn- 
ing’slaw, which extended as it was by an aX of Philip and 
Mary, was now, and he hoped woyld ftill remain, in full 
force. There were inftanccs, one he believed in the time of 
a nobleman who Tiad conduXed the government of that coun- 
try with equal ability and fplcndor, where the intervention of 
the Irifli Privy Council was fo far from being dcehicd a grie- 
vance, that they had been thanked for ftopping a hill; and 
he knew there were later inftanccs, where the fame thing done 
by the Privy Council here had been very popular in |j[c!and« 

He defired their Lordfhips would weigh well the confequcnccs 
of this important law. Ireland is a dominion of the Crown 
of England, and not a diftinX country under the fame So- 
vereign : the executive power of this ftatc holds the fupreme 
authority of that, and the aXs of his Majcfty, with regard 
to that country, muft be the aXs of the King in Council. 
Unfortunate will it be for both, ftiould that fituation ever lie 
changed ; add (hould it ever be underftood that Ireland is 
only held as of the perfon of the King. How that relation 
is to be maintained, when fo cffeniial a part of the executive 
power, as the giving fanXion to laws, is reduced to a bare 
negative, he had not the power to imagine. Surely, when 
the old tics which held tiie two countries tcHkch other, were 

to 
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to be tooTenedy it behoved men toconlider by what new means 
they were to be held together. Ireland declares that (he is 
williog to (hare one fate, and he believed the profeffion was 
as iincere as it was generous. But by what bieans was this 
to be fecured r how were we to unite in one commerce, one 
fence and war, one fate } How to guard againft the poihbi- 
Jity of jarring intcrcfts ? Were treaties of peace or trade, 
and of alliance, to be the equal bufinefs of both Parliaments? 
On what was it to depend, whenever there (hould be any 
army in Ireland? and what that army (hould be ? At pre- 
fent it could not exceed a certain number, fifteen or (ixteen 
thouiand, under the controul of a Britilh a£f. Might it be 
incrcafed without the approbation of this Parliament ? He 
recommended to the confideration of the noble Lord in the 
blue ribband, to fettle and adjuft fome folid fecurity for thefe 
riTcntial points, before all was agreed on the part of Great 
Britain. That, though nothing could be more amiable in 
private life than that open, frank, and generous manner, 
which the noble Lord ftated to be the line of his condudl, 
and all that was worth obtaining might be expefted from a 
return of gratitude ; yet, where the intereft of millions was 
concerned, and where it was ncccflary to deal with great 
bodies of men, it behoved thofe to wnom fuch affairs were 
strutted, to aft with, more circumfpeftion, and with lefs 
confidence. He had no doubt of the force, nor of the fince- 
rity of the affeftion which the people of Ireland bore to Eng- 
land. But the arrangement of the political intcrcfts of great 
communitil^s was not a matter of fentiment. It was wife in 
both parties to fettle them on explicit terms, and it could give 
00 juft offence to cither, that the other proceeded with a rea- 
(bnablc degree of political prudence. 

The fourth article of complaint was the perpetuity of the 
mutiny aft in Ireland, which he did not conceive could be 
ranked as a grievance. He hoped, that whenever England 
armed, Ireland would be armed ; if ever England fhould find 
it poflihle todifarm, Ireland would do the fame. The mu- 
tiny aft did not create nor authorize an army, but fuppofing 
an army toexift, and itsexiftenoe, he trolled, would always 
depend on the judgment of this country, on which Ireland 
would confide, the mutiny-aft regulated its difcipline. But 
’ of what nature was that fuppofed grievance ? Ireland had 
pafled the mutiny aft, and he believed, from the ncwfpapers, 
had this very feffion, by a great majority, refufed to repeal 
it. Was it tUlR a grievance, that laws of.lheirown (hould 

be 
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be fufFcrecI to have that effeft which they had repeatedly 
thought fit to give them. 

He concluded with an apology for detfiining the Houfe fo 
Iong» and befpeaking a favourable conftru£ti(}p to whatever 
he might have inaccurately advanced; but he befought the 
Houfe to proceed with due deliberation, and not rafhly |p 
adopt refolutions without a full knowledge of all the conlc- 
guences that might attend them. 

The Earl of Shelburne rofe again, to difebim the idea of 
treating England and Ireland as diftinft dominions, united^'® 
under one Sovereign. A doftrine fo dangerous and unconfti- 
tutional had never entered into his mind; nor was it to be 
found in thencldrefi'cs of the Lords and Commons of Ireland, 
which expreflly declare, that they defire all a£ls may pafs 
under the great feal of Great Britain. The King, therefore, 
as the executive power of tltjs country, will ftill hold the 
fovereignty ot that, and all afts of ftatc flow, as before, from 
his Mnjclly in his Privy Council of Great Britain. He had 
taken no notice of writs of error, becaufe they were not 
mentioned in the papers on the table ; but he alfurcd the no- 
ble ?nd learned Lord, they had notcfcapcd his confidcration. 

They were, he believed, of great antiquity in the coiiftitu- 
tion, and neither they, nor the appeals to their Lordfliips, 
had been detrimental ; but, on the contrary, beneficial to 
Ireland. An uniformity of laws was undoubtedly a gieat 
bond of union between two countries, and many perfons, ho 
knew of great property, and of great authority, in Ireland, 
were difinclined to any change in the judicature ; but he 
thought that this confidcration mod affeded thcinfclves. If 
they wifhed to take away the writ of error, or if it was a 
confequence of taking away the appeals, he did not thiak it a 
point which we were much interefted to contend. Scotland 
and England had been, and would always be, he hoped, moft 
perfectly united ; and yet the learned Lord well knew their 
laws were not the fame. It had been ol)jeftcd^hat the refo- 
lutions were conclufive, and binding upon the Houfe ; for 
his part, he meant to be bound by them. He thought it 
neceflary to declare at once, and diredly, what we intended to 
give, and he Trad great confidence in the liberal gratitude of 
Ireland, for the adjulling all matters that might remaii\to be 
fettled between the two countries. 

Lord Loughborough^ in explanation, faid, that it mud have Lord 
been an inaccuracy of expreflion, if any thing that fell from 
him could have conveyed, that he had iinput^ to the noble * 

Lord 
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Lord tlie idea of En^and and Ireland being united asdiilinft 
dominions under one Sovereign, Neither did he fuppofe that 
this was the idea of thofe who had framed and. promoted the 
addrelTes on the table : their intentions^ he believed, were 
as fair as their profeffions were loyal to his Majeftjr, and 
affe£k;tonate to this country. His argument was, that without 
its being the intention of either party, this would be the 
refult of the changes propofed, if earned to their full extent, 
and without any check to controul their operation. He had 
therefore preffed icon the conlideration of the Houfe, and of 
the noble Lords in office particularly, to examine carefully, 
and to weigh well the confequcnces of the meafurcs now pro- 
pofed for immediate decifion. He did not yet fee what could 
avert confequcnces allowed to be fo fatal, or how, when the 
judicial power was renounced, and fovereign authority re- 
duced to a mere negative upon bills, and the government of 
each country to move in perftft equality and independence, 
his Majefty would be King of Ireland in any different manner 
than he might be Sovereign of any other feparate territory. 
The contiguity of the two countries would preferve a more 
conftant intercourfe between ilie iubjefts of both, and the 
communion of rights unite them more cloiely to each other ; 
but it was a poffiblc cafe that their political intcrefts might 
hereafter be fuppofed t3 be oppolite, for wc know that it hath 
heretofore been fo; and falfc as that opinion had always feemed 
to him, it had notwithflanding obtained a great influence on 
men’s minds, and directed their condu£t. In fuch a cafe, 
what was there to prevent their difunion ? or how could the 
Sovereign of both be fuppofed to aCt with an equal affeftion 
to each ? 

Lord Camden^ in a very able fpeech, paid great compli- 
ments to the abilities of the learned Lord, who, he faid, if 
he had fpokc unprepared, Ibswcd that he required no prepa- 
ration ; and if his fpecch was the effcdl of ftudy, it ftiew'cd 
that it wanted no corrc6tion* He wifhed that no debate had 
arilcn on this fubjeft, for unanimity would give great effeft 
to all their meafurcs. He fpokc much of the virtues and of 
the increafing profperity of the Irilb, of which he, and he 
believed the learned Lord, were witnellcs, and bn which they 
could.havc no diftcrcncc of opinion. That the queftion on 
their right of Icgiilation was involved in darknefs, if it was 
treated as a queftion of antiquity : but as the times had 
obliged them, in all countries, to confidcr fuch queftions in 
the abftiaft, ?nd to examine into the juft origin of power 
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atv! j:f)vernmcnr, there nil was dear and pbin. Ko lawQ 
cou!J he juft, but iuch as had the confent of the pronle, and 
all diftindlions on the head of internal or cv tci na! r, “julations 
bad been tried, and were vain. The doftrine w s general 
and unlimitAl, He did not quite apprehend the learned 
Lord’s idea on this fubjeft ; he had laid, liiat the right of 
this Icgillature to hind Ireland was never to he aflerted. 
Why then was it to he retained ? The poUcftlon of a right 
never to he aliened, wn^j, in his 0 ]>inion, of no value to any 
man, or any ft'atc ; and why then IhonKUhc learned Lord 
ohjCvl to the repeal of the a£f, dcclaringl'uch an empty right ? 
Would tlic leaincd Lord fay diftinftly what he meant to grant 
to Inland, and how far he would refift their claims ? If not, 
to ohjLft to what was propofed, without marking f)ut any 
other line ofconduft, was no fatisfaftory information to the 
Hoiife, nor agrcenhlc to the leaincd Loid’s underftnnding, 
which was hy no naeans indccifivc. As t'l the right of judi- 
cature, how that came to he* cxcrclfcd there, it was not diffi- 
cult to form a probable conjefturc. The Irifli at firft were 
unacquainted with the law of England; they had their Bre- 
hon law founded in harbarifm ; the rclbrt to this country was 
then obvious ; but how mucli was the cafe now altered ? they 
had a Houfe of Lords, confiding of men of great wiflorpy 
knowledge, and integrity, alliftcti by their judges, prefiimed 
to be qiialilied to advife in matter of law. How tedious and 
vexatious n courfc it was to procetd from their Common 
Pleas to ilicir Kfhg’s Bench, from thence to the King’s Jlcnch 
in England, and at lad to their Lordfhips ! What delay, and 
what oppreHion to the poor, when they miglil liijvc that great 
advantage of the Englifh conftitution, jufticc, adminiftcred 
at their own door ! After all, how did this right concern us? 
What atlvantagc was there in taking the trouble of deriding 
men’s law-fuits for them, if they did not ckoofe it ? •For his 
own parr, he thought this a matter wholly for the conlidcra- 
tion of the Irifh, and perfcftly indifferent to this country. 

With regard to Poyning’s law, he fhewed^ how often hills 
were mangled in either Privy Council, in luch a manner as 
to defeat the effc£k of them entirely. He inftanced particu- 
larly a militia hill, the treatment of which, he faid, had given 
life to the k'oluntccrs. He wondered that it Ihoulcl have been 
fuppofed the King’s negative was affefted by any alteration of 
Poyning’s law, that would ftill remain an effential past of the 
conftitution, to be cxercifed by advice of the Privy Council. 
Hede dared himfclf a ftrenuous friend to the monarchy, and 
VoL. VII. Ss though 
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though he was as good a Whig, and as zealous for the rights 
of the people, yet lie would aIwa^ s fiipport the juft prerogative; 
of the Crown, which was internoven with cvciy part of the 
conftitution. If he flioukl have the honour to Icrvc his Ma- 
jefty in his prefent otiicc, great part of the charge of fuper- 
vlfing the Irifli muft tall upon him ; and he did aiTure the 
Ploule, that he fhould mofc diligently attend to that duty, 
and fhould in no rcfpeQ be afraid to rcfift any improper aft, 
or to advife his Sovereign to make ule of his negative on any 
proper occalion. 

The mutiny aft he conf.dered as a ma’tcr of very fmall 
confequence, anomalous in its form, and unkcinly in a free 
ftate ; and he concluded with advifing their Loidfliips to look 
to the danger of ilv^t prefent moment, to the armed condition 
of Ireland. The requclls now made were not the voice of the 
parliament alone, they were propofed from every part of the 
kingdom ; Parliament not only echoed the voice ot a brave and 
an aimed, but a generous people * It was not a time to heft- 
taic, to delay, to ftand on nice form. The demands were 
made, and he dreaded wdiat might enfue if they were nut 
complied with. 

• Lord Loughborough rofc again, and affured the Heufe, that 
w«|hp he was unprepared on the particular motions, though un- 
doubtedly the queftions to which they related were not new 
to him. The courfe of bis ftudy and employment muft have 
led him to an enquiry into tbclubjcft, which enabled him to 
treat of it in general, though not with t^ic accuracy he 
wilhed. ills expeflation had been, that fome motion wou’d 
be offered on . that day, which would have been more properly 
difculfcd on a future day after conftdcration It was feme 
proof that he was unprepared, hccaufc what he laid had been 
miftaken, probably from the inaccuracy of his expreflion. 
The nofclc and learned Lord had not apprehended what he 
flattered himfclf he had ftated in inoft explicit terms, as to 
the claim of free legillaturc, and which he would endeavour 
to repeat. He had laid, that the right of this Parliament to 
bind Ireland, he thought never ought to be aU’ertcd, much 
Icfs excrciied, and therefore, that he had no objeftion to re- 
peal, in this refpeft, the aft of the 6tli of George L that he 
fhould have given a filcnt vote for leave to brings in the bill, 
and in every ftage of it fhould have voted for that bill fo con* 
fined ; but be objefted to a refolution that the aft ought to 
be repealed without any, exception, becaufe fuch a refolution 
he took, to be unparliamenury, and avoiding all the forms of 
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firft, fecond, and third reading. The noble and learned 
Lord had called upon him to fay what he would Rranr, and 
how far he would refill the demands of Ireland ? He was 
ready to anf^er, that he would grant nbthing to Ireland 
merely on the argument that it was demandoeb and he would 
grant every thing on the ground that it was rcafonablc. He 
did not affume to himfelf any greater iirmneis than other's 
pofldTccl in this degree of reliftancc, for it was founded on 
the jnft confidence he felt in ihc temper, alFcftion and wif- 
clom which the Irilh had manifefted in all their proceedings. 

He was from thence convinced, that it was only necellary to 
falisfy them that the intentions of this country were friendly 
and were fair, of which the unanimous dilpoluion to repeal 
the 6ih of George I. was a fufTicicnt pledge, and the Ir fli 
would conceive no jcalouTy that the deliberation with which 
\vc proceeded was hoflile lo tlieir intcrefts. That to grant in 
any other manner would only Icffeii the value of the gift, by 
humbling the giver, and it would be ablurd to expeft A return 
of gratitude for any favours fo conferred. He defired their 
Lordfhips would rccollcft that they had a.n intcreft in the wel- 
fare of the people of Ireland, and ought to be fatisfied that 
uliatWMs atked or propofed, was really advantageous, and 
with refpeft to their judicature, it was a duty they had no 
right to abdicate, or decline it as a trouble. 

Lord Vifeount Townfl^end was warm in his encomiums. He vlfc. 
faid, the Irifli had been amufed and deceived, and he was 
pcrfcftly fatisfied that nothing would fo elFeftually lend to 
throw both kingdoms into a ftate of confufion, a"s procrafti- 
nating matters ; whatever was done fiiould be done with a 
good grace, for he was convinced, that nothing fo cfFcftually 
led to the prefent fituation of that country as brcaglies of 
good faith on one fide, and a want of confidence on the 
other. 

Lord MhuriMj in a fhort, but pointed fpccch, removed 
the moft material objeftions urged by the Icarbcd Lord who ^ 
fj)oke before him. He particularly infilled, that the refolu- 
tions, fuch as they were, fhould now receive a negative from 
their Lordfhips, or their immediate approbation, for he was 
totally againftthe procraftinaiion recommended by the learned 
Lord at fo prcfTing acrifis. 

Lord Hetwk: faid, he agreed with the noble Lord in the LoH 
blue ribband, as to the propriety of the two refolutions which 
his Lordfhip had ofFered to the Houfe. His Lordfiiip rook * 
an opportunity of fpeaking vciy favourably of the Irifh 
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nation, whom he reprefented as loyal, brave, and, he believed 
moft firmly attached, from intcrcH and fentiincnt, to this 
country. 

The Duke of Lebiftcr (Lord Taplow) fpokejn fupport of 
the rcfolutionsivcry ftrongly, and entered into a kind of hifto- 
fical narrative of the firft beginnings of the armed aflbeiations, 
the general condufl: of Government and Parliament to the 
prefent time, and declared his opinion explicitly, that no- 
thing would content the Iri/li but the repeal of Poynmg’s 
law, and the mutiny bill, with a full and fpccific recognition 
of their light to legillate for thcmillvcs', and to acknowledge 
the power of no foi< ign judicature or Icgiflaturc whalibt ver. 

The Duke of C/.77;i V ipoke on tlic fame lidc, and l»*Mnicd 
the late mini dry for their altcrnaie duplicity and ncglt-c^. 
He aflured their Lordfhips, th.it alrhougli he podliied a cen- 
fidcrablc propel ty in that kingdom, it had no infiucnsC on 
his conduct, nor would afl'cet inc vole he might give that 
night. He knew tlic intcrefts of both countries were infepa- 
rablc and dcpendei.t upon each other, and that whatever 
materially injured or Icrvcd cither, muft auefl. both. 

I’lie ]3uke of RLbmyfjJ \ok ro anlVvcr fcvcral of the argu- 
ments of the learned I^onl who oppofed the refolutions ; re- 
commended unanimity as abfolutely neccHary, and faid, the 
refolutions are maintainable on the ground of policy. He 
ilifelaiincd the arguincm of granting from fear. 

Lord Lon^hlotorr^h rofc again, and faid lAiat argument was 
mot his, l)ut he had endeavoured to coml)at it when vifeci 
againft wh^jt he had urged as a rcafon for proceeding w ith lels 
precipitation. 

Thequeftion was then put on the firft propofition, and it 
was dcliied bv fomc noble Lord to be entered nemihc dijpn^ 
ttemeYh\M this produced a cry of No! no! The fecund 
rcfolution was :d!b agreed to. 

Lord Kel'pcl began his fpeech with remarking, that there 
was little ncceHity for him to fay much in cxcufe for not 
fooncr bringing the matter forward, which he fliould h.ive 
the honour to piopofc, bccaufe the Houfe, their Lordftiips 
Avell knew, had not fat lince the news arrived of one of the 
nioft important viftories, that the annals of this country had 
ever been diftinguifhed by. The concIuA oV Sir George 
Rodn,ey, in the late aSion in the Weft Indies, in point of at- 
tention, ability, and bravery, he declared as a profcftional 
man, had not only been uncommonly brilliant, but likely to 
prove of the moft folid advantage to us. Had not the noble 
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Earl, who would have been the more proper perfon to have 
announced that bufinefs to the Houfe, been too unwell to be 
able to attend, his Lordlhip faiJ, it would not have fallen to 
his lot to have made the motion he meant to conclude with; 
he had, however, from that noble Earl, full authority to de- 
clare, that in his opinion too much praile, and too high a re- 
ward, could not be bellowed on Sir George l>r\dgcs Rodney, 
for tlic very important and lignal fer vices he liatl rendered his 
country. As government had given the pul)lic whole, and 
entire, every lyllable of inforination they had received on 
the fubjeft from Sir George Rodney hiinfclf, it was, he ob- 
ferved, needlefs for him to take up the time of the Houfe in 
going into the particulars of the aftion. Confidered fully, 
the behaviour of the Admiral, all through the bufinefs, dc- 
llrved equally the admiir.tion and gratitude of every man in 
the kingdom ; the rare and attention with which he watched 
the French fleet while in port*, the aftivity and fpiric with 
which he purfueil them, the inftant they left the harbour, 
and the goodcondudl, attention, and valour, which hc‘exhi- 
biled in a battle, fought not for one clay only, but which, 
from beginning to end, took up feveral days, and was at lall 
crowned with the mod glorious fucccls, altogether raifed his 
charadlcrto a degree of exaltation and eminence, that few of 
the braved officers employed by his Majedy had ever rcacl^|^. 
His Lordihip laid, there might have brjcn advantages derived 
from fortune in tbjr event of the aftion, bur, abdrafted from 
every coniideration of that kinil. Sir George Rodney had be- 
haved fo judicioully, and I’u gallantly, that he merited much 
llronger culogiums than he had it in his power to make. No 
officer, however brave, could force fucli an opportunity as 
Sir George had experienced, of proving his ability. It de- 
pended entirely on the mutual dcflrc of the commandc/s of 
both fleets to fight fairly, and to pit the Itrtnglli of one 
fquadron againd the flrength of the* other, fo as to leave the 
Hfucof the day, to the trial of ikill and of condudt in the 
commanders, and the trial of firmnefs and bravery In the 
feamen. Such had been the manner in which the Biitifhand 
French fleets had met; and Sir George Rodney, greatly to 
his owrn honour, and his country’s advantage, had proved 
himfelf and h*s feamen greatly and glorioull y fupcrior to the 
enemy in point of conduft, intrepidity, and fjiirit. He 
trufted, therefore, that every one of their Lordlliips would 
readily concur in the motion which he fhould offer, and w hich 
confifted of three rcfolutions — the firft, for thanking the 
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Commander in Chief ; the fecond, for thanking Sir Samuel 
Hood, Admiral Drake, Commodore Affleck, Sir Charles 
Douglas, and the reft of the captains and officers of the fleet; 
and the third, for approving the conduftof the fcamen, ma- 
lincs, and tipops, on board the fleet. 

Being informed from the woolfack, that, according to the 
form of the Houfe, they muft be moved feparately, Lord 
Kcppcl moved the lirft. 

Lord Sandwich rofe to c::prcfs his hearty concurrence in the 
motion. His Lordfhip declared he feit himi’elf obliged to 
trouble the Houfe with a few words, in order to remove the 
prejudices occafioned by a report, which very fenfiblc clear- 
minded men had liftened to witK attention, and by which the 
world in general might be imprefled, much to his dil’ad vantage, 
and to that of thofe with whom he had lately had the ho- 
nour to fliare in the adminiftration of public aflfairs. What 
he alluded to, was, a report that the recall of Sir George 
Brydges Rodney, which was generally believed had been fent 
out to him, was the mcafure of his Majefty’s late minifters. 
The contrary was notoriouily the faft. So far from recalling 
Sir George Rodney, he fhoulcl not have fo much as thought 
of fuch a meafure, had he continued in offlee. He had always 
the higheft opinion of thatofficcr^s ability and bravery, and 
iigave him inexpreffible latisfaflion, that the occaiionof the 
prefent motion fo amply fuliillccl all the favourable opinions 
he had fo long entertained of Sir Georg^Rodney’s merits ; 
opinions which he had exprelHy declared in that Houfe years 
ago. He^eminded their Lordfhips, that this was the third 
or fourth time that Sir George Rodney had received the very 
high honour they were now about to vote him, and that he 
had taken no Icfs than three flag officers, a French Admiral, 
a Spanilh Admiral, and a Dutch Admiral. Thefe were 
inftances of merit and fuccefs, which it had fallen to the 
fhare of no one other commander to exhibit, and therefore 
they could not fail to render Sir George Rodney defcrvedly 
popular and dear to his country. His Lordfhip, after ftrong- 
ly prefling thofe great circumflances of character and credit 
to Sir Rodney upon the Houfe, faid, he had ever held it to be 
unwife and improper for either Houfe of Parliament to inter- 
fere with the executive government in the appointment of 
office;^, or their recall, he therefore would not now make 
any motion whatever refpeding the recall of Sir George Rod- 
ney, but without meaning to trouble his Majelly’s prefent 
I Miniflera 
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Minifiers with the leaft oppo'ltion, (hut, on the contrary, 
intending to lupport them to ihe utinoft of his power on the 
prefent motion, and in every other conftiuiiional mcafure 
they fliould propofe.) as he was upon his legs, he would beg 
leave to give rli^m his advice, and to tell them fairly and fully 
what he would do himfelf, were he in the lituation he had 
formerly had the honour to hold, and which was now held 
l)y the noble Lord who made the motion then before the 
Houft . Undoubtedly he would not recall Sir George Rod- 
ney, but, on the contrary, if a recall had been fent out, he 
would think it wife anti nccelfiry to difpatch a fvvift-faiiing 
frigate tob the Weft Indies, to countermand any fuch orders, 
and to leave the command there in the very able hands in 
which it was now placed. Let their Lordfliips rccolleft only 
what had been the conduft of Sir (leorgc Rodney as an Admi- 
ral ? He had I aft war been the commander of the enterprize 
againft Mariinic]ue, the moft. important poflcHion of the 
]?rcnch in the Weft Indies, ancf he had fignalizcd himfclf on 
other occafions. During the prefent war, when his country 
thought fit to call forth his fcrviccs, he had chcarfully ttiken 
upon him the command of a ficct, and had Icarccly got to 
fea, before news arrived of his having in a moll enterprizing 
and fpirited manner attacked a fleet of the enemy, and cap- 
tured the commander and the greateft part of his ftjundron. 
Ke had, after ihnr, taken Sr. Euflatius, gnil Ibmc fctilcments 
belonging to the Dutcli, on the continent of Souili America ; 
and now*, after a fSattlc of Icvcral days continuance, (and 
which the noble Lord who made the motion, hatl, as a gro- 
feflional man, afl'urcd the Houle, was one of the moft glori- 
ous and beft fought he had ever beard of,) he had broke the 
French fleet, captured and deftroyed eight (hips of the line, 
and one of them a firft rate, of one hundred and ten gyns, 
with the Commander in Chief on board. So that, in all, 
he had in the picfcnt w’ar deprived the enemies of ( jrcat Bri- 
tain of no IcTs than eighteen fail of the line, fixteen of which 
he had added to the navy of his country. Such Tuccefs, and 
fuch advantages, had followed the efforts of no one of our 
commanders before. Surely, therefore, the fcrvicc would 
not be benefited, nor the people of England at all pleafed, 
with having fo gallant and fo fortunate an officer recalled ; 
he himfelf muft, befides, feel that he was difgraced, having 
a junior fent out to fuperfede him, and take from him*his 
command, as it wxre, in the moment of viAory. His Lord- 
fhip laid, hie was aware, it might be objeAed againft what 
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1)C had fuggeftcd, that he couIJ not with certainty know, 
that any recall had been fent, or would he lent out to Sir 
George Rodney. Moft certainly, what he hrd,fpoken upon 
the fubjeft was founded upon mere furmife and rumour*; that 
rumour was^ however, generally credited, a*nd he fhould be 
inoft exceed mgiy happy to fee any of his Majefly's minifters 
rife, and hear him contradift the report, that fo univcrfally 
prevailed, with regard to the faft in queftion. He advifed 
the King’s prefent iervants cooly to reflt£l on the confcquence 
of the prefent motion, and in what fort of manner it mull 
be received uy Sir George Rodney ? Before it could reach 
him, Admiral Pigot, his junior officer, would hav« arrived, 
and by the orders he brought Sir (n*c>rgc, would have con- 
vinced him, that noivvilhftanding all the fuccefs that his abi- 
lity and wile exertions had gained for Great Britain, he had 
loll the confidence of his country, and was deemed lo unwor- 
thy to command any longer, -that it was even thought nccef- 
lary to fend out a junior officer to ruperfede him. Would any 
man in his fenfes argue, that this would not be felt by Sir 
George as a marked and heavy difgracc ? Or, confidcring 
the very important fcrviccs he had fo lately rendered his coun- 
try, would any man contend, that it would be wife or pru- 
dent to crop his laurels at the moment when lie wore them 
withilie greateft luflrc r Bcfidc*:, it was to l)C remembered, 
that the recall woul^ not biing Sir George Rodney lingly, 
but would alfo deprive the public cT the fcrviccs of another 
officer, of as high and diftinguifiu'd a charaifiLr as anv in the 
navy. If Sir Cicorge Rodney c?mc home, Sir Charles 
Douglas Vould come home; for being bis firft captain, 
it was the cullom for officers in fuch a fituation to ac- 
company the fortunes of their Commander in Chief, and 
Sir Charles Doughs and Sir Sir George would undoubtedly 
come together. His Lordfliip faid, it was the more unne- 
cclTary to recall Sir George Rodney, in order to place Mr, 
Pigot in his fituation juft now, lince, if the King’s fervants 
would only\vait a few months, the command would fall into 
their hands, becaufc, in all piobabilitv, at the end of the 
prefent campaign. Sir George would ftand in need of forac 
relaxation from the toils of war, and wifli to come home. 

He wiffied not to encroach upon the prerogative of the 
Crown. It belonged to the executive power furcly to appoint 
thole officers who were to fight the battles of the ftatc. It 
was his opinion, however, that in confiftcncy with precedent, 
and with the privileges of that Houfe, it would be mod pru- 
dent, and moll expedient, for their Lordfhips to advife his 
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Majcfty to continue an Admiral in the command, who pof- 
fclTed the confidence of the navv, and had added luftre to the 
Briiifli 

Whilft he wi(hed that the moft diftinguifhed honours might 
be conferred upon Sir (icorge Rodney ancf his officers, he 
thought they were even entitled to another fubftantial proof of 
their country’s favour, tic knew that the fortune of that Ad- 
miral was nor conliderahlc, and that it had been impaired by the 
unfortunate re-captu»e of Sr. Euftatius ; he therefore thought, 
that whilft t hgir LordOiips conveyed their fentiments of their 
higli approl^PNli of his conduff, they ihould a!fo teftify their 
finccrity of regard, by beftowing upon him an ample provL- 
fion for life. 

Having ftated this very fully, his Lordflfip faiJ, as he was 
juft then in the praflirc of giving advice, he would offer a 
little more to his M ijcfty’g miniftt rs on the prefent occafion. 

Report had got abroad, that there was an intention to beftow 
a Peerage on Sir George RoJiuy. If lo, his Lordftiip faid, 
be hoped that the degree of the honours beftovved would bear 
fomething like a proport. on to the degree of merit which 
called for them. Surely, if it was thought proper to make 
Sir George Rodney a Peer, in that cafe his Majcfty would 
be advifed to place him above the rank of a Baron ; were he 
in a fituation to counfel the Crown, ^hc fliould advife the cre- 
ating him an Karl or a Vifeount at leaft. l,ct the Houle 
recolleil for wliat fcrviccs other Admirals had been created 
Peers. The two moll in his own recollcflion, were Lord 
Anfon and Lord Hawke. With the latter, Ifc Iiad lived on 
terms of grtat intimacy; with the former, he was not fo 
well acquainted, but had always a high opinion of his merits. 

In Lord Hawke’s cafe, their Lordlhips might rccollcfk there 
was moft ample caufc for honour and reward, but ftill, 
thinking as he did of the late viflory, under all its circum- 
ftances, he thought the Admiral who had won it was well 
deferving of a more diftinguifhed rank in^hc Peerage than 
that of Baron. * 

Lord Keppcl fhorlly ftated, that the whole of what his Lord 
Lordfhip hall thrown our, refpefting the recall of Sir George K.«Pi’ek 
Rodney, •proceeded upon the vague report and fable of the 
day. There was no official evidence of the cxiftence of fuch 
a thing before the Houle, and it was therefore impiopcr to 
dwell upon it. The noble Lord, continued he, hasexprefled 
a fervent wifh that the moft diftinguifhed honour fhould be • 
lavifhed upon Admiral I^gdney and his officers. To what 
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caufe Is this zeal to be afcribed ? Why did not fo ardent a 
principle blaze forth during his own admlniftration of naval 
affairs ? Were not the virtues of Sir Samuel Hood known 
and confeffed ? and yet the virtues of that officer lived in the 
ncmory of his LVdlhip, without the (hadow of reward. 

Lord Hawlu obferved, that the late vidory had been brought 
into comparifon with that obtained by his noble anceftor. 
He did not wifh to diminiih the glory of the one, or to 
heighten the fplendour of the other : he would, however, take 
the liberty to obferve, that the viflory obtai ned b y his noble 
relation, though it might be Rated as lets bl|M|nt, was not 
lei's important in its effe^l. At the period it ms acquired, 
this country trembled on account of the combined force of 
her enemies. — Thirty thoufand French threatened an inva- 
iton of Ireland, which had only five thoufand to defend it. 
Had this event taken place, it would have I'urcly been fol* . 
lowed up by one of a more ferious nature to the intereft of 
tliis country : To that the defeat of the fleet of our enemies, 
iuRcad of being infi^nificant, faved th s kingdom. 

Lord Stormont, in a Ihort I'peecb, gave his hearty concar> 
rence to the prelent motion. He dwelt at fome length upon tiie 
bravery and condufl of Sir CJeorgc Rodney and his officers, 
and beftowed the moft elaborate encomiums upon them. A 
noble Lord, faid he, has j;emaTked upon the viflory obtained 
by his iUuilridus anceftor. — I do not wifh to diminifh its 
glory — it was great in itfelf — it was important in its con- 
fequences. — > I'hc circumftances that added a luftre to its 
fume, were, however, different from thol'e which give a hriU 
liancy to that obtained by Admiral Rodney. Though fupe- 
rior to the enemy in force, yet be had the elements of hea- 
ven to coiytend againft — he fought in a ftorm — he ei^aged 
the foe upon its own coaft, and upon that theatre he conquered 
it. The cafe of Sir George Rc^ney was different ; be met 
a fuperior force in a calm — every gun was regularly and de- 
liberately ftyled, «nd every gun told. I theiefore contend, 
that there is no inftance in the Britifh hiftory of a more fplen- 
did vidory, taken in coDnc£tion with all its circumftances ; 
brilliant in itl'clf, it wilt be equally fortunate in its confe- 
quences, as it will probably terminate that war of 'ambition 
in which the natural enemy of this country is engaged ; and 
Spreading terror over the continent, will difpofe the fees of- 
fhis country to liften to the ovcrtuies of peace. 

The Duke of Mambejler bq;an a (hort fpeech, with (ffi- 
ftrving, that it was extrcaely oifficnlt .for him to lay aoy 

thing 
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thing worth their Lordlhips attention^ when there was no 
quefiion to combat. His Grace faid, he lamented that an^ 
thing like a oomparifon between the merits of Sir George Rnd- 
aOey, and the merits of Lord Hawke, or any other officer - 
who had diftinguifhed himfeif in the fervice of hb country, 
had been that day ftarted. He had hoped thjT motion would ' 
have pafled unanimoudy, and that nothing would have been 
introduced in the courfe of their Lordfltipaconverfatioa, that 
Jooked fo like dctrafting from the merits of Lord Hawke, u 
what had fallen on that point from the noble Earl who (poke 
lecond in the debate. Since Lord Hawke’s afiion had been 
mentioned, he felt it incumbent upon him to remind their 
Lordlhips, that there was more of the daring fpirit of entcr- 
prife in that adair, even than in the late affiir of Sir Georgo 
Bridges Rodney, great and glorious as it confell'edly was. 

Lord Hawke had certainlyVaved his country by his bravery 
and fpirit. He had encountered the enemy in a winter fea* 

Ion, a ftorray fea, and dole upon their own coafts. His 
Grace faid, he was perfeAly anonidted at the condaft of 
the noble Earl. He had, for the firft time that ever he had 
witneiTed fuch conduA, taken upon him to interfere with the 
executive government, and even to interfere with the royal 
prerogative. The appointment of officers, and their recall, 
oudit to lie wholly with minifters, Who were to be refiwnfililc 
to Parliament, ^f they aded improperly in cither inllancc. 

The Crown alfo was to be the fountain of honour and of re- 
ward, and not Parliament. His Grace gave bi» hearty aflcnc 
to the motion. 

Lord Sandwich replied. He declared, that fo far from in- 
terfering with government, be had expreffiy made his objee- Saadwich. 
tion to any interference of the nature cenfured by the noble 
Duke, and had therefore fet out with faying, that he would 
propole no motion, but would merely fuggeft to the King’s 
preient fervants, by way of advice, what«hc fliould have 
thought it right to have done himfeif were he in power. Feel- 
ing as be did, that the recall of Sir George Rodney would 
be extremely dilliked by the whole nation, and feeling what 
was ftili o( more importance, that it would create difunion 
and want of confidence in government among the officers 
and Teamen of a fleet, agreed on all bands to m united to a 
man, he had Hated the impolicy of fuch a conduA, as recal- 
ling Sir George Rodney juft when he was in the /xnith of 
Aiccefs and vidory. With regard to what he had faid rcfpcA- 

T t a • ing 
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ingthe lafc Lord Hawke, he was aftoniflicd to hear it im- 
puted to him, ihat he had the Icaft defign to detraft from 
that gallant officer’s merit, or to draw any conclufion from a 
comparifon of st,- with that of Sir George Rodney, thah 
tended to depreciate Lord Hawke’s fervices in any the 
fmalleft degree. He had no fuch intention, and he had, 
previous to his allufion to the difference in point of impor- 
tance, between tl^c event and coorequcnccs of Sir George 
Rodney’s late viflory over De Gralle, and Sir Edward 
Hawke’s viftory over Conilans, declared his full approbation 
of Sir Edward Hawke’s advancement to a Peerage, ackiww- 
Icdging, af the fame time, the fplcndonr of his condufV, as 
well as its great fcrvice to his country. Sir Edward, he was 
aware, fought in November, in a fea fo boiftcrous, that one 
of the enemy’s ihips overfet aqd went down; Sir George 
Rodney, on the other hand, fought the French fleet on a 
day fo fine, that it was almoft a pcr(e£l calm ; a circumftance 
evident from Sir Cicoigc’s own expreflion, that every fliot 
told.” Hawke fought agai nil a cowardly foe; Rodney 
againfl: a brave one. 

The Duk? of iKuhmond ttooA up, and regretting very lin- 
ccrely that lie liad it not in his power to attend the caily dif- 
cuflion of the prefent motion, oblervcd, that a great deal 
had been thrown out in his hearing, rel'pcfling the recall of 
Admiral Rodney. He did not know upon v^nat ground fuch 
rcaibning procecd-vd, and did not even fee but that the mca- 
fure, fu|>pof;ng it had been adopted^ might not l^e juftified r 
^V as not the fiatc of Sir George Rodney’s health fuch as might 
render fuch a llcp both ncccllary and expedient r Had he not 
returned formerly in the Gibraltar at a moft critical period ? 
Thougii he remarked, however, upon the circumftance of 
his health, he by no means wilhcd to derogate from the merits 
of a man who had rendered fuch clfcntial fervices to his coun- 
try, On the contrary, continued he, 1 view the viftory he 
has obtained as a glorious one. It is recommended to public 
attention by the moft ftriking circumftances. Other vidories 
were obtained by fleets and armies, who placed a confidence 
in the fidelity and wifdom of counfellors and ftatefmen who 
managed the helm of this great empire. The prefent conqueft, 
however, was extended by a licet who had loft their confidence 
in an adminiftration which had brought this country to the 
veree of ruin. 

His Lordftiip remarked upon the zeal of the late mintfters 
to bellow boaours aad favours upon thofe whom they had 

neglcAed 
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neglcSccI to fervc during the courfe of their own adminiftra- 
tion. He faid, Sir Samuel Hood had I’urely merited ibme 
marks of diftinfiion, and yet that gallant officer had obtained 
no reward. • 

It wa<i the firft time, his Grace faid, that he had ever heard 
it debated in that Houfe, whether any man, let his merit be 
what it would, ought to be created a l^ccr of Parliament or a 
Peer of In^nd, a Duke, or an Arch-Dukc, He particu- 
larly noticca what Lord Stormont and Lord Sandwich had 
laid, of the neceffity of employing officers, in whom the navy 
had a confidence. The deftrine was new in their mouths, 
and contrary to their conftanc prafticc in office. Their 
cuflom hid ever been to drive thofc officers from the fcrvice, 
in whom the navy had tlie greateft confidence, and thus to 
deprive the public of the fcrvjce of the ablcft commanders. 

If, therefore, Sir George RcJdncy had any more particular 
merit than Sir Edward Haw’kc, it arofe from this circum- 
ftance. Sir Kclward Hawke had a full confulcnce in govern- 
ment; the adniiniftration of aflaiis were then placed in fuch 
able hands that bcdi army and navy relied with fafety on 
thole who held the government. On the other hand, fuch 
had been the condnet of the late Adminiftration, that no 
officer dared uuft them; and Sir Cicorge Rodney, in conic- 
qucnce, was entitled to the highcr^dcgrcc of praife, for 
having, with a llPct dilpirited, and wanting confidence in the 
Admiralty, done fo much as he had done. His Grace added 
fcvcral more arguments, and gave the motion hist full alTcnt. 

Lord LriUgLL^i in a fpccch delivered with great ani- 
mation and eloquence, declared his aftomffiment at the turn 
the converfation had taken, and that on luch a day as that, a *'* 
run fhould be made at the laic adminiftraiion. He vfas not, 
he laid, the Icaft furprifed at heaving a noble Lord, high in 
office, declare, he would give no anfwcr whatever toqueftions 
upon lulijefts that Houfe, as a Houle of Parlia^nent, was per- 
feftly competent to difeufs, and which neccflhrily every one 
of their Loi^Pjiips had a right to fugged and propofe. A 
noble Duke, who fpokc laft but one, had fat out with de- 
claring, he •found it difficult to fay any thing worth their 
Lordmips attention, when there was no queftion before the 
Houfe. Was that the cafe ? On the contrary, was there not 
a queftion propoled regularly and formally, which was of a 
very comprehenfive nature, and which extended itftlf more 
or lefs to every one of the circumdances alluded to by a noble 
Earl near him ? Was it unrSafouablc, unfairf or foreign from 
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tbe fubjeft to aik, when a queftion conveying very high ho> 
nourto Sir George Rodney for ferviccg to his country of the 
moil meritorious and important nature, was under difculfion, 
whether miiyfters who propofed fuch a queftion, either had 
tendered it, or intendea to render it nugatory, abfurd, and 
ridiculous, by fuffering Sir George Rodney, before he could 
have notice of the honour meant him by their Lordfhips, to 
undergo the mortification and difgrace of being ^perfeded by 
a junior officer, and of being obliged to entertaro the unwel- 
come aiTurance, that he was deemed wholly unworthy the 
farther confidence of his country ? Surely, fo far from luch a 
qoefiion to minillers bearing the conftrudion that had been 
put upon it, it was perfectly reafonable, and in every point 
of viewfiriAly necciTary. A great deal bad been faid of Sir 
George Rodney’s merit, and though it had been allowed on 
all hands to be great, an attempt had been made to idiminilh 
its degree, and to damp the luftre of his glory and renown, 
by endeavouring to point out the condua of Sir Edward 
Hawke as more meritorious. Let all the circumftances of 
the two events he fairly confidereJ, and he was perfuaded no 
one f^rd would think it any injury to Sir Edward Hawke’s 
wcINearncd reputation, if he placed the balance of the com- 
parilbn in the (calc of Sir George Rodney’s merit. Both the 
officers in quellion bad rendered eminent fervices to tlieir 
country, and both deferved its full gratitude and efteem. 
But in right reafoning, comparing Sir George Rodney’s con- 
duA with ^hic of the late Lord Hawke was unjuft to both, 
bccaufe the circumftances of the two aAions were diftinfl in 
their nature, and ncceftarily different in their confequences. 
The true point of companion was to compare Sir George 
Rodney’s condud, and the importance of the event of that 
conduct with thccondufl and confequences of any other ac- 
tion in the courl'e of the prefent war. Upon fuch a view of 
it, it would tjc found to ftand fupereminent, and to be above 
all comparilbn, becaufe in the whole of the war it would be 
found, that there neither was any one event fixed upon, 
that had been at all parallel to it, in the condua that led to 
the confequences, or in the confequences themiplvcs. In the 
adion in which Sir George Rodney, happily for himlclf, and 
moft liappily for his country, had fo eminently and fo gloii- 
oully diftinguilhed hinifelf, there was 

AH the pride, pomp, and circumllance pf war, 

. and what gave.it fo much fplendour, was,' the ihining orna- 
ments 
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ments and illaftrioiH fpoils acquired by the viftory : the 
Commander in Chief, an able and experienced officer, taken 
prifoner on board the largeft ihip in the whole of hit deety 
fitted ocit with infinite compictencfs, and at an yiunenfe ex- 
pence, avowedly the pride and vanity of France, boafting 
the name of its capital, and univerfally pronounced by ita 
fabjeAs invincible ! This it was, that heightened the glory 
of the event, that jaftly raifed the fpirits Of Englifhmen, 
properly feeling, proud at a circumftancc'that rcfleAed lo 
much honour on the valour and intrepidity of Britilh feamcn, 
and the good conduft, firmnefs, and undaunted courage of the 
Commander in Chief and all his officers ! So far from the fleet 
under Sir George Rodney l)eing difpiritcd and wanting con- 
fidence, as the noble Duke, who fpoke laft, had aflcrted, hia 
Lordfliip declared the reverfe was evidently the fa£l. The 
fleet Were to a man full of fpiri^, and united in the fulleft 
confidence in their Commander ; he had led them on to vic- 
tory ! be had taught them liow to conquer ! Nothing then 
but the maddeft and moft lunatic dil'dain of all prudence, and 
difregard of all wifdoin, could dictate tlve perfevering in the 
folly of feparating feaincn high in fpirit, and flufhed with 
viftory, from a Commander whom they had, by repeated fuc- 
cefles, been brought to confuler as an infpired officer, the pe- 
culiar favourite of Providence, and the cbofen inflrument of 
Heaven’s vengeance gn the foes of their country ! On fucli a 
day therefore as this, when a circumftance of fo much na- 
tional glory was under confideration, he was not a Ut|le afto- 
.nilhed to nnd the cuflom of reviling a !atc adminiftration re- 
forted ro, and revived; and the more cfpccially, as it muft on 
all bands be acknowledged, that the very viftory, every one 
df their Lordlhips was willing to allow, deferved to have the 
authors of it fpoken of in terms of the highefl coinmendation 
and praife, was owing to the wife appointment of officers, 
and the careful preparations of force, of thofe who bad been 
his Majefty’s late minifters, and whom therefore fie bad ex- 
peAcd, would have had the cold juftice done them at leaft, of 
having it allowed^that however faulty, and however liable 
to cl^lenge and cenfore their condufi might have been in 
oflier refpeiEls, iifrhis it merited to have it faid, that they 
had done well. His Lordlhip declared, he felt himfclf to be 
,as impartial upon the fubjcQ as any one member of that 
Houfe, becaufe, though he had a great pcrfonal regard for 
ieveral of the late Adminiftration, arifing from perfonal inti- 
macy, and a high refpefl for others, whom he tyas not ac- 
quainted, 
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quainted with, but of whofe abilities he entertained a good 
opinion, it fo happened, that he had no acquaintance with 
the noble Lord who had been lirft Lord of the Admiralty, and 
DO reafon whatever, to think he had ever owed him a fihgle 
obligation, farther than that which he had fhared in com- 
mon with every other perfon who had occaiion to have accefs 
to him upon public buiinefs, viz. the being always treated 
with lingular ^litcncfs and civility. So far from entertain- 
ing a panial opinion in his favour, having been accultomed 
to hear repeated ccnlurcs of the condu6f of the Admiralty, 
from the noble Duke and others, convinced as he was that the 
greateft part of thofe cenfures were wholly unmerited, he 
had, upon the whole, conceived, that there could not be fo 
much blame imputed without there being caufe for fome of 
it ; and thence he had perfuaded himfclf, that fome of it 
would ilick, as due to the conduct of the noble Lord. In 
the prefent indance, however, it was but cold and barren 
juiiice to declare, W'hat the faft fully proved, that the noble 
Lord had great merit in providing fo jjowerful a fleet during 
fuch a fummer of depreflion as the laft was, and fitting it out 
with fuch a quantity of ftores as Sir George Rodney in his 
own letter declared it had. With regard to the noble Lord’s 
not rewarding Sir Samuel Hood, who had undoubtedly be- 
haved with inlinit(;„fkill, fpirit, and bravery, it ought to be 
remembered, that it was not in the noble Lord’s power. 
From a confidciation of dates, it would be found, that when 
the news of the affair of St. Kitl’s, which did that gallant 
ofllccr lb much credit, arrived, the noble Earl rauft be 
aware the power he then held would foon pafs into other 
hands, and that he Ihould be liable to abundant and fevere 
cenfure, it he, in the interval, propofed any mcafure, like 
rewarding an uflicer of his own appointment. Partiality, 
improper preference of his own creatures, and a variety of 
other unfair, hut grating imputations, would have been fug- 
gefled againft him ; to which, confidcring the temper of the 
times, it would have been impoflible to have given any an- 
fwer, that would have been fufiiciently fatisfadory to the 
public to have cleared his character from the prejudices and 
fufpicions, generated by fuch attacks as he had jul): men- 
tioned. 

The Duke of AluncljeJltr faid a few words, in anfwer to 
what Lord Loughborough had faid, refpcffiDg his argu- 
ment. 


The 



The Duke of Richmond alfo re|>liaf» anJ began by faying^ Duke of 
the noble Lord liimfclf was not correfl: in elutes ; for the 
firft piece of condnft of Sir Samuel Hood, that merited re- 
ward, took place two years ago. His Grace replied to two 
points, which, he faid, he could not let pafs ; the firft was, 
an expreffion which the noble and learned Lord had dropped, 
he dared to fay, without meaning it to convey that idea 
abroad, which, by mifconftruflioii might be put upon it: the 
expreflion was, that he had faid, the licet under Sir George 
Rodney w^as difpirited, and InJ a want of c(3nfidcncc.” 
Certainly it was far from his meaning to fiv, that tlic offi- 
cers and feamen on boaid the fleet under Sii George Rodney 
wanted fpirit, or had not a full confidence in that Ci»mmandcr. 

He knew to the contrary, and only mciint t’:cconduft 

of the late Hor.iil of Admiralty hail been fucli ..s demonflrated 
to the whole navy, that no confidence could be placed in 
them. With regard to what the nolile and learned Lord had 
faid of the late aftion being, beyond all comparilbn, ,ihc moft 
glorious of any that had ha|)pciKd in jlic eouile of the prefent 
war, hcdcnieil the faft. If great thingf might be compared 
with Icfs*, which according to their extent ucic c<)u:illy bril- 
liant, the conduct of ■\dmiral llarring'on in his late engage- 
ment off Brefl, rnd that of Captain Jaivi'j, in taking the 
Pegafe, were to i^ic full as glorious ; the conduft of Captain 
Jarvis, in paiiicular, deferved every poflihlo txpieflion of 
admiration and piaifc; to continue clofe engaged with a fliip 
of equal force for lb long n time, and to contrive to deftroy 
two hundred of the enemy, .;r.d to lofe fo very few, and at 
the fame lime have, lb few wounded, proved iincommon dif- 
cipline, conduft, and mcr.t. To favc the life of a j:itizcn 
was allowed by the Romans to merit a eivie crown, what 
then was due to Captain jarvis ? In unlwer to what Lord 
Loughborough had laid, of tlic Miniftcis not having time 
enough to reward Sir Samuel Hood, he obfei-fed, that they 
had found time enough to reward themfelves. As a proof of 
this alfcrtion, he inftanced ihe cafe of Loul North’i having, 
after he had dedaved his adminid ration was at an end, pro- 
cured a penflbn of 400CI. a year for iiimfclf. His Grace alfo 
mentioned the additional penfion of icool. a year granted to 
Lord Loughborough, and faid, wifliing as he did, toTcc the 
Judges independenr, he could not l)ut think the looking up 
to the Crown for penfions, when Parliament had declared its 
difapprobaiion of a further jncrcafc of the incomes of the 
Judges, was in his opinion highly improper. ^His Grace con- 
VoL. VIL Uu eluded 
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cluckd with afluring the noble Lord, he meant nothing |>er- 
fonal to him ; and reminded him, that he had not introduced 
the fubjeft. 

Lord Loughlorough rofe again, and faid, although he had 
no idea, that in the difeuflion of a motion for the thanks of 
that Houfe to be voted to Sir George Rodney, matters im- 
Dicdiatcly perfonal to him, would have been introduced, yet 
the introduftion of any fuch matters ihould not induce hiin 
to defift from that line of condiift, which he thought it in-^ 
ciiinhcnl on him to purfuc. With rcganl to his additional 
penfion, he was ready to acknowledge, in as full a manner as 
the noble Duke’s candour, bberaliiy, and good humour could 
expcfl, that fucli a mark of the royal bounty was wholly un-^ 
merited on his part. It had not btcn alkcd for in an unbe- 
coming manner by him, and wa^ not an unprecedented grant. 
Neither was it, hij* L^'rdfliip explained, perfonal to him, the 
giant haring been made merely as an addition of income, 
which it was thought becoming his place to have allotted to 
it. 

The Duke of Ri‘'hmonJ and Lord Loughborough were up 
fcvcral times on ih'> particular poinr. 

At length llic Lord CkinccHor \ o\q^ and began with dif- 
claiiningany intention of touching much upon the point laft 
alluded to, or the comparifon between the event of Lord 
Hawke’s aflion and riiat of Sir George Rodney. He faid, 
he was perfuadud it was pcrfeclly conliftent with the confli- 
tution to encrcafc the incomes of the Judges, in the manner 
in which his learned friend’s income had been cncrcafed, and 
he dated fcvcral precedents to lupport w'hat he had faid on the 
fubj^ft. With regard to the recall ofSir George Rodney, his 
Lordfhlp faid, none but a child would argue upon it, fo as 
to council it in any manner whatever with the late great and 
eminent fuccefsof that commander. They were diftinft and 
feparatc matters, and he would pledge himfclf lo to argue 
them, whenever a (]uedion upon it Ihould be brought for- 
ward. His Lordiliip coincided a good deal in opinion with 
the Duke of Richmond, and faid, if Minifters had co will 
of their own, and were not capable of ailing by their opi- 
nions, but were to comedown to that, or the other Houfe of 
rarliamenl for advice, upon particular executive mcafurcs, 
Uiey were unjit to be Minifters, as they ought to be afliamed 
|;o ail upon the judgments and opinions of other men, and 
notuppn thole of their own forming. 

motions v;cre all pac^ and' agreed to nenum difjiniime. 

Lo! J 
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Lord Loughborough then rofe, and faid, there was an cflen- Lord 
tial point their Lordlhips feemed to have forgot, and which 
the precedents on their Journals flicwcd upon great and lignal *^*^**^ 
viftories to be cuftottiary, and that was, to congratul.^tc his 
Majclly on the fuccefs of his arms. After foinc further pre- 
face on the fubjeft, his Lordfliip moved, 

That an humble addrtfsbc prefented to his Majefty, to 
congratulate his Majefty on the late fignal fuccelVcs of his 
powerful and well appointed fleet in the Weft Indies, and to 
exprefs our reliance on the Divine Providence, that thofe fuc- 
ceffes, fo conducive to an honourable and advantageous peace, 
may obtain a farther extent, from the bravery of the It amcn^ 
the approved conduft of their commanders, and tlic wifdoni 
sof his Majefty^s councils.” 

lihtLord called for precedents, and faid, he thought The r^rd 

according to the ordinary cotu'l’e of proceeding, ihat fuch ^ 
motion as that now made, fliould have been made iirft of any, 
or not at all. 


Lord Loughborough (hcwccl that it was made at the proper ^ 
period, as it was aconclufion built onjhc jjicmiles cftaldiflied 
by the former rcfolutions. His LorcHhip rc:ul liie precedent 
in the cafe of the capture of Porto Bello by Admiial Vernon. 

The Lord Chancellor thought that a riad precedent, and pro- 
pofed to leave out the words powerful and welb appointed ' * 

fleet ; and objefled to the words to conducive to an lionouraldc 
and advantageous peace, as refting more than was prudent on 
a fanguine, but a mere political opinion. 

Lord Kcppcl faid he would never confent to the words well- L'r4 Kep-. 
appointed, becaufc he muft full know more than lie did of the 
condition of the fleet. It might be well appointed, but he 
was not fure it was fo. As to the conclufion relative its 


leading to a peace, he aikeJ, were the enemy extirpated 
from the Weft Indies r And afterwards ftatcci their power 
ftill to fliew thcmfelvcs formidably. 


Lord Loughborough agreed to leave out the wRrds powerful Lord 
and well-appointed*, (though he referred to Sir ( ieorge Rod- 
ney^s letters for the proof of them) bccaufc Lord Kcppcl had ^ 
faid in his place he did not know that the fluct vwas powcriul 
and well appointed. Lord Loughborough alfo agreed lO 
leave out the words fo conducive to an honourable and ad- 


vantageous peace, though, be faid, he had only uled *thcin 
in a moral fenfe, as cxprcfGve of the foie end of viftory. 
But as other Lords had underflood them in a political fen e, 
to denote that this viflorv imift be the caufc ut peace, and 

'Uu a " that 
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that was not his meaning, he bad no objcAion to omit them 
entirely. 

The Earl of Thc Earl of Sandwich rejoiced at the noble and learned 
Sandwich. confcntlng lb omit thc words powerful and well ap- 

pointed, bccailfe they conveyed a fidc-wind approbation of 
his conduff, which was a fort of approbation he by no means 
dclired. 

Lord Afli- Lord j^Jhbtirt:n complinnented the noble Earl on his can- 
burton. dour, but ftarred, as a third objeftion to thc motion, that it 
Hill, by a fidc-wind cenfure, reprobated the meafure of re- 
calling Sir George Rodney. 

The motion then read by the clerk was, 

That an humble addrcls be prefented to his Majcfty, to 
congratulate his Majefty on thc late fignal liiccefl’cs of his 
tlect in thc Weft Indies, and to exprefs uur reliance on thc 
Divine Providence, that thofe fucceflls may obtain a far- 
ther extent, from thc bravery of the leamen, the approved 
conduft of tlicir commanders, and thc wifdom of his Ma- 
jefty’s councils.*’ 

An amendment was moved by thc Duke of Richmond to 
leave out the words licet in thc Weft Indies, and infert the 
word tlcet, fo as to comprehend Admiral JJarringion and 
Captain Jarviji’i» fuccefs 

l-wd Lord hjupjkrouph in reply faid, what thc noble Duke had 

propofed, reminded him of the anl’wcr Auguftus, thc Roman 
hmperor, gave thc Ambairailors of TfOy, who came to 
Rome two years after his Ion’s death, to condole with him 
on tliat event. His reply was, “ I condole with you on the 
death of Hc£tor.” 

The Lord T\\Q Lord Chanedh^ fupported thc Dukcof Riclimond, and 
ChfthceUor. recommended a reduftion of the motion to the mere congra- 
tulation of his Majcfty, without mixing in it any pofitivc 
dee fion upon faf\s. 

Lord Stormont and Earl Bathurft fupported Lord Lough- 
borough. At length there was a divilion, and the words 
were left out by a majority of 37 to 5, 

It was then moved toiniert the word fleets, and afterwards 
to leave out all the following words of the motion ; both 
which were carried, and the Houfc adjourned^ 

May 28. 

Paffeil the Exchequer loan bill, and the inland bills of ex- 
change bill; and oidered the Lords to be fummoned for 
Tliunday* 

*• ' ALay 
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May 29. f 

King Charles’s Rcftoration — a ftatc holiday. 

• May 30. 

The Earl of moved that a Committee he ap- The r..iri of 

pointed, to confidcr whether it would be proper and praftica- 
ble to build a gallery in that Houfe, for the admillion of 
ftrangers. The Houle, after a fliort debate, divided upon 
the motion : for it, 31 ; againft it, 30. ^ 

A Committee was therefore appointed, to confuicr the bu- 
finefs, and report : but the Houfe difa^rcal to the rcjfcrt. 

This matter being difcullcJ, their Lonifliips next pro- 
ceeded to read the reafons given in by ihe Houle of Commons, 
at their late conference, relative to the amendment upon the 
contraftors bill. 

A fliort converfation took place, in which f.ord Alhbvirton 
and the Earl of Coventry gaic their opinions for not infifting 
on the amendment. 

The Ltiul ChauccHor rofc in reply, and contcndal, that it TheT-ord 
would be improper, and precipitate i' their Jjordfhips, to Chancellor, 
drop the amendment without prcviofilly fnbinirting their ica- 
fons for having adopted ir, to the Hou'e ol Comimms. Ho 
thought fuch :i menfure would l>c highly inexpedient and un- 
becoming. He went into the merits of the caufc, and th;cvv 
out a variety of fimilar aigcmcnts in^favour of the amend- 
ment, to that \^ich he Iiad fuggefied on a former occnfion. 

He then moved the Houfe, that their Lordihips do infill on 
the amendment. • 

The Duke ot Richj::c)id could not fee the force of the Lord Duke of 
Chancellor’s argument. He faid the Houfe of Commons 
were already well acquainted with the arguments which had 
decided their Lordfhips in favour cf the amcndmcht ; and 
that it would be much moic becoming, at once, not to infill 
upon it. 

The motion being read, the Houfe dlvltVd, when there 
appeared, for jnfiffing on the motion, contents, 10 ; not 
contents, 30. Majority, 20. 

No debate. 

June 3. 

The Earl Hi ijhrcvyj) rofe to call the attention of the Therarlof 
Koulc, for a k;v moments, to a matter of conliderablc im- 
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portance. His Lordfhip fald, he had received fcvcral letters 
from Ireland, from which he found that great iinealincfs was 
arifing in that country, with regard* to the real inrention of 
the Britifli Parliament, to ibliow up their late relblutions, 
with fuch proceedings as ikould give them effeft. He re- 
minded their Lordihips that three weeks had elapfed, lince 
both Houfes had aloioft unanimouily (with a iingle negative 
only in the upper) agreed to relblutions for the relief of Ire- 
land, one of which was,, that the aft of the 6th of George I. 
ought to be repealed. As the public had agreed that the fta- 
tutc he^ had juft mentioned, ought to be repealed, he begged 
to enquire of the noble Lord in his eye (Shelburne) why it 
was not repealed ? or why fome proceeding for that purpofe 
had not been begun ? There was alfo a bill, the noble Earl 
faid, which, when he had the honour to be in adminiftration, 
had been fent over from Ireland, but he knew not what was 
become of it now. The bill to which he was alluding, came 
from a learned, great, and very confideral)lc man in that 
country ; from a gcnilcman who meant well to government ; 
and who, from his firft appearance in public, had made the 
public good his chief ftudy ; that gentlcm*an feeing, that from 
denying that the Irilh were bound by an aft of the Englifh 
Parliament, the greateft part of the property of Ireland was 
loofened ; and finding that infinite alarms prevailed from that 
confidcration, brought the bill in queftion into the Parliament 
of that kindom, with a view to quiet the ahwms of the peo- 
ple ; and to cure the mikhiefs that threatened to flow from 
a declaration, that England could not IcgiJlatc for Ireland. 
His Lordfliip faid, he was treating of Mr. Yelverton’s bill, 
winch he iindcrftood was paufed upon in the Privy Council ; 
it not being deemed fafe or proper to lend the bill back to 
Ireland,, before Ibmcthing was done by Parliament, towards 
the aftual repeal of the 6tli of George I. He wiflicd ihere- 
forc that they might be as little delay as poifible. The time, 
he obllTvcd, was critical, and particularly fo with refpeft to 
Ireland, it being juft on the eve of a variety of meetings of 
aflbciation<!, in which, though the general fenfe of each alTcm- 
bly might be, what he was very well latisfied it would be, — 
that there was no caufe whatever of rufpicioo qf the good 
intentions of this country ; yet feme imprudent man might 
get up unadvlfeJly, and fuggeft matter of alarm, and matter 
lending to conlcqucnces, which every friend to both coun- 
tnes muft wilh to ice prevented. 

His Lordfliip warmly prefled the rcafons which ioduced 
him to think, th^t no time fliouid be loft in proceeding to 
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repeal the 6tii of George L the mcafure was finglc and 
unconnefled with the other parts of the propofed proceed- 
ings with rc^p^£^ to the modifications of Poyning’s law, the 
alterations of the mutiny aft, or the ncgociation meant to be 
inftituted between the Crown and the Irifh Parliament, for 
the purpofe of cflaldifliing a good underftanding between the 
two countries. With regard to Mr. Yclvcrton’s bill, the no- 
ble Ix>rd in his eye might poffibly anfwer,- that it would be 
decided upon to-morrow, (not indeed to-morrow, a day on 
which they all delighted to rejoice, but on Wcdncl'day) ; the 
fooner, however, the better. At the fame time his Lord- 
Ihlp begged he might not be thought to countenance fufpicion 
inotheis of ncgleft, or unnccctlary delay in Minifters, or 
that he meant to lead fucli fufpicions, or induce their being 
entertained. He favv the dagger of delay perhaps more for- 
cibly than they might; and io far from his being aftuated by 
I'o bafe a motive, a defirc to make what was bad worfc ; 
liis foie aim was, to prevent what was already bad, from 
growing ft'll worfc. He hopjd, ant^believcd minifters were 
lincerc in their good intentions towards Ireland. He was 
perfuaded, they had no other objeft with regard to this coun- 
try and to that, but to promote tRe interefts of both ; but 
perlbns at a cliftance, who were not fo well convinced of their 
good intculicns, might conftriic every nltle delay into matter 
of fufpicion and :?1arin, and therefore he conceived, he beft 
flicwcd himlclf the fiicndof government, by cautioning them 
of their danger. 

The Earl of Shelburne faid, that as long as he had the ho- Karl of. 
nour to have a (hare in any aJminiftration, he would anfwer 
for if, the conduft of government fliouKl be fo regulated, 
that there flioiild not arlfc occafion for ccnccalmcnt, and that 
there never (hould be caufc for eluding entjuiry ; on the other 
hand, the more every point and particle of that conduft was 
examined into, the better it would be found to bear the light, 
and the more juftifiablc it would appear. He thanked the 
noble Earl therefore, and he would at all times hold hirafclf 
obliged to any man, let his motives be what they might, for 
giving him isn o])portunity of anfwcring any queftion that 
might be fuggefted ; he did aflurc the Houfc, that he would* 
always give a fair, open, and clear reply, as far as was* con- 
fiftent with the fafety of the ftatc, and he would not fliclter 
himfelf un 'er the proteftion of any majority, in regard to 
that fafety, but would leave jt to be determined on by the 
fenfc of the people at large. ^ 
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In rcfpcft to the prefent queftion, he was happy to have it 
in his povvrr to give a diftinA, dear, explicit, and direft 
aniwer. 'I’lu' rciolu'tions of both Houfes were* voted, if he 
rcc ollccted rigRr, above twelve days ago ; they were inftanlly 
icnr over to li eland, and laid before the Irifh Parliament im- 
mediately, it happening that they arrived in Dublin on the 
very day that the Parliament there aflcmblccl ; the meffenger 
had not returned till this very day, arriving at ten in the 
morning at his office, and fo far was there from exifting the 
lead ground of complaint, on the fcore of delay or negleft, 
that at twelve at noon (two hours only, after the difpatches 
came to hand), he had lent t- c rough draft of the bill for 
the repeal of the 6th of George I. to the Attorney and 
Solicitor General to be prepared for Parliamcnr. He 
would appeal therefore to the noble Earl, whctlicr every poffi- 
ble difpatcli had not been ufed ? * With regard to Mr. Yelvcr- 
ton’s bill, the noble Earl had been rightly informed, that the 
hill was delayed i:i the Privy Council ; he knew not where 
the noble Eail got his intelligence, but the faft was lb. The 
rcalbn, however, of that delay, was nor, as the noble Earl 
had fuggefted, becaufc it was deemed necclfary to come to 
Parliament iirft, and obtain a repeal of tlie 6th of King 
Cicorge, but merely on account of the ill health of their noble 
Prrfulcnt- The fame caufc, (with which motl of their Lord- 
iliips Iiail I'ccn more or lefs alflifled,) kept* the noble Lord 
from being prclcnt in the Houle that clay, or he would doubt- 
Icfs have cxjMained the matter fully. As Ibon as his noble 
frien<l rccoveicd liis health, the bill in cjiicftioii would un- 
doubtedly be prefented to the Council; decided upon with all 
poifiide Jitp^teh, and returned to lielancb His Loidflnp laid, 
for liie faiisfawlion of the Houle, he would aild a fevv words 
more ; he liacl iiultc\! read over his ilirp3ic!!C> hnftilv, for the 
lake of fending ihcni, where ihofc noble l.ord^ who had been 
in ofiice, nrj{l« know, they were at that time. Curlbnly, 
however, as he IkuI perufed the difpatches, he had read enough 
of thein to fee, that lb far from their being any fufpicions of 
tlie lineciity of tire Pritilh Parbament entertained in Ireland, 
the whole kingdom was pcnetiaied witli the moR lively fenfe 
of giatitude, for the late inflancc of magnanimity, andgene- 
Tolily,' auvl giuxlncs of this country towards that. In full 
I'ailiamcnt a debate had taken place upon tlie fubjeft, and 
wil!i great goovl icnie and propriety, the Secretary to the Lord 
Lscaicnant had deicrmined to afeertain, who it was, that did 
net nl; the Bfililh Parliametrt* had done every thing that 
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Ireland could expeft or defire ; in conformity to that very 
wife idea, he had infifted on a diviiion of the Houle, upon 
the addrefs piopofcd in return for the rcfolutions voted by both 
Houfes here — the confetjuence was, there w^rc but two per- 
fons to be found who dilFcntcd from the general fenfe of the 
Irifh Parliament. In faft, his Lordfnip laid, words could 
fcarccly do jufticc to the grateful fenfe of Ireland on the occa- 
fion. It was about to fhew itfclf in the^ftrongeft and inoft 
forcible colours. He believed he mighT allure the Houfc, 
that Ireland had refolved on a very extraordinary pioof of its 
gratitude, no Icfs than giving 20,000 Teamen to the Britifli 
navy. Such a gift as that, his Lordlliip obferved, was a 
folid, fubftantial, and rc.il advantage. It would te l! abroad, 
and could not fail to prove of the mod cllcntial fervice to 
Great Britain. This therefore proved, that Ireland was 
fatisfied ; indeed, it was agreed in that hingclom, that there 
now remained no onccondilutional point to be fettled between 
the two countries. i\o tliat nnleis the noble Ear l nicant to be 
added as a third perfon to the two he had mentioned, as dif- 
.fenting voters in the Irilli ParliainPnt, there were but two 
men in cxiftcnce, who, to his knowledge, entertained the 
fmalleft difapprobaiion of what hm\ been done for Ireland, or 
was not fully contented wiiiiit; but this he could not lup- 
pofe of the nolde Eai*I, after his having declared, in fuch ex* 
prefs terms, th.-ni he was afluated by the moll friendly motives 
towards adininiftration. He was lure the noble Lord meant 
a kindnefs, anil he was willing to accept, wha^ he had laid, 
upon the grounds of good intention and fricndfliip. 

The Earl of ITillfLo^ Jj rofe again, and declared his ado- Earlaf 
nifhmcnt at the noble EarTs acculing him, with being dif- HiiiAop. 
contented with what had been done for Ireland, He couW * 
fcarcely fupprefs his indignation at having fuch a feeling im- 
puted to him ; after having fpoken in the manner in which he 
had delivered himfelf, he did not cleferve (p be fo treated. 

Nor coul^ he acjcount why the noble Earl had ufed him with 
fo much feverity ; it was not confonant with the gentlenefs 
of the noble Lord^s manners any more than it was merited 
by him. tJe had not the happinefs w^hich that noble Lord 
had, of being able to boadof his having; been born in Ireland, 
but there was not a man in that country, who wilhed more 
to its profperity, or had taken more pains to promote it, than 
be had. He was now an old man ; he had fat many years in 
the Houfe of Commons, and he had taken the lead there, in 
obtaining thofe beneficial Fegulations, relpcAing the linen 
VoL. VII. X X trade 
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trade of Ireland, which were granted her fome yeara fince. 
On every other occafion alfo, for forty years, nid he flood 
lip the advocate and flrenuous pleader for Irelind, and he 
fliould continue-to do fo, as far as was confiftenl with his 
<!iuy. He owed a duty to that Houfe, and to Great Britain, 
and a duty to Ireland, and the Houfe of Peers there, of which 
he was a member ; and he always Iiad, and always meant to 
difchaige it, in both inftances, with zeal and fidelity. Tho 
noble Earl feemed to have accufed him, for no other purpofe 
hut to acquit him ; he fhould only therefore fay, farther, 
that he held the accufation and the acquittal in equal efteem. 

The order of the day, for the third reading of Mr. Crew^s 
bill, being moved, and the bill read, the Lord Chancellor 
proceeded to put the queflion, when 
'i'he Eail of Mansfield faid, ilvtt obferving no other Lord 
rife to fay a fyllablc upon the bilf, he would fliortly ftatc his 
rtafbns for ol^jefling to it, but he was aware that many Words 
would be ufelcl's, bccaulc the bill, in that ftage of it, was 
rather a fit fubjeft for iiK’ditation than argument, fince the 
latter could not be of much avail ; he could not, however, 
tiring hiinfclf to give a filcnt dilTciU from it. The bill was, 
in his mind, a bill which dfd a great and material injury to a 
large and numerous defeription of individuals, and a bill 
tending to the dangerous depreflion of icgal power. In both 
theic points it llruck him to be highly objcftiSnable. In the 
firft pl:cc it went to take away from all perfons, employed in 
the colkftioit of the revenue, one of the deareft franchifes 
enjoyed under the Britiih conftitution, — the franchife of 
giving a vote at an cleft ion of a memiier of Parliament, and 
chooling by whom they would be rcprefciucd. This was not 
only a very extraordinary ftrctch of the power of govern- 
inent, but fuch an one as was unexampled in our hiftory : 
formerly, place-bills had been propofed at different periods, 
but they ajl ^proceeded on a principle dircftly thq reverfe of 
that on which the prefent bill was founded. They tended 
to enforce regulations within the walls of Parliament, and to 
fay who fliould, or fhould not fit, as a reprcfcntativc of the 
people. The preftht bill, on the contrary, went much far- 
ther; it went to the faying, who Ihould, or fhould not vote 
for repnerentatives ; thus it took away, at one ftroke, what 
every Engtilhman was entitled to confider as his unalienable 
birthright. His Lordfhip entered upon an hiftorical review 
of the nature of the Britifh goverpment at difFcrcnt periods 
of time* In the warly davs of our cxiflence, it was, he ob- 
4 fcrvcd. 
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fcrvcd, folely In the hands of the Crown; this hcing as ahfo- 
lutc a monarchy as France, or any other in Europe. 7'he 
Crown could make war, force the fuhjcfls to fupport that 
war, and, in Anc, opprefs them in an in6nitc variety of ways, 
tor every purpofe that the will or caprice pf the monarch 
prompted. The people had no fliarc in the government, the 
King had no controul, tl^e power rtfled folely with him. At 
the Revolution the conftituiion was better, and move wifely 
fettled. The govcrnmeni was then divided equally between 
tlic three eftates, the power of the Crown was Icflcncd, and 
the people had an elTential part lodged with them. The 
Crown was Hill allowed to hold the executive part of the 
government, but having loft its prerogative, was lowered 
down fo as to become almoft merely nominal. Let their 
Lordflrips look for a moment at the ftate in which the govern- 
ment now flood. The King could not nuke war, he could 
do nothing cflcntial, wiihoCit the fupport and concurrence of 
his Parliament ; the popular branch of the conflitution had a 
check upon the artioa of the whole ftatc machine. After 
thefe obfcrvalions, his Lordfliip argued, that in this country 
the Crown mufl have its ncccliary degree of weight and power; 
to lower it too much was to the full as dangerous as to raife 
it too high, and to give it too nMcii authority. In cafe the 
monarchy was wholly deftroyed, and the government vefled 
in the two Houfes of Pailiamcnt, it was evident where the 
greater fharc ot power would lodge ; not in that Houfe, but 
in the other ; what would I)c ihcconfcqucnce ? Anarchy and 
confufion, diforder and ruin ! In all mixed monarchies, the 
Crown mufl have its equal fliarc gf power, or the balance 
that poifed the whole, and preferved the conflitution, would 
be loft. He was perfuaded, that a conviGion of this being 
indifpenfibly necelfaiy to the good government of a free" 
country, was the foie motive that induced Oliver Crom- 
well to aim at being crowned. It was not his vanity ; 
he was too wile a man to be aftuated by weak a mo- 
tive. He faw the advantage that would anfe to the coun- 
try from its having a thiid eflate. In order to fee, that 
place-bills, which, in his opinion, had never anfwercd any 
good purpgfe, were unncceflary at the time that they ha^ 
been agitated, he defircd their Lordfliips to rccoUcft the par- 
ticular periods of our hiftory when they had been intjoduedd. 
The firft place-bill was brought in, in the reign of William 
the Third, as great a general in the field, and as great a ftatef- 
man in the cabinet, as ever cxifted ! Nothing could now be 
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more dear, than that King William had the intereft of this 
country greatly at heart. He had no family, and there was 
confcqucntly no pretence for fufpefting that he was aduated 
by any ambitious motive to encreafe the power of the Crown; 
and yet, they ail knew, that King William was throughout 
his W'holc reign thwarted, checked, and his government per- 
petually embarralTcd on the plea, that the influence of the 
Crown was too great. Nay, fo vifionary and ipeculative 
were fomc Utopian politicians, that a general place-bill was 
attempted, and the King felt himfelf fo ill ufed by that coun- 
try, of which he had been the faviour, that he had ferious 
thoughts of retiring from it, and nothing but that inagnani- 
mity of mind, which had full brought him over, induced him 
to [lay here. In the next reign, that of Qiiccn Anne, when 
Lord Marlborough was obtaining the moll glorious viftories 
for ihc arms of Cireat Kiitain abroad, and f.ord (iodolphin 
held the adminiftralion of affairs^ lb much to his own credit 
at home, place-bills were again introduced, and Loid Godol- 
phin tourj it a moft diflieuli inaiur to carry on the govern- 
mtnt. Again, in the leign of (icoigc the Second, at the 
, time that Sir Robert Walpole was foicctl out againll his own 
wiP, J'nd againll the will (d’ the Crown, plarc-l)ills, were in- 
troduu'd on llic pli.i, that the intluencc of tl)c Crown was too 
giv'.ir, altiu.ugli the contrary was mofl mranfwcrably proved, 
by the Crown’s not bche; able to kixp in its Cavouriie ini- 
niiler. Tn faft, Ids Lordlliip laid, the popuhl cry ag.dnfl the 
influence of the Crown bad unifoinily b^.en loudeft when it 
VAas c^id;Ilt tlicrc was leait real caiilc for ir. He declared, 
he would not uiulertHkc •to fav, that in King William’s reign 
it would not have been belter for this counti*’. , it that mo- 
narch had not been fo perpetually checked and ilu.ai icJ •, nor 
‘ would he undertake to fay, that it would not have been belter 
for the country if Lord (iodolphin had held the government 
longer, or if Mr Robcit Walpole had been fuffered to remain 
ininiftev inflcad,,of being forced out. All the men run at, in 
thofe times, were at this day memorable names, and univer- 
fally allowed to dignify the page of hiflory. When preju- 
dice and paflions were no more, he was convinced many vio- 
lent opinions, now zealoully entertained, would he acknow- 
Itjdgcd to be erroneous. In regard to government, it was 
naiuralJor prejudices to prevail againft thofe who held it; it 
ever was, and ever would be the cafe. In the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth it had been faiJ, that thole who fpoke againfl 
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Government always addreffed themfclves to willing hearers.’* 

At prefent, he was not lb blind as not to lee that the torrent 
ran for what was called, leffcning the influence of the Crown. 

In the giving vfay to that torrent, however, it behoved their 
Lordfliips to aft with great caution. If they ihffcrcd them* 
felves to be unwarily hurried away by the rage for reform-^ 
ation that prevailed, and which was founded in an eager- 
nefs for popularity, they might endanger the conftitutioo, 
which muft always be affefted by a depceffion of the regal 
p-'wer. His Lordfliip alfo took notice, that attempts were 
made, not only to deprefs the regal power, but to fet 
up aflbeiations and meetings, without door*;, for the cx- 
prefs purpofe of awing and controuling Parliament. Their 
Lordlhipshad recently had a fatal proof of the evil tendency 
of popular aflbeiations, and he prayed God there might never 
be a fccond proof of the lainj nature ! Before he concluded, 
hisLordfliip laid he had purpofely fpoken to the bill, as con- 
taining an abllraft and fpeculative propolition, withput taking 
into the argument any of the various rcafons of a temporary 
nature, that might be a Iduccd. It hjtl been Uid, that it was 
a bill to prevent iinuggling. A purpol’e to which it was un- 
necelfary to apply a new remedy, bccaulc there were many 
and jeverc laws in force to puniflilliat offence. Smuggling 
was bcfidcs an offence clearly defined and afeertained. He 
had, therefore, carefully avoided adverting to that or any 
fiinilar matter, alTd had confined himfclf to Inch rcafoning as 
went to fhew, that the bill, abitraftcdly confidtred, was fucii 
as ought not to pals. * 

The Bifliop of Pi'icrhof’ou^h faid, thcSioble and learned Earl Bifliop of 
has reprcfenicd this bill as a vilionary fcliemc of innovation, 
whofe principle tleprcfles the regal part of the conllitution, 
and which does injuftice to a great number of people. Could 
I lee the leaft rcrtlbn to believe, that it might even, in its 
molt diftant ronrc(|ucnccs, be produftive of the danger ap- 
prehended to the conllitulion, or that it injuftd any fet of 
men whatever, I .could not juftify to mylelf thcconfcnti 
(hall give to its paffing into a law. 

But whatever objeftions may be made to vifionary plans, 
or fpccularivecxpcriments of innovation; whatever arguments 
may be urged in favour of eftablifhed forms and ufage, ^ 
which have the I'anftion of antiquity and received opiWoa^ 
they do not in my mind at all apply to the cafe now under '* 
your Lordihips conlidcration. 

The 
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The objeft of this bill is plainly and fitnply to reftore Par- 
liament in fome degree to its original principles of purity and 
independence, and to preferve in a due mixture or eoui)i. 
brium, the feveral powers of Rate, whofe diftind riglm and 
united force form the ftrength and excellence of our confti- 
tution. 

The wifdpm and jcaloufy of former times, has, as occaiion 
required, excluded fropa a feat in Parliament certain deferip- 
tions of men, who were judged liable to be influenced by their 
places or their peniions. It has retrained others from inter- 
fering in parliamentary eleflions ; the reafon and principle of 
thofe regulations was the very fame as that on which this bill 
is founded, and declared in the a£t of the 5th of William and 
Mary exprcfllji thus, becaufe, that cleftions of members to 
ferve in Parliament, by the conftitution of this country, 
ought to be free and incorrupt,” Such being the principle of 
the bill now before your Lordihips, and the Commons, by 
palling as they have done, having declared their opinion that 
cleAions cannot be looked upon as free and incorrupt, while 
thcTrcafury has command of fo large a body of voters, as 
arc engaged in the management of the Cuftoms and Excife, 
the point for your Lordihips determination lies within a very 
narrow compafs : if ther6‘ is any Lord who thinks the evil 
does not exilt, he will doubtlefs judge the remedy unnecellary ; 
but fo many of your ^Lordlliips as are of opinion, that an 
undue influence has been exerted on fuch cicafions, and may 
be exerted again, mull (to be confident with the conditu- 
tionsand yourlelves) agree to fufpend the votes of fuch offi- 
cers as prefer their places to the right of voting, fo long as 
tliey continue under that controul. 

Nor can I fee this in the light the noble Earl did, whereon 
he formed his other objeftion, as doing injudice to a great 
number of people. On the contrary, f am perfuaded far the 
greater part, if not every man, who is affeded by it, will 
rejoice, that<ie is no longer obliged to cxercifc a power under 
the dlre£lion of another will than his own. 

Can any man be fuppofed to fet a value upon a mere no- 
minal choice, where his inclination is furc not to be confulted, 
but in mod cafes to he contradifled and ovcr-rvled } 
f Nor do 1 Ixrlicve this as mere matter of opinion ; I am 
^ fou^ilded in the conclufion, that no injury is done by the bill, 
‘'^becaufe no perfon whatever afiefted by it, has petitioned 
againfti or even objefted to it; if men do not obJeft, it is a 
fair conclufion they admit ; fucli was very lately the reafoning 
of the noble £arl« and his conclufiopj vQltnii non fit injuria. 

' ' XIT 
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Was this indeed the firft time of the fubjeft being can- 
vaiTecI, it might perhaps be foppofed, that the Excile and 
Cuftom-honfe Officers dare not appear in oppoiition to it^ 
becaufc they believe the bill to be a meafure of Adminiftra* 
tion; but your Lordlhips know this matter was agitated fome 
time ago, under another Adminiftration by no means fa- 
vourable toit ; yet, even then, if I am rightly informed, not 
a iingic petition was offered againft it. 

But though I do not fee this bill in cither of thofc lights 
which it feems to ftrike the noble Karl, as endangering the 
conftitution, or injuring individual^, 1 do fee it in the light 
of great public advantage; beiides its immediate objeft, it 
will facilitate the corrcAion of negligence and abufe in the 
receipt of the cuftoms, and will afford an cffcftual means of 
putting a flop to the illicit praAices of fmuggling. 

I will trcfpafs upon your Lordfliips indulgence with but 
one obfervation more. If there is any man whatever who is 
more particularly intereilcd than another that this bill fhould 
not pals, it is the Firft Lord of the Tregfury, and yet I verily 
believe, there is no man in the kingdom who has the palling 
of this bill more at heart than the n^blc Lord who prcfidcs it 
that Board; convinced, I am periuaded, he is, that at all 
limes, and cfpccially in times like thcfcj^toadminiftcr the af- 
fairs of this countrjr with advantage to the public, or credit to 
himfelf, he muft add to the confidence of his Sovereign, the 
fupport and approbation of a free Parliament. 

The Marquis of Rockingham faid, the bill had now arrived Marquiiof 
at that ftage, to which he wilhed to fee it brought, viz. to its Rocking- 
tliirJ reading. His Lorddiip declared he was fo ill, that he . 
was fcarcely capable of faying one word ; the dilbrder that 
prevailed fo univerfalty, affliAed him fo feverely, that at 
times he was not in polfeifion of himfelf ; he was glad, how- 
ever, indifpofed as he was, to be prefent, to give his hearty 
approbation of the bill. The number of perfon^ it would a^ 

'ft, was larger than their Lordfhips could have imagined ; 

* he made no fcruple to aVow, that it was the magnitude 
I |e bill, that was its chief recommendation with him. He 
^ r, that th«rc were no Icfs than feventy boroughs where 
. leftion depended chiefly on the votes of revenue officfrs ; | 

, '#Cuftom-houfe alone, he faid, had five thoufand pciTO!f%^ 

^ longing to it, befidcs about two thoufand five hundred 
ore of extra tidef-men, Set. aod the Excife, at teaft, 
thoufand more, who* were voters. He defired, 
i)»eiefore, to be relieved from the difagreeabfe circumftance 
df being obliged to force tlitfe perfons from votijig againft 

their 



340 


parliamentary A.1782. 

their will, or from incurring the imputation of having done 
£)• He laid, the revenue officers, as the law now flood, not 
only were forced to vote for thofe they did no^ approve, but 
to vote againR their own friends, and thofe in particular to 
whom they were moft obliged. This was furely a very con- 
fidcrablc hardfhip ; in order to prove the affertion, and flicw 
how ieverely it preiTed, his Lordlhip faid, there was a particu- 
lar borough, in which there were five hundred voters, and of 
thefeonc perfon, who had happened to live in terms of intimacy 
with the firft Lord of the Treafury for many years pad, had 
got one hundred and twenty appointed to places under go- 
vernment. He appealed therefore to their Lordfliips, whe- 
ther it would not be a great cruelty to oblige thefc one hun- 
dred and twenty to vote at the next eleftion againft the per- 
fon who put tlicin into their prefent employments as revenue 
officers ? Having urged thefe and other arguments, hisLord- 
fhip concluded with declaring his iatisfa£lion that fuch a bill 
had been brought in, and expreffing his carneft hope, that it 
would receive the fandlionof the Houfe in that, its fall ftage. 
Thitord Xhe Lord Chancellor put the qucllion, and faying, ‘‘the 
®*^**c<**®r* not-conicnts hath it,” the Houle divided, Contents, 34; 
not-contents, 18. 

Adjourned to Junp 5. 

June 5. 

Private bufinefs till June 17. 

June 17. 

On the order of the day, for the third reading of the bill for 
repealing the aft of the 6lh of George I, being called. 

The Earl of Abingdon fpoke to the following effeft : I rife 
moft cordially to exprefs my concurrence with this motion ; 
to rejoice in the repeal of the law which is the objeft of the 
bill before us ; to profefs my moft entire and perfeft fatif- ' 
faftion with every thing that has been done by his Majefty’s i 
prcfcni Minifters for the kingdom of Ireland, and to regretj 
only, that what has been done, was not foonpr done, from; 

^ the plain conv.flion of its rcftruule. But, my Lords, when; 
faij this, I hope I have faid enough on the partof Irc- 
land. In the extacy and rapture of conferring afts of juftied 
upon Ireland, the rights of Great Britain are not to be aban 
doned, nor mud they be overlooked. This country has 
its rights. Tkis country is ftul the feat of the empire ; an^ 
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this country muft remain the feat of ihc empire, nr the laft 
drop of its blood muft be flicd in the conreft. My Lords, 

I do not choofc to open myfelf farther upon this occafion at 
this moment ^ but it is my fixed defign to trouble your Lord- 
fhips with a motion upon the prefent relative fituation of ihcfc 
two kingdoms, of the greateft magnitude, and, perhaps, of 
the higheft importance that ever called for your Lordihips 
deliberatl/fn. Whether I fliall be able to do this in tijc 
prefent feffion of Parliament, or not, will depend upon the 
time of the luting of Parliament : but IT from this circum- 
ftance I fliould be prevented from bringing this motion 
forward now, your Lordihips may be allured, that it will 
be among the very firft matters of bufinefs that fhall engage 
your Lordihips attention upon the opening of the next fclfion ; 
or rather, lliould adilfolution of Parliament take place, upon 
the opening of the next Parliament. And now, my Lords, 

I will not trouble your Lor« 5 jhips farther, than to repeat my 
approbation of the prefent meafure, and to give my alVcnt to 
the palling of this bill into a law. 

The billpafl'cd without oppofitio^. 

June 25. 

In the Committee on the bill for arming the people, Lord 
Stormont rofe, and faid, that though Ijc did not mean to enter 
largely into the merits of it, though hedifliked its principle, yet 
he could not bufohjeft to many of its claufcs, inafmucli as they 
appeared to him inadequate to the purpofes which it was dc- 
figned to anfw^r. Short as the bill was, and fiiyftcrious in 
its parts, his Lordfliip evidently pefteived in it a tendency 
to abridge the prerogative of the Crown ; and by vague and 
undefined expreflions, leave amide latitude for ft range con—- 
clulions to be drawn from them ; and in bad hands to be 
converted to dangerous purpofes. 

His Lordfhip adverted to a particular claufc in the bill, 
which he faid defeated the whole intention of ft; and this was, 
that there was no power given to oblige the volunteer corps to 
march in the moment of invafion or rebellion ; or to try them 
by a court martial, if, having received orders to march, they 
fliould lay down their arms : nor was there the fmalleft pe- 
nalty, and confequently no fccuriiy that an efficient forp 
could be collefted at any hour of danger, from a 
who could aft at ihciv own option in a moment that it fhouTd 
be ncceffary to place all our force under the dominion and au- 
thority of one or morc Gcnptafs. From thofe objeftions, as 

VoL. Vll. Vy well 
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well as his averfion to the principle of the bill, his Lordfhip 
would oppofc it in every ftage. 

Skdbunl ° Shelburne role in reply, and faid, that he had 

read the bill with extreme attention, and iblemnly declared 
that he faw nothing complicated, intricate, or doubtful in 
it j but if the noble Vifeount would point out any inaccuracy 
or fault, and fubftitiite any thing better, 01 more elucidating, 
lie would gladly meet his ideas, and ronlent to his amend- 
ments, provided they were not lubverlivc of the principle of 
the bill. 

Commerce, riches, and luxury, had enervated the people 
of this country very much, which he extremely lamented, and 
vviflicd linccrely that every man in the nation was to carry 
his mulkct. It would prove, to before, a Icverc ftrokc to 
the game laws; but his Lordlhip obferved, that he had ever 
thought them lb impolitic and wicked, that he would feel 
plcnlbrc to fee them all confumed by the hands of the public 


Lord ^tor- 

lilOACf 


executioner. 

Lord Stotmont again objefted to the fcvcral claufes of the 
bill, and obierved, that there might be foinc Lieutenants of 
counties who might recommend very unfit perfons to hold 
cominilHons ; for though his Majefty’s difapprobation would 
let afulc any pcrlon ^pplyifig for commiHions, yet his Ma- 
jcfly knew only the cliaraftcr by the Lord Lieutenant; fo 
tliai llie latter had in rdality the nomination. 

1«1 Gower objefled to the principle of ihc^bill, though he 

would wilh our power to jcfift an invafion to be at any lime 
great and fonnidable ; but he could not lee what occafion there 
was, on any account, te introduce the word rebellion in the 
bill. He was afraid that the corps alluded to would be more 
likely to encourage than to iupprefs it. 

Tlic Duke of Richmond faid, that every argument he had 
heard againft the claufes had an ultimate tendency to defeat 
the intention of the bill. His Grace obferved, that this 
country never h\d at any time a greater force on paper than 
it had at prefent, nor any power perhaps in the world, not- 
withftauding the deficiency was great in every complement 
and divifiun of that force; that fomc expedient muft be de- 
viled for obtaining an additional aid to it. The prefent was 
the boft feheme which could be deviled; and it was merely 
expca?ft^''«nial. If it was found to anfwer the ends propofed, 
tl.tMabour and expeftations of their Lordfliips and the public 
at large, would be fully gratified. If it anfwcrcd only in 
fait, and had merits and inconvenicncics, it would be fub- 

jeft 
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jeft to future rcvlfion and amendments. Rut as for the fpirlt 
of the bill, it was fimplv this, a call upon the people to arm 
and be ready to defend ihemfclves on any emergency ; and 
it was the mo4l natural and proper force that could be adopted. 

The Americans found the advantage of it, £fnd from what- 
ever quarter wifdom or experience could be collcflcJ, in the 
prefent crilis it Ihould not be defpifed. 

Lord Loughborough rofe, and objefted to the whole bill, 
not fo much for its principle, but for its being fubvcrfivc oi rough, 
the benefits and advantages wliich noble Lords contended it 
would produce. His Lordihip faid, that gentlemen might ai- 
fociate, arm, and difciplinc ihemfclvcs, but when they were 
called upon to march from their town, iifiy might agree to 
obey thefe ortlers, while as many may reply, we fliall not 
march.’' The prefent bill hail nothing compulfory in it to 
oblige them to proceed frjin their towns on fcrvicc, or 
having done fo, tlicre was no^claufc to compel them to remain 
in obedience to any commander, but they were one and all 
at liberty to fay, “ we do not choofe the King’s pay, nor to 
ferve any longer.” 

Lord JjJjbio'ioJi rofe and laid, that^he noble Lord had to- 
tally miftaken the nature, the principle, and fcopc of the bill, ‘ 

which was nothing die tlian an aliimaicd conftitutional call 
upon freemen voluntarily to enter into fcrvicc; ami if they 
do, and arc called upon duty, this bifl exhibits to them en- 
couragement an^ bench! s ; it means not any fpccies ot com- 
pulfion, becaufe it is atldrel^vl not to bcafts, but freemen. 

The learned Lord luppofcd what no man bdicvcfl could ever 
happen, that dircij)linL’d Ihiglilh citiAns will, in the hour of 
national peril, laydown their arms: before the Rcftoiation, 
and in the early parts of our hillory, when the fcrvicc l)y~ 
icnnrc prevailed, we have no fuch difgraccs recorded, that 
could make pofteriiy blulh for the aftions of their anceftors. 

The people, his Lorillliip laid, were at prefent too much dif- 
ufed to the exercile of arms; and this bill wA introduced to 
excite and renew an ardor in the breafts of the people ; but 
every argument he had heard, aimed dircftly to deftroy 
that intention. 


Lord Lou^U .rough replied, that his objeftion was not to Lord 
to the bill itlelf, but to its 'not containing fuch comppifory 
claufes, as would infurc to us, in the hour of 
fubftaniial force, under fvieh controul and regulation as 


make it ferviccaLdc and effeftual ; but the prefent bill was fo 
oarrow and con;ine<l, that lyider it, the volunt^rs at Deal 

y y 2 • might 
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miaht rcfufe to come to the affiftancc of the people of Dover, 
if that town was invaded ; therefore that no confidence could 
be entertained of having at any time under this bill, a force 
to correfpond with the expedations raifed by it. 

The Earl of ^helburne replied, and infifted, that the prefent 
bill, as it was altogether repugnant to every idea of coinpul- 
fion, fo it left it optional to the people of Deal to fuccouc 
their neighbours, or to lay down their arms ; and his Lord- 
fliip conceived that fuch liberty would have a better efFeft than 
fuch a compulfion ; for he knew from the variety of letters 
in anfvver to his plan, that the moment an idea was adopted 
to didlatc to, or force the men intended to be raifed, before 
there cxifted the oecafion fpccified in the bill, not afinglc man 
could he obtained. His Lordfliip faid, that the Swils, in 
the iMcnch fcrvicc, could not, without breach of treaty, be 
ordered to crofs the Rhine againft their will; but on a parti- 
cular oecafion, this treaty was found once to^lland in the 
way of a very fair opportunity that Maiflial Broglio had to 
harrafs his enemy ; the Marfhal informed the commander of 
llic Swifs, then in his army, how I'crviccablc it would be to 
his mailer’s caufc, if tRe Swifs would conlcnt to pals the 
Rhine; he confelTcd that he would hold himfclf under infinite 
obligations to them if thcy^woukl, but left it at the lame lime 
to their own difcrclion, either to bind hhn to the treaty, or 
to difpcnfe with it on that oecafion ; ihc Swifs to a man crolfcd 
the river, and waved their piivilcgc on lliat^ oecafion, pre- 
ferring to it their glory and ihcir General, Surely the 
learned Lord could not think that Knglilhmcn were inferior 
to the Swifs, however gallant and diiintcrelled ; as for his 
own part, he was convinced that the volunteers of Deal would 
as readily, or more fo, fuccour the people at Dover, of their 
own accord, as if there was a Uw cnadled to compel them to 
that duty. 

The Duke of Ru'hmond moved a claufc, that delinquent 
members of tlmncw corps Humid be tried by volunteer officers 
for d'ifobcdicncc of orders, or any other ipecies of military 
milcondufl. His Giacc’s ebufe was agreed to without any 
oppofilion. 

The Lord Chamcllor thought the bill very proper, and fuit- 
ablc to the oecafion ; and if inconveniences Ihould arife from 
il, might hereafter be removed by another aft, 

'’’After a variety of obfervations on its claufes and amend- 
ments, made by the EarUof Radnor, Bathurll^ Coventry, &c. 
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the bill, with thofc amendments, was iullantly reported, and 
ordered to be read a rhird time. 

Adjourned. 

No public bufinefs till the 3d of July. 

Jttb 3 * • 

The order of the day for the ferond reading of the civil 
lift bill having been read, the LordCljanccllorXdt the woolfack. Lord 
and addicllld their Lordfliips in a fpccch of foinc length, in Chinccllw* 
which he called their Lordfhips attention to the ferioufncfii 
and importance of the bill before them. His Lordlhip faid, 
that in that late ftage of the feiTion, and with ib thin atten- 
dance of their Lordfliips, many of whom neceflarily were 
called, after the fatigue of a long and painful, though eflen- 
tial and honourable duty, to attend private avocations, or to 
enjoy neceflary relaxation after the toil and labour of their 
p.irliaincntary attendance, ij would ill become their Lord^^ 
fliips haftily to adopt a firing of propofiiions in thcmfclvcs 
very complicated, and in many rcfpc£ls contradiftory. It 
was true, he faid, that his Majefiy lind laid the /“oundation 
of a proper bill, and had called upojp rheir Lordlhips and his 
faithful Commons to aflift by their a(lvi( c and vvililom in 
framing a plan that fliouUI lead t^ general retrenchment ; as 
his Majefiy was gracioully picafed to declare, iliat he con- 
ceived fiiLli a meafure wound tend torafe the burthens of his 
people. But hg was furpri/ccl to find that the light honour- 
able Gentleman who brought up and prepared this bill, and 
who foine years ago introduced one on ibincwhat fimilar prin- 
ciples, fliould le.uc out Ibriic of the principal oillces and 
places which he tlicn rcprefcnlcd as tl?c heaviefi grievance, to 
wliicli his fpcculative remedies feemed to apply. One of 
thefe offices was occupied by a noble Oukc, who he was ccr-r— 
tain would not fufFer any corruption to remain, or be prac* 
tifed in any department over which he prefided, for he had 
too much virtue to endure, and too much lagacity and difccui- 
ment, not to difeover and perceive cvciy errof and corruptif'n 
in the lower and fubordinatc departn^ents of the OrcTnauee 
ollicc. Whether the Ordnance and the Mint were left out 
in compliment to his Grace’s virtues and talents, he would 
not j)retcrid®to deckle, but he would pofitivcly aflirm that it 
was left out with great propriety and wifdom, bccaufcot was 
the heft and faireft ground to proceed upon, to fufFer nVnS^U^s 
firft to make the beft reduflion and arrangement in thtir 
power, agreeable to his Majefly’s inftruftions; and if they 

• did 
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did not go far enough, then Parliament might take up the bu- 
finefs, and in an early fefTion confer and debate on a bulinels 
of fuch magnitude, which went to the abolition of fomc of 
themoft ancient, venerable, and illuftrious offices in theftatc, 
which were as old as the conftitution itfelf, and many of them 
formed a part of it; fo that to annihilate them was, in fa£f, 
an attempt to deftroy the conftitution. He entreated their 
Lordfhips to conlider their own dignity, which they were 
called upon to furrender if they infringed a ftanding order of 
their Houfe, hitherto unviolatcd fincc the year 1702, viz. 
that no money bill fliould be committed by their Lordftiips, 
which was connc£lcti with any foreign or extraneous matter. 
It is true, fomc attempts were made by the Commons to in- 
troduce hills of that cicfcription, but they were refifted with 
that fortitude and firmnefs which, he trufted, would charac- 
terize their concluft on the prefent occalion. As to the 

jircfcnt bill, with a claufc annc!*cd to it, to grant his Ma- 
jefty three hundred thoufand pounds, which in every fcnlb 
conftituted it a money-bill, he could call it nothing elfe than 
a crude, incoherent, half-formed, ill-digcftcd, unconnefted 
abftraft of a plan, to aiwcnd, or to alter which, their Lord- 
fhips were ablbliitcly prevented by its prefent form, in direft 
oppofuion to their Lordlhips ftanding order. It is true, there 
were three principles in It, to which his Lordlhip as readily 
acceded, and as warmlji-commcnded and adopted, as any noble 
Lord; the firft was, to preferve his Majcfty’&Civil Lift undi- 
minifhed, and to make it unncccflary for a King of the Bri- 
tifli empire (o apply to Parliament fo often to aftift him to 
fupport the dignity of tjtc Crown ; the fccond was to deftroy 
corrupt influence ; and the third was to prevent the cxicnlion 
of that corruption to both Houfes of Parliament. But 
he could not, with all his avcrfion to the evils to which 
the bill was to apply remedies, give the bill his fupj>ort, 
liocaufc there appeared to him fo much objcftionable and ab- 
furd matter alrnpft in every page of ir, that he udjured their 
Lordfhips to defer the co;'lideration of it, more efpccially, 
as they muft furrender their own dignity, and, in compliance 
with the menaces of another branch of the h*gillnturr, to 
facrlficc a ftanding order, if they lliould agree ^10 lend the 
bill to a C(Mumittec. 

( W^/^^rdlhip faid, he did not know what weight his argu- 
liaNCon the noble Lords, or whether, in the 
opinion he llioulJ give, he might remain unfupported ; but 
he averred, un his honour, that he fpokefrem the conviilion 

' of 
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of his heart, and an earned defire to maintain the dignity 
and privileges of that Houfe. His Lordfliip then inovc(4 
that the further confiJeration of the hill be poflponed to the 
beginning of the next felEon of Parliament. 

The Duke of Richmond rofe, and J*aid, that jjc himfclf par- 
ticularly flood in a very delicate predicament. He could not 
anfwcr through what motives the ofHce which he had the 
honour to hold, was left out of the bill, but he could afTure 
the noble Lord, that no exertion of his would be wanting to 
introduce all pofEble reformation and ruconomy into it. As 
to the bill itfelf, he conjured their Lordfhips not to throw 
impediments in the way of the hrft attempt made by miniflcrs 
towards retrenchment. It was upon this principle they came 
into adminiflration, and this was the very cUcnce of that 
fyftcm upon which dicy came into office, and would contiDue 
to aft. As for the portion of undci ftanding which Providence 
liad beftowed upon him, heiconfdfcd it was employed to 
comprehend the meaning of the bill, and he muft declare^ 
with the uimoft candour, that, in his 0 ))inion, it' did not 
merit the opprobious epithets which the noble and learned 
Lord had fo freely l^flovved on ir. I# was prepared by a man 
of as much learning, ability, and probity, as this, or any 
other country in the world, c ould^roduce ; and indeed he 
did notexpeft that the labours of fucli a man could be received 
and treated in the terms which came f*om the learned Lord. 

As to the diftinfticn fo much contended, that this was a money 
bill ; it never llruck him in that light, but a bill of regulation^ 

(rconomy, and reformation, recommended by \Iic Crown, 
adopted by the Commons, not difappi ;>vcd of by any of their 
Lordfhips, and expefted, if not dcmandal by the people. 

As to reformation, it was obvioully neccflary, fo much fo 
that every man in the kingdom knew that prodigality and 
corruption had pervaded every department of government. 

Many inftanccs of the moft fhameful depra viy came within 
his own knowledge : many were flill undctcftc^. The Ord- 
nance office, for inftance, had cftablifl)cd fucht an intcreft in 
the town of Queenfborough, that the contrafts for fhipping 
were given to the inhabitants of it, in order to create parlia- 
mentary inflijcncc ; and his Grace was convinced that a fimi- 
lar prafticc had preva.Ied all over the kingdom. But the 
views and intentions of the prefent minifters were 
cally oppofite, for they had determined to proceed on tnoSy, 
principles which introduced them, and to root out corruption 
wherever it could be found, and thus endeavour to rcilorc the 

• empire 
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empire to its priftine vigour and glory. This bill was the 
ilrllexperimcnt, and he trufted that noble Lords would not 
odiiu£t its progrefs, bccaufe it did not extend fo far as fomc 
qeople might wifli, A future opportunity might be adopted 

make it mop^e per£e£V and more exrenlive. 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack again, to explain 
wba he had before faid, and which the noble Duke feemed 
to have mifundeiHood. His Lordfhip declared, he had meant 
00 compliment to the noble Duke, that fhould appear, as if 
hehad fpoken ad invidiam^ when he mentioned the Board of 
Ordnance. He merely inftanced the omiHion of the mention 
of that Board in the prefent bill, as an argument, why other 
ojffices might have been likewife omitted, till thofe, who pre- 
fided over them, had been allowed time to prepare a perma- 
nent plan of regulation and reform, fit to lay before Parlia- 
ment. With regard to the right honourable gentleman, from 
whom the bill was fuppoied to‘originatc, he meant no dif- 
icfpcft whatever to him, in terming the bill the Thdigefted 
fragment of a plan, but to dcl'cribc it as it really was, and as 
the bill itfclf profeffed it to be. On that account, and on 
account of the ftandinif' order of 1702, which deafly mili- 
tated againft palfing fuch a bill, he had endeavoured to per- 
luade the Houfc, that tht^ ought not to pafs it. 

The Earl of Coventry role and laid, that the bill, from its 
own merits, Ihould •have his hearty concurrence ; but its 
coming from the office of the noble Lord,* who was fuch a 
ilrenuous friend to the people, and to every thing that was 
great, good, and generous, it was the more particularly 
acceptable to him ; and he could not but lament, in common 
with the nation, that the noble Lord did not live to fee com- 
pleted, what was earncftly the objeft of his ambition, and tho 
utmoft ftretch of his dcfirc. 

Lord Stormont laid, he thought the beft way of fhewing 
Tofpeft to the mcafurc of a virtuous minifter, now no more, 
was not blindly to adopt it, but to exercii’e their own difcrc- 
tion as legillators, and to examine whether it was proper to 
be acceded to or not. His Lordfltip declared he had perufed 
the bill with a great deal of attention, and that there were 
nurobcrlefs grounds of objedion in the difiercnf claufcs of it, 
which he would not then go into, becaulc that was not the 
propti time for it ; it was I'uificient for him that the bill was 
JifeSly repugnant to the fianding order of 1702, and there- 
fore he was convinced, being a money bill, the Houfc could 
not pafs it. His LorJlbip ineniioned the omiflion of the 
. fuppreffion 
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fiipprcflion of the BoarJ of Ordnance in the prefent bill, 
and laid, the noble Duke himfelf had admitted, that the re- 
gulations of that Board, propofej in the former bill, were 
inapplicable ; it was th? refore fair to argue, that when a pro- 
per knowledge vras obtained of the other offices which the bill 
did propofc to fuppreft, the regulations provided for thofc 
offices woOld likewifc be found to be inapplicable. He marked 
the diftinftlon between r%il knowledge, and the mere con- 
jeftures of a fpeculativc reformer, advifing the Houle by no * 
means to countenance the latter till they had taken time to 
enquire, in order to be able to judge upon the ground of the 
former. The noble Duke, he obferved, had recommended 
to the Houfe, not to quarrel with the bill on account of a 
few imperfeftions, but to let it g«> into a Committee. He 
faid, fuch rcaibning might apply to bills that could be altered 
and amended in a Committee, but could not apply to a mo- 
ney bill, like the prefent J he therefore concluded with cx- 
preffing a hope, that their Lordihips would put off the fccond 
reading to a diftant day. 

The Earl of Sljj/htont flrenuoufly fupported the bill, and Earl of . 
declared the diftinft and clear manner in which the noble and 
learned Lord on the woollack had approved of the grounds 
and principles of it, had afibrJefi him tlie higheft iktisfaflion. 

No one of thtir r^ordfliips had yet ventured to call thofc 
principles in queftion, or 10 lind tlfc lead fault with them ; 
he hoped, thtrefore, notwiihftanding what had been faid 
againft the bill by the noble Lord in the g’*ccn ribhand, the 
bill would be committed, and wouM pal’s intb a law. He 
faid, he had no difficulty whateverwn his part, in declaring, 
that fo far from being a money bill, or a Ifill of fupply, he 
thought it merely a bill of regulations, which tludr Lordr. 
fhips had a full and iHiqiicflionablc right to alter and amend as 
they thought proper. He faid farther, that he ever had, and 
ever would aliert, that their Lordihips had a right, a clear, 
indifputable right to alter any bill of fuppliy whatever, and 
notwithftanding the late very exceptionable degree oft extent 
to which the other Houfe of Parliament pulhed their claim 
of foie power and auihority over money bilU, he (liould adhere 
to the freg excrcifc of h-s judgment refpefting them, and 
make fuch alterations in them, as fioin time to time (hould 
fuggeft thcmfclves to his mind, as wife, falutary, 
dient. He declared he joined with the Houfe, and thewhcAe 
public muft join in lamenting and deploring the heavy lofs 
the country bad experienced in the death of &e late Marquis 

vot. vn. • z z . of 
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^ Rockingham. That noble Marquis, however, had by 
lus own example, oblij^cd whoever Ihould he the minifter, to 
do his duty to the public, and had Icfc this bill ^behind him 
as a pledge of his wifdom, his integrity, and his' zeal to fur- 
ther the ftrifteft regulation and the ftrifteft occonomy poffible 
in every branch otthc public expenditure, and every depart- 
™nt of government. The noble Duke had faid the bill was 
the terms on vvliirh the prefent ^adminiftralion came into 
office, (jod <oil»i(l that the bill fliould be the only terms, or 
that all their (u vices fhould be confined Within fuch narrow 
limits ! He llioiild not think himfclf by any means acquitted 
to his country upon merely carrying through the prefent bill; 
he hoped *0 iiitif'duce a general fyftcmof ccconomy, not only 
in the offices mcniional in the bill, but into every oflkc 
whatever. Vie hoped all'o in proper time, when the opinion 
ol tlie people had been taken upon.it, to lee a wife, prudent, 
and cfleilual k form of Parliament lake place. It was his 
wifh anti his cxjH^hirion to ke each branch of the Icgillaliire 
reftored to its piopcr independence, and its proper authority, 
fo that it might ftand upoi>, Its own legs, and proceed on its 
own judgment. But, till that general and grand reform 
could be brought about, in'miftcri were bound to proceed 
with Idler lyfUms, and (mailer plans of regulation and ttco- 
nomy, like the prefent bjill, aiul he trufted that the Houfc 
would not, on the paltiy ground of mere waqi of form, fo 
far forget what uas tiue to the public, as not to pafs it. He 
had already, without any compaft, brought in a bill, for the 
purpofe of abolilhing il\e fcandalous piafticc of holding 
offices in America, with furvivorfliips, three or four deep in 
Ibme inllanccs, to the great flifgracc of this country ; it was, 
he faid, incumbent on liiih to do juftic^ where jufticc was 
due ; he was tJicreforc happy to have it in his power to de- 
clare, that he had found no difficulty whatever in getting the 
confentof the Crown to that mcafurc, and he was perfuaded, 
no difficulty would be found, in the purfuit of any purpofe, 
really founded on public utility and national advantage. \V itli 
regard to what had been faid, about dctlroying the patronage 
ot certain offices, he declared it reminded him of the cow 
at Chantilly, who cut his throat, or Ihot himfelf, hecaufe 
the fim was not come down for Louis the Fourteenth’s din- 
ne^.iwfa^ining his own office to be of more importance thaa 
any other in the kingdom. His Lordffiip anfwcrcd the argu- 
ment of the Lord Chancellor, refpefting the bill’s not fubfti- 
tuting means of carrying on the bulinefs of the offices and 
1 * boards 
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boards it fiippreflcd, by rayinj^ that ir was not the bufinefs of 
Parliament to provide new places, that wa*? the rtlicc of the 
Crown. Having d tiiis verv fully, his Louliiiip added 
feverai other remark^ ant! coiulutied with imploring the 
Houle to aflirt in carrying into execution fuch lucafuies as 
the ftate of affairs rcndeied neceirary. * 

Lord Loughborough declared, he 
proved of the |>rinciples winch the bi 

ing*8fF the debt incurred by liis Majefty civil lift, and the* 
preventing it from incurring debt in future ; he was not how- 
ever ready t‘:> abandon his own rights as an indiviJnal mem- 
ber of that Houfc of Parliament, and to forego the cxerciic 
of thofc rights which the bill called upon the Houle collec- 
tively to forego. Hiort wiio had prcpnrcvl the lull, had, his 
Lordfliip declared, tacked to ii a claulc that made it a money 
bill, for the purpole of putting it out of the power of their 
Lordihips to interfere with if, or to mcdille with it in any 
fhape or degree wdiatcvcr. Thus they were deprived of their 
rights as one branch of the Icgillaturc, and peremptorily, 
called upon to rcgiftcr an cdi£f, whether they approved 6f 
the form of it or not. Ills Lojj^dfltip arguul moft ably on 
this pofuioii, and reminded the Houfc, that the {landing order 
of 1702 w»as not a hafty rc-'olution, propolal or conic into 
on the Ipur of the morn'jn% but a folcmu \ote, dclibciatcly 
palfcd, and founded on wifdoin and ncccHItVt l^rcvious to 
that vote, there hail ul)iained a piM?liee for the Commons to 
tack a moiiev^ claufc to c\ Lry bill of rcguliiion they lent up, 
merely to prevent the Iloufe of Lords from alfcring tire bill, 
bccaufc, whether it was of right or not, the Commons had, 
as they now dill, conftaudy ailed ^ipon the iilca that they 
alone had any pow'cr over money bills. 1* tcling the inconve- 
nience of fuch a ])ia£lice, the Iloufe had made the Handing 
order of 1702, wliicli he c jnfidcrcd as their Lordfhips raagna 
charta, and in the la.:e of wiiicli, it was neither decent nor 
proper to pafs the prefent bill. He (hewed the Houfe, that 
by the contrivance of the perfons wlio had^)rcj)arcd the bill, 
their Lordihips were reduced to this dirhculiy ; thfy nmA 
cither blindly fwidlow ilic whole of the bill, as it was, or they 
muft incur the daii^.r of a diflerence with the other Houfc of 
Parliament. 

It was necdicfs, hi^ Ldidfhips remarked, for Mm to go at 
large into an inveftigation of the claufcs, hut he would ntc^n- 
tioD a few' objccli»)n^ that he had to them, in order to con- 
yince the Houfc, that there was fufficient ground of obje&ioa 

2 Ul 
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in the claufcs, and that fome of them direftly contradifted 
the avowed principles of the bill, not the leaft popular of 
which was, that it was a bill tending to Icflcn the influence 
of the Crown. In the fecond page, a power was g:ven to the 
Lords Commillioners of his Majefty’s Treafury to luppiefs, 
at their own diferetion, certain offices not named, fo that the 
Hoiife was called upon to pafs a bill, to grant to the Lords of 
the Treafury a power to fupprefs, what the Houfe waa»,ir)Ot 
iticlf acquainted with. This, fo far fiom being a diminution 
of patronage and influence, was furely a new, unprecedented 
and enormous increafe of both. Other powers were alfo given 
to the Lords of the Treafury, equally tending to throw an 
addition of influence into their hands, and to take it from a 
variety of individuals, with whom it was fcparately, fafely, 
and conftitutionally lodged. The next matter his Lordibip 
called the attention of the Houfe to, was a claulc in the fixili 
page, which he emphatically faid,'^^ wl'.ocver can give me 
the meaning of, crii miU He had, he de- 

• clared, read tlic claufc again and again, and he could neither 
make grammar nor fcnlc of it. At ihe fame tiiuc that he 
faid this, he was aware th^at it muft be ovving to fomc acci- 
dent, becaufe he had long known the right honourable gen- 
tleman, the author of the bill, who was as^ood a judge of 
language, and as correft a writer and ipcaker as ever exifted* 
It was, lie knew, the cwlom in a Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons for fo many different amendments to be pro- 
pofed for infertion in one cldufe, that frequently happened, 
that wlnt was ’originally clear and diftinff, became at laft 
involved in inexplicable aSfurdiry, His Lordfliip adverted 
to the claufc in queftion, and llicwcd that by the claufc be- 

• ginning with an if] and by fome mifarrangement of a fenicnce, 
the whole had no clear meaning; all that he could make out 
of it tvas, a mod unconfcionahlc power vefted in the Lords 
of the Treafury, vi/. the powers of delaying the payment of 
woikmcns hills asjong as they picafed. He put a cafe very 
.likely t.o happen If the bill paffed in Its prefent form ; and 
aflfed, what fort of jufticc thcc would be, if upon an a£lion 
to be tried in the Court, in which he had the honour to pre- 
fule, his Majefty’s Attorney (Jcncral was to plead^, that the 
Lords of the Treafury chofe to delay the payment of the 
jnepoy, for the recovery of the amount of which the aflion 
was brought, and that they were empowered by the bill then 

• under cohfideration to make fuck delay ? Having reafoned 
ppon this for fome time, his Lordfliip alkcd, to what pur- 

• Dofe. 
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pofe, cir'-umflanceJ as the hill. was, would ilic Houfe w’lfli 
to comnut ^ TIk y could not alter it in the Conimiiiec, they 
could not even cow eft iLc giammatical cnor to which he had 
alluded ; they, eould only cxpciicncc the moitiiication of 
dwelling upon claules, that called loudly for qju ration, and 
were replete with obvious defefts, which they could not cure, 
without running the rifcjne of eiihei lofing the hi I, or get- 
ting into a difference with the other Hoiiic. For thefe, 
tliwiclore, and other realons, lie advifed their Lordfliips to 
pioceed no faithcr Hiih the bill that ftflion,'"but to wait till 
the next, (which would only be a delay of three or four 
months) and by taking lime to get a inoie fijl knowledge of 
the fafts, on which the regulations, that might hcrcatrcr be 
thought iKcellaiy, wcic to prcx'ecd, lei what was to become 
law be fanflioncd by public conviflion, that it was wile, ex- 
pedient, and politii. 

The Duke ot Alamhrfur lofc to fay a few words in reply. " 
His (iiace aiilwcicd Loid Loughborough’s objtflioiis to the 
different dailies one aticr anothet. He aiked in the fiift 
place, whcie the noble and Icained Loid had difcovcrcd that 
the dcftruftion of office was the intrcalc of inlluencc and 
patronage ? 'J'lic power \cftcd in the Loids of the 1 icafury, 
in the Itrond pigc, was merely tli#t of fiippicffmg, not of 
Cl eating ( Ih cs. \V iili legard to the clautc m the lixth page, 

'his Giace laid, if the noble and lea inq|l Lord took the next 
claulc wuh th itiic objcflcd to, he would lee they were con- 
ne£lcd, and that tlio lem^ was dear. 

The Eail ct Lrhnghain laid a few woids in explanation of 
the claufe in the fixth page of the bill* 

The tail ot declared he IhouKl vote for the bill ; Eirlof 

butconfelRd he had not read it, having his attention lately 
^,ngaged by ftill greater objcfls. Hcwillied well, however, * * 
to the bill, as It iencli.d to public refoiin. He declared he 
fliould be haj)py to lee the idea cairicd f.irtiicr, but advifed 
that Houfe not to meddle' w'liii the other Houleof Parliament, 

\\or in any lefped whatever to intrude on the rights of the 
people. 

'Ehe Lord Chancellor put the queftion, “ That the order 
be difeharged.” 

The qu'ftion being put thereupon, the Houfe divided: 
contents, 9; notconicnt,, 44. , ^ 

The bill was then read a Icconcl time, and committed. 

# Lord Stormont role, and laid, that according to the ideas 
pf fome noble Lords who fupported the nicalurc, he would ' 

• confidcr 
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confidcr the bill for retrenching the public expence, and abo- 
Iilhmg certain offices, as a bill of regulation only, and there- 
fore he would conceive himfclf, in this view of it, at full 
liberty to canvas, objcfl, or amend any one part orclaufeof 
it; and he begged to know from noble Loid^, whether they 
would objeft ^io any and every amendment he (hould propofc, 
and determine to pafs the bill in grofs with all its imper- 
feftions. 

The Earl of Shelburne replied, that he was much aftonifhed 
Sndburne. objcAion come from that quarter, on a fubjeft 

fo fully, and fairly, and ably difeuffed, where a great majo* 
rity of their Lordfhips had determined to carry the bill into 
a law, notwithftanding that it might be accompanied with a 
few cnors. It was a bill of fuch importance to this coun- 
try, that if it were not obtained now, it probaldy never 
would. For Jiis part, he flood on public ground and public 
favour; but wliatevcr confidence might be repofed in him, if 
he wcjc placed m the exalted fituation of that gicat and venc« 
li’ldc man, which tlic hand of Heaven had fnatched to hap- 
jrer regions, yet ho would not have the people truft to him, 
or to any other ftt of imn, faithcr than they had afted : — 
there was a cribs in th'i affairs of nations, like individuals, 
uhie’i fliould be embraced with cagernefs and rapture, for 
its continuance was predarious, and its return uncertain, 
'Fhib was the great crilis which cvciy man in the nation faw 
favourable to liberty, fne rc-cftal)lifhmcnt of the conftitution, 
as well as the recovery of an empire ncarl’^ ruined by cor- 
rupt rulers. Whatever might be laid, he would fupport the 
bill, for if H: was not now obtained he feared it ncvci would ; 
and noiwithflandiug alv*that had been laid to the contrary, he 
thought candidly, , that the objcdlions he haJ'hcaid went to 
the principle, * 

-tftrd Lord faid, to convince noble Lords that he wms 

Stormont. fiitiuHy i-o ij.e |)rmciple, if gentlemen would divide the bill, 
by Liin.,in'^ a Ihoit one into the Common^, he would I’up- 
poit it it no r.Lf' exceptionable mattci were introduced into it. 
'/Lord "I'hc £/r iC'^Drcllr i.od, that at thi> llagc of tlie feffion the 

ChancLlIor. objcft could not be attained in the manner propofed by the 
nol>!c Loul ; and it would be adopting the mofi ceitainmean$ 

I ' of lufing I he bill perhaps for ever. 

Lord Loul Cam . n 1 Tul, that he did not expeft either debate or 

Cjimdcn. oppofirion ro the bill after all that had been urged yefterday; 

tmd only role now to fay, that the bill had his moft hearty 
approbation and concurrence. It was, in his judgment, to^ 
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all intents and pnrpofes a money-bill, therefore he fliould not 
confent to make amendments, bccaufe the Commons, in that 
cafe, would certainly rejeft it, and a bill in conkcjucncc 
would be loft <5n which the whole have fixed ihcir attention : 
therefore, though the bill had fomc inaccuracies, on account 
of .the abundant good with which it was fraught, it fliould 
have his fupport. 

The Duke of Richmond faid, that it was partly a bill of re- rJwkc of 
gulation, as well as a money bill, but granting it the latter, 
he faid, whatever the Commons or other noble perfons thought, 
he was fure that the Lords had a right to alter a money hill. 

What, (hall the Commons tax all our fortunes, and lay, that 
we have no right to alter an iota in this taxation r The doc- 
trine, his Loullhip faid, was unpailiamcntary ; for when the 
militia was cllalililhed, the Commons voted fixty thoufand 
pounds, but the Lords reducc^l it to half that fum, and this 
was a money hill. Alter lomc converfation the oppofition 
was witluliawn. 

f 

The Earl of Mingdon^ in conformity with the notice he Farl of 
liad given of his intention in hisfpetyh on the I7tb of June, Abmifdoa, 
lofc upon this day, and laid, My Lords, having fomc days 
agofignified my intention of troubling y^ur Lorelfhips with a 
motion refpcdting^lhc prefent relative fituaiion of Ii eland ancl 
this country, I now rife to fay a few words more upon that 
fubjeft. Perfuaded as I was, my Lords, that nothing would 
be left undone in the adjuftment of the daims of Iicland upon 
this country by his Majefty’s prefcot Miniftcrs that ought to 
be done; and finding that when thofe claims were made un 7 
dcr the joint concuricncc of both Houfes of Parliament in 
Ireland, that they were not only liftencd to by his Mnjefty^s 
prefent Miniftcrs, but were handfomcly, liberally, and man- 
fully acceded to by them in every particular ; (I fay man- 
fully, my Lords, bccaufc, in fomc cafes, it is as much a 
of manhood to give way, as it 1$ to demand ; and 1 fay in 
every particular, Lccaufc nothing was alLcd that was not 
gnnted ;) I did conceive, that as in mufic the apt relblution 
of diicords furififhcs themoft Complete and perfeft harmony, 
fo the fame cfFcft, for the fame rcafon, would as readily^ and 
as naturally have been produced here; and conceiving this, * 
that is, fuppofing inftead of difeord, that concord was to pre- 
vail; and inftcad of diflention, unanimity was to fuccecd, al- 
though the affairs of Ireland, fitmi the weight and importance 
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of them, had rcftcd long and- much upon my mind, they no 
longer became the fubjeft of my relltftions : but, my Lords, 
perceiving that I was miftaken in my conception, and that 
although Ireland had obtained all file had requefted, themea- 
fure was not complete, nor was the cup yet full ; I then took 
the liberty of fuggefting to your Lordfliips my intention of 
making the motion which 1 have juft alluded to. 

But, my Lords, finding, from ihc latenefs of the fcilion, 
that nothing can be done in confequcnce of this motion, (and 
that fomeihing muft be done, I will venture lb far to opiniatr# 
this matter, as to prefume) the prefent purpofe of my rifing, 
is principally to inform your Lordfhips, that 1 fliall poftpone 
■the making of this motion to our next meeting in Parliament ; 
when I fhall moft afiurcdly, and as early as poilible, bring it 
forward, together with the arguments that 1 Iball then have 
the honour to fubmit to your Lordfhips in the fupport of it. 

But, my Lords, having falcl this, I ftill think that the 
Houfe (hould not feparate, without my putting your Lord- 
fhips in pofTelfion of the nature, drift, and tendency of this 
motion. It is a refpeft that is due to yuur Lorddiips, it is 
what the Houfe, perhips, has a right to look for, and indeed 
the importance of the moment I'cems to call for it. Whether 
it may medt your Lordihips ideas, or whether any thing that 
comes from me can merit the attention of the Houle, is not 
for me lodcarmine^ Ail that I can fay is, that it proceeds 
from a moft linccic and honeft zeal 10 tender myl'clf of as 
much ufe to my country as I can, at a time when the aflift- 
ance of alt is required, and the ferviccs of none arc to be re- 
jefted. lender thel’t circumftanccs, then, I am to inform 
your Lordiliips that the motion which I (liall have the honour 
to make at a future day, being a motion for leave to bring in 
a bill, this bill is already prepared, and being prepared, as it 
not only takes in the fubftance of this motion, but compre- 
hends the whole of my objedl, To to give your Lordfhips the 
contents oft|jis bill, is to furnifh the Houfe with the infor- 
mation, which for the prefent 1 wilb to convey ; and there- 
fore, my Lords, 1 iball beg leave that the clerk be now per- 
mitied to lead this bill, 

. The clerk accordingly read^as follows: aft declara^ 

tory of the folc and exclufiv? right of the Parliament of 
^ Gre?t Britain to make and enaft laws and ftatutes, with 
* power to regulate and controul the external commerce, or fo- 
reign trade of Great Briiain, and of all fuch kingdoms and 

countries. 
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countries, parts, and places,* as now arc, or may hereafter be, 
under the fovereignty of, that are annexed to, conneded 
with, or ih any wile dependent upon, or whole inhabitants 
are the fubjeftsof, the imperial Crown of this realm. 

Whereas the right to the fovcrcignty Sind dominion of 
the Britifli fcas is the real, fundamental, and undoubted pre- 
rogative of the Crown of this realm, the Kings of England 
having been (quatenus Kings of England) not only univcrfally 
acknowledged to be the lawful fovereignsof the Englilh Teas, 
but as lucli have had the uninterrupted fanftion of no Icfs than 
between fcventcen and eighteen centuries to countenance and 
uphold them both in the claim and practice of this right. 

And whereas it being to our maritime force that vvefare 
indebted as well for the prefervation of this right to the fo- 
vcrcignty and dominion of the leas, as for the proteftion of 
our external commerce or foreign trade, for the poHcirion of 
our valuable colonies and plantations abroad, for our riches, 
for the improvements of our lands, for the confumption of 
our manufadturcs, and for our greatnefs and power as a nation 
at hornj^ nay, for the vciy iafety and fecuiiiy of the kingdom 
itlclf againft the invalions of our Enemies ; (b this maririmo 
force depending for its very hemgand exiflencc upon riic ex- 
ternal commerce or foreign trAlc of Great llritain and its 
empire, whilft the power to regulate and controul this exter- 
nal commerce or foreign trade by %hc Parliament of Great 
Britain is as ifcccH'ary for the profperity of this trade or com- 
merce, as this trade or commerce is cllential to the very* 
being and exiftcncc of our maritime force, it \A power veiled 
in the Parliament of Great Britain,® fur the maintenance and 
fup^ort of tlic prerogative of the CJiovvn in the fovereignty 
and dominion of the leas. 

And whereas this right to the fovereignty and dominion 
of the feas, whence the power of regulating and controuling 
the external commerce or foreign tra<Ic of Great Ihitain and 
its empire by the Briliih Parliament is dcrivird, is thus, ‘ not 
only the mod precious jewel of bis Majclly\ Crown, Imjt 'ncxt 
under God the principal means of our fafty and w’calih, fo 
all true Englifli hearts and h .nds being bound to keep and 
preferve the fame, even with the uttermoft hazard of their 
lives, their goods, and fortunes 

May it therefore plcafc your Majefty that it maj be 
enabled and <Icclarcd, anrl be it cnafted and declared by riie 
King’' moll excellent M»jcfty, by and with the advice and^ 
content of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commont 
VoL. Vllt Aaa • in 
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in this prcfent Parliament aiTembled, and by the authority of 
the fame, that the Parliament of Great Britain bath, evc¥ 
had, and of folc and exclulive right ought always to have, 
power to make and enaA laws and ftatuces to regulate and 
controul the external commerce or foreign trade of Great 
Britain, and of all fuch Kingdonts and countries, pai^s and 
places, as now are, or hereafter may he, under the ^ fove- 
reigaty of, that arc annexed to, connefted with, or in any 
wile dependent upon, or whofe inhabitants are the fubjefts 
of, the Imperial Crown of this realm. 

Provided ncvcrthcrefs, that the faid laws and ffatutes, fa 
made and enafted with power to regulate and controul the 
external commerce or foreign trade of Great Britain and its 
empire, arc not meant or intended, direftly or indire£lly, as 
laws and ftaiutes for the purpofe of raifing a revenue, nor for 
any other internal life wlratever in or over tbofe kingdoms or 
countries, parts or places, of wKofc external commerce or 
foreign trade fuch regubtion and controul fhall be had : but 
as mere provifions of enlargement to, or matters of reftriftioa 
upon, fuch trade or commerce as may tend to the common 
advantage and general goo&’ of the whole. 

And whereas the kingdom of Ireland U not only under 
Ihc fovereignt^ of the ImpcKal Crown of this realm, and 
thereby partakes of the benefit of our maritime force in pro- 
tcAion and aid-of her commerce, but the Weflern Sea, in 
which Ireland is included, is a part of the mafritime empire 
of the Kings of England ; and whereas by an aft made in the 
aothyearof Idsprclent Majefty, cntitlecf, ‘An aft toallovr 
tlie trade between Ireland<ind the Britifh Colonies and plan- 
tations in America, and the Weft-tndies,’ the power of re- 
gulating and controiiling the external commerce or foreign 
trade of Ireland is taken out of the Parliament of Great Bri** 
tain, (where it of right belongs, and fo of right ought to re- 
main) and, in nianifclt violation and open breach of the 
Conftitutibn, (In^fmuch as ‘ the legifiative being butade- 
Icgatedrpovver from the people, thofe who have it, cannot pafs 
ft over to others,’) is veiled in the Parliament of Ii eland ; it 
is hereby enaAed by the authority aforefaid, that fuch 
fo far as it relates to the taking of this power out the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, and veiling it in the Parliament of 
Ireland, Hiallbe, and the fame » hereby, repealed and made 
void : Bur in all other refpeAs, the &id aA to be and \o re- 
main in full force and eifeA, any thing herein contained to 
tlic contrary in any wife notwitlm^ding : It being in no wife 
I . * the 
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the meaning or intention of this afl to Jcprivc the kingclom of * 

Ireland, in this or in any other inftancc, of that freedom in 
trade which (hould in common belong to that country as well 
as to this, J)ut merely to aileit in the Parliament of CJrcat 
Britain, where alfo the feat of ihe eriipir(k is, the foie and 
exclulive power of regulation and controul therein. 

“ And whereas this prerogative in the Crown to the /b- 
vereignty and dotninion of the fcas has been cxerciled, not only 
with refpeft to the external commerce or foreign trade of 
Great Britain and its cmpiic, but bcing'acknowledged, and 
having been exerted even againll States totally unconncAed 
with and independent of the Imperial Crown of this realm, 
and this not only too in the cafe of a general obedience to/bur 
flag, but in the inllance of our imiuuital Queen Elizabeth’s 
having a£lually *foibid the King of Erance to build any 
more fliips of war than be had, without lier leave Aril had 
and obtained it is hereby farther enabled, and by the au- 
thoiity aforclaid, that it neither fhall nor may l>c lawful to, 
nor for any fuch kingdoms or countries, parts or places of the ‘ 

Britifli empire, as arc above deferibed, to eicA or to build 
any fliips or vcfl'cls of war, or to f«pport>or maintain a navy, 
any otherwife than under the management and diredioR of 
the Lord Higb-Adiuiial, or theJLords Commfflioners of the 
Admiralty of Great lliitain for the time being, and as fubjeft 
to Britifli a£ls of Paibamcnt, and t% fuch other and to the 
fame laws and«rcgulations only, as the Ihips and vcfl'els of 
war and tire navy of Ciieat Britain aic.” *' 

The Clerk having fiiiiflicd reading the bill^ the Earl of Bari «f 
jibingdoH rofe a fecond time, an 4 faid, fuch, my Lords, Abinjdon* 
is the nature of this bill, and (uch the ground upon which it 
Hands. The line between Ireland and this country muft be . 
drawn ; this country demands it, as well as Ireland, and 
who fhall fay that this is not the lincof right between them ? 

The Parliament of Great B/itain has nothing to do with the 
internal Icgiflation of Ireland, nor of rigjit never having 
had, what it has hitherto ufurptdly excrcil'ed, it has n«w‘liQ« 
nourably furrendered. But, my Lords, the feat of the em- 
pire is here ; the fca ii ours ; and as to regulate and controul 
the commerce of that I’ca for the fake of our navy, is the foie 
and exclulive right of the -Br'tiflt Parliament; fo to give up 
that right, is to give up the (cat of the empire ; it is to abo- 
lilh and annihilate your Parliaments ; it is to fever and tot^ly 
to feparate Great Biitain from the reft of the Britifh empirej ^ 
leaving it a country to ftand flngly, and by itfelf alone, for 

A a a 2 • it 
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it IS the only tie, it is the- only bond of union that now re- 
mains to the Britifli empire ; it is to place England as to Ire- 
land, not in the relative fituation that Ireland was to Eng- 
land, (ilioiigh this is a condition not to be fubmitted to on 
the parr of this country) but it is to raife a competition be- 
twixt the two l^ingdom , which muft infallibly end in the 
ruinoflx)th. It is that wh:ch America never demanded of 
Great Britain, and which, if flte had demanded, friend as I 
am to America, and a better friend fhe has nor, I had been 
among the fort moft of her enemies ; but not fatisfied with 
this, which America readily yielded to you, you wanted 
more, and in fighting for that more, you have loft the whole ; 
it is that therefore which ihc PaVliamenl of Grear Britain can 
iic\^cr accede to Ireland, nor part with but in the aft of its 
own dilfolution and deftruftion. But I am rcafoning upon 
this fubjeft, which I did not intend, and therefore, my Lords, 
I have atprclcnt only to move, that this bill may lay on 
the table for the inlpcftionof your Lordfhips.*^ 
torj Lord Camden faid, that the bill could not be laid upon the 

Camden, table, until leave fliould have been firft obtained (by motion) 
to bring it into the Heufe^ 

The bill was not hud upon the tabic. 

‘ 8 . • 

The order of the da^^^was called for the third reading of 
the Borough Court hill. ^ 

The Lord Chancellor moved ^ that the third reading of this 
bill bcpoftpoKcd to this day two months.’ 

7'lic Ploul'e divided up^n theqiotion, when there appeared. 
Contents, 9 ; not-contents, 6 . 

And adjourned. 

.W9- 

No debate. 


** July 10 . 

■ « l „ • 

The amendments made in the Committee on the E O bill 

were reported ; when the clerk hat! read them, 

Duke of The Duke of Cbandos exprclled his concern that the bill 
Ckandos- had not been brought in earlier io the fcflton ; when their 
Lorddiips would have had more time to attend to an objeft of 
fuc'h moment to the public, as the prevention of the pernici- 
-•ous prdftice of gaming. However, late as the feflion was, 

he 
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he hopeJ their Lordfiiips would |igrcc with him that fomething 
ought to he done to put an end to a praf^icc that w.is not only 
pernicious in itlclf, hut allb, from the confcquenccs which 
jnuft naturally flow from it ; for he iinderllood that gaming 
was carried ort in houlcs where drinking and every tpccies of 
inamorality prevailed. He feared, that froit! the very little 
tjnic that renunned to the end of the feflion, there would he 
no opportunity of amending the bill, or bringing the Houle 
of Commons to agree to the amendments made in their Lord- 
fliips Committee ; and therefore he was apprehcnfivc that a 
bill which he deemed highly ncccHary might I^c loft, if their 
Lordfliips fliouUI approve of thefe .amendments. It was his 
wifh therefoK that they* might he rejefted by the Houfc, left 
they fliould prove fatal to the hill ; and as Parliament was io 
meet .'igain in a few monflis, their Lordfliips would foon have 
?n opportunity loconcftluch parts of the hill as experience 
Ihould prove to he rcpichenfddc. 

The Earl of Rfhyighum^ on the other hand, was of opinion, Earl of 
that the amendments were extremely proper, and conrequcnily 
that they oiighi to he agreed to by the Houfc. His Lord- • 
fliiphad conlullcd iomc able lawyers on the fubjeft, and he 
found that theic was no ncceflity for many parts of the bill, 
as there were already in being three dilTercnl ijaiutcs pafled 
in the reign of Henry VIII, whifli would fully anfvvcr moll 
of thepurpofes of the prefent hill ; the game of E O indeed 
did not, he underftord, come wiihin^thc meaning of thefe 
llatulcs, and wfls not illegal; as therefore it was his wifli to 
put it down, he had cunicnied to an amendment by which, 
fuch a game fliould, in future, be pronounced ^fo he unlaw- 
ful ; but wliicli, at the lame tiinc,®providcd againft many 
enormous ahufes of power to which the bill, in its original 
ftatc, would have opened a door. 


The Lord Chancellor pur the queftion, whether the amend- Lord 
ments Ihould be agreed to or not; and it was carried in the Chintdlor* 
affirmative without any faillicr debate, and without, a divi- 
lion. — A motion was then made to adjourn, • 

The Duke of immediately rofe, and faid, fljat as df ^ 

be confidertcl that this was the laft day of their meeting, pre- 


vious to the prorogation, he could not confeni to the queftion 
for adjournmg, until he fliould have faid a few words to fheir 
Lordfhips on the late rcvoltiiion which had taken place in his 
Majefty’s Counril. The firft thing that naturally fflggeft^d 
itfelfto his mind, w'as that melancholy event i)y which thiS 
country had been deprived pf one of its brighteft ornaments ; 

and 
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am’ had received a blow, which, he was afraid, it would ne- 
ver be able to recover : the noble Marquis, of whole lamented 
death he was I'peakin'g, was the bond of union ^hich kept all 
parties cbnneaed ; he it was who cemented all dcfcriptions of 
men, and prcfe.'vcd unanimity in Council ; lorry he was to 

fay, tliat with* him that unanimity was dilTolved, and with 

him tk>t happy union, from which th,s “““3 
derived hopes of feeing more profperous days. The extinflion 
of unanimity had manifefted itfclf by the reparation from the 
Cabinet of two of the gicatcft wrfons who lat in o* O"® 
of them it would but ill become him to fpcak in that ftrain.of 
panegyric, which was ib juftly due to h.s abilities ; his near 
rel .lion to him pointed out the propriety pf fiftnee on th« 
fSbieft ; but from that filcnce he wiflied their Lordfhips would 
colica his fentiments of the perfqn alluded to. The other 
Miniftcr who had withdrawn hiinlelf from the Cabinet, was 
a noble Lord, whole integrity a,nd charaaer would adorn any 
Nation or alfembly in life ; and it was Paufc of 

the deepeft concern, that two luch men Ihould 
it incompatible with their principles, to aflift with their ad-: 
vice ihi' otlur fervants q( his Majelty. It was now proper 
for him to Hate his realons for not having foll^ed the exam- 
ple of thefof two very refpeaablc pcrlons. There had been 
laid down certain principles, which he conceived to have been 
the balls of the Adminiftration, that was formed upon the 
ruins of that which had been overturned, in a great "leaAire, 
by the great powers of one of the tvvo ebarafters he had al- 
.luded to. ye had not hitherto obferved, and he had been 
watchful on Chat head, the Icaft deviation from any otc of 
thefe fundamental principles; as 

find tint by ihefe principles the noble Lord near him, notv 
. at the head of the Treafury, fliould condufl the meafurcs of 
his adminiftration, fo long he Ihould conceive it « »ii8 

duty to give him. every fupport in h.s power; 
meJt hc^lhould difeover in bim an 

principles, froift that moment he would ftand foremoft in the 

inoft'dctcrniinedoppofttion to his government. 

The firlt of theie great principles was the luaeptndcme oj 
America. 'I'lie new adminiftration had come in upon this 
exnrcfs ground, that peace with America was -trf be obtained 
at any ntc ; that is to fay in plain Enghlh, that the inde- 
pendence of America Ihould not ftand m the way of fo defira- 
blc an objea as peace with that country ; it was not intended 
that this country ihould fubmit to any hunuliaung 
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but peace was to be obtained ■at any rate. From this prin- 
ciple he had not as yet perceived the leaft deviation ; and 
confcqucntlyhe faw no reafon why he fhould withdraw him- 
felf from councils, which, he conceived, were governed by 
the letter and fpirit of the original ftipulation 6f the Culrinct 
with the King. And here his Grace felt it incumbent on him 
to* declare, that his MajeAy had performed, with a religious 
icrupuloAty, all that he had promifed ; and had not once ma- 
nifel^ the leaA fymptom of a deAre to deviate from bis Ai- 
pulatrons. His Grace was thoroughly fatisfied that no change 
was intended by his MajeAy to he made in the Cabinet formed 
at the downfal of the late miniAry ; and he verily belie ve(| 
that no change would have been made, if the fatal event to 
which he had already alluded, had not made it ncccAary. 

That a plan fif reform Jhould he adopted in all the depart- 
ments under the Crowtty was another Aipulation on the part 
of the MiniAry ; fomc Aeps h*ad already been taken to carry 
this fyAem into cAc£l ; but though he thought as refp^flfully 
of the diAerent bills that had been brought into Parliament 
for that purpofe, as any noble Lord in that Houfe, he muft 
at the fame time fay, that they fell {9 far ihort of what re- 
mained Aill to be done', that with the noble Lor^ near him 
(Lord Shelburne) he muA look upAi them rather as a begin- 
ning, than the completion of that great work of reformation, 
for which the MiniAry Aood commitdd ; and therefore he 
Ihould exped thift the noble I.ord would carry on the fpirit 
of reform with vigour ; and that he would make it, as he 
fiood bound that it Ihould, pervade every deparynent of the 
Hate. • 

The influence _ of the. Crown in Parliament %vas to he dimi- 
injhed\ this was another great principle upon which tlic 
iUminiAration was formed, and the nation faw how ncccffary 
fuch a meafure vvas at this particular period ; conAitutcchas 
the Houle of Commons was at piclcnt, and had been for 
fome ages paA, it would rcaliy be a mockc f, and a libel 
upon truth and common fenfe, to call it a fair reprcfcntaflon 
of the people : he himfelf had two years ago brought a bill 
into that Houfe for rendering more equal the reprefentation 
of the people.. Whether fuch a regulation might be adopted 
or not, he could not fay : but he was convinced that the na- 
tion at Urge called for, and looked for fome regulatioir tha^ 

^ould refeue the Houfe cf Commons from theci-liquy under 
which it laboured in its prefent conAitation. 


Theft 
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Thefc were the great outlines of the plans, which niiniftry 
Hood committed to themfelves, and to the public, to carry 
into execution. Peace with America was certainly the moft 
prcfling objeft at prefent; and he firmly belicVcd it to be the 
objeft neareftthe hearts of all his Majefty’sminifters ; various 
might be the means of attaining this great point ; but though 
there might be a difference of opinion as to the means, he 
was fatisfied that they were all united as to the end. The 
feflionwas now drawn to its conclulion, and nothing of^urfe 
could be now done by Parliament relative to America ; but 
this much he muft declare, that it was his firm opinion, that ‘ 
this country could not be fafe, if before the end of the next 
fcilion an aft (liould not pafs, to declare America inde- 
pendent. 

Thefc, his Grace faid, were his general principles; and as 
long as he fhould find that the poble Lord near him adhered 
to them, he might be fure of his fupport : he really had no 
diftruft of the noble Lord’s intentions ; but as a Whig, of 
which defeription of men his Grace profefled himfclf to be, . 
he held it to be his dut and that of the Parliament, to keep 
a watchful eye upon minifters,,and not to fufFcr a linglc aft 
of theirs tQ pafs over unexamined. 

The Karl of Shelburne rofe next ; he returned his thanks to 
the noble Duke for the good opinion which he was plcafcd to 
entertain of him, arfd which he trufted he would never give 
hirn caufc to alter or retiaft : it was from his meafurcs, not 
from his pjomifes, that he expefted to derive fupport ; and 
if they fliovld not be found to deferve it, he would not re- 
pine at not finding it.^ He lamented as much as any man tlic 
lofs of the noble Marquis ; he lamented alfo the lofs the Ca- 
binet muft fuftain by the retreat of two moft rcfpeftable per- 
fonages indeed ; the one by the uncommon fplendour of abi- 
lities; the other by his unimpcached integrity and chaftity of 
charaftcr : but ftill he would not think fo ill of the other eight 
Qiinifters whoVemained in the council, as to fuppofe that they 
wc?e not as attacked to principle, and as zealous in the»fupport 
of it, as thofe two gentlemen, and confequently that the pub* 
lie might reft fatisfied, that while they continued in office 
there could be no departure from thofe great pvnei pics which 
had formed the bafis of their adminiftration. And here his 
tLordlhip thought it neceiTary to obferve, that he was bound 
to thefe principles, only bccaufe he thought them juft and 
expedient ; for he did not go into the Cabinet as the avowed 

« fupporter 
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fupporter of any man, or body of men ; he had taken a fhare 
in the adminidration of the country, merely as a member of 
the community, who had been chofen for that purpofe by his 
Sovereign; he*ftooJ not committed to any man ; and, thougli 
it had been inlinuated that he had fomented cflvifions for the 
purpofe of creating an opportunity to gratify his own ambi- 
tion, he would thus publicly declare, that he had facrificed 
the very fituation he now held to his dcfirc of preferving har- 
mony and unanimity in the Council ; and xhough the office 
of Firft Lord of the Treafury was moft certainly within his 
grafp, when the lirft arrangements were forming, he lacri- 
ficcd that obje£V, which appeared to be fo dclirablc to others^ 
and joined the reft of his Majefty’s new Miniftersin foliciting 
and prefling the noble Marquis, now no more, to accept of 
that employment. It was true, indeed, that his pri nci pics dif- 
fered in fomcrelpefts from thofe of Ibmcof his then colleagues; 
but when they pleaded confiftcncy, it was but fair that he 
fhould ftand upon his confiftcncy as firmly as they cjid upon 
theirs; and it- would have been very fingular indeed, if he 
fhould have given up to them all ih^fe conftitutional ideas, 
which for feventeen years he [lacl imbibed fiom his maftcr in 
politics, the late Earl of Chatham : that noble l^arl had al- 
ways declared, that this country oitght not to be governed by 
any party or faftion; that if it was lo be fo governed, the 
conftitution muft neceflarily expire; x^ili llicfc principles he 
had always a£le<f ; they were not newly taken up for ambi- 
tious purpofes ; their Lordfhips might rccollcdt a particular , 
expreflion that he had ufed fomc time ago, wher^Tpeaking of 
party, he declared that he never xx^uld confent that the 
King of England fhould be a King of the Mahrattas,’^ 
among whom it was a cuftom for a certain number of great 
Lords to elcft a Pelhaw, who was the creature of an anfto- 
cracy, and was vefted with the plenitude of power, while the 
King was, in faft, nothing more than a royal pageant, or 
puppet. • 

Theft being his principles, it was natural for him to ftand 
up for th€ prerogative of the Crown, a/id inlift upon the 
King’s rjght to appoint his own fervants. If the power wiiict 
others wilhec^to affumc, of vefting in ilic Cabinet the right 
of appointing to all, places, ind filling up all vacancies fhould 
once be cftabliflicd, she King muft then refemble the Kingo/ 
the Mahrattas, who had nothing of foverngnty but the name ; • 
in that cafe the monarchial part of the conftitution wou!d be 
abforbed by the ariftocracy,.and the famed conftitution of 
England would be no more. It was his aidhercnce to thefe 
Vol.VIL Bbb principle 
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principles that had drawn upoii him fome recent attacks, and 
faftencci upon him the imputation of dcfigns which he had 
never harboured : that it was nothing but this ‘adherence to 
confiftency that hadcaufed the late reparation m the Cabinet, 
he woulci appeal to the members of that Cabinet ; for though 
much had fincc been infinuatcd relative to the bufincfs of 
Africa, yet thole Minifters could all vouch, that in the 
Cabinet no reafon of that nature or complexion had been af* 
iigned for the late refignations, nor had been even hinted in 
that quarter, where, upon a rclignation, there refided a right 
to demand the rcafons for quitting the lervicc of the Crown. 

It had been infinuatcd, that he had changed his opinion re- 
lative to the independence of America. But this was not the 
fa£t ; his opinion on that fubjeft was ftlll the fame that it had 
ever been ; he had declared it often, and he would repeat it 
now in the mod public and explicit manner: It had ever 
been his opinion, that the independence of America would be 
a dreadful blow to the grealncfs of this country ; and that 
when it fliould be eftablifhed, the fun of England might bo 
laid to have fet : he had therefore always laboured to prevent 
lb fatal a misfortune frefin befalling his country ; he had ufed 
every effort in public and in private, in England and out of 
it, to guard it from lb dreadful a difaftcr : but now the fatal 
necellity of iecing it fall upon us appeared in full view ; and 
to neceflity he might obliged to, give way, but to nothing 
Ihorl of nccellity woulci he give way on that <iead ; and when 
he IhouKI have done it, he would confefs that the gVeateft 
misfortune 'nad arrived that had ever fallen upon* Great Bri- 
tain. But wnilc hefcK the neceflity of giving way to una- 
voidable misfortunes, he was free to fay, that it was his firm 
opinion the melancholy event had been haflened, by the rafli 
and precipitate advice that had been fo frequently given 
by Ibinc people, fome years ago, to acknowledge an 
independence, which then might have been deftroyed in the 
bud. It had li'jcn infinuatcd clfcwhere, that had his prin- 
ciploj been knowmrelalive to American independence, the 
people of America would be backward to treat with him for 
i)cace; but he had learned luflicicnt by the information he re- 
ceived during the laft two months that he was Secretary nf 
State, and lince, that there was no man with whom the 
Americans would moic willingly treat than with himfclf. As 
to the fteps that had been already taken towards a peace with 
America, his Lordfliip entreated their Lordftiips would give 
him credit when he alibred thciij that the principle laid down 
relative to peace. with America at .any rate, and which had 

been 
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been fo correftly ftatcci by ‘the noble Duke, had not in the 
fmalleft degree been departed iVoin : the dilpAtches upon that 
iubjeft muft remain fccrct for the prefent ; biu the day would 
come when rfic publication of them could not be attended 
with any injury to the public : to that day ho looked ^ith an 
earned anxiety ; he t! tided it was not far didant; he hoped 
'he diould be able to lay them upon tlie table of Iioth Ujjj^rcs 
of Parliament early in the enfuing rcllion ; when he wa^on- 
vinced) their Lordfhips and thej^ublic would be farished that 
the infinuations thrown our, relative to a change of fydem in 
Ahferica, were totally without foundation. 

The language of dcfpondcncy, which had been fo often 
held, had never, in his opinion, been produflive of any good*; 
he would have the world know, that though this country 
fhould have received a fatal blow by the imlependencc of 
America, dill there was a determination to improve every 
opportunity, and lo make thV mod vigorous exertions to pre- 
ventthe Court of France from Ining in a fituation to diftatc 
the terms of peace ; the fun of England would fet with ihp lofs 
of America ; but it was his reloluiion to improve the twilight, 
and to prepare for the riling of England’s fun again, and he 
hoped die would fee many, ifiany more happy d^s. 

The no!)lc Duke had done ju{Wcc to the chfrafler of the 
common nndcr whom they boililervcd. His Majedy had 
not only performed all that he had prd|nifed, buthchavl done 
a great deal more than he had promifed, when it was in his 
power lo have evaded the p^;r^ormancc of that which he had 
promifed ; and this he could fay with truth, that a Prince" 
more difpofed to comply with the willies of ffis people, be 
believed, never fit upon the Bririfli throne. As to his fu- 
ture meafures, he woyld truft to the propriety of them -for 
fupport, and diould look for it only inafmuch as they fliould 
be found to deferve it ; he never had, and never would, look 
to men ; it was to meafures only he had always attended; 
and he wifhed that their Lordfliips would dejJ by hirh jud in 
the fame manner. • • ' 

He found, by the great eagernefs that fome men had ex- 
prellcd to be at the head of the Treafury* that with them the,, 
Treafury appeared to be an engine, without which Admini- 
dration coum not be fupported. Upon all lulje&sof refifrm, 
he had heard men fay, “ the patronage of the Treafur,y muft 
be preferved, or the Houfc of Commons can never be m<-. 
n igcd.” Now, for his part, he had never thought ihcTrca^ 
lui y ncccdary to the management of the Houle of Commons, 
and he was determined to try which of thc^wo opinions wa» , 
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well founclcil. He had been often told by a learned Lord, 
who had once adorned the woolfack, that for the refpeft and 
reputation he had acquired while he was Chancellor, he was 
indebted to the impartial diftribution of the chur;:h patronage, 
which the Conftiiution had veiled in the Great Seal. His 
Lordlrtp was relblved lodiftribute the patronage of theTrea- 
iur||||ju{l as the learned Lord had diOribured that of the* 
ChlRh ; the men of worth, and of prerenfions from merit 
and birth, fliould indifcriminalcly receive their (hare ; and 
he hoped that the confequehre would prove to the world, 
that a corrupt diftribution of Tieafury patronage in the Houfe 
of Commons, was not at all nccefl'arj to the fupport ot Go- 
vern menr. 

There remained for him to fay a word or two rrlailve to 
the penfion, which had been the fnbjeft of a dit ,.ic die-* 
where: he certainly, as one of his Majefty’s MiniHcis, had 
advifed the King to grant it ; but he could allure their Lord- 
fliips that the idea of ihc penfion had notoriginated with him : 
the piopofition came from the noble Maiquis, now no more ; 
and nc tvas happy to have in his poflt’ffion that noble Lord’s 
letter on the fubjeft, ir^A-hich he propofed the penfion as a 
compenfation to the genilemarv upon whom the penfion was 
to be fettled^ for having gjven up his pretenfions to the Pay- 
office : and he thought th?ir Lordfhips ought not to deem the 
provifion cither incqubable nr too grcai, for a gentleman who 
had for twenty years been ftripped ot ihofccq?olumenis which 
he muft have derived from his profclfion : that gentleman 
hitnfelf objfdlcd to a penfion ; he willicd rather for ime pro- 
vifion in thc'iine of hi|. ^irofelfion ; but had at 1 aft given way 
to the defires Bf the noble Marquis, and confented to accept 
of a penfion, notequaho more than half the income which 
he muft have derived from that rank m the army to which he 
fhould by this lime have been raifed. 

llie l3uke rofe to explain: when he called 

himlclf a Whi^, he conceived himfclf to be one of that body 
of men, who,^afting upon revolution principles, and pro- 
fcfling ihemfclvcs friends to the liberties of the people, muft 
iM of a'wavs be backed by he countenance and fupjKirt of ihc peo« 
: if this was a parly, his Grace conftffcd that he would 
alV>3 rejoice to Ice the country governed by Vuch a party. 
As to the independence of America, be thought it, as well as 
, the noble Lord near him, a very great misfortune to the 
< kingdom ; but he thought it would be a dill greater misfor- 
tune to attempt to keep America dependent againft her own 
will ; and he thought the rnolh abfnrd and extravagant way 

that 
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that could poffibly enter the head of a madman, was to endea- ^ 

vour to bung AiiKiica to a dependence upon this country, 
by pulling ihe people of it out of the proic^lion of.thc laws; 
for where there was no prote£hon, tbcie could be no alle- 
giance. ^ • 

The Earl of Shelburne got up again ; he (aid, if a Whig 
\vas a man who a6ied upon revolution principles, and was a 
friend to the conftitution, and to the liberties of the pftptey 
he would be proud to call himfclf a Whig ; men of that de- 
feription muft necclTarily be fupported by^ the people ; and 
fuch men ought of courfe to govern the country, becaufe in Ths Etrlof 
the hands of luch men the conftitution would ever be held 
facred. As to the American war, he had ever been as great 
an enemy to it as the noldc Duke ; he had always contended, 
that It was unjuft in its principle, hccaufc it militated againil 
that great maxim ot our conftitution, which declares, that 
1-ngmh fubitfts, in whaifoevcr quaitcr of the globe, had a 
rigpt to the bendit of the Bntifh conftitution, the moil boafted 
^ and peculiar fianchiic of which was to be governed* Iw thofe. 
laws only, which th<y thcmfclvcs had enaded either uk per* 
fon, or by ihtir rtpu^cntati\cs. SThat war was now at an 
end ; no Miniftc r could, he were mad cn ugh to dciire it, 
piolccute It any longer; the rcfQluticns of PJrliament, and 
the gencial tin<e of the nation, vistre againft it; and here his 
Loulfliip ihouaht It proper to clcdai^, in order no quiet the 
alarms that been inouftiioufly railed in the minds of men, 
that nothing uas/arthcr fioin h\^ intert^on than to renew the 
war in Amciica ; the (w'ord was flicathcci, never to be druwti 
there again. Adjourned. 

July II. 

The Earl of Detbv n fe, and requefted that their Lordfhips 
would r.ivour him with their attention for a minute: he faid, 
he unJerftouil from the public prints, and aifo from private 
conveiiation with lome friends, that a noble Karl in that 
Hou e had diredly and pofitivcly aftir^med^ that knew , 

DO reafoo on GudS earth for the icccflion of a late right bo* • 
nourable Secretary from his M<ijeft)f» Council, than* this 
Cnglc one, that his Majcfty had been pleafed to appoint ItflH' '' 
to the (ItLihiion of Firft Lord of the Tqeafury ;^*b^egged 
leave to inform their Lordfhips, having authority^ To to do 
from the iiglit honourable gentleman concerned, that this a/* 
feruon, provided any fuch bad Dccn made by the noble Earths 
was not iounded in faA ; but on the contrary, was nothiog>|^ 
more nor lefs than a direCk deviation from the truth. He 
4 * called 
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called upon the noble Earl fo Hand forward and avow the 
aflcrtion ; and appealed to the other members of his Majeft v 's 
cabinet then prefent, to lay their hands upon their hcairs, nnd 
fay whether or not they did not know of another caufe the 
feceffionV)f th^ right honourable Secretary ; and wl'tihei or 
not that caufe did not confift in a confirmed ciifFcrencc o. fen- 
fimentt between the right honourable Sccrctafy and a nobI6 
Eafl, now fiift Lord of the IVeafniy, ritp^ fling fundamental 
points of the utmoft political magmiu ‘r. 

IHelarlof' The Earl of Shelburne dilavowed ihf i.ifl (*f ever having 
bhclSiuM* dire&ly affirmed that no other caule < xifi.d trr the (cceffion 
of the right honourable Seoetary, l)ut his own appointment 
to the firft feat at the Trc lury Board. He made no luch af- 
iertton ; but he had certainly faiJ, that in his opinion” that 
was the caufe, and the txclufive claulc ; hut he had not af* 
fened It as a faA. ^ 

E^ktof The Duke of Rtchmond got up, and laid, he cc^^nly 
R|c>n4M(<« confjdcred it, after what had t*illcn lioni the noble Eanlhho 
fpofceHifi, asan ad of jufiiccduc tothcit ht honourable gen«« 
ilemln alluded to, to declare that he undoubtedly differed in 
opinion from feme othti* members of his Majefiy’s Council, 
on fubjeds of the utinoff importince ; and that the right ho- 
nourable gct^lcman had openly avowed his intention to re* 
figer, on account of that elifferencc, previous to the death of 
the Marnuis of Rocktiyrhatn. 

Ln 4 Vift, Vilcount Kef*pei role next, and faid, ihat he alfo fek 

* him fdf under the lame obligation to dojoffice to his right 
^honourable td^on ; and then repeated die fad as dated by 
the Duke of ^fcaiond,i and contiuned the declaration that 
thercjwas a dmfnnct of fentiment U tween his right honour- 
tb!^ relation and the noble Lord at the head of the Treafury ; 
and that the former had d^nly and polirively declared in the 
Cabiner, in confcqaence of find ng himfclf in a minority on 
the quedion uthich condituted the ohjed of the fubfiding dif- 
ference, that he would refign his iituation ; and that too at 
a tkiig when the health of the Marquis of Rockingham was in 
a fluttering copdition, fo as to make the event which was 
thought to give rife i!b the cooted for power, nor at all to be 
"’uppVrhendcd. 

i«^s Camden and Afhburton did not fpeak. ^ 

His iVfajefty entered the Houfe, and being (bated 00 the 
the Cmmons were ibnt for. The Speaker, attended 
'by theOommons, came to the bar, when the Speaker, on 
bf reitntihg the bill for paying off die debt on the CiyU Lift, 
^dteflbd hh Majcdy to the foU&wiog eSUi : * 

That 
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“ That hts Ma]eftv’< fiithful Commons had in confix- 
<]ucnce his royil mciLigc, taken (ome Heps to eftablilh a 
plan of ceconom\ y which his MateOy had recommended lo 
his Commons to adopt, in excry hr<tncbof the public expen* 
diture. That they had nor been taiisficd with making a pro* 
Villon for the debt on his MaicftyN Civil Lift/lut bad alfo 
eftablinicd inch regalations as would prevent it from running 
into arrear in future. T lint x\v \ had taken into ihtir conli* 
deration ihe |c^louhts and comphints of the people of Ire* 
land ; and had taken luch mcaluics as they bid reaion to hope 
would tend to fiiengthcn the coiinc£lion between that king* 
dom and Great Rntiiii. 1 tnt. in erder to preferve the<pu* 
nty of the legilliturc., they had paikd luch laws as would fe* 
cure both the crefloiv and the defied, from the imputatioa 
of (leing under any undue ni improper iidluenee. He con* 
eluded, by ob eiMiig tint is his Mi)e(ly*s faithful Commont 
hid mod I heirfuily ii oniittcclno thoie burdens, which tht 
oeccilities of the iiiih> IkuI cillcd foi, fo they traded that his 
^Iiiedy would miK. tiu mod of the great force pu^ intj his 
hands ior the purpo«^ ot lupp^rting the lights ancl intereu^ of 
his people, and redoimg to them tU bleflmgs of peace/* 

Thcroval alient was then given to iivc public lulls, Hii 
Mijedy nude the lollowitj ined gracious fpccch lo bOtU 
Houles . 

Mi Lorf/s and Gtui iwen, 

The unwc^icd aihduity with which you have perfc* 
vered in the diieluigc of )Our duty in Parliament, during (b 
long a leflion, bears the mod honourable tcdimcyiy to your 
veal and indudry in the krvicc of tl e public; for which you 
have provided with the clcaicd difeerninent o#its true intc- 
reds ; anxioudy opening every channel for the rcturu of 
peace; and fiirniniing with no Ids vigilance the means of car«i> 
rying on the war, if that iiKafure fbould l>c unavoidable* 

The txtcnlive powers with which 1 And myfclf invefted 
to treat for leconciliation and aunty with the Colonies which 
have taken arms m Noith America, 1 diall confinue en)*^ 
ploy m the manner mod conducive to the attainmentof tholb 
objcfVs, and with an earncdncis iuitablc to their importjit^. 

The zeal which my iubjcfls in Ireland have expi>cW^ 
for the pubha fervee, flicws that the liberality of your pl’0*i^ 
cceding towards them is felt there as it ought ; and (/iS'en* 
gaged their afftflions, equally with their ^ty and idterefj^ 
in the common caufc, • ' 
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dies, are worthy of your wifdorti, jufticc, and humanity.— 
7'o proteft the perfons and fortunes of millions in tbofe 
diit^int regions, and to combine our profperity with their 
happinefs,^ arc objcfts'which amply repay the utmoft labour 
and exertion^ 

‘‘ Gentlemen tf the Hfmfc of Commomy 
** I return you my particular thanks for the very liberal 
fupplics which you have granted with fo much chearfulnefs 
and zeal for the icrvice of the current year. I refleft with 
extreme regret upon the heavy cxpcncc which the circum- 
ftancesof public afT'airs unavoidably call for. It lhall be my 
car4 to hulband your means to the I'cft advantage, and, as 
far as depends on me, to apply that rreonomy which 1 have 
endeavoured to iet on foot in my civil cftabliAtmcnt, to thole 
mcrc.cxtcnfive branches of public expenditure, in which dill 
more important advantages may be cxpcflcd. 

My Lord^ aid G cut ! erne 

The important luietllcs, which, under the favour of 
•Divrnc Providence, the valour of my dect in the W’ eft- 1 n- 
cli<«hath obtained, promlle a favnu able ifl'ue to our opera- 
tions in jhai quarter. 1 he events of war in the Eaft-lndies 
have alfo bceq.proipcrous. ' Nothing, however, can be more 
repugnant to ‘my feelings, iiun the long continuancp of fo 
complicated a war. 

My ardent dcfirc peace has induced me to take every 
measure which promif'ed the fpcedieft accotmlifhmcnt of my 
^ifhes'; and 1 will continue to exert iny belt endeavours for 
that purpofip, JBut if, for want of a correfponding di^fttiom 
in our enemies, I Ihoulcbbc difappointed in the hope 1 enter- 
tain of a fpeedy termination of the calamities of war, I rely 
.on the fpirir, affection, and unanimity of my Parliament and 
people to fupport the hpnour of my Crown, and ibc^inrc- 
refts of my kingdoms; not doubting that the blcfling of 
HeaveOi which 1 devoutly implore upon our arms, employed 
^ at they are in ouajuft and neceft'ary defence, will enable me 
to cbWiin fair and leafonablc terms of pacification. The 
. inoft triamphant career of vidory would not excite me to aim 
atOMsre ; and I have the fattsfaflion to be ahle to add, that 1 
fcaibn which UiooU induce me to think of accepting 
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